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The  Preface. 

Gentlemen ! 

I  TV  tJie  firjl  impreffion  of  this  third  part,  a  large  and 
as  I  thought  a  fufficicnt  Apologie  ivas  made,  for  the 
Writing  and publifliing  thereof  Wherefore  I fliall  not 
enlarge  at  this  time,  onely  tell  you  tJiat you  have  here 
laid  before  you,  a  large  Catalogue  of  all  forts  of  noto- 
rious Rogueries  ;  your  oivn  confcienees  may  ferve  as  a 
finger  in  the  Margin,  pointing  dircftly  to  the  Guilt 
zvith  whieh  you  are  principally  concerned ;  to  deal 
plainly  with  you,  had  I  lived  in  a  Icfs  wicked  Age 
than  this  is,  this  Book  had  Jiere  been  extant ;  it  was 
tJie  viciotis  prarUces  of  thefe  corrupted  times,  that  gave 
it  matter  and  form,  life  and  being :  had  the  evil 
inclinations  of  men  extended  no  further,  then  to  fome 
wagifli  cxcurfions,  I fJiould  have  been  filcnt ;  but  fincc 
Villany  iinproves  it  fclf  daily,  notwithflandi}ig  the 
many  lamentable  examples  monthly  attending  the 
commiffion  thereof.  I  tJiougJit  good  to  erect  this 
Monument  of  their  fJiame  and  wickedncfs,  which 
inay  ferve  inftead  of  a  continuall  Seffions,  an  cver- 
lafting  Tyburn,  to  fright  thefe  vile  mifcr cants  from 
their  enornw?(S  practices :  I  knoiv  not  with  ivJuit 
faces  they  can  perpetrate  that  again,  which  is  novo  fo 
notorioufly  laid  open  to  the  view  of  the  whole  world ; 
the  bcajlliiufs  of  their  debaucheries  finking  above 
ground.  But  I  have  heard  fmie  mot  fay,  that  the 
zvriting  of  this  is  not  the  probable  way  of  reducing, 
but  incrcafmg  the  number  of  fuch  pcrfons  whofe  enor- 
mities I  have  jufl  caufc  to  complain  of:  I  xvould  not 
have  you  to  be  fo  rajh  in  your  Judgmcjits,  as  un- 
charitably to  believe  me  to  be  a  Seminary  r^/Vicc,  and 
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tJiat  I  cre6lcd  a  Nurfery  for  its  propagation,  for  I 
inii/i  affiire  yoii  I  am  of  better  principles,  and  that  no 
profit  whatfoever  fhall  buy  out  my  inter efl  in  a  good 
confcience.  What  I  have  done  is  ivell  intejidcd,  and 
is  tJie  produ6l  of  a  painfid  Experience,  Travel,  and 
Expence ;  and  if  yon  will  have  a  little  patience,  yoit 
fJiall  find  (in  the  winding  np  of  the  bottom  by  the  con- 
clnfion  of  this  Story,  in  a  fifth  and  lafi  Part,  which  is 
very  fiiddenly  intcjided)  that  no  crime  fiiall  go  unpiin- 
iflied, no  particular  P erf  on  zvho  hath  been  guilty  of  tJiefe 
vicious  Extravagajicies  but  fJiall  have  a  puniflinient 
fuitable  to  their  crimes :  and  then  I  hope  all  perfons 
who  make  ufe  of  this  Book  to  praHice  debaucheries, 
will  be  induced  to  forbear  and  decline  their  wicked- 
ncfs,  left  ajuft  Judgment  overtake  them,  as  they  will 
find  it  hath  done  thefe  Extravagants.  This  is  the 
true  defign  and  end  of  tins  Book  in  gencrall,  a)id 
whoever  makes  any  other  ufe  or  Conflruclion  dds 
greatly  abufe  the  real  and  true  intents  of  their  honefl 
Monitor, 

Era.  Kirkmaft. 
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CHAP.    L 

Airs.  Dorothy  rcJicarfcs  Jiow  Jlic  cheats  her  lovers  ; 
2C'ho  being  zvith  Child,  viade  all  that  had  to  do  ivith 
her  eontribnteto  her  cxpenee  in  lying  in,  and  reeom- 
pence  her  lojl  honour.  She  goes  into  the  eonntry  to 
lay  her  great  Belly  ;  in  her  Jonrncy  Jhe  falls  into 
the  acquaintajiec  of  a  erafty  Old  IVontan  (ahas  : 
a  Proeurer.) 

MRS.  Dorothy  havinc^  thus  given  me  an  account 
of  her  firft  Adventure,  I  received  much  fatif- 
fa6lion  in  the  Relation  ;  and  told  her  that  I  found 
flic  was  much  improved  in  cunning  fince  my  firft  ac- 
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quaintance  with  her  ;  for  I  had  enjoyed  her  without 
much  advantage  to  her  felf,  for  fhe  had  a  great  Belly, 
with  little  profit,  not  knowing  who  was,  or  were  to 
find  a  Father :  whereas  now  fhe  had  her  choice  of 
three,  and  money  enough  to  boot  whereby  to  pur- 
chafe  a  handfome  provifion  for  herfelfand  child.  Yes, 
reply'd  fhe,  I  did  not  intend  to  be  caught  again  ;  for 
then  it  would  have  been  my  own  fault,  you  having  ex- 
perienced me  in  the  fallacies  of  your  Sex  ;  and  there- 
fore, as  I  told  you,  I  made  my  bargain  with  all  my 
three  Friends  as  politickly  as  I  could  ;  and  upon  fe- 
cond  thoughts,  altered  fomewhat  of  the  terms  I  had 
formerly  agreed  upon  :  for  whereas  my  firft  Cufto- 
mer  had  given  me  twenty  pounds  in  hand,  to  provide 
me  with  neceffaries  during  my  time  of  lying  in,  and 
had  agreed  to  provide  for  the  Child, when  it  fhould  be 
born:  I  told  him  I  had  provided  a  Xurfe  for  it  already 
that  was  willing  to  take  all  the  charge,  and  difcharge 
him  from  any  further  trouble,  upon  payment  of  four- 
ty  pounds  more  ;  to  this  he  eafily  confented,  and  gave 
Bond  in  to  me,  in  the  name  of  a  Friend  of  mine;  whom 
I  told  him  was  the  Party  that  would  make  provifion 
for  the  Child. 

Thus  did  I  fettle  matters  with  the  firft :  and  with 
the  fecond  I  continued  my  bargain,  of  having  twenty 
pounds  down,  and  fifty  pounds  more  at  the  birth  of 
the  Child.  And  my  Maftcrs  Brother  and  I  continued 
our  old  bargain  of  the  like  fum,  of  twenty  pounds 
down, and  fifty  pounds  more,to  be  paid  at  6  moncths; 
neither  did  I  difcontinue  my  familiarities  with  any  of 
them  ;  for  I  managed  my  affairs  fo  cunningly,  that 
fome  nights  I  lay  with  my  firft  Cuftomer  without  the 
knowledge  of  my  Mafter's  Brother,  from  whom  I  en- 
deavoured only  to  conceal  it,  and  not  from  my  fecond 
for  he,  as  I  told  you,  was  privy  to  my  dealings  with 
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him,  and  by  that  means  only  firft  gained  his  ends  up- 
on mc:  fometimes  I  lay  with  my  fecond  Cuftomer.but 
it  was  with  fome  regret,  for  I  had  the  leaft  affe6lion 
for  him  of  the  three  ;  but  now  he  fmce  he  had  bled 
fome  of  his  yellow  pieces,  and  give  me  what  I  defired 
of  him,  I  could  not  well  refufe  him  his  defircs  of  me, 
neither  was  he  fo  fliy  as  formerly  ;  for  he  valued  not 
though  my  Mafters  Brother  fometimes  difcovered  us, 
for  he  knewthat  our  dealingswerc  not  concealed  from 
him,  and  therefore  he  was  the  bolder.  But  with  my 
Mafters  Brother  I  was  more  free  than  ever  ;  he 
having  as  much  again  for  his  money  as  either  of 
the  other,  neither  was  it  perceived  by  either  of  them; 
for  he  having  the  command  of  the  houfe,  fo  ordered 
it, that  my  Lodging  was  neareft  to  his;  and  therefore 
we  had  the  more  conveniencyto  come  at  one  another. 
We  drave  this  trade  for  fome  Moneths,  till  in  the 
end  my  Mafters  Brother  gaining  the  goodwill  of  his 
Sweet-heart,  he  was  married  to  her,  and  then  he  for 
fome  time  fell  off.  But  he  had  not  lain  with  his  Wife 
above  a  fortnight,  but  he  became  weary  of  her  em- 
braces, and  renewed  his  love  again  to  me  ;  I  at  firft 
withftood  him,  and  ufed  Arguments  to  diffwade  him 
from  any  fuch  courfe  ;  but  all  would  not  do  ;  for  he 
told  me  he  found  but  little  pleafure  in  the  cold  em- 
braces of  his  Wife;  neither  had  he  married  her,  but 
for  her  hLftate,  which  was  confiderable  ;  many  other 
Arguments  he  ufed  to  perfwade  me,  who  was  not  al- 
together unwilling  ;  and  fo  we  again  renewed  our 
former  pleafure  ;  but  we  were  neceffitated  to  be  very 
private,  and  only  now  and  then  to  have  a  private 
meeting  in  the  day  time,  for  he  was  to  accompany  his 
Wife  in  the  Night.  But  as  privately,  and  craftily  as 
we  carried  our  felves,  we  were  at  length  difcovered; 
for  mv  fecond  Cullomcr.  after  he  had  paid  for  his 
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pleafure,  was  more  defirous  to  have  his  penny-worths 
out  of  me,  and  ftill  importuned  me  to  interviews  fo 
often,  that  I  much  grumbled  at  him  ;  and  he  being  a 
weary  Fox,  ftill  dogg'd  and  watch'd  me,  and  that  fo 
often,  that  at  length  he  found  me  and  my  M afters 
Brother  in  our  ftri6l  embraces  ;  he  being  both  glad 
and  angry,  without  any  [by  your  leave]  entered  the 
Room  where  we  were  (the  door  being  only  carelef- 
ly  put  to)  and  without  any  words  approaching  the 
Bed  whereon  we  lay,  drew  the  Curtains,  and  faid  ; 
well,  Mafter  John  (for  fo  was  his  name)  that  fawce 
which  is  good  for  the  Goofe,  I  hope  will  be  good  for 
the  Gander  ;  felf  do,  felfhave  ;  I  hope.  Sir,  fmceyou 
have  put  in  for  your  fliare  in  the  pleafure,  you  will 
be  fhare,  and  fliare  like  in  the  charge.  Well,  replyed 
'^\x.JoJin,  it  fhall  be  even  as  honeft  Mrs.  Dorothy  will 
have  it;  and  thereupon  removed, and  fitting  upon  the 
Bed,  I  began  to  give  him  bad  words, calling  him  jealous 
Coxcomb ;  and  he  again  flew  at  me,  telling  me  that  I 
was  infatiate,  and  that  twenty  would  not  ferve  my 
turn  ;  and  that  now  he  found  the  reafon  of  my  flight- 
ing him,  for  Mr.  John  ;  but  if  we  would  not  do  him 
Juftice,  he  would  be  revenged  on  us  both:  to  that  Mr. 
John  replyed,  asking  him  what  he  would  have  ?   I 
would,  faid  he,  have  my  money,  and  my  Bond  again; 
for  I  fee,  and  find,  there  is  little  reafon  that  I  fhould 
pay  for  other  mens  Leachery ;  you  make  me  provide 
for  a  Child,  that,  for  ought  I  know,  hath  twenty  Fa- 
thers ;  well,  faid  I,  you  have  had  too  much  for  your 
money  ;  and  if  you  are  grieved,  amend  your  felf ;  fo 
I  will,  faid  he,  furioufly  going  away  out  of  the  Room. 
Hebeing  gone,  Mr.  Johii  and  I  fell  to  confulting,  what 
was  to  be  done  in  this  affair;  and  after  many  propofl- 
tions,  we  at  length  agreed,  that  it  was  moil:  conveni- 
ent for  me  to  be  gone  from  my  fervice,  and  to  leave 
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London,  for  fome  Country  Habitation  ;  left  this  an- 
gred  Coxcomb  fliould  mifchief  us,  by  difcovering  our 
pra6lice  to  Mr.  Johis  Wife,  or  fome  elfe,  that  was 
worfe  :  I  was  wilHng,  and  ready  to  take  this  courfe  ; 
but  I  told  Mr.  JoJin,  that  moneys  would  be  wanting, 
to  make  a  handfome  provifion  for  me  ;  for  as  affairs 
now  ftood,  there  was  no  expc6ling  any  mony  from 
my  angrcd  Cuftomer,  but  what  fliould  be  forced 
from  him.  That  is  true,  replyed  he  ;  but  fo  foon  as 
the  money  is  due,  for  which  he  hath  given  you 
Bond,  I  will  take  courfe  with  him,  and  compel  him 
to  pay  it ;  and  in  the  mean  time  I  will  furnifli  you. 
This  was  that  which  I  aimed  at ;  and  I  knowing  that 
he  had  lately  received  a  large  fum  of  money  for  his 
Wifes  portion,  with  much  eafe  gained  him  to  pay  me 
the  fifty  pounds  down,  for  which  he  had  given  me 
Bond,  and  being  thus  provided  with  moneys,  and 
making  up  my  pack  (which  was  much  improved 
fmce  my  coming)  I  prepared  for  my  departure.  I 
as  yet  knew  not  what  Country  to  retire  to,  but  was 
refolved  not  to  go  back  into  my  own  ;  and  there- 
fore confulted  with  Mr.  John  about  the  place  ;  who 
ftill  hankered  after  me,  refolving  I  fliould  not  go 
far,  but  that  he  might  eafilyvifit  me  ;  appointed  me 
a  place  about  ten  Miles  from  Loudon  :  and  becaufe 
he  would  not  be  fufpecled  of  going  with  me,  nor  of 
being  any  waN'cs  privy  to  my  departure,  he  per- 
mitted me  to  take  my  Journy  without  him  ;  he  pro- 
mifing  in  a  few  dayes  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
giving  me  a  vifit. 

Thus  did  I  leave  hisBrotlier's  Iloufe  ;  but  not  fo  ab- 
ruptly, but  that  I  iiad  the  leave  of  my  Mafter  and 
Millrefs  ;  whom  I  told,  that  my  Father  being  fick,  had 
fent  for  me  immediately  ;  and  to  that  end,  a  Letter 
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was  framed  by  Mr.  John,  and  brought  me  by  a  Por- 
ter. 

Being  now  Coach'd  for  my  Journy,  I  in  fliort  time 
arrived  at  the  Inn,  where  I  was  appointed  to  ftay,  till 
Mr.  JoJin  fliould  arrive,  and  make  better  provifion  for 
me  ;  where  an  Adventure  befell  me,  which  is  worthy 
of  your  hearing  :  For  among  the  reft  of  the  Travel- 
lers, there  was  an  Antient  Woman,  who  took  great 
notice  of  me,  flill  looking  towards  my  Apron,  and  ey- 
ing very  diligently  my  belly  ;  which  although  it  was 
now  fomevvhat  greater,  being  about  three  Moneths 
gone  with  Child  ;  yet  I  had  endeavoured,  by  busking 
it  down,  and  ufmg  all  other  means  to  hide  it ;  but  the 
Old  Woman  was  not  fo  dim-fighted,  but  flic  difco- 
vered  the  fraud  ;  and  having  been  a  good  one  her  felf 
in  her  time,  quickly  fmelt  out  the  matter  ;  and  be- 
lieved, and  gueffed  the  caufe  right,  as  it  was  ;  for  my 
thinn  Chops,  and  fliarp  and  whitely  looks  gave  evi- 
dent teftimonies  of  what  difeafe  I  was  fick  of ;  and 
looking  more  throughly  upon  me,  and  examining  the 
features  of  my  buxome  Countenance, fhe  conjectured 
right,  that  fome  good  Fellow  had  got  up  my  belly  at 
Lojidon,  and  I  was  going  into  the  Country  to  be  Hght- 
ned  of  my  burthen  :  flie  having  a  Avhile  confidered 
with  her  felf,  that  I  might  be  very  ufeful  for  her  in  an 
affair  fhe  had  then  in  hand,  was  very  pleafant  with 
me,  defiring  my  further  acquaintance.  I  was  not  fliyc 
for  the  matter,  but  knowing  that  I  had  money  enough 
to  bear  me  out  in  any  crofs  adventure  that  might  hap- 
pen, was  rcfolvcd  to  fee  what  the  Old  Woman  meant 
by  her  familiarity.  She  firft  gave  me  Joy  of  my  great 
Belly  ;  to  which  I  replyed,  flie  might  be  miftakcn  ; 
well,  well,  faid  flie  it  matters  not, whether  I  am  or  no  ; 
but  if  it  be  not  fo,  I  wifli  it  were  ;  and  methinks  it  is  a 
pity  that  you  fliould  be  fick  of  any  other  difeafe  ;  for 
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I  have  fo  much  skill  mPhyfiopioniy,'&v2X\c'3sv\.&\S.  that 
you  are  of  a  moreJovialTemper  than  now  your  coun- 
tenance fhews  for,  and  it  is  very  unfit,  that  one  of 
your  years  and  complexion  fhould  want  the  pleafures 
of  a  fit  Bed-fellow ;  but  I  fuppofe  you  are  not  igno- 
rant of  thofe  enjoyments,  and  have  a  Husband,  with 
whom  you  have  experienced  the  fweet  of  a  Married 
Life,  Truly,  Madam,  faid  I,  you  are  much  miftaken; 
for  I  never  yet  entred  into  that  honourable  Eftate  of 
Matrimony.  Well,  that  matters  not  much,  replyed this 
good  Old  one  ;  but  I  have  mifs'd  of  my  aim,  if  you 
are  ignorant  of  what  I  have  told  you  ;  and  although 
you  may  have  no  Husband,  yet  I  believe  you  have  a 
Friend,  who  has  been  dabling  with  you,  and  fwel'd 
your  Belly ;  if  it  be  fo,  you  are  not  the  only  Hie  that  is 
guilty  of  that  pleafing Crime;  for  I  my  fclf  have  been 
good  in  my  time  ;  and  ftill  have  a  Colts  tooth  in  my 
head. 

Thus  did  the  Old  Dotterel  initiate  her  acquain- 
tance with  me;  and  had  well  near  put  mc  to  the  blufli, 
but  that  I  turned  my  face  afide,  and  gently  wip'd  it 
with  my  Handkerchief ;  and  then  I  told  her  flie  was 
very  plcafant,  and  that  a  little  in  the  extreams,  confi- 
dering  the  publickncfs  of  the  place  (there  were  more 
Gucfts  in  the  Room)  and  our  fmall  acquaintance.  As 
for  tin;  place,  faid  flic,  I  muft  confefs,  as  we  are  not  all 
one  Womans  Children,  fo  we  ought  to  be  fomewhat 
careful  ;  but  I  (liall  make  amends  for  that,  by  defire- 
ing  you  to  withdraw  into  a  more  private  place  ;  and 
as  for  the  fliort  time  of  our  acquaintance,  I  queflion 
not,  but  we  fliall  ([uickly  fct  our  Horfes  together,  and 
I  hope  our prefent meeting  maybe  advantagious  to  us 
both,  cfpccially,  if  it  be  as  I  yet  expect  it.  What  do 
you  mean,  faid  I  ?  Tiiat  is,  replyed  flie,  if  you  be 
with  Child,  and  fuch  a  Gamefl;er  as  I  wifli  you.   I  was 
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much  amazed  at  this  Womans  confidence  ;  but  how- 
ever, fhe  having  been  fo  open  with  me,  I  refolved  to  be 
as  free  with  her  :  hoping  her  words  might  prove  true, 
and  that  fome  benefit  might  be  made  out  of  her  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  therefore  advifing  her  to  leave  that 
Room,  for  another  more  private,  fhe  foon  obey'd  me ; 
and  having  entred,  and  caufing  a  good  fire,  and  Wine 
to  be  brought,  we  fat  down  together,  not  without  my 
receiving  fome  falutations,  and  ftri6l  embraces  from 
my  Antient,  but  to  me  new  acquaintance.     After  we 
had  each  of  us  wafhed  away  forrow  with  a  Cup  of 
the  beft  Canary,  the  Old  Woman  being  now  more 
bold  than  before;  again  took  me  in  her  arms,  &  laid  her 
hand  hard  upon  my  Belly  ;  when  it  fo  fortuned,  that 
at  that  very  inftant  the  Child  gave  a  gentle  turn  in  my 
Belly  ;  which  (he  quickly  felt  ;  and  then  cryed  out, 
W^ell,  Daughter,  you  fee  I  was  in  the  right ;  therefore 
fince  I  have  difcovered  fomewhat,  I  pray  tell  me  the 
reft  of  your  condition  ;  and  I  queftion  not  but  you 
will  receive  much  profit  by  your  difcovery  :  I  was 
refolved  to  be  very  free  with  her,  and  acquaint  her 
with  the  chiefeft  of  my  Adventures  ;  ftill  concealing 
fo  much  thereof,  as  fliould,  or  might  be  convenient  to 
be  made  known  ;  whereupon  I  thus  began. 

Mother  (fince  you  will  have  it  fo)  I  fliall  make 
a  free  confeffion  of  my  Crime  ;  hoping  you  will  be 
merciful  in  the  pennance  you  fliall  impofe ;  feeing, 
as  you  fay,  I  am  not  the  alone  guilty  party ;  and  there- 
upon I  recounted  to  her,  how  that  I  being  born  in 
fuch  a  Country,  and  defirous  to  fee  fafliions,  went  up 
to  London,  and  there  happened  into  a  Service  ;  where 
my  Mafters  Brother  falling  in  love  with  me,  after 
fome  Courtfliip  (he  promifing  me  marriage)  we  came 
to  enjoyment  ;  that  he,  notwithftanding  his  promife 
married  with  another ;  who  indeed  exceeded  me  in 
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Fortune,  as  I  her  in  beauty  ;  but  my  fweet  heart  foon 
after  marriage  came  to  me,  and  repented  of  his  bar- 
gain ;  but  fnicc  that  was  paft  could  not  be  remedied,  I 
was  forced  to  be  contented  ;  and  indeed,  I  having  a 
great  love  for  him,  permitted  him  flill  to  lye  with  me, 
that  in  the  end,  I  was  with  Child  by  him  ;  and  then 
we  confulting  what  was  moft  neceffary  to  be  done,  it 
was  at  length  concluded,  that  I  fhould  leave  my  fer- 
vice,  and  retire  into  the  Country,  till  I  were  rid  of  my 
great  Belly ;  and  to  that  end  and  purpofe,  I  was  now 
come  into  the  Country,  expe6ling  him  in  fliort  time 
to  follow  me.  Thus  did  I  give  her  a  fliort,  though 
fomewhat  true,  account  of  my  Fortunes  ;  and  when 
I  had  done,  flie  thus  replyed. 

Well,  Daughter,  fmce  your  condition  is  as  I  judg- 
ed it,  and  indeed  hop'd  it  to  be  ;  I  fliall  play  the  Chy- 
mift,  and  extra6l  Golden  Fortunes  to  you  out  of  your 
own  defperate  misfortunes;  for  I  doubt,  as  your  Lo- 
ver hath  once  been  falfe  to  you,  fo  he  may  prove  the 
fecond  time  ;  and  now  he  hath  fent  you  a  journey,  he 
may  leave  you  to  fliift  for  your  felf ;  and  to  look  for 
another  Father  for  your  Child.  But,  Daughter,  (con- 
tinued flic)  if  you  will  be  rul'd  by  me,  you  fliall  not 
only  have  a  rich  Father,  but  a  great  fortune  for  your 
Child  :  and  perhaps,  fo  much  ready  money  for  your 
felf,  as  you  will  not  only  give  me  thanks,  but  reckon 
this  our  meeting  to  be  the  moft  fortunate  Accident  of 
your  wholcLife.  I  thank  you  very  kindly,  replyed  I, 
for  your  fair  offers,  but  I  iliall  deHre  you  to  explain 
your  felf  further  ;  and  I  fup])ofe  I  fliall  put  fo  much 
confidence  in  you,  as  to  be  rul'd  by  you  ;  although  I 
do  not  in  the  leafl  doubt  that  I  fliall  be  put  to  thofe 
extremities  you  imagine.  So  much  the  better,  replyed 
file;  buthowever,thatIniay  fit  you  for  thofe  purpofes 
I  have  defigned,  and  partly  propounded  to  you  ;   I 
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fhall  give  you  an  account  of  fome  part  of  my  Life 
and  Adventures  ;  and  thereupon  fhe  thus  Began. 


CHAP.      II. 

The  Old  Woman  relates  to  Mrs.  Dorothy,  where  JJie 
was  born,  in  auAleJionfe;  Jiow  educated  in  all  man- 
ner of  debauchery ;  Jioiv file  Jiad  a  Baflard ,xvhich fie 
i)iurtJicr''d,  is  after  marriage  gotten  witJi  Child  by  a 
IMoor,  and perfvades  her  Husband  it  zvas  his,  not- 
withfianding,  it  being  conceived  fo  by  the  flrength  of 
imagination.  Her  Husband  growing  jealous  of  the 
Black  }\ioor,f ghts  him;  and  they  kill  one  the  other. 
Afirange  adventure  betzueen  her  Lover  and  a  French- 
man, with  a  Wind  mill. 

I  was  born  (faid  fhe)  at  Portfmouth ;  a  Sea- 
Port-Town,  very  well  known,  not  only  to  moft 
EnglifiM^n,  but  alfoto  many  Strangers.  My  Parents 
were  of  the  ordinary  ranck,  keeping  a  fudling  School, 
or  Houfe  of  good  fellow-fhip.  I  was  educated,  ac- 
cording to  the  Cuftom  of  the  place,  to  learn  to  read, 
and  Sew  ;  in  learning  of  which  having  fpent  two  or 
three  years,  at  the  Age  of  eleven  I  was  taken  home  to 
fit  in  the  Barr  and  keep  the  fcores  ;  I  was  well  pleafed 
to  be  at  home,  becaufe  there  was  great  variety  of 
Guefts ;  efpecially  merry  drunken  Saylors :  who, 
when  they  had  liberty  to  come  afliore, would  luftily 
booz  it ;  and  fing,  and  dance,  all  weathers.  And  to 
that  end,  our  Houfe  was  ftill  accommodated  with  a 
blind  Harper,  who  pick'd  up  a  merry  living :  I  taking 
pleafure  in  IMufick,  and  my  Father  thinking  it  would 
advance  his  trading,  bought  for  me  a  pair  of  Virginals; 
and  hired  a  man  to  teach  me :  I  giving  my  mind  to  it, 
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foon  learnt  fome  tunes,  which  I  played  to  the  merry 
Saylers.whilft  theypull'd  off  their  flioes,  and  danc't 
Luftick;  and  fometimcs  I  gaining  a  Teafter,  or  Groat 
for  my  Mufick,  was  fo  encouraged,  that  I  quickly 
took  all  the  inftru6lions  my  Mafterwas  able  to  give 
me  ;  I  likewife  learned  fome  fongs  of  him,  and  fome 
of  the  Saylers  ;  fo  that  in  little  time  I  was  well  fur- 
niflicd  with  fat  and  lean  Songs  ;  fo  we  term'd  the 
bawdy  and  others.  Although  I  foon  underftood  what 
was  meant  by  bawdy  Songs  ;  yet  I  was  yet  to  young 
to  have  experience  of  them  :  however,  when  my  Au- 
ditors laugh'd,  and  fomctimes  hug'd  and  kifs'd  me,  I 
had  fome  kind  of  Notions  that  Avere  very  pleafmg  to 
me  ;  and  although  my  Mother  fometimcs  told  mc  of 
the  hateful  name  of  Whore,  and  how  much  it  con- 
cerned me  to  keep  my  Maiden-head  ;  yet  I  rcfolved 
that  if  it  were  long  ere  I  were  married,  yet  it  fliould 
not  be  fo  before  I  tryed  what  it  was  to  lye  with  a 
Man  :  however  I  followed  my  Mothers  directions,  in 
frowning,  and  fcouling  on  thofe  who  forc'd  a  kifs 
from  me.  ]3ut,as  I  had  defigned,  fo  it  came  to  pafs  ; 
for  at  the  Age  of  fourteen  years,  a  Sayler,  who  of  all 
other  fort  of  People,  I  liked  beft,  gained  my  good 
liking  :  he  newly  came  home  from  aboonVo}'age,and 
was  full  of  half  Crown  pieces,  and  took  up  his  quar- 
ters at  our  houfe  ;  my  I'\atlier  feeing  him  fo  flufli,  was 
refolvcd  to  milk  him  ;  and  therefore  permitted  him  to 
kecj)  me  Company,  though  he  faw  he  was  very  fami- 
liar in  hugging  and  kiffing  me  ;  I  likeu-ife  had  a  great 
mind  to  fome  of  his  money, and  therefore  begg'd  fome 
of  him  to  buy  Ginger-bread,  Sugar,  Plumbs,  Figgs, 
Fruit,  and  fuch  likcliciuorifii  things;  he  believing,  that 
as  I  had  a  liquorifh  tooth,  fo  I  might  have  a  liquorifli 
Tail,  refufed  me  no  uioncj's  I  defircd  ;  but  I  being 
fomewhatmodeft  in  thefnialhiefs  of  m}'demands,had 
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but  little  that  wayes  by  fair  play  ;  therefore  I  be- 
thought me,  how  I  might  be  Miftrefs  of  more  ;  there- 
fore was  refolved,  at  the  next  opportunity,  to  pick 
his  pocket,  which  I  guefs'd  would  be  no  difficult  mat- 
ter to  do  ;  in  regard  he  was  oftentimes  much  over- 
taken with  the  Creature  ;  and  therefore,  to  the  end  I 
might  effe6l  my  defires,  when  we  were  met  next  to- 
gether, I  drank  pretty  fmartly  with  him,  and  convey- 
ed fome  ftrong  waters  into  each  cup  of  his  Beer  ;  and 
fo  in  fliort  time  he  being  fomewhat  tipfie,  defired  me 
to  fmg  him  a  fong,  which  I  performing,  he  was  quick- 
ly, as  I  fuppofed  fallen  afleep  ;  I  fat  in  his  lap,  and  as 
cunningly  as  I  could,  flipt  my  hand  into  his  Pocket ; 
where  I  gathered  up  three  or  four  half  Crowns  ;  as 
fleepyas  hewas,he  obfervedme,  andwhilel was  atmy 
work,  he  was  at  his  ;  and  as  flighly  he  conveyed  one 
of  his  hands  into  another  place,  having  not  as  yet  been 
at  that  fport ;  I  fqueek'd  out, which  made  him  rife,  and 
me  withdraw  my  hand,  and  both  of  us  leave  our 
Prizes  ;  and  I  blulhing  for  anger,  that  I  was  fo  doubly 
catch'd,  would  have  left  the  Room  ;  but  he  taking 
hold  of  me,  defired  me  to  be  quiet,  and  told  me, what 
was  done  on  his  part  was  but  in  jeft,  as  he  fuppofed 
what  I  did  was  ;  and  that  it  was  but  quid  for  quo.  I 
having  by  this  time  gained  fome  confidence,  was,  at 
his  entreaty,  content  to  ftay  longerwith  him,  and  fung 
another  fong  ;  which  when  I  had  done,  he  gave  me 
four  half  Crowns  (a  greater  fum  than  I  was  ever  till 
then  Miftrefs  of)  and  told  me,  fince  he  knew  what  I 
would  have,  he  would  give  it  me,  as  he  hoped  I  would 
do  the  like.  To  which  I  replyed,  I  knew  not  what  I 
might  do  in  time,  if  he  continued  his  kindnefs  to  me. 
Thus  did  I  encourage  him  to  be  liberal  to  me,  in  hopes 
of  his  defired  reward  :  and  thus  neither  of  us  (know- 
ing one  anothers  minds)  was  long  backwards,  with- 


Part  3.  other  Extravagants.  1 3 

out  enjoying  our  defires;  he  giving  me  fome  money 
and  a  Ring.  I  permitted  him  to  enjoy  me  as  fully  as  he 
could  wifli  or  defire;  and  many  rancounters  we  had 
together,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  time  and  place 
would  permit:  but  asthe  longefb  day  will  have  an  end 
fo  had  his  money;  and  then  myFatherperceiving  that 
it  was  low  ebb  in  his  Pocket,  began  to  be  more  wary 
and  circumfpe6l  of  him,  and  to  watch  him,  and  flight 
him,Icfthen"iould  gain  anything  upon  me, and  run  in- 
to his  fcore ;  and  fo  he  might  lofe  as  much  in  the  fhire, 
as  he  had  got  in  the  hundred  ;  the  Old  Woman,  my 
Mother.beingfomewhat  fufpicious  of  me,  ftill  watch'd 
us  with  much  warinefs  ;  and  he  not  having  money  to 
treat  me  abroad  at  other  houfes,  as  formerly,  we  were 
fain  to  have  all  our  fports  at  home  when  we  had  con- 
veniency  ;  and  there  we  were  fo  narrowly  put  to  it, 
that  we  were  oftentimes  in  danger  to  be  catch'd. 

When  my  fwect-heart  could  get  any  Moneys  he 
would  treat  me  abroad  ;  and  one  day  having  been 
w\alkingwith  me,hccommitted  one  of  the  greateft  ex- 
travagancies I  ever  heard  of  he  had  drank  very  hard 
and  v/as  now  almoft  fluftcr'd,  when  coming  by  the 
Wind  mill  which  is  near  our  Town,  the  wind  blow- 
ing fomcwhat  moderately,  there  was  a  FraicJi  maUy 
who  challenged  fome  ILngliJJL  Saylcrs  to  fliew  fome 
feats  of  activity  ;  among  other  exi)loits,  he  took  hold 
of  one  of  the  wings  of  the  Wind-mill,  and  holding 
fafl,  was  carried  round  therewith,  lighting  very  order- 
ly on  the  ground  upon  his  feet.  This  was  a  wonder- 
ful, and  we  thought  defpcratc  attempt,  and  he  much 
bragg'd  of  it  daring  any  ILiiglijli  man  to  do  the  like  : 
my  fwect-heart  being  with  me,  and  defirous  to  gain 
myeileem,and  being  foniewhatiiot  fliaken. makes  no 
more  ado,  but  likewife  takes  hold  of  one  of  the  wings 
of  the  Windmil ;  which    by  reafon  the  wind  blew 
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more  freflily  than  it  had  done  lately,  caufed  the  Mill 
to  go  more  fwiftly  then  ordinary  ;  and  he  not  being 
able  to  hold  faft,  was  thrown  off :  but  though  it  was 
a  pretty  way  off,  yet  to  his  good  Fortune,  he  was 
not  thrown  to  the  ground  (which  would  have  broken 
his  bones,)  but  into  a  pond  of  water ;  and  there  he 
being  very  skilful  in  fwimming,  foon  recovering  him- 
felf,  fwam  to  the  fliore  ;  and  not  forgetting  what  he 
had  done,  cryed  out,  No^v  let  any  MoiLuJieur  of  yc  all 
do  the  like.  AH  there  prefcnt  did  much  applaud  him  ; 
fome  attributing  that  to  his  defign  and  skill,  which 
indeed  was  by  chance;  and  truly,  it  was  a  good  chance 
for  him,  that  he  broke  not  his  neck :  but  he  then 
efcaped  any  further  danger:  and  fome  Merchants  be- 
ing there  prefent,  were  fo  furprized  with  the  manner 
of  the  action  that  they  gave  him  ten  fliillings  to  drink; 
he  beingthus  rewarded  for  his  folly,  thought  it  hisbeft 
courfe  to  go  home  ;  where  we  being  come,  and  my 
Father  made  acquainted  with  the  matter,  and  that  he 
had  money  in  his  Pocket  made  much  of  him,  and 
perfwaded  him  to  go  to  bed  ;  and  my  Mother  pro- 
cured him  a  Sack  poffet,  which  we  all  eat  of  at  his 
beds  fide ;  but  little  did  they  think  that  this  was  a  kind 
of  a  Bride-poffet :  for,  although  we  were  not  married 
that  day,  yet  we  lay  together  that  night  ;  for  when 
they  were  in  their  bed,  in  went  I  to  his  ;  where  he 
expc6led  me,  having  before  enjoyncd  me  to  make  ufe 
of  that  opportunity,  which  I  did,  to  both  our  good  in- 
tents: for  we  enjoyed  one  another  in  full  freedom  of 
all  dilights:  this  being  the  firll:  and  laft  time  I  ever 
lay  with  him  ;  for  not  long  after,  his  coyn  being 
fpent,  and  a  Voyage  prefented  it  felf,  he  Shipp'd  him- 
felf,  and  away  he  went  for  the  Eajl  Indies  ;  we  pro- 
mifmg  a  conftant  continuance  of  our  affeftions.  But 
he  being  gone,  it  was  not  long,  ere  I  found  a  ftrange 
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alteration  in  my  body,  being  taken  with  pewkings, 
and  vomitings,  fuch  as  young  Married  folks  are  ufed 
to  have  ;  whereupon  I  concluded,  that  I  fliould  foon 
have  a  great  belly,  which  fo  fell  out ;  but  before  that, 
I  had  a  Husband  to  Father  it. 

Our  Houfe  being  publique,  we  entertained  all 
Comers  ;  amongft  the  reft,  there  came  a  Sayler,  who 
had  had  the  Fortune  to  meet  with  a  prize  ;  and  he  for 
his  own  Ihare  had  two  Imndred  pounds  Sterling.  This 
was  fo  tall  a  Fortune  as  was  unufual  to  be  the  pof- 
feffion  of  an  ordinary  Sayler  ;  and  he  chancing  in  at 
our  houfe,  my  Father  was  very  defirous  to  rid  him  of 
his  mony:  he  acquainted  my  Mother  with  his  purpofe, 
nnd  told  her,  tiiat  this  Fellow  would  make  a  very 
good  Fortune  for  me  their  Daughter;  and  they  might 
by  means  of  this  live  more  plentifully  then  ever.  The 
Fellow  foon  expreffed  a  great  deal  of  love  for  me, 
which  my  mother  taking  notice  of,  told  me  of  her  own 
and  my  Fathers  intentions,  and  bid  me  prepare  to  en- 
tertain his  love,  for  they  dcfigncd  him  for  my  Hus- 
band; file  advifed  me  to  be  free  and  courteous  to  him, 
but  by  no  means  to  let  him  proceed  further  then  the 
ordinary  civility.  I  promifed  her  all  obedience,  and 
fliewasvery  diligent  and  watchful  over  me.  My  fweet 
heart  A\'as  very  fweet  upon  me,  and  would  fain  have 
been  dealing  with  me,  as  Merchandize,  bidding  very 
fair  for  me,  but  I  refolved  to  have  all  or  none  ;  would 
not  let  him  have  a  bit,  but  what  was  lawful  :  he  being 
thus  (iDpt,  was  the  more  carncfl  ;  and  at  length,  ra- 
ther than  lofc  me,agrecd  to  have  me  at  my  own  terms 
which  was  marriage  ;  which  at  length  was  full}'  a- 
grecd  upon.  Eut  my  c[ualmes  encreafing  as  did  my 
belly.my  Mother  fufiiccted  fomewhat  was  the  matter, 
andthereforetook  me  ftriclly  to  task;  and  fo  wrought 
with  me;  that  I  confeffed  1  had  been  fporting  with  my 
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former  fweet-heart;  this  news  much  ftartled  her  ;  but 
llie  who  had  paffed  many  fuch  brunts,  foon  found  out 
a  remedy  ;  and  told  me  that  if  I  would  be  wholly  ru- 
led by  her,  fhe  would  ftill  warrant  the  bufmefs  fhould 
go  on  profperoufly  enough  ;  for,  faid  fhe,  I  will  direct 
you  to  carry  your  felf,  fo  as  the  lofs  of  your  Maiden- 
head fhall  not  be  difcovered  ;  and  as  for  your  great 
Belly,  we  will  when  you  are  marryed,  fend  your  hus- 
band to  Sea  before  your  time  of  delivery  :  and  in  the 
mean  time,  we  will  manage  all  matter  cunningly  e- 
nough.  My  Mother  having  thus  encouraged  me,  I 
prepared  for  the  wedding  day,  which  was  foon  after 
appointed  ;  which  being  come,  and  night  alfo,  we 
wentto  bed  ;  and  there  my  Bride-groom  going  about 
to  enjoy  me,  I  counterfeited  all  kinds  of  fimplicity;  I 
cryed,fob'd,  and  fcreeked  out ;  and  he  had  much  ado, 
with  puffing  and  blowing,  and  fweating,  to  poffefs 
himfelf  of  me.  I  had  all  the  marks  and  fymptoms  of 
untouch'd  Virginity  ;  and  the  more  to  beguile  him, 
notwithftanding  all  his  fair  words,  and  endeavours,  I 
made  fo  great  a  noife  as  raifed  my  Mother;  who  com- 
ing into  our  chamber,  found  me  in  fwound;  from 
which  fhe  foon  brought  me,  by  rubbing  me  with  Vi- 
negar, and  other  Remedies ;  and  fhe  perfwaded  me  to 
be  patient,  and  defired  him  to  deal  kindly  with  me,  u- 
fmg  this  Proverb;  Gently,  John,  the  Girls  Young,  She 
left  us,  and  then  with  fomewhat  more  Patience  I  per- 
mitted him  to  take  his  pleafure  with  me. 

Thus  was  I  marryed,  and  came  o^Twith  all  Credit 
imaginable  ;  but  afterwards  it  did  not  proceed  as  we 
expe6led  ;  for  my  Husband  being  very  fond  of  my 
company,  would  not  by  any  means  be  perfwaded  to 
leave  me  for  the  Sea;  but  intended,  now  he  had  gain- 
ed money  enough,  to  live  on  fliore.  This  refolution 
of  his  was  very  unpleafmg ;  but  I  was  forced  to  be 
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contended,  and  to  provide  againft  the  time  of  my  de- 
livery of  my  great  Belly,  which  now  came  on  a  pace, 
and  indeed  was  fomewhat  fooner  than  I  expe6led  ; 
for  I  was  taken  one  day  with  a  fuddain  pain,  which 
much  furprized  my  Mother  ;  for  my  Husband  was  in 
the  Houfe,  and  hearing  my  cryes,  would  needs  force 
his  way  into  my  Chamber  ;  where  I  was  accompany- 
ed  by  my  Mother,  who  was  inftru6ling  me  what  to 
do  ;  on  his  approach  to  the  Bed,  my  pains  encreafed, 
and  a  Child  was  born  into  the  World  ;  but,  that  he 
might  not  difcover  the  fallacy,  by  the  crying  of  the 
Child,  I  fmothered  it;  and  lying  ftill  forfome  fpace, 
my  Mother  pcrfwaded  him  to  depart ;  he  being  gone, 
my  Mother  fell  to  work ;  and  removed  the  Child, 
playingthe Midwife  in  the  beft  manner  flie  could;  and 
all  being  buried, and  /put  into  order,  flie  told  her  Son 
in  law,  that  thefe  were  cxtrcam  fits  of  the  Chollick, 
and  would  now  they  had  begun,  continue  for  fome 
dayes  ;  wherefore  flie  defired  him  to  take  another 
Lodging,  and  let  her  lye  with  me  :  to  this  he  hardly 
confented  ;  but  at  length,  at  both  our  importunities, 
hewascontent,  and  in  ten  dayes  time,  I  ftill  every  day 
counterfeited  fits  of  groaning,  but  he  feeing  I  fenfibly 
amended,  would  no  longer  forbear  lying  with  me. 

Thus  did  1  efcape  this  misfortune,  and  came  off 
with  flying  Colours,  without  the  Icaft  fufpition  ;  fo 
that  I  was  encouraged  to  proceed  in  further  Roguries; 
which  was  the  ruine  of  my  Husband,  and  in  which  I 
had  like  to  have  been  involved.  I  told  you  our  houfe 
was  for  all  Guefts  ;  and  now  by  the  addition  of  my 
Husbands  money,  whiclnvas  employed  in  my  I**athers 
Trade,  to  encreafe  his  flock,  our  houfe  the  befl  fur- 
niflied,  was  the  befl  cuft(.)mcd  houfe  in  the  Town  ;  a- 
mongfl  the  reft,  there  came  a  Perfon  of  Honour,  who 
had  been  a  Traveller,  and  among  his  Attendants  a 
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Negro,  or  Black-man,  which  he  had  brought  from 
Guiajta.  This  Black-more  was  reported  by  his  Mafter 
and  others,  to  be  the  Son  of  a  Prince  in  his  own 
Country  ;  I  look'd  on  him  with  an  affe6lionate  and 
fmiling  countenance  ;  which  he  perceiving,  and  alfo 
that  I  was  handfome,much  defired  my  company;  and 
being  Mafter  of  money  enough  to  fpend  on  me,  he 
had  many  opportunities  of  courting  me  ;  at  the  firft, 
I  examining  what  I  was  about  to  do  drew  back,  think- 
ing it  a  very  flrange  thing  to  be  kifs'd  by  a  Black-more, 
but  ufe  brought  it  into  Cuftom ;  and  I  endured  not  on- 
ly that,  but  alfo  methought  I  had  a  minde  to  taffce  of 
his  flefh,  perfvvading  my  felf,  that  there  would  be 
more  than  ordinary  fatisfaclion  in  that  enjoyment ; 
and  he  finding  me  coming,  fo  profecuted  his  fuit,  that 
it  was  not  long  ere  I  enjoyed  him  :  I  muft  confefs 
much  to  my  content,  for  nothing  but  his  fparkling 
eyes  was  to  be  feen  in  the  dark,  which  indeed  were  as 
fhining,  as  two  ftars  in  a  clear  night ;  and  he  was  as 
much  delighted  with  me  :  fo  that  we  promifed  to  take 
all  opportunities  for  enjoyment.  The  Lords  bufmefs 
kept  him  there  fo  long,  that  we  had  fo  muchfport  in 
jeft,  as  turned  to  earnefb ;  for  I  found  my  felf  to  be 
with  child,  and  I  did  abfolutelybelieve  that  my  Black- 
friend  was  the  Father  of  it :  this  confideration  put 
me  into  a  deep  melancholly;  for  we  carried  our  bufi- 
nefs  not  fo  privately,  but  that  we  were  taken  notice 
of,  and  fufpected  by  my  Mother  ;  but  much  more  by 
my  Husband,  whofe  extreme  love  to  me  was  conver- 
ted into  as  extreme  a  jcaloufie  ;  and  he  looked  on  my 
]^lack-friend  with  a  great  deal  of  horror. 

I  finding  my  felf  with  Childe,  and  doubting  it  was 
by  him,  a  fancy  poffeffed  me,  that  I  fliould  bring  forth 
a  Black-More  like  the  Father  :  this,  I  fay  put  me  to  a 
very  great  )W)i-pliis;  and  I  endeavoured  by  all  means 
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to  blind  my  Husband, and  takeallfufpition  from  him: 
I  told  him,  I  believed  I  was  with  Child,  this  pleafed 
him ;  but  I  alfo  added,  I  doubted,  I  (hould  not  render 
him  compleatly  fatisfied  :  for  that  I  had  a  very  great 
fancy  that  the  Child  would  be  black,  and  I  could  give 
no  reafon,but  that  the  fight  of  my  Lords  Black-More 
was  deeply  imprinted  in  my  fancy  :  I  told  him,  I  had 
read  the  ftory  of  a  131ack  Queen  and  King,  who  had  a 
Child  that  was  white;  and  being  foborn,  wasthruft 
out  of  the  King  his  Fathers  Dominions,  for  no  other 
caufe  but  becaufe  he  was  white;  and  the  Queen  his 
Mother  hardly  cfcapcd  the  fury  of  her  Husband,  who 
fhrewdly  fufpecled  her  guilty  of  Adultry  with  fome 
white-man,  becaufe  the  Child  was  fo.  This  faid  I,  was 
the  Crime  laid  to  her  charge  ;  and  it  fcemcd  fo  rcafon- 
able  to  him  and  all  his  Nobility  ;  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Queen  was  alwayes  efteemed  to  be  a  vertuous 
woman,  yet  fhe  hardly  efcaped  with  her  life.     But  at 
length,  a  wife  man  of  that  Kingdomc  coming  to  the 
Court,  and  hearing  of  the  matter,  and  that  the  Queen 
was  baniOied  as  well  as  her  Son  ;  he,  faid  I,  walking 
aboutthe  Court, andcominginto the  Kings  Bed-cham- 
ber, there  faw  the  Picture  of  a  fair  white-woman, 
which  had,asgrcat  rariety,  becnprefentedtothcKing 
lie  then  remembring  the    unfortunate  cafe  of  the 
Queen,  did  really  believe  that  the  fight  of  that  white 
Picture  had  occafioned  the  Queen  to  conceive  and 
bring  forth  a  white  Child.  Ik-ing  thus  convinced,  and 
perfwaded  in  his  own  opinion,  he  was  not  long  ])c- 
fore  he  perfwaded  the  King  to  the  fame  ;  and  the 
Queen  having  been  alwayes  of  an  unblcmiflit  repu- 
tation, it  was  concluded  by  the  King,  and  all  the  N(j- 
bility,  tiiat  the  Ouccn  was  innocent  :  and  thereupon 
the  banifhment  w;is  i-L[)calcd,and  both  received  home 
with  great  joy,  ftate,  and  honour  ;  and  this  Son,  after 
C     2 
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his  Fathers  deceafe,  was  crowned,  and  reigned  Kingof 
the  Place.  Now  fweet-heart,  faid  I,  this  being  fo, 
and  fancy  having  fo  ftrong  an  operation  in  the  womb 
by  the  only  fite  of  a  Picture,  I  cannot  but  imagine 
that  the  real  prefence  of  one  may  work  much  more 
and  greater  efifefts,  efpecially  fmcel  find  a  very  great 
inclination  not  only  to  love, but  long  for  black  things ; 
black  cherries,  I  afife6l  extreamly,  as  alfo  damfons, 
floes, &  black-bullies;  Ichieflyfeedonblackpuddings; 
and  it  is  not  very  long,  faid  I,  fmce  I  longed  for  a 
black  hat,  and  did  eat  it  up  every  bit :  and  now  I  have 
lately  had  a  great  defire  to  a  difh  of  butter'd  char- 
coal. 

This  difcourfe  wrought  varioufly  with  my  Hus- 
band, who,  although  he  did  fomewhat  fufpeft  me, 
yet  would  he  take  no  great  notice  at  prefent,  but  told 
me,  that  furely  this  was  but  fancy,  and  would  in  the 
end  amount  to  nothing  :  I  was  content  with  his  an- 
fwer  ;  but  knowing  his  mind  ftood  thereto  bent,  I  firfh 
propounded,  that  the  Black-more  fhould  depart  our 
houfe,  or  elfe  that  I  might  remove  from  home  to  fome 
other  place,  to  fee,  if  by  his  abfence  the  fancy  would 
leave  me  :  to  this  he  willingly  agreed  ;  and  in  re- 
gard to  move  for  the  Black-more's  departure  until 
his  Lord  went  alfo,  would  not  only  raife  fufpi- 
cious  Difcourfes,  but  turn  to  our  difadvantage,  by 
reafon  they  were  good  Guefts  ;  we  therefore  refolved 
that  I  fhould  remove  four  or  five  miles  from  home  ; 
the  which  I  did  the  next  day  ;  but  my  departure  \\as 
not  fo  fecret,  but  that  I  gave  notice  thereof  to  my 
beloved  Black-more,  who  promifcd  not  to  be  long  be- 
fore he  took  the  opportunity  of  giving  me  a  vifit ; 
the  which  he  did  unfecn  of  any,  I  letting  him  in  at  a 
back  Garden  door;  and  thither  he  ufually  came  to  me 
once  in  two  or  three  days  :  we  fometimes  fpent  fome 
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hours  together  in  a  Banqueting-houfe  in  the  Garden  ; 
and  at  laft  grew  fo  bold,  as  to  fpend  whole  nights  in 
bed  together  ;  fo  that  my  Husband,  who  forely  fuf- 
pe6led  me, was  refolved  to  watch  my  waters  ;  and  one 
Evening  miffing  the  Black-more,  who  was  then  come 
to  me,  he  at  midnight  departed  ;  and  coming  to  the 
back  door  whereat  the  Black-more  entred,  he  finding 
it  open,  entered,  faw  the  Candle  in  my  Chamber,  and 
I  believe  could  hear  our  voyccs,  but  knew  not  how  to 
enter  without  great  noife  ;  wherefore,  now  refolving 
in  his  mind  what  to  do,  he  waited  till  the  morning, 
walking  about  the  Garden  ;  but  in  regard  the  Black- 
more  had  fome  affairs  of  his  Lords  that  morning  to 
difpatch,  he  arofe  early,  and  left  me  ;  I  fhut  faft  the 
door,  and  left  him  ;  no  fooncr  was  he  down,  but  my 
angry  Husband  with  a  drawn  fword  meets  him  ;  he 
feeing  and  knowing  him,  gueffcd  his  purpofe,  likewife 
quickly  draws  ;  and  they  running  upon  one  anothers 
fwords,  foon  bereft  each  other  of  life. 
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CHAP.     III. 

The  Old  Woman  relates,  tJiather  Husband  and  Black- 
friend  having  killed  one  another,  /lie  removes  her 
lodging,  and  is  brojight  to  bed  of  a  yonng  Black-more, 
wJiicJi  flie  likewife  innrthereth  ;  and  then  again  re- 
moving J  ler  quarters,  and paffing  for  a  maid,  is  quar- 
ried to  a  yonng hm-keeper  ;  who,  inflead  of  her,  Jiad 
a  maid  fervant  for  his  Bed  felloiv  ;  who  being  both 
flcepy ,  file  fits  fire  of  the  Honfe  ;  and  then  pretend- 
ing to  fetch  zvater  at  the  Well,  tiunblcs  her  iuy  where 
file  is  droivned. 

THus,  faid  yirs. D or othy,d\d  the  old  Hagggive  me 
an  account  of  her  mifchievous  beginning  ;  and 
indeed,  in  the  profecution  of  her  ftory,  flie  acquainted 
me  with  fo  many  horrible  actions,  that  I  was  agaft; 
and  wondered  that  the  Earth  did  not  open.to  fwallow 
up  a  wretch  fo  monftroufly  wicked  ;  but  I  think,  faid 
flie,  by  what  I  have  faid,  I  have  told  you  enough  to 
know  her,  and  therefore  fhall  pafs  over  the  refl  of  her 
actions  in  filence:  nay,  faid  I,  IMrs.jC'^;;^;//^/,  ilnceyou 
have  begun  to  give  us  fo  fair  an  account  of  the  foul 
aftions  of  this  your  wicked  acquaintance,  I  fhall  de- 
fire  you  to  take  the  pains  to  proceed  therein.  Truly, 
faid  Mrs.  Alary,  although  I  have  known  many 
wretched  People  in  my  dayes,  yet  I  never  heard  of  the 
like  ;  and  I  fuppofe  by  what  youhave  already  recount- 
ed, that  all  you  have  further  to  fay  will  be  both  re- 
markable, admirable,  and  pleafant  (if  we  may  ac- 
count that  pleafant  which  is  fo  mifchicvoufly,  and 
wickedly  witty ;)    and  therefore  I,  as  well  as  our 
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friend  here,  dcfire  you  to  continue  your  relation  ;  and 
if  you  will  take  the  pains,  we  will  have  the  patience 
to  hear  you  to  the  Icaft  particular.  Mrs.  Dorothy  be- 
ing thus  requefted  by  us  both,  replyed,  that  fhe  fliould 
be  content  to  grant  our  defires,  but  then  we  muft  have 
a  great  deal  of  patience,  and  pardon  thofe  impertinent 
ignorances  that  flic  fhould  be  forced  to  recount,  in  re- 
lating fo  many  notable  and  various  adventurous  afti- 
ons  of  another :  We  told  her,  we  fhould  willingly 
attend,  and  excufc  her  in  all ;  and  thereupon  fhe  thus 
continued. 

Although  (faid  this  old  Trot)  my  Husband,  and 
my  black  friend  had  quickly  difpatch't  their  bufincfs, 
by  thus  difpatching  one  another,  yet  they  were  nei- 
ther fo  fuddcn  nor  fo  filent,  but  I  both  heard  and  faw 
them  tilt  at  one  another  with  their  fwords,  which 
were  bathed  in  each  others  heart  blood  ;  and  fo  they 
fell,  grinning  at  each  other  with  horrible  Countenances 
and  they  lay  fo  clofe  together,  that  they  could  catch 
hold  of  one  another,  and  fight  with  their  hands,  their 
fwords  being  flieathcd  in  one  anothcrs  bodies  ;  but 
this  contcft  could  not,  neither  did  it  laft  long,  their 
hearts  being  fuffocated  with  Blood,  and  fo  in  fhort 
time  they  both  expired  ;  which  I  difcovered  by  the 
noife  of  hollow  groans  :  and  thus  continued  flic,  was  I 
deprived  of  a  Friend,  and  a  Husband.  I  was  ftartled  at 
the  prefent,  but  confidering  what  was  to  be  done, went 
to  bed,  and  lay  there  till  fome  of  the  houfe  came  and 
bounc'd  at  my  Chamber  door;  Huffered  them  to  con- 
tinue knocking  for  fome  time,  as  if  I  had  been  afleep  ; 
but  they  growing  more  furious  by  reafon  of  my  fi- 
lence,  were  ready  to  break  open  the  door,  when  I 
jumped  out  of  my  bed,  and  in  my  fmock  opening  the 
door,  asked  them  what  was  the  caufe  of  their  vio- 
lent knocking;  they  replyed,  they  were  glad  to  fee  me 


24  The  EngliJIi  Rogue ;  And  Part  3. 

alive,  which  they  much  doubted,  by  reafon  of  my 
filence,  and  having  feen  fuch  a  doleful  fight  as  was 
then  in  the  Garden  :  I  feeming  ignorant  of  all,  defired 
them  to  explain  themfelves,  and  acquaint  me  with 
their  meaning  ;  they  were  not  long  then  ere  they  had 
told  me,  that  my  Husband  and  the  Black-more  who 
quartered  at  my  Fathers,  were  both  dead  in  the  Gar- 
den :  I  was  amazed,  ran  then  to  the  window,  and 
there  beheld  what  I  too  well  knew  already  ;  and  then 
cryed  out,  and  in  lamentable  and  furious  manner  threw 
my  felf  on  the  floor,  tearing  my  hair,  and  making 
great  lamentation  ;  by  this  time  the  Conftable  and 
other  Neighbors  were  come,  but  could  not  get  any 
thing  out  of  me  to  difcover  any  knowledge  of  the  fa6l. 
I  feemed  a  ftranger  to  all ;  and  fo  the  Bodies  being  re- 
moved, word  was  fent  to  my  Father  and  Mother,  who 
quicklycamethither;  butfindingme,asthereft,to  pre- 
tend ignorance,  nothingcould  be  done;  butthe  People 
conje6lured  varioufly,  and  though  they  could  not  ac- 
cufe  me  as  the  murtherer,  yet  I  was  fhrewdly  fufpe6l- 
ed  to  be  the  caufe  ;  they  judging  the  truth  as  it  was  : 
but  however,  I  was  without  the  compafs  of  the  law, 
and  therefore  efcapcd  all  trouble. 

Their  Bodies  were  foon  after  buried,  and  I  thought 
it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  abfcond  my  felf,  left  (the 
time  of  child  bearing  being  nearapproaching,  I  might 
be  further  difcovered  by  the  Complexion  of  the  child, 
which  I  did  verily  believe  would  be  black ;  and  there- 
fore I  left  my  Fathers  houfe,  and  went  to  an  obfcure 
Village  about  ten  miles  off;  I  took  up  my  lodging 
with  an  old  Woman  of  my  Mothers  acquaintance, 
pretending  a  great  melancholly  fmce  the  death  of  my 
Husband,  and  therefore  avoided  all  Company:  Ihad 
all  along  attempted  to  dcftroy  the  Child  in  my 
Womb,  and  to  that  end  I  had  taken  ^'"rt:T7«r,  and  many 
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other  drugs  and  potions,  and  ufing  to  jump,  and  leap, 
and  wraftle,  to  caufe  my  felf  to  mifcarry,  but  all  in 
vain  ;  fo  that  in  fine,  I  was  forced  to  ufe  the  fame  re- 
medy I  had  done,  and  fmother  the  Child  fo  foon  as  it 
was  born  ;  I  had  all  poffible  conveniences  to  do  it, 
whilfl  the  Midwife,  who  lived  at  fome  diftance,  was 
not  much  looked  after,  although  it  was  fomewhat 
black,  which  was  now  taken  to  be  fo,  only  by  reafon 
of  its  ftrugling  for  paffage  ;  and  wanting  a  Mid-wife, 
I  caufed  it  to  be  quickly  nail'd  up  in  a  box,  and  fo  with 
little  trouble  paffed  over  the  difficulty  of  this  affair  : 
my  Mother  foon  came  to  me,  and  accommodated  me, 
with  every  thing  fit  for  my  condition,  fo  that  it  was 
not  long  ere  I  perfectly  recovered  ;  and  I  having  no 
mind  to  return  to  my  Fathers  nor  to  flay  in  that  place, 
caufed  my  Mother  to  provide  me  with  a  gentile  habit; 
and  money  in  my  pocket,  and  being  thus  fitted, went 
twenty  miles  further,  to  the  houfe  of  another  of  my 
Mothers  acquaintance;  and  havingbcenfo  unfortunate 
with  a  Husband,  was  rcfolvcd  not  to  own  that  ever  I 
had  been  married,  but  to  pafs  for  a  maid  ;  which  I 
might  well  encuigh  do,  not  being  yet  above  eighteen 
years  of  age.  My  beauty  then  was  fo  charming,  that 
I  quickly  gained  many  adorers;  and  it  being  given  out 
that  I  was  a  Virgin,  and  of  a  good  fortune,  had  ma- 
ny Sutors  in  earneft,  that  wocd  me  in  the  honeft  terms 
of  marriage.  Having  the  choice  of  fevcral,  I  was  the 
more  coy ;  but  in  the  end,  there  was  one,  who  was  an 
Inn-keeper,  whofe  Father  being  lately  dead,  and  left  a 
handfonie  competency,  him  I  accepted  of,  but  with 
great  jealoufic  and  fufpition  of  my  felf;  left  he 
was  a  cunning  youngfter,  fliould  difcovcr  the 
want  of  my  Virginity.  I  was  fenfible  it  would 
be  no  difficult  matter  for  him  to  finde  me  out,  but 
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I  was  refolved  to  try  my  Wits,  and  prevent  his 
difcovery :  to  this  end  I  delayed  my  marriage  for 
fome  time,  till  I  could  bring  my  matters  to  pafs ; 
which  (faid  fhe)  I  did  in  this  manner. 

There  was  a  Servant-Maid  in  the  Houfe,  whom  I 
ufually  had  for  my  Bed-fellow,  and  with  her  I  was  very 
free  in  all  my  difcourfe,  acquainting  her  with  all  paf- 
fages  between  me  and  my  Sweethearts;  and  many  plea- 
fmg  difcourfes  we  had  upon  thofe  occafions,  and  com- 
monly we  fpent  fome  hours  every  night  when  we  were 
in  Bed,  in  thefe  Conferences :  I  asking  her  which  of  my 
Sweet-hearts  was  the  beft,and  liklieft  toprove  a  good 
Husband ;  flie  and  I  both  jumped  in  one  mind,  and  fhe 
feemed  to  rejoyce  at  the  good  Fortune  I  was  likely  to 
enjoy,  in  having  fohandfome,  and  accomplifh'd  aPer- 
fon,as  he  was  with  whom  I  was  to  be  Married;  faying, 
that  of  all  men  breathing,  fhe  never  fawone  whom,  fhe 
thought,  fhe  could  love  better  ;  and  adding,  that  fhe 
would  give  all  the  money  in  her  Pocket  to  have  my 
place  on  the  Wedding  Night.  Well,  thought  I,  are 
you  there  .^  Tie  be  with  you  anon.  Truly  faid  fhe,  I 
am  a  perfect  Maid,  not  having  yet  had  to  do  with  any 
Man ;  and  for  deed,  nay,  for  thought  and  word,  untill 
this  time,  was  a  pure  Virgin;  but  methinks,fmcel  faw 
your  Sweetheart,  I  have  fuch  pleafmg  imaginations, 
that  Icould  willingly  experiment  the  effe6ls;  but,  con- 
tinued fhe,  I  hope  you  will  take  all  this  in  good  part, 
and  not  be  jealous  of  me,  for  I  fhall  not  in  the  leafl  in- 
jure you,  no,  though  your  Sweet-heart  fliould  defire 
it ;  befides,  my  Quality  and  condition  is  fo  much  be- 
neath yours,  that  it  would  be  but  a  folly  to  expeft  it: 
but  fhall  wifli  you  all  happinefs  with  your  beloved 
Bridegroom.  She  having  opened  her  mind  thus  freely 
to  me,  it  was  the  thing  I  only  aimed  at,  and  above  all 
things  wifh'd  for ;  and  therefore,  that  I  might  now 
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ftrickc  while  the  Iron  was  hot,  I  thus  replyed  ;  come, 
come,  do  not  counterfeit  more  Modefty  than  needs,  but 
tell  mctruely,  and  fmcerely,  if  I  can  find  a  way  to  com- 
pafs  your  defires ;  and  be  therewith  content,  and  will- 
ing, will  you  obey  me  in  what  I  fhall  defire  of  you  1 
This  is  a  ftrange  propofition,  faid  fhe,  and  I  believe 
far  from  your  heart  to  do,  and  only  to  try  me  farther ; 
but  I  pray  let  us  talk  no  more  of  this  matter. 

I  quickly  anfwered,that  I  was  now  in  earned,  and 
would  (if  fhe  would  fwear  to  me  to  be  fecret)  dif- 
cover  a  fccret  that  was  of  the  higheft:  importance,  and 
that  then  all  things  would  be  as  Ihehad  wifhed  ;  fhe 
wondringwhat  I  meant,  and  being  defirous  (as  all  wo- 
men are  inquifitive  after  fecrets)  to  difcover  mine, 
foon  made  many  protcftations  and  vows,  to  be  fecret 
in  what  ever  I  fliould  impart  to  her;  and  thereupon  I 
told  her,  that  indeed  about  twelve  moneths  fince,  being 
in  my  fathers  houfe,  a  Gentleman  of  quality  lodg- 
ing there,  and  having  divers  times  courted  me ;  and  I 
ahvaycs  refufing  to  hear  him  ;  and  being  very  ob- 
flinatc,  notwithflanding  all  his  endeavours  by 
Prcfents,  and  othcrwife  ;  he,  I  faid  being  who- 
ly  impatient,  and  refolvcd  to  venture  all  for 
iny  enjoyment,  took  his  opportunity,  and  came  to 
bed  to  me ;  I  feeling  himnearme,cry'dout  but  in  vain, 
for  my  Lodging  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  any 
bodyes  hearing  ;  and  fo  in  the  end,  notwithflanding 
my  ftriving,  and  ftrugling,  he  had  his  will  of  me  ;  and 
indeed, totell  youthetruth,thc  danger  of  thebrunt be- 
ing over,  and  I  well  knowing  that  what  was  paft  could 
not  be  recalled,  was,  in  the  end,  willing  a  fecond,  or 
third  time, to  permit  him  the  fame  enjoyment ;  and  fo 
he  went  away  in  the  Morning  well  fatisfied.and  I  bet- 
ter pleas'd  than  when  he  came  to  me.  I  was  rcfolved 
to  keep  this  from  the  knowledge  of  my  Parents,  and 
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did  fo,  though  he  ofifered  me  Marriage,  which  would 
have  been  advantageous  enough  for  me,  he  being,  as  I 
faid,  a  Perfon  of  Quality ;  but  however,  he  continued 
his  pra6lice  with  me  all  the  time  of  his  flay  at  my  Fa- 
thers, which  was  two  Moneths ;  and  then  he  departing, 
promifed  a  fudden  return,  and  that  hewould  then  dif- 
cover  himfelf  to  my  Father,  and  requeft  me  in  Marri- 
age ;  I  trufted  to  his  fair  words,  and  permitted  his  de- 
parture; buthehad  notbeen  long  abfent  ere  I  perceiv- 
ed my  felf  to  be  with  Child  :  I  kept  this  from  the 
knowledge  of  all,  fo  long  as  I  could  ;  but  in  the  end, 
my  Mother  fufpefting  me,  charged  me  fo  roundly, 
that  I  confefled  the  Fa6l ;  fhe  thereupon  took  the  beft 
remedyfhecould,and  unknown  to  my  Father,fent  me 
away  to  a  Friend  of  hers,  where  I  lay  in  of  a  Child, 
which  foon  after  dying,  and  I  recovered,  I  again  re- 
moved hither,  where  what  hath  befaln  me  you  already 
know  as  well  as  I ;  and  now,  my  dear  Friend,  faid  I, 
the  cafe  being  thus,  you  may  do  me  a  great  kindnefs, 
and  pleafc  your  felf,  as  you  fay,bytaking  myplace  on 
the  Wedding-night ;  and  he  lying  with  you  in  my 
ftead  maybe  deceived,  and  take  me  for  a  pure  Virgin ; 
whereas  otherwife  I  am  in  much  doubt  to  be  difcover- 
ed,in  regard,  that  not  only  I  have  loft  my  Maidenhead, 
but  have  alfo  lately  had  a  Child. 

My  Bed-fellow  gave  diligent  attendance  to  what  I 
had  related,  and  after  I  had  fatisfied  her  how  fhe  Ihould 
behave  her  felf  in  every  refpeft,  fhe  confentcd  to  take 
my  turn.  My  bufinefs  being  in  this  forwardnefs,  I 
quickly  confentcd  to  clap  up  the  bargain  with  my 
Sweet-heart  ;  and  the  Wedding-day  being  come,  we 
were  accordingly  Married ;  and  at  Bed  time  I  went  to 
Bed  with  my  Bride-groom,  but  feigning  Modcfty,  com- 
manded all  to  depart  the  Room ;  which  they  did, leav- 
ing one  Candle  burning  ;  I  feeing  the  Company  gone. 
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leap'd  out  of  the  Bed  to  put  the  Candle  out ;  which  I 
did,  and  then,  according  to  appointment,  the  Maid.who 
was  ready  in  her  fmock  behind  the  Hangings,  quickly 
got  into  the  Bed,  and  enjoyed  my  place  ;  I  ftaid  in  the 
Chamber,  and  could  well  enough  difcoverall  paffages 
between  them,  andhowfhemade  fome  faint  refi  fiance; 
but  not  long  it  was  ere  they  fell  a  fleep,  and  flept  fo 
long,  that  I  was  at  a  very  great  ftand  what  to  do,  left 
day-light  fliould  come  ere  flie  fhould  awake,  and  then 
be  fecn  by  my  Husband,  and  I  difgraced  and  loft  for 
ever  ;  I  ruminated  in  my  mind  many  wayes  ;  at  laft  I 
was  refolved  to  proceed  to  violence,  and  hazard  all, 
rather  than  lofe  my  credit ;  and  therefore  feeing  they 
ftill  flept  on,  I  went  out  of  the  Chamber  into  the 
next ;  where  with  the  help  of  a  Tinder-box,  I  ftruck 
a  light ;  and  getting  a  Torch,  and  lighting  it,  fetfire 
on  fome  part  of  the  houfe,  which  foon  encreafcd  to  a 
great  flame;  I  then  madcno  great  difficulty  to  make  a 
noife,  and  cry  out  fire,  fire  ;  this  was  foon  feen,  fmelt, 
and  heard  by  my  droufie  bedfellows,  who  both  arofe ; 
and  I  being  there,  caught  hold  of  him,  as  if  I  had  lain 
with  him  ;  and  his  bedfellow  being  now  a  little  come 
to  herfelf,  and  feeing  me,  began  to  confiderwhat  flie 
was  to  do  ;  and  ran  wherehercloaths  were,  put  them 
on,  and  then  came  to  help  me  to  mine. 

My  Husband,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Family 
being  thus  raifed,  ran  about  for  water  to  quench 
the  fire;  I  being  left  alone  with  my  Husbands 
l^ed-fcllow,  could  have  found  in  my  heart  to 
have  killed  her  with  a  Sword  there  in  the  Cham- 
ber :  bccaufe  flie  had  been  the  occafion  of  all 
this  mifchicf  ;  and  the  thoughts  of  that,  and  re- 
membring  what  hurt  flic  might  do  me  hereafter, 
in  difcovering  my  fccrcts  or,  at  leaft,  in  being  my 
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Co-rival ;  thefe  Confiderations  made  me  refolve 
to  difpatch  her  into  the  other  world  ;  and  there- 
fore defiring  her  to  go  down  with  me  into  the 
Yard  to  fetch  water  at  the  Well,  fhe  did  fo ; 
where  I  fpying  my  opportunity,  in  the  abfence  of 
the  reft  of  the  Family,  as  fhe  was  ftooping  to  draw 
Water,  I  turned  her  head  forwards  into  the  Well ; 
where,  before  any  came  to  help  her,  fhe  was  dead.  I 
pretended  to  bewail  her  misfortunes  ;  but  the  fire,  by 
the  afiflance  of  fome  Neighbours,  being  now  quench'd, 
we  all  retired  into  that  part  of  the  Houfe  that  was  un- 
burn'd  ;  where  every  one  lamented,  not  only  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  fire,  but  that  of  the  Maids  death  ;  in 
which  I  alone  was  principally  concerned. 


CHAP.     IV. 

Shehei7ig at  home  luith  Jicr  Hiisband,  is  Courted  by  Gal- 
lants; 07ie  of  zuhich  Qickolds  him  ;  She  is  outwitted 
by  Jisr  Gallant^  and  cheated  of  a  Goiun,  and  three 
Rings;  flie  is  Co7irted  by  another  Gallant,  and  tJuy 
fiudy  a  Revenge  on  tJiefirft;  which  fhe  executes,  by  ap- 
pointingthe firflto come  to  Bed  to  her;  where  her  Hus- 
band,by  her  appointment,  was  in  Jier  flead;  who  tak- 
ing him  in  the  manner,  fouiidly  whips  him;  i?i  the 
viean  time  flic  is  in  Bedz*.'ith  her  new  Gallant. 

THE  next  day  after  our  unfortunate  Wedding- 
night,  all  Perfons  concerned  began  to  reckon  up 
their  loffes  ;  in  which,  neither  I,  nor  my  Husband  fuf- 
fered  but  little  ;  for  he  had  nothing  there  but  tlie 
Clothesonhis  back,  and  I  only  had  mine,  and  a  Trunk 
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of  Clothes,  and  Linnen,  which  were  fafe.  Our  Land- 
lord loft  fome  of  his  Goods,  and  an  hundred  pounds 
would  not  repair  the  damage  the  Houfe  had  fuftained 
by  the  fire  ;  he  therefore  complained  much  of  his  lof- 
fes :  but  his  lamentations  were  not  equal  to  thofe  of 
an  Old  Woman,  who  lived  in  the  Town,  and  was  the 
Mother  of  the  Unfortunate  Maid,  whom  I  had  fo 
treacheroufly,  and  ungratefully  murthered  :  I  was  al- 
moft  as  joyful  as  fhe  was  fad,  that  I  was  rid  of  fo 
dangerous  a  Corrival,  whom  I  had  entrufted  with 
my  grcatcft  fecrets. 

The  diforders  of  this  Houfe  caufed  us  to  quit  it 
fooner  than  wo  intended  ;  for  that  very  day  we  re- 
moved to  my  Husbands  Habitation,  which  was  not 
above  four  Miles  difl;ant,and  there  wcLodged,  where 
that  night  I  received  thofe  imbraces  from  my  Husband 
which  were  very  pleafing  to  me,  and  then  all  things 
were  as  well  fixed  as  I  could  defire  ;  only  my  Mothers 
coming  was  every  day  expc6tcd,  I  having  given  her 
notice  of  myTranfaclionsby  Letters  :  Shccameinfew 
dayes,  and  that  not  empty-handed  ;  for  flic  brought 
an  hundred  pounds  in  ready  money  with  her  :  this,  flie 
told  her  new  fon-in-law,  was  but  part  of  a  greater 
Sum,  my  Father  and  flie  intended  for  my  Portion  ;  al- 
though my  Husband  expected  five  hundred  pounds 
with  me  (I  having  given  out  that  I  Ihould  have  fo 
much)  yet  he  was  content  with  this  for  the  prefent; 
and  this  money  was  part  of  what  was  left  nic  of  my 
first  Husbands.  During  the  ftay  of  my  Mother,  we 
keptopen  1  loufe  ;  and  giving  upour  felves  to  all  man- 
ner ofmirtli,  1  found  my  Husband  to  be  but  an  eafic 
Coxcomb,  aiid  one  wliom  I  thought  I  fliould  out-wit, 
andover-rule  ;  he  was  much  inclinedtogameing;  and, 
as  the  fortuneof  theDicewcnt.he  fumetimes  won,  and 
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loft  again  as  often  ;  at  which  he  would  be  fomewhat 
wafpifh  and  griping :  and  what  he  loft  by  gameing,  he 
would  get  up  again  out  of  large  Reckoning,  and  tricks 
he  would  put  upon  his  Guefls,  who  now  were  more  in 
number  than  formerly;  for  it  being  given  out,  that  he 
was  Married,  and  that  to  one  that  was  handfom,  all 
the  Countrey  camein  upon  us;  efpecially  allthe  roar- 
ing Lads,  who  fpent  highcft,  came  all  to  fee,  and  pre- 
fent  their  ferviceto  their  Land-lady ;  and  as  a  Citizens 
fhop  is  never  fo  well  furnifhed,  as  when  a  handfome 
Wife  is  placed  in  a  varnifht  feat ;  even  fo  is  an  Inn- 
keepers Barr ;  and  doth  draw  in  Cuftomers,  all  in 
hopes  to  have  a  lick  at  her  honey  pot  ;  and  although 
a  Woman  be  never  fochafhe,and  the  Guefls  finde  it  fo, 
yet  if  fhe  be  but  handfome,  her  company  is  ftill  defi- 
red  ;  but  you  know  my  temper  fo  well,  that  you  may 
guefs  I  fliould  not  hold  out  a  feven  years  fiege,  if  I 
were  but  once  bravely  affaulted ;  but  withall,  I  rcfol- 
vedtobeas  cunningasallmyObfervations  had  taught 
me,  and  not  be  like  a  Glove  for  every  ones  drawing 
on.  If  I  had  any  Servants,  I  refolved  they  fliould  be 
of  the  beft ;  and  thofe  I  counted  fo,  who  wore  moft 
money  in  their  Pockets ,  I  had  my  choice  of  feveral 
of  that  kind  ;  and  though  I  still  counterfeited  a  great 
Modeftyyet  I  was  treated,  and  regalia'd  both  at  home 
and  abroad  ;  there  was  no  fport,  or  divcrtifcments, 
but  I  made  one  of  the  Company  ;  no  fair  near  our 
Town  but  I  vifitcd,  being  conducted  thither  by  one 
Gallant  or  other  :  where  I  had  feveral  Fairing  prefen- 
ted  me.  I  had  my  Husbands  confent  to  all  my  acti- 
ons, for  I  Hill  acquainted  him  with  all;  and  when  I 
was  carried  to  any  place,  I  told  him  every  particular, 
and  caufed  him  to  meet  me  at  the  place  and  time  ap-  j 
pointed  ;  without  which  I  pretended  a  mighty  un-  • 
willingncfs  ;  and  this  I  did,  that  he  might  put  the 
greater  confidence  in  me. 
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This  trade  I   did  drive  for  a  long  time,  without 
joyning  iffue  with  any  of  my  Gallants,  and  they  gain- 
ed no  more  upon  me  than  a  kifs,  or  a  languifhing 
look,  which  I  fometimcs  caft  upon  them  tocaufethem 
to  believe  that  in  time  they  might  arrive  to  the  height 
of  their  defires;  and  for  thefe  my  kind  looks  I  was 
as  kindly  rewarded  ;  they  prefenting  me  with  Gloves 
Scarfifs,  Hoods,  Rings  and  Cabinets,  and  fuch  like 
Womanifli  toyes,  and  all  in  hopes  that  they  might 
toy  with  mc,  as  in  fine  they  did  :  I  had  feveral  of  thefe 
Gamefhers,  but  one  above  all  the  reft  was  moft  in  my 
favour,  he  having  been  the  moft  prodigal  in  expences 
upon  me;  I  gave  him  full  freedome  with  me, and  I 
cornuted  this  as  well  as  I  had  done  my  other  Hus- 
band ;  he  fpent  much  of  his  time  in  gaming,  and  was 
very  earneftat  it  with  his  Guefts :  and  while  he  was  at 
his  game,  I  and  my  Gallant  were  at  ours.    My  friend 
for  hisgreaterpretenccof  freedom  in  our  houfe, would 
humour  my  Husband,  and  Game  with  him,  and  lofe 
his  money  ;  for  indcctl  my  Husband  was  at  that  fport 
the  better  Gamcfter,  although  my  friend  plcafed  me 
better  at  the  other  ;  by  thefe  extravagancies  of  his, 
and  hisloffcsat  Gameing,  he  in  time  came  to  a  low 
ebb  of  money  in  his  pocket,  and  was  neceffitatcd  to 
withdraw,  and  leffen  his  expences;  fo  that  he  was  not 
fo  welcome  to  mc  or  my  Husband  as  he  had  been  :  for 
I  was  of  the  Old  W'onians  Opinion,  No  lofigcr  Pipi, 
no  longer  J)ancc  :  as  he  avoided  expences  1  fliunn'd 
his  Company ;  and  having  Friends  enough  whodenred 
to  be  my  Cullomcrs,  I  endeavoured  to  be  rid  of  him. 
He  ftill  continued  his  wonted  freedome,  and  defiring 
my   Company   abroad  ;    and   fo    confident   he    was 
grown,  that  lie  would  ask  my  husbcuids  leave,  who 
had  not  yet  refufed  him;  and  therefi)rea  Comedy  be- 
ing to  be  acted  at  a  Town  not  far  off,  he  gained  mv 

D 


34  TJie  EngliJIi  Rogue ;  And  Part  3. 

company  to  go  with  him ;  I  had  other  company  that 
I  Hked better  than  his,  but  I  could  not  fhift  him  off, 
although  I  very  much  endeavoured  it. 

ThePlay being  done,  hedefiredtotreatme  private- 
ly, which  I  accepted  of,  having  a  defign  to  manage 
that  was  newly  come  in  my  head,  and  which  was 
this:  I  had  feen  a  Gentlewoman  at  the  Play,  who  had 
a  new  filk  Gown,  of  a  pretty  colour  and  fafhion,  I 
was  refolved  to  beg  fuch  another  of  him,  and  in  cafe 
of  refufal,  to  break  with  him  totally  :  I  therefore  took 
my  opportunity,  and  whenhedefired  his  wonted  free- 
dom with  me,  I  told  him  he  was  miftaken,  and  I  abfo- 
lutely  refufed,  and  forbid  him  turning  up  any  more 
Coats  then  he  was  willing  to  pay  for:  he  asked  what 
I  meant  by  my  difcourfe  and  refufal  :  I  told  him  un- 
lefs  he  would  give  me  fuch  a  new  Gown  as  I  prefcribcd 
to  him,  he  fliould  have  no  more  to  do  with  me  :  my 
Gentleman  was  as  blank  as  a  Bell  founder,  and  his 
courage  was fomewhat  cooled  at  mydemands;fo  that 
he  foon  arofe,  and  walked  up  and  down  in  a  mufmg 
pofture ;  at  length  he  fpakc,  and  made  fome  excufes 
and  paufes :  but  I  being  refolved  on  the  queflion,  told 
him,  that  he  hadforbornhisPcnfion  a  great  while,  and 
therefore  I  was  refolved  he  fhould  be  the  more  libe- 
ral, andthat  I  wouldtotry  his  love  by  performing  that 
rcqueft  ;  if  he  would  not  grant  miy  defires,  I  would 
alfo  refufe  him  his  ;  but  if  he  would  give  me  fuch  a 
Gown,  he  fliould  ftill  oblidge  me,  and  have  the  fir  ft 
taking  of  it  up  .  Come,  come,  faid  he,  you  and  I  will 
not  fall  out  for  fuch  a  matter  as  that,  and  you  fliall 
have  it,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  is  in  my  power,  or  in- 
deed thatyoucanvviflifor;  and  within  thefe  three  dayes 
I  will  fend  it  you,  on  condition  that  I  may  have  a  full 
nights  lodging  with  you,  well,  replyed  I,  be  you  fo 
good  as  your  word,  and  I  will  order  the  matter  fo,  as 
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you  fliall  have  your  defire  :  and  thus  web  .v^ingclapt 
up  a  bargain,  conckidcd  the  difcourfe  with  two  or 
three  kiffes  ;  and  fo  after  a  confiderable  repaft,  we  re- 
turned home,  and  there  we  parted  ;  he  to  contrive 
how  to  be  fo  good  as  his  word,  and  I  to  order  my 
Husbands  abfence,  that  we  might  lye  together,  as  I 
had  promifed. 

My  Gallant  examining  the  matter,  found  that  at 
prefent  the  ftrcngth  of  his  Pocket  would  not  be  fufh- 
cientto  accompliflihisdefire,and  therefore  he  fupply- 
ed  that  defect  by  the  ftrength  of  wit  ;  hevifited  the 
Gentlewoman  who  was  owner  of  the  Gown,  and  be- 
ing of  her  acquaintance,  he  requefted  her  to  let  him 
have  her  Gown  to  flicw  a  Taylor  to  make  fuch  ano- 
ther by  for  a  Sifter  of  his  ;  his  defires  being  modeft 
were  the  fooner  granted  ;  and  a  Taylor  of  his  ac- 
quaintance receiv'd  it  of  her,  and  immediately  at  his 
commands  broughtitto  me,  I  accepted  it  with  a  fmile- 
ing  countenance,  and  giving  him  a  fmall  piece  of  Mo- 
ney for  his  pains,  difmifs'd  him;  when  foon  after  my 
friend  likcwife  followed  ;  and  my  Husband  being  ab- 
fent,  we  concluded  that  night  to  devote  our  (elves  holy 
to  Vciius\  and  he  being  us'd  to  lye  at  our  houfe,  it 
A\as  no  great  difficulty  for  him  to  quit  his  bod  and 
come  to  mine,  where  we  fpcnt  all  that  night  in  all 
thofc  amorous  enjoyments  that  we  could  devifc  :  but 
he  thinking  he  had  paid  dear  for  his  nights  pleafure, 
was  refohed  to  have  f(jmcthing  more  into  the  bar- 
gain ;  and  that  he  might  engage  me  anotlier  time,  if 
I  fell  out  with  him,  as  he  forefaw  I  woukl  ;  wherefore 
he  taking  his  op[)ortunity  when  I  wasafleep,  flipt  no 
lefs  then  three  of  my  Rings  off  from  my  fuigers,  and 
put  them  on  his  ;  and  early  in  the  morning  he  left  me 
and  my  lied,  and  wc  nt  into  his  own  :  and  ha\ing  be- 
fore contrived  no\\'  to  I'ki)'  his  Cards,  he  went  to  the 


36  TJie  Englijli  RogJie ;  And  Part  3. 

Taylor,  and  adviled  him  to  come  to  me,  and  tell  me 
he  had  forgot  to  finifli  fomewhat  that  was  very  ne- 
ceffary,  and  had  been  omitted  to  be  done  in  the  Gown, 
and  therefore  he  was  come  to  fetch  it,  that  it  might 
bemended,and  he  might  havenodifgracebyhiswork; 
I  being  without  all  fufpition,  and  feeing  indeed  there 
were  fome  defe6ls,  which  he  fliewed  me,  delivered  it 
to  him,  defireing  him  to  make  hafte  with  it,  becaufe  I 
intended  to  have  it  homebeforemy  Husbands  return, 
and  then  to  tell  him  that  my  Father  had  fent  it  me; 
but  I  reckond  before  my  H oft;  foralthough  I  waited 
two  or  three  dayes,  and  fent  to  the  Taylor,  and  asked 
my  falfe  friend,  yet  I  could  have  none,  but  idle  excufes 
and  flafhes  ;  fo  that  in  conclufion  I  found  my  felf 
cheated  ;  for  as  I  underftood  afterwards,  the  Gown 
was  prefently  fent  home  to  the  right  owner  ;  whom  I 
faw  wear  it  the  next  funday  ;  and  then  knew  it,  by 
fome  particular  marks  to  be  the  fame.  This  paffage 
vexed  me  to  the  heart ;  but  I  was  three  times  more 
angry  when  I  miffed  my  Rings,  and  upon  examinati- 
on found  that  he  hadbeguil'd  me  of  them ;  and  indeed 
for  further  confirmation,  I  faw  them  upon  his  fingers; 
this  (faid  flie)  extreemly  perplexed  and  inraged  me; 
fo  that  then  I  converted  all  my  love  into  (its  contra- 
ry) hatred,  and  ftud)-ed  nothing  fo  much,  as  how  to 
compafs  revenge.  He  finding  that  I  was  angred,  re- 
frained my  Company  at  prefent,  and  that  gave  oppor- 
tunity to  another,  who  had  long  time  courted  me  at  a 
dillance,  to  lay  a  clofer  fiege  to  me  ;  and  lie  fo  far 
prevailed  with  me,whatwith  gifts, treats  and  prcfents, 
tliat  I  promifed  him  that  in  fliort  time  he  fliould  reap 
the  fruits  of  his  defired  Harvell  ;  but  I  was  rcfolxed 
to  make  him  inftrumental  in  my  revenge  upon  my  a- 
bufier  ;  and  to  that  end  I  thus  broke  the  matter  to 
him. 
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Sir,  your  friendfliip  and  love  I  very  much  efteem; 
and  believing  you  to  be  fincere,  and  one  in  whofe 
breaft  I  may  repofe  truft  and  confidence  ;  I  fliall  dif- 
cover  fomewhat  to  you,  that  may  for  the  future  be 
of  good  confequence  to  us  both  ;  and  it  is  this  :  I  be- 
lieve you  have  not  been  fo  dim  fighted,  but  )'Ou  have 
obferved  more  than  common  familiarity  between  me 
and  Mr.  fuch  a  one,  naming  my  abufive  Lover  ;  fome 
prefents  he  hathgivenme,for\vhichheexpe6ledmore 
frcedomewith  me  than  Iwaswilling  to  impart;  but  I 
ftill  kept  him  at  a  diftance,  although  he  preffed  hard 
upon  me  to  enjoyment ;  which  I  not  thinking  fit  at 
prefcnt  to  permit,  he  began  to  clamour,  at  length 
through  his  importunities,  I  confentcd  hefliould  lye 
with  me  at  fuch  a  time,  on  condition  he  gave  me  fuch  a 
filk  Gown  as  I  named  ;  to  this  he  agreed,  and  fent  in 
the  Gown  accordingly:  now  it  fo  fell  out,  that  I  could 
not  perform  what  he  expelled,  and  therefore  delay'd 
him  for  a  fewdayes  longer,  till  my  Husband  fliouldbe 
abfcnt,  prom  in  ng  then  to  keep  touch  with  him  ;  but 
whether  he  not  believing  me,  or  elfe  the  neceffity  of 
returning  the  Gown,  which  he  had  but  borrowed,  as 
I  fince  found ;  one  or  both  thefc  reafons  induced  him 
to  be  falfe  to  me,  and  by  a  while  he  got  the  Gown  out 
of  ni}'  hands ;  and  he  was  not  content  with  doing  that 
only,  but  he  alfo  intending  to  abufe  me  further,  when 
we  were  toying  together,  cheated  me  of  three  of  my 
rings  ;  which  he  as  a  Trophy  of  his  Victory,  and  my 
weaknefs  and  (hame,  Hill  wears  on  his  fingers  ;  and  I 
fear  he  is  fo  prodigal  and  lavifh  of  his  tongue,  as  to 
bray  to  his  acquaintance,  that  he  had  thofe  as  my 
gifts  for  luihandfome  fervice  done  me. 

Thus  did  I  clifguifc  the  truth  of  my  tlealings  with 
m\-  abufive  Lover,  and  having  given  my  new  one  this 
account, defiringhis  afihlance  in  a  revenge:  to  this  he 
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quickly  anfwered,  that  as  for  the  Gown  I  had  been 
fo  out-witted  in,  he  would  make  up  that  lofs,  by- 
giving  me  another;  and  fo  he  would  alfo  for  the  rings, 
if  I  pleafed  ;  or  elfe  compel  my  abufive  lover  to  de- 
liver them  ;  and  in  all  things  elfe  he  would  vindicate 
my  credit.  I  replyed  to  him,  that  I  would  not  have  any 
compulfion,  for  that  would  make  too  much  noife  ; 
but  rather  have  his  affiftance  in  my  revenge,  which  I 
had  thus  contrived. 

I  would  have  him  poffefs  my  Husband  with  jealoufic 
againft  my  abufive  Lover,  and  leave  the  reft  to  my  or- 
dring,  which  I  managed  thus :  I  gave  my  abufive  Friend 
more  freedom,  &fliewed  a  kinder  Countenance  than  I 
had  done  of  late,  &  that  only  to  draw  him  on,  which 
I  did  with  much  eafe,  for  he  had  a  great  defire  to  be 
friends  with  me, and  upon  our  firft  convenient  parley, 
he  confeffed  himfelf  guilty,  &  made  fome  trivial  excu- 
fes,  which  I  admitted  of,  as  I  did  his  love,  in  hopes  to 
gain  my  rings,  and  a  revenge  ;  as  for  the  rings,  he 
prefently  returned  me  one,  and  promifed  the  other 
two  the  third  night  following,  when  I  agreed  to  lye 
with  him,  promifing  lo  to  order  the  matter,  that  my 
Husband  fliould  be  then  out  of  the  houfe  ;  we  after 
this  parley  parted,  and  my  new  friend  had  fo  dealt 
with  my  Husband,  in  difcovering  my  abufive  Friends 
freenefs  and  privacy  with  me,  that  he  now  became  ab- 
folutcly  jealous,  and  intended  to  make  me  fenlible  of 
his  anger  ;  but  I  knowingwhcre  the  fliooewrunghim, 
was  beforehand,  and  the  next  night  told  him,  that  if 
he  did  not  take  fome  fpeedy  courfe,  I  was  in  danger, 
and  he  too,  to  be  abufed  by  my  abufive  Lover  ;  for 
faid  I,  he  hath  gotten  two  of  my  rings,  and  fliewsthem 
abroad,  reporting  he  had  them  of  me,  as  tokens  of 
my  difhonour;  and  to  me  hewill  not  deliverthem,un- 
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lefs  I  will  promife  him  a  nights  lodging  :  now  faid  I, 
if  you  have  a  mind  to  fave  my  honour,  your  own,  and 
revenge  us  both  on  him,  I  will  thus  do;  I  will  feeming- 
lyconfent  that  he  fhall  come  to  bed  to  me  to  morrow 
night,  and  to  that  end,  I  will  have  you  pretend  to  go 
out  of  Town  ;  but  inftead  of  your  going,  I  will  go  to 
fuch  a  friends  houfc.and  there  I'le  ftay  ;  you  fhall  lye 
in  my  Bed,  and  at  the  hour  I  will  appoint  him  he  will 
come  to  bed  to  you,  when  you  and  your  friends,  and 
fcrvants,Ihopctakinghiminthemanner,willfohandle 
him,  as  he  fliall  have  little  caufe  to  boaft  of  his  nights 
lodging;  and  you  and  I  fhall  be  fufficiently  revenged 
on  him  for  thus  attempting  my  Chaftity. 

To  all  this  difcourfe  my  Husband  gave  very  good 
attention  ;  and  it  corrcfponding  with  what  he  fuf- 
pccled,hc  nowwhollyquittcd  any  fufpitious  thoughts 
of  me,  and  agreed  to  execute  all  I  had  2:)ropounded ;  fo 
that  when  the  time  came,  my  Husband  pretended  to 
lye  out,  took  his  leave  of  me,  and  my  abufive  Friend, 
who  was  glad  of  his  abfcnce  :  I  made  hafte  with  him 
to  bed,  telling  him  about  ten  a  Clock  he  might  come 
fafcly  into  my  Chamber,  and  bed  which  he  knew  well 
enough,  not  to  millake  the  way.  I  then  left  him,  and 
taking  horfe,  went  to  my  new  friend,  who  expected 
me  at  our  appointed  Rendcvouz,  where  he  prefentcd 
me  with  the  deflred  Gown,  and  I  according  to  my 
promife,  gave  him  a  nights  lodging  with  me,  which 
was  much  more  pleafant  to  us  both,  than  was  that  of 
my  abufive  J^Vicnd  ;  who  at  the  hour  appointed,  went 
to  my  Chamber,  and  into  the  Bed  where  my  husband 
was  expecting  him  ;  he  believing  it  was  I,  began  his 
embraces,  and  other  actions,  declaring  his  intent  ; 
with  that  my  husband  leap'd  out  of  the  Bed,  and  four 
good  Old  Women  of  my  J'riends,  who  were  hid  un- 
der the  bed.difcovered  themfelves,  and  luuing  a  dark 
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Lanthorn,  lighted  the  Room,  and  fell  to  work  :  firft, 
they  tyed  his  hands  and  feet  to  the  pofts  of  the  Beds 
Head  and  feet  ;  and  then  each  being  provided  with  a 
good  handful  of  Birch  laid  on  luftily,  till  he  roar'd 
fufhciently  ;  my  Husband  making  offer  to  geld  him  : 
but  when  it  came  to  that  point,  he  begg'd  fo  heartily, 
that  my  Husband  confented  to  his  defire,  only  he 
paid  the  two  rings  he  had  of  mine,  as  ranfome  for  his 
Jewels. 


CHAP.    V. 

Her  abiifed  and  wJiipt  Lover  I'ows  revenge,  zu/nch  is 
done  in  part ;  afterzuards  lie  is  ki/Td,  yet  kills  his 
Corrival :  the  manner  liozo,  zvith  other  things 
very  reniarkable. 

NEver  did  the  Canicular  dayes  infufe  into  Dogs  a 
greater  madnefs  and  fury,  than  did  this  whip- 
ping in  Loves  School  inrage  the  minde  of  our  fufficient- 
ly  jerkt  Amorift ;  which  for  the  prcfent  (whilft  un- 
der his  Chirurgions  hands)  he  durfl  not  exprefs  ;  for 
all  that  he  could  do,  was  to  fupplicate  them  not  to  de- 
prive him  of  what  would  make  him  fland  as  a  Neuter 
between  the  Sexes  of  humane  Generation  ;  which 
they  granted  him. 

With  much  hazard,  and  greater  fear,  efcaping  their 
hands,  only  in  his  fliirt,  without  fliooe  or  flocking,  he 
got  out  into  the  ftreets  ;  and  being  overjoy'd  that  he 
was  fecure,  but  had  the  black  mantle  of  night  to  con- 
ceal his  fhame,  and  convey  him  home,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Town  inhabitants,  ran  through  the 
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ftreets  with  all  fpeed  imaginable  ;  but,  by  the  way, 
meeting  with  a  fharp  ftone,  it  fo  hurt  his  foot,  that  he 
was  compell'd  to  flackcn  his  pace,  and  lamely  limp  to 
his  lodging.  The  Clock  had  then  ftruck  twelve  (an 
hour  wherein  fuppofed  Bugg-bears  walk,  to  frighten 
Children)  as  he  could  fee  juft  before  him  two  women, 
whom  a  third  had  raifed  from  their  warm  beds  by  her 
inceffant  cries,  proceeding  from  the  intollerablc  pains 
fhethenindured,  being  ready  to  be  delivered,  to  haften 
to  call  up  a  fourth,  viz.  a  Midwife.  Haftc  on  both 
fides  had  madethemfo  careleflyheedlefs  in  theirway, 
that  they  were  within  a  fpit  and  a  ftride  of  each  other, 
before  theycould  difcern  one  the  other.  Mycheating, 
and  cheated  Leacherperceived  the  women  firfl;,  which 
puthimto  aftand,what  hewcre  beft  to  do,  cither  togo 
forward,  or  backward  ;  they,  on  the  other  fide,  feeing 
a  thing  all  in  white  flandoppofitin  theirway,  judgedit 
to  bcthetroublcd  fpirit  of  the  lately  difeafed  Husband 
of  this  woman  they  were  going  to  fetch  the  Midwife 
for.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  refolved  to  go  forward  ; 
and  they  feeing  him  approach  them  (skrecking  out) 
ran  back  as  fall  as  they  could;  who  being  flopt  by  the 
watch.and  demanded  why  they  made  that  hideous  out- 
cry, made  anfwer,  they  had  met  the  IJevil,  or  fome 
thing  like  him.  Condemning  the  womens  idle  and 
cauflefs  fears  (as  they  judged)  they  advanced  for- 
wards, armed  with  Bills,  Hal  bcrts,  but  principally  with 
anunparallell'd  refolution.  My  Gallant  had  ftept  into 
a  b)'-corner,  when  the  woman  cried  out  to  fecure 
himfelf  from  what  might  enfue  that  unexpe6ted 
allarum,  fully  refolved  to  run  home  to  his  lodging 
directly,  with  what  fpeed  he  miglit;  heftartedout  jull 
as  the  Watch  were  advanc'd  within  half  Pillol-fliot  of 
him  ;  the  fudden  furpri/.e  confirmed  them  in  the  wo- 
mens report,  fo  that,  without  confideration  there  was 


42  The  Engli/Ji  Rogue ;  And  Part  3. 

not  one  of  thefe  defperate  Kill-Devils  to  be  feen,  but 
fuch  as  with  a  too  precipitate  hafte,  lay  tumbling  in 
the  Kennel,  one  over  the  other.  This  accident  gave 
new  wings  to  my  Lovers  feet,  which  were  fo  benumm'd 
with  cold,  that  he  very  much  ftood  in  need  of  fuch 
Icarian  practices,  Dcsdaliaii  inventions. 

In  conclufion,  with  much  knocking,  he  made  a  fhift 
to  get  in.  His  Landlady  (who  was  a  Widow)  fee- 
ing him  in  this  condition,  charg'd  him  home,  asking, 
Where  he  had  been,  how  he  came  thus  to  lofe  his 
skin  .''  Whether  he  had  been  robb'd  .''  Though 
wanting  Garments,  yet  he  would  not  be  without  a 
Cloak  to  hide  this  Venereal  enterprize  of  his,  and 
therefore  replied, That  falling  into  ill  company,  it  was 
his  ill  hap  to  fall  into  that  damn'd  itch,  that  tickling 
humour  of  playing ;  that  having  won  fomething,  and 
like  to  win  more,  they  would  not  let  him  play  longer, 
but  feizinghim,{lript  him,  and  would  have  done,  I  know 
not  what,  had  not  his  flight  procured  his  fafety. 

His  loving  Landlady  believing  that  he  was  thus 
really  abufed,  conducts  him  to  her  own  warm  bed, 
and  like  a  kind  friend  would  not  let  him  lie  alone, 
for  fear  of  catching  cold.  But  his  Breech  was  fo  fore, 
he  could  not  lie  on  his  back  ;  and  fo  troubled  were 
his  thoughts,  he  had  no  mind  to  lie  upon  his  belly. 
His  Landlady  finding  him  fo  backward,  imagined  the 
caufe  to  proceed  from  his  being  too  forward  abroad 
with  others,  and  gathered  by  too  many  apparent 
fymptoms,  that  fhe  was  much  deceived  in  his  pre- 
tended continencie  at  home;  and  being  hartilyvext 
to  be  thus  difappointed  of  her  expectations,  (he  leapt 
out  of  bed,  telling  him  angrily,  flic  had  more  lodgings 
and  Lodgers  in  hcrhoufc,  and  would  not  be  beholden 
to  him  for  either  ;  and  had  flie  known  fo  much  before 
flie  did  let  him  in,  as  flic  hath  done  hnce,  flie  would 
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have  tried  how  the  cooling  Julip  of  ftanding  in  the 
ftreet  all  night  in  his  fliirt,  would  have  wrought  with 
his  feaverifh  concupifcence. 

Netled  he  was  to  the  purpofe  to  hear  his  Landlady 
(who  had  ever  fince  their  firfl  acquaintance  born  him 
a  more  than  common  kindnefs  and  rerpe6l)thus  taunt 
at  him  ;  but  his  thoughts  were  fo  abfolutely  taken  up 
with  a  fubjecl  of  another  nature,  that  he  returned  her 
not  oneword;  which  fo  exafperated  her  fpirits,  not  to 
be  replyed  unto;  that  layingafide  difcretion,with  her 
modcfty,  flie  wasrefolved  to  ringhim  a  peal  in  the  car- 
ratlijig-RIictorickoi Billing/gate.  How  non^,  (faid  flie) 
is  it  not  enough  that  my  Servants,  from  time  to  time, 
have  fate  up  late,  or  rather  early,  but  that  I  muft  be 
difturb'd  from  myn^fl,  to  give  repofe  to  a  refllefsvSVc?/- 
liivi^  Shall  my  roof  prove  the  Protector  tofuch  Catcr- 
iK.'inolingNigJit.-ioalkcrs-  Is  it  not  enough,  that  I  have 
furniflicd  you  continually  with  money,  but  you  muft 
ungratefully  make  that  \\\cCoiiuiion-procuri'ro'\.y o'l^r 
private  Veneries  abroad,  and  thofe  gawdy  Clothes  I 
gave  you  mufl  be  the  (jC)itlcmanUjhcr\\\'AX  mull:  lead 
you  to  them  ?  Are  all  your  former  refpccls  come  to 
this?  are  }'our  hot  pretences  grown  fo  cold  at  home, 
that  nothing  can  warm  them,  but  a  fire  in  another 
mans  Chimney,  made  there  at  my  expences  ?  She 
would  have  proceeded, but  that  her  clamorous  tongue 
intcrru])ted  her,  l)y  raifing  one  of  Her  Lodgers, \\  ho 
came  down  at  that  inllant,  to  know  what  the  matter 
was;  when  m}-Come-Rogue,  not  induring  her  rallery 
longer,  rudely  bid  her,  rather  than  gently  defired  her 
to  go  to  bed  ;  begging  that  llie  would  not  trouble  him 
after  that  manner,  charging  her  with  incivility,  for 
difturbing  him  from  his  rell. 

The  Gentleman,  that  came  down  the  flairs,  hearing 
this;  and  judging  fhe  hatl  proflituted  thofe  kindnelles 
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to  one  that  fcornfully  refufed  them,  which  he  had  fo 
Irequently  folHcited  her  for  partly  for  pleafure,  but 
principally  for  profit,  had  not  the  patience  to  check 
her  for  it  in  any  other  place,  than  thefe  down-right; 
outragioufly  bellowing  forth.  Am  not  I  the  oldeft 
Gueft  in  your  houfe,  and  not  a  penny  in  your  Debt? 
Have  not  I  pamper'd  you  at  home,  and  Coacht  you 
abroad,  till  I  have  not  had  a  wheel  in  my  pocket 
for  your  extravagant  delights  to  move  further  on  ; 
and  have  afterwards  ftab'd  my  Credit,  that  you 
might  delicioufly  feed,  and  fatiate  your  felf  on  the 
blood  of  the  grape  :  then  (when  few  refufe  to  give 
themfelves  fatisfaction)  I  have  attempted  to  enjoy 
what  you  now  proftitute  ;  but  you  kept  me  at  that 
diftance,  I  knew  not  whether  your  breath  ftunk  or 
not.  Nay,  I  have  made  ufe  of  Critical  minutes  to 
purchafe  my  defire,  more  efpecially  then,  when  I 
could  fee  by  the  flaming  of  your  eyes,  what  con- 
fpiracies  wine  and  wanton  difcourfe  had  formed 
within  you,  to  fire  the  Fortrefs  of  the  moft  refolved 
Chaftity.  And  fliall  }-ou  now  be  bid  to  go  to  bed  ? 
be  begg'd  to  retire  from  your  fatiated  Lovers  cm- 
braces  ?  how  can  you  ftand  thus  impudently  in  }'our 
fmock  in  a  mans  Chamber,  and  yet  commanded  to 
be  gone  ?  Come,  you  forget  your  felf ;  your  da7'k- 
La)itho7'n  delights  have  dazzled  the  fight  of  your 
Reafon  ;  and  let  this  (kicking  her  with  his  foot) 
light  you  to  your  own  Chamber  ;  and  withal  laying 
hold  on  her,  would  have  forcibly  thruft  her  out  ; 
which  rude  carriage  of  his  made  her  cry  out  aloud, 
fearing  fome  further  mifchief 

This  out-cry  fo  flartled  my  Gentleman  in  bed,  that 
not  enduring  to  hear  his  Land-lady  fo  grofiy  abufcd, 
got  up,and  clofing  with  him,  threw  him  ;  and  ha\'ing 
no  other  weapons,  but  their  fifts,  pounded  one  ano- 
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ther  to  fome  purpofe.  The  Woman  fearing  what  mif- 
chief  might  enfue,  put  her  head  out  at  the  window, 
and  cryed  Murder  as  loud  as  fhe  could  bawl ;  the 
Watch  (hearing  murder  cryed  out)  came  running  to 
to  the  houfe  with  all  fpeed  (not  dreaming  they  fhould 
feeagain  that  Spiritwhich  had  fo  lately  frighted  them) 
and  perceiving  a  great  buftlc  in  the  houfe,  a.nd  the  fame 
horrid  noife  continuing,  they  broke  open  the  doors, 
and  entring,  found  two  men  fcufifling  in  their  fhirts, 
having  blooded  one  the  other  fufficiently  (this  bleed- 
ing excufed  very  well  theother  blood  that  came  from 
the  firked-back  and  breech  of  my  Gallant)  I  fay, 
finding  them  in  this  bloody  condition,  they  doubted 
they  had  injured  one  another  with  fome  fliarp  inftru- 
ment  ;  they  needed  not  to  fcarch  farther  than  their 
hands,  having  neither  of  them  more  cloathes  to  con- 
ceal anything  than  what  modefty commanded.  Not- 
withftandingthey  were  parted  by  the  Watch,  yet  they 
could  not  hold  their  hands  off  one  another  ;  which 
caufed  the  Watch  to  interpofe  again,  and  now  they 
refolved  to  fecurethem  that  night  (from  further  mif- 
chieving  one  the  other)  at  the  Watch-houfes,  and  fo 
commanded  them  to  put  on  their  Cloaths ;  which  the 
one  quickly  did,  but  the  other  could  not.  It  would 
have  been  worth  all  my  revenge  to  have  feen  in  what 
confufion  he  llood,  at  that  word  of  command,  or  to 
have  known  what  the  watch-men  thought  when  they 
faw  their  I'rifoner could  fmde  no  Cloaths. 

Though  their  wonder  was  great,  yet  they  refolved 
to  have  their  curiofity  refolved  ;  and  therefore  askt 
him,  where  were  his  cloaths,  and  how  he  come,  or 
how  he  could  be  without  them  ]  \y\  the  wa\',  furely 
there  was  not  nuich  wit  in  that  Conllable  and  his 
Watch  :  for  had  they  had  an\-,  the\'  might  prefently 
have  concluded  (^from  the  [iollure  they  Ibund  thofe 
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Gentlemen  in)  that  they  were  a  couple  of  mendicant 
Poets,  who  had  but  one  fuit  of  apparrel  between 
them,  that  when  the  one  w^ent  abroad,  a  wheedling, 
the  other  was  forc'd  to  lye  a  bed  a  ftaring ;  and  dif- 
putingwhofhould  next  fcout  abroad  to  find  out  the 
Enemies  of  famine,  and  not  agreeing  upon  the  point, 
fell  together  by  the  ears.  But  to  return  where  I  left  of, 
theConftable  having  interrogated  him  as  aforefaid,he 
endeavouringtoexcufehimfelf.and palliate  the  fcuruy 
ufage  of  his  revengeful  Miftrifs)  anfvv^ered  him,  that 
walking  that  after  noon,  it  was  his  mifchance,  by  a 
pufli  of  that  Gentleman  they  found  him  fighting  with, 
to  fall  into  a  Common-honje,  (Pox  on  his  witty  allufi- 
on)  and  that  having  no  fuit  than  that,  he  intended  to 
have  lain  in  bed  till  it  had  been  cleanfcd  and  dried. 
That  the  Gentleman  aforefaid  would  not  let  him  reft, 
but  came  into  his  Chamber,  and  with  fcoffing  and 
irritating  expreffions,  provok'd  him  to  rife,  and  en- 
deavour to  be  rid  of  his  trouble. 

The  other  told  the  Conftablc,  that  what  was  faid 
was  agreatcr  lye  than  the  Devil  could  invent ;  that  the 
caufe  of  the  Quarrel  was  his  endeavouring  to  hinder 
his  Leacherythat  night,  by  preventing  his  Landlady 
from  going  to  bed  to  him.  The  Woman  hearing  this, 
replyed,  they  were  both  of  them  a  couple  of  con- 
founded lyars,  and  (that  flie  might  make  one  of  the 
number)  told  them ;  that  they  intended  to  have  raviflit 
her,  and  that  the  one  breaking  up  her  Chamber-door, 
the  other  followed,  and  fell  together  by  the  ears,  who 
fliould  be  the  firft  Actor  in  their  danin'd  defign  :  to 
prevent  which,  flie  was  compcll'd  to  cry  out  Murthcr, 
upon  which  the}' withdrew  out  of  her  Chamber,  and 
went  into  one  of  their  own,  where  (faid  flie)  you 
find  them  like  a  couple  of  malicious  dogs,  fighting  for 
thatmorfcl  neithcrofthe  Curs  is  ever  likely  to  tafte  of 
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This  Forgery  was  more  femblable  to  probability 
in  the  Conftables  opinion,  than  any  thing  elfe  he  had 
heard.  Wherefore  not  to  fpend  further  time  in  exa- 
mination, he  charged  his  Watchmen  with  my  two 
Gentlemen,  and  fo  inconfiderately  rafh  he  was,  that 
he  vow'd  they  fliould  go  with  him  ;  and  had  carried 
them  in  that  very  condition,  had  not  the  Woman  of 
thehoufeinterceeded,that  flie  mightcloathhisnaked- 
nefs  as  well  as  flie  could  for  the  prefent ;  hereupon  fhe 
furnilhed  him  with  a  Peticoat  of  her  own,  having  no 
other  Cloathes  that  would  fit  him  :  inftcad  of  a  cloak, 
file  helpt  him  to  a  red  Rugg ;  and  to  crown  all,  flic 
clapt  upon  his  head  her  ftraw-hat.  Had  it  been  day- 
light, it  would  have  been  worth  twelve  pence  a  piece 
to  have  feen  this  Slavonian,  whofe  garb,  for  flrange- 
nefs,  the  barbarous  World  might  admire,  but  never 
imitate.  I  do  not  hear  that  he  over-flcpt  himfclf  that 
ni<7hi; ;  nor  can  I  believe  that  the  mornimr  Q-ave  his 
eyes  no  great  fatisfaclion,  in  viewing  the  prepofte- 
roufnefs  of  his  habit  ;  and  his  Twinklers  lookt,  as  I 
am  inform'd,  as  if  they  had  been  imj:loycd  in  nothing 
all  that  night,  but  on  looking  on  the  phatafms  of 
omc  of  his  dead  and  damn'd  acquaintance. 

I  flept  but  little  my  felf,  that  night,  partly,  by 
thinking  how  this  revengful,  plot  of  mine  would  take 
effect,  but  chiefly,  by  reafon  of  my  unfatisfied  Bed- 
fellow, who  kej^t  me  waking,  in  fpight  of  my  teeth. 
I  Iowe\-er  1  arofe  early,  andbcingbut  a  little  wa\'  dift- 
ant,  foon  got  home;  ^\hcre  arrixed,  I  underftood  from 
my  husband,  that  m\-  Rings  were  rclloretl,  that  he  liad 
left  me  his  l^recches,  as  owning  me  his  Mailer;  and  fo 
he  might  well  acknowledge,  forhe  was  never  fo  whipt 
for  being  a  naught}-  \\o\\  as  I  caufed  hini  to  be  ;  and 
well  he  efcap'd  fo,  haxing  like  to  have  left  behind  him 
amolt  pretious  remed\"againllfeveral  femaledillemp- 
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ers  ;  a  Recipe,  as  infallible  againft  all  manner  of  ob- 
ftru6lions,  as  ever  was  applyed  to  any  Chalk,  or  Oat- 
meal Eater,  fince  Eve  lay  in  with  Cain  in  her  firft 
Childbed.  Immediately  after  I  heard  of  the  reft  of 
that  Knights  incomparable  Adventures,  and  how  he 
was  fecured;  and  had  a  particular  account  of  the  plea- 
fant  drefs  he  was  in  :  never  did  any  thing  tickle  me 
more,  than  the  Relation,  how  amply  and  fully  I  was, 
revenged  of  him  ;  yet  I  could  not  but  entertain  a 
thought  that  might  incline  to  pity  him  ;  but  it  would 
extend  no  further  then  than  to  fend  him  his  Cloathcs, 
and  withall  a  Letter,  to  give  my  felf  the  plenary 
fatisfaftion  of  laughing  at  him  ;  and  thofe  fufferings 
he  underwent  by  my  procurement ;  the  words  and 
fenfe  were  to  this  purpofe. 

The  Letter. 
Sir, 

I  A  ni  nuicJi  troubled  that  one  of  your  age  and  expe- 
riance  JJiould prove  fo  vieer  a  Novice  /;/  Loves- 
School,  as  to  be  guilty  of  an  amorous  erratum,  tJiat 
JJiould  dcfcrve  the  lajh  :  I  fee  now  you  are  a  nicer  Baby 
i?i  our  Sex,  and  ought  to  be  whipt  again  into  a  better 
underflanding.  What,  truft  that  IVonian  zvhoni  you 
have  abufed  !  Why,  a  Child  of  the  firfh  head,  in  the  non- 
age of  Amorous  matters,  in  the  Hanging  fleeves  of 
Courtfliip,  knezu  this  as  a  Maximo — that  if  Love, 
though  never  fo  fervent,  be  once  by  abufe  converted 
into  hatred,  the  zeoman  is  indefatigable  in  her 
revenge,  till  Death  hath  put  an  end  to  the  Contro- 
verfie.  Henceforth  be  better  advifed  from  me,  how 
you  behave  your  felf  before  your  little  Sparkling 
Goddcffcs  (  as  zuantonly  you  are  pleafed  to  call 
them ; )     if  you    leill  prefcrve   your   good    cftccni 
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and  be  dayly  chcrijlit  with  their  Sonl-winnmg  and  ra- 
vijhing  Smiles,  you  imiji  not  be  relax  in  your  offerings; 
but  if  by  Jlighting,  cozenage,  ^e.  you  injligate  their  in- 
cejl  Deities  to  revenge,  not  Jung  but  an  abfence,  as  dijlant 
as  the  two  Poles,Jhall  protect  you  from  tJieir  fubtle  and 
fpeedy  revenge.  A  nd  now,  thank  me  Sir,  that  mine  hath 
fallen  foflightly  on  your  Shoulders,  having  given  aflript 
Sininiar,for  the  Gown  I  fliould  have  had :  I  am  forry 
though,  I  had  not  fecured  you  witneffes  of  manhood, 
that  they  might  have  been  Tcftinionies  continually  by 
me,  to  affure  inyfelfyou  will  not  for  the  future  abufe  my 
love,  by  fondly  affeeling  an  other.  Laflly,  hearing  that 
yon  are  clad,  as  if  you  zverefent  Embaffadour/r^w  the 
Northern  Witches  to  their  Emperor  the  Devil,  / 
thought  fit  to  feud  you  fome  Cloaths  (in  lieu  of  thofe 
Riui^^s you  leftzvith  my  Husband )  -which  are  more  fu- 
table  for  humain  convcrfxtion.  But  let  me  advife  you, 
haunt  me  no  more  in  them,  left  I  conjure  you  out  of  thon 
again,  and  the  Dei  'il  into  you.  Be  -wife,  and  hai  'c  a  care 
of  being  amorous,  when  penny  If s. 

Your  abufcd,  in  part 
revenged,  &c. 

I  commanded  tlieaMeffenc^cr  to  obferve  his  carriage 
in  reading  the  Letter;  who  told  me,  all  the  mad-men 
in  the  World,  ])ut  them  altogether,  coukl  not  in  their 
mo(lextra\'agantgell:urcs,ha\'e  expreil  madncfs  fo  to 
the  life  as  he  did.  lIowe\er,  he  was  not  fo  mad,  but 
that  he  did  put  on  his  Cloaths,  which  upon  old  ac- 
tjuaiiUance  fo  complyctl,  as  to  fit  him  to  a  hair.  Soon 
after  he  was  difcharged  ;  antl  now  invoking  the  Devil 
to  be  of  his  Cabinet  Council,  he  walkt  into  a  folita- 
ry  i)Iace,  that  he  might  hatch  nu'fchief,  that  is.  be  re- 
venged on  me,  my  Husband,  or  an}^  elfe  that  he  fup- 
E 
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pofed  might  be  his  rivals.  He  was  quickly  furniflied 
with  a  mifchievous  defign, agreeable  to  his  defire;  and 
how  could  he  otherwife,  for  there  are  millions  of  hel- 
lifh  imps  of  the  worfer  fort,  who  continually  attend 
the  motions  of  the  malitious  and  revengeful,  to  exe- 
cute the  commands  of  fuch  who  care  not  how  they 
precipitate  others  and  themfelves  into  ruine  and  de- 
ftruftion. 

This  ftratagem  he  contrived,  by  the  help  of  a  lit- 
tle credit  he  had  yet  furviving,  he  puts  himfelf  into 
a  new  riding  garb,  mounted  with  fword  and  piftol  ; 
having  gotten  a  Perriwig  of  a  colour  clean  contrary  to 
Avhat  he  ufually  wore;  having  for  the  better  carrying 
on  his  Plot,  procured  a  falfe  beard,  with  a  black  patch 
on  one  of  his  eyes  ;  in  this  difguifc,  the  moft  difcern- 
ing  eye  of  his  mofl  intimate,  and  familiar  friends  and 
acquaintance,  could  not  have  difcovered  him  who  he 
was.  In  this  equipage  he  rides  out  of  town,  fome 
half-fcore  miles,  only  to  dirty  his  horfe  and  boots  ; 
and  leaves  a  Letter  with  a  Friend  to  be  delivered 
to  my  own  hands,  in  thefe  terms. 
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The  Anfvver  to  the  former  Letter. 

Madam, 

r^  R  rather  Mad-dame,  forJJic  that  is  madder  that  y  oil 
^-^     was  begotten  in  Monte  Gibello,  where  troubling 
the  SnlphuroHS  luombe  of  that  b?irjiing  Mountain,  tuas 
bcleht  into  the  World,a-nd  carried  on  the  back  ofawhirl- 
wifidjodiJlurbtJwinJuibitants  thereof.    Thinknotlivill 
trouble  my  f elf  to  anfver  particularly  every  flouting  in- 
I'celnr,  the  zuhich  your  letter  is  fluff  withal,  but  fliall 
tell  you  ingeneral,you  are  too  danger 02  ifly  wicked fonny 
acquaintance;  and  he  that  intends  to  contract  afriend- 
JJiip  with  Hell,  mufl firfl Jhake hands  witJi  you  ;  your 
eyes  zi'ill  be  his  light,  to  guide  him  ;  your  cheeks,  and 
breafls,  arehishighzvay;  and  your  mouth  the  gate  or  en- 
trance thereinto.    I  do  not  intend  to  buy  I'cpentance  at 
fo  dear  a  rate,  as  ever  to  fee  you  again  ;  therefore  your 
threats  lucre  needlefs.     I  am  not  yet  fallen  in  love  with 
viy  winding-f/eet,  that  I  Jhould  court  Death,  or  hug  a 
Contagion.     My  fcufe  offmcllim^  is  indifferently  well 
recovered  of  its  late  dijlcmper,  and  can  now  diflinguifJt 
the  fcent  of  found  Bodies  from  putrificlion.     My  eyes 
too  have  regained  their  fight,  ami  can  plainly  fr  t he f he- 
devil  in  you,  maugre  all  the  paint,  and  fucus,  that  is  on 
that  ilaulhl  face  of  thine.     Prithee  lumw  me  not  at 
any  time,  bcjl  thy  breath  for  ever  poyfon  >ny  niemory; 
and  to  that  intent,  forget  that  ever  I  had  a  beim^-;  and 
Jo  leijhingthou  never  hadjl  one,  1  take  niy  eter)ial  farc-^ 
well  of  thee,  &c. 
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This  Letter  he  fent  me,  to  the  intent  I  might  be- 
lieve he  was  fo  far  from  revenging  himfelf  on  me,  that 
he  never  intended  tofee  me  more ;  by  which  meanshe 
facilitated  his  purpofe.  In  profecution  thereof;  late 
in  the  evening  he  came  to  Town,  and  dire6led  his 
courfe  to  our  houfe  ;  upon  his  alighting,  he  feemed 
much  tyred,  which  we  verily  believed,  his  horfe  being 
all  of  a  foam  ;  and  defiring  his  Chamber  might  be 
fliewn  him,  it  was  done  accordingly  ;  and  order  be- 
ing taken  for  a  Sack-poffet,  he  fupt  it  up,  and  laid 
his  head  to  reft ;  he  lay  abed  fomewhat  long  the  next 
day,  pretending  indifpofition  by  reafon  of  his  long 
journey,  but  getting  up  ;  he  feemed  fomewhat  plea- 
fant,  calling  for  a  pin4j  of  Sack  for  his  and  his  Land- 
ladyes  Mornings  draught,  affuring  me,  that  as  a 
ftranger  he  would  not  be  indebted  for  anycivilities  he 
fhould  receive  in  my  houfe.  I  on  the  other  fide,  fee- 
ing him  fo  forward  to  part  from  his  money,  gave  him 
a  confiderable  lift  by  my  ufual  way  of  fpunging. 
Dinner  time  approaching  I  askt  him  what  he  would 
have  ;  who  ordered  me  to  provide  variety  of  what 
was  in  feafon  ;  not  imagining  that  Table,  on  which 
this  meat  fhould  ftand,  fhould  fo  foon  prove  the  Stage 
on  which  a  bloody  Tragedy  muft  be  acted.  A  little 
before  we  fate  down  to  dinner,  I  fent  for  my  friend 
(that  lay  with  me  that  night  I  a6led  my  revenge)  to 
participate  in  our  good  cheer  ;  who  coming,  we  fate 
down  together,  there  being  no  other,  than  this  dif- 
guifed  Gentleman,  my  Husband,  my  Self,  and  Friend. 
W'e  did  eat,  and  drink  freely  ;  about  half  dinner  tliis 
Gentleman  feemed  to  bevcryofficious  in  helping  me, 
at  laft,  Madam,  f^iid  he,  I  will  help  you  to  one  bit 
more,  which  you  fliall  not  refufe  for  my  fake  ;  I  re- 
turning him  thanks,  in  an  inftant  hewhipt  off  with  his 
knife,  my  Husbands  car,  and  laid  it  hallily  on  my 
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Trencher ;  and  turning  his  head  quick  about,  be  not 
angry,  Sir,  (faid  he)  you  fliall  have  bitt  for  bitt ; 
and  thereupon  endeavoured  to  cut  off  my  nofe,  but 
I  was  to  nimble  for  him,  and  by  running  out  efcap'd 
the  danger  ;  my  Friend  obferving  what  had  part,  be- 
ing too  fuddenly  done  to  he  prevented,  ftept  from 
the  Table,  and  drawing,  bid  the  Rogue  difguifed  draw 
too,  or  he  would  pin  him  to  the  wall,  for  this  match- 
lefs  piece  of  villany  ;  whereupon  he  did,  but  behaved 
himfclf  fo  ill,  that  my  friend  wounded  him  defperate- 
ly  in  the  body  at  the  firft  pafs  ;  concluding  he  had  re- 
ceived his  Mortal  wound,  he  refolved  not  to  die  alone, 
wherefore  he  made  a  full  pafs,  and  fo  running  upon 
his  Adverfaries  point,  each  dyed  at  once  by  the  fwords 
of  one  another.  I  foon  returned  with  a  long  train 
of  Mirinidons,  wliom  I  had  inftrucled  how  to  chaftife 
this  infolence;  but  Lord!  what  a  confufion  was  I  in, 
when  I  faw  the  two  combatants  lye  dead  on  the  floor, 
and  my  Husband gazingon  them  motionlefs,  like  one 
converted  into  a  Statue  for  the  lofs  of  his  ear  ;  which 
he  ihould  have  loft,  by  right,  long  before  that  time. 

Some  more  buncthcn  the  refl,  flirring  their  bodies, 
the  falfe  beard  of  the  difguifed  fell  off,  by  which  he 
was  pvefently  known  who  he  was  ;  and  becaufe  it 
was  every  where  known  through  the  town,  how  this 
Gentleman  had  fpcnt  what  he  had  on  me, and  was  a- 
bufcdforliispains;  I  was  iir.mcdiath' cryed  out  upon, 
as  the  Authorcfs  of  all  this  mifchicf,  I  endeavoured 
to  cxcufe  my  fcif,  by  relating  what  he  had  done  ;  i'i:j. 
the  cutting  my  Husbandsl'lar  off  and  the  endeavour- 
ing to  cut  o{\  my  Nofe  ;  but  this  allegation  fignified 
little.  Searchinghis  pockets, theyfoundanote, or  Ict- 
tcr,fealed,\- feeing  it  was  directed  tome, theythcn, with- 
out my  confcnt,  break  it  open,  imagining  they  (hould 
find  therein  the  myller\- of  ihistragical  encounter  but 
all  t!ie)'  could  difcover  was  only  his  intention  of  cut- 
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ting  off  my  Nofe,  and  my  Husbands  Ear  :  the  Lines 
were  thefe  which  follow. 

INfatiate  Strumpet ;  perjurd-painted-  WJiorc, 
WJio  haft  the  vice  of  all  thy  Sex,  and  viorc, 
Dcvil,  nay  worfe  ;  for  thoji  canft  by  thy  face 
Make  Men  Apoflate  in  the  State  of  Grace. 
By  thee  I  fell ;  then  did  my  Pagan  knee 
Oft  render  Worfliip  to  thy  Devilree. 
I  (being  converted)  Idols  ivont  alloiv  ; 
Doxvn  imifi  the  Dagon  of  thy  face  I  vote. 
See  where  it  lyes  ;  that  Idol,  o?ice  adord, 
Mnfi  be  for  zuant  of  it,  by  all  abhor' d. 
Thy  Hiisband  lends  an  Ear,  then  let  thy  Nofe, 
To  Sifter-Senfe  her  zurctchcd  State  difclofc. 
A  nd  then  confiilt  thy  Glafs  ;  See  thy  fare  face 
Is  vanifJit,  and  Deaths-head  ftands  in  the  place. 
Thy  lips  fomc  '^^dizx  fipt  from  I fuppofc 
Will  be  exclaivtd  on,  fogli,  they  v^ant  a  Nofe. 
And  may  tJiy  f par kling  eyes,  iiliicli  me  did  z^'i?!. 
Be  thought  to  kindle  from  a  fire  zuithiji. 
May  ulcers  fcize  thee,  for  the  zcrong  tliafl  done, 
And  living  rott,  zvitJiout  compa/Jion. 

The  rumour  of  this  fad  difafterran  fwifter  than  a 
Torrent  through  the  Town  ;  infomuch  that  our  houfe 
was  fo  cram'd  with  People,  that  our  fcrvants  were 
forc'd  to  acquit  their  imploymcnts,togi\e  room  to  the 
inquifitiveln-comers.achirurgeonwasfcntforto  drcfs 
my  Husband;  &  a  Coroner  to  fit  upon  the  other  two 
that  were  flain  ;  glad  I  was,  that  I  had  the  opportune 
excufe  to  leave  the  Company  ;  and  attend  ni}-  Plus- 
band  ;  by  which  means  I  a\'oidedthc  hearing  fo  many 
thoufand  accrimations  that  were  laid  to  m\-  cliargc. 
In  the  meantime  the  Jury  found  their  Deaths  hapned 
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by  Man-flaughter :  and  fo  thereby  though  we  were 
prefent,  we  could  not  be  found  acceffories. 

The  noife  of  this  accident  did  alfo  flyc  into  the 
Countrey,  not  efcapeing  the  ear  hardly  of  any  one 
Gueflthatfrequented  our  Houfe;  report  had  rendred 
theFacl  fo  horrible,  and  my  Husband  and  Self  fo  no- 
torioufly  acceffory  thereunto,  and  now  all  our  for- 
mer wickedncfs,  and  roguery  was  drawn  up  in  a  long 
Scrol,  and  this  laft  added  in  Capitals,  to  make  up  a 
complcat  Sum  of  Villany.  By  which  means  we  had 
little  refort  to  our  Houfe  ;  and  our  Houfe-rent  being 
great,  and  ourTradingfmall,  my  Husband  and  I  were 
now  ncceffitated  to  put  our  heads  together,  by  fomc 
other  means  to  patch  up  a  future  lively-hood.  Thou 
fceft,  faid  he,  the  more  ferious,  and  reputable  fort  of 
People,  (hun  our  houfe,  as  if  old  BcLzcbiib  were  there 
fitting  abrood  to  hatch  thofe  difeafes  which  fliould  be 
the  defbruclion  of  the  Univerfe.  And  therefore  to  be 
revenged  of  their  thus  flighting  us,  I  will  meet  them 
abroad,  and  what  moneys  they  forbear  to  fpcnd  with 
me,  I  will  compel  them  to  lend,  and  more.  Though 
I  am  not  ftout  and  refolute  enough  of  my  felf  to  do 
this,  yet  thou  knoweft  Iliniiphny  our  Tapftcr,  is  a 
ftrong  Fellow,  and  hath  a  good  heart ;  he  and  I,  fear 
not,  will  do  the  bufincfs. 

For  my  part,  I  muft  needs  confcfs,  I  queftion'd  not 
Iluiiiplircys  performances,  having  made  tryal  again 
thereof;  I  ever  fancyed  to  try  experience,  and  mark- 
ing what  a  rough-hew'n  Fellow  he  was,  all  15oneand 
Sinew,  with  a  face  likeatann'd  Bulls  hide,  I  could  not 
be  at  (piiet,  till  I  had  found  the  difference  between  this 
IMan,  nerv'd  with  wire,  and  others,  that  were  clean 
limb'd,  and  freight  llender  bod)'ed  joyntcd  like  liar- 
tholoincio  Babies,  with  cpiaking  Cullard  faces  ;  but 
fo  vail  a  difproportion  between  them,  that  were  1 

i<:   4 
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Widdow ;  and  were  courted  by  a  Knight  worth  five 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  with  a  handfom  fair  whitely 
face,  I  fliould  hardly  be  perfwaded  to  accept  of  a  La- 
dy-fhip,  but  for  the  fake  of  his  revenew,. 

To  be  fhort,  S)\r  P/iilip  Sidney's  Cowards  were  not 
much  ranker  than  my  Husband  ;  but,  thought  I,  if  he 
hath  courage  enough  to  look  a  Man  in  the  face,  and 
bid  him  ftand,  HumpJirey  hath  ftrength,  and  valour 
enough  to  compel  them  to  deliver.  Wherefore  I  per- 
fwaded my  Husband  by  all  means  to  go  forward  with 
what  he  had  propounded  :  I  was  the  more  willing  to 
it,  in  hopes  that  he  would  be  taken  fome  time  or  o- 
ther;  and  as  he  was  marked  for  a  Knave,  fo  he  might 
be  hang'd  for  a  Thief ;  and  fo  be  freed  from  an  im- 
potent Husband.  He  feemed  well  fatisfied  that  I 
affented  to  his  propofal,  and  look'd  upon  it  to  be  a 
good  Omen,  and  promifcd  fuccefs  to  his  undertaking. 
On  the  other  fide  (faid  he)  you  muft  not  be  idle  at 
home;  you  know  there  is  now  none  but  the  debauched 
that  refort  to  our  houfe,  and  therefore  fuit  their  incli- 
nation, if  ought  can  be  gotten  by  fo  doing.  Your 
daughter  is  young,  and  handfom,  let  her  be  the  fign 
to  attraft  ;  but  pray  let  me  have  you  furnifli  your  felf 
with  other  Utcnfils.  The  Boy  too  is  no  fool,  who,  by 
obferving  your  carriage,  and  direction,  hath  very  ill 
fpent  his  time,  if  he  cannot  tolerably  pimp  as  well 
for  others,  as  his  Mother.  Well,  well,  (faid  I)  hus- 
band, you  are  merrily  difpofcd  ;  look  after  your  bu- 
fmefs,  I  fliall  manage  my  own  well  enough,  I  warrant 
you.  My  Husband  and  his Tapfter,  committed  many 
robberies  in  a  little  time:  and  very  fewbut  Avliat  were 
on  our  Gucfts;  who  freely  difcourfmg  their  affairs 
over  a  glafs  of  Wine  after  Supper,  many  times  dif- 
covering  what  ftorc  of  moneythey  carricdwith  them, 
and  for  what purpofe,  gave  them  a  fair  opportunity  in 
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the  Morning  to  fct  on  them,  and  deprive  them  of  it. 
Nay,  fo  Httle  fufpecled  he  was  of  robbing,  that  feve- 
ral  have  returned  to  our  houfe  after  he  hath  robb'd 
them,  and  made  their  complaint  to  him,  how  bafely 
they  liad  been  abufcd  ;  it  was  alwayes  his  care,  and 
indeed  therein  he  fliewed  the  utmoft  of  his  prudence, 
to  return  home  with  all  the  fpeed  he  might  poffibly, 
after  he  had  rob'd  any  ;  by  which  means,  he  and  his 
Man  rob'd  a  long  time  fecretly. 

It  was  generally  their  good  fortune  to  meet  Avith 
fuch  as  durft  not  fight  them;  a  thing  that  Travellers 
generall)-,  and  juftly,  are  to  be  condemned  for  ;  who, 
with  cafie  parting  with  their  money,  they  not  only 
fliew  how  meanly  fpirited  they  are,  but  encourage  the 
Thief  in  his  robberies.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary, 
would  they  fliewthcmfelves  as  defperate,  and  as  refo- 
luteas  their  affaulters,  it  is  my  opinion  they  would 
c]uickly  turn  tail,  as  not  daring  to  venture  the  hazard 
of  thedifpute.  Buttorcturn,thoughmy  Husband  fuc- 
ccedcd  fo  wellin  his  attempts,  by  meeting  with  none 
but  Cow-hearted  fellows;  )'et  once,  waiting  with  his 
man  in  a  thicket,  caruK'  in  the  morning,  for  the  paf- 
fing  by  of  a  (Icntlcman  that  had  lain  the  night  be- 
fore in  our  houfe,  \\ho  had  a  confidcrable  Sum  of 
i\Ioncy,  in  his  I'ort-mantle, there  travelled  by  another 
in  the  dawning  of  the  day,  whom,  by  a  millake,  my 
husband  affaults  ;  the  other  drawing  a  Piftol,  fired  it 
at  him,  but  mill  him  ;  howc\cr,  the  report  had  like 
to  ha\'e  done  as  much  milchief,  as  if  the  Ijullet  had 
pall  through  his  bt)tl}-,  for  with  fear  he  fell  from  his 
horfe  ;  and  had  like  to  have  faved  the  Hangman  a 
labour,  b)'  breaking  his  own  neck.  Our  Tapller 
feeing  his  Mailer  fall,  antl  verily  believing  he 
was  kill'd  by  that  was  rcf^lved  to  revenge  his 
death,    had    not    he    leen    another    come   Rideincr 
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to  him  (which  was  the  Gentleman  they  lay  in  wait 
for)  which  made  him  altar  his  purpofe,  and  ride 
away,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  own  life.  The 
Gentleman  fuppofmg  too,that  he  had  really  difpatcht 
this  Pad,  not  feeing  him  move  all  this  while  (which 
he  confeft  to  me  afterwards,  he  politickly  did,  to  the 
intent  he  might  be  exempted  from  fighting,  and  fe- 
curely  fee  the  event  of  the  Combat :  the  other  two 
thatcametohis  affiftancejudg'd the  fame, and  advifed 
him  to  ride  away  v/ith  all  fpeed  to  the  next  Juftice  ; 
not  only  to  avoid  the  prefent  danger,  for  (faid  he) 
this  other  Rogue  is  rid  away  but  to  get  fome  more  of 
his  fellows,  to  make  a  further  attempt)  but  you  will 
alfo  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Country,  for  deftroy- 
ing  fuch  Caterpillars,  that  eat  up  the  Fruit  of  their 
Land.  Setting  Spurrs  to  their  Horfes  away  they 
Gallopt,  to  find  out  the  next  Juftice  ;  my  Husband 
perceivingthey  weregone,got  up,  and  mountingrode 
full  fpeed  home,  without  fo  much  as  once  looking  be- 
hindhim.  Cominghome,he  found  me  almofldrown'd 
in  tears,  and  half  frighted  out  of  my  wits;  not  fo 
much  for  forrow  of  his  death  (which  news  I  had  pri- 
vately fent  me  by  our  Tapfter)  but  for  fear,  as  foon  as 
it  fliould  be  known  who  this  flain  Thief  was,  I  fliould 
have  my  goods  inftantly  fiezed  on,  and  my  doors  fliut 
up.  I  was  in  a  Room  by  my  felf,  getting  fome  Plate 
together,  with  other  choice  portable  things ;  and 
coming  to  the  flair  head,  with  an  intent  to  convey 
them  out  of  the  houfe,  met  with  my  Husband  full 
butt ;  whofe  face  being  pale  and  wan,  by  reafon  of 
his  late  great  fear,  poffcll;  me  with  fo  ftrong  a  conceit, 
that  this  was  his  Ghoft,  that  the  fright  made  me  skreek 
out,  and  letting  fall  what  I  had  in  my  Apron,  I  re- 
treated. This  fudden  furprize  fo  amazed  him,  that 
he  flood  indeed  like  an  apparition  at  the  Chamber- 
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door,  and  had  not  the  power  to  come  in  :  this  increafl 
my  beHef,  however,  I  pluckt  up  my  Spirits,  and  bold- 
ly askt  him,  what  he  was,  and  what  he  came  for  ?  He 
fneakingly,  in  a  low  voyce,  (for  he  was  more  than 
half  dead)  anfwered,  he  was  my  Husband,  and  that  he 
came  to  fee  me.  My  Husband,  faid  I  is  dead  ;  and  if 
thou  be  his  damn'd  Ghoft,  I  conjure  thee,  by  all  that 
is  good,  prcfently  depart,  and  trouble  me  not  now, 
fmce  whilft  living,  I  could  never  be  content,  nor  at 
quiet  for  thee.  Not  fpcaking  one  word,  he  turn'd  his 
back  upon  me,  and  went  down  ftairs.  I  never  be- 
lieved my  felf  a  Conjurer  till  now  (although  I  have 
been  called  Witch  a  thoufand  times)  and  indeed  I 
knew  not  what  to  think  of  it,  (comparing  altogether) 
whether  this  was  a  phantafm,  or  not,  but  troubling 
my  thoughts  no  further  about  that  matter,  I  took 
up  what  I  had  dropt,  and  getting  into  the  yard,  would 
have  march'd  off  with  what  I  had  in  my  lap,  had  he 
not  haftcned  after  me,  and  holding  me  faftby  the  arm, 
told  me,  that  he  was  not  quite  dead,  though  almoft 
frightned  out  of  his  life,  and  therefore  bcgg'd  me 
I  would  not  rcm()\-c  any  thing  that  might  tend  to 
liis  prejudice  ;  and  if  I  would  walk  in,  he  would  tell 
me  his  whole  morning  Adventure. 

The  two  Gentlemen  coming  to  the  Jufbice,  amply 
declared  what  an  eminent  piece  of  Service  the}^  had 
done  their  Country,  by  killing  on  the  place  one  I'ad- 
dcr,  and  putting  to  flight  another;  and  that  if  his 
W'orlhip  plcafcd  to  Summon  a  cjuantity  of  the  Parifli, 
to  defend  them  ifoccafion  Ihould  require,  they  would 
fhew  them  the  j)Iace  where  the  dead  lay.  Hereupon 
there  were  a  great  many  that  offered  themfelves  free- 
ly to  go  along;  but  coming  to  theplace,  found  neither 
man,  nor  horfe,  nor  the  llgn  of  one  drop  of  blood. 
TlieCountrey  People  finding  themfelves  thus  abufed, 
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and  not  knowing  what  the  defign  of  theic  two  Gen- 
tlemen might  be,  in  putting  fuch  a  trick  upon  them, 
laid  hold  on  them,  and  carried  them  back  to  the 
Juftice  ;  who  being  informed  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  appearance  of  what  had  prctendedly  been  done, 
askt  them  the  reafon,why  they  thus  abufed  themfelves 
and  others,  with  meer  forgeries  :  to  which  they  both 
replyed,  that  their  eyes  had  feen  what  their  tongues 
related,  and  concluded,  that  other  padders,  confede- 
rate with  this,  had  carried  off  the  Body  of  their  Bro- 
ther, that  they  might  avoid  fufpition.  The  Juftice  and 
others  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  fo  the  Gentle- 
men were  difmift. 

Our  Tapfter  hearing  that  his  Mafter  was  in  health, 
returned  home,  refolving  for  the  future,  never  to  ha- 
zard his  life  with  fo  great  a  pcicc  of  cowardize  ; 
and  to  fpeak  the  truth,  it  was  high  time  to  leave 
off,  fmce  they  were  fhrewdly  fufpcctcd  by  the 
whole  Town  to  be  High-way  men,  they  being  feen  fo 
often  together  on  Horfc-back,  both  early  and  late. 
My  Trade  however  diminiflit  not,  for  I  was  taken 
notice  of,  all  the  Country  round,  to  be  a  dealer  in  fe- 
crets,and  ready  money  commodities  ;  nay,  there  were 
not  a  few  honeft  mens  wives,  that  would  not  ftick  to 
truft  me  in  the  difpofal  of  the  whole  Cargo  of  their 
reputation.  Nay,  I  was  fo  excellent  at  my  art,  that 
neither  Privateer,  nor  Publican  would  aft  any  diffi- 
cult matter  without  my  advice.  I  could  Pimp,  if  oc- 
cafion  ferved  moft  incomparably ;  and  I  was  lookt  up- 
on as  the  beft/^r^r//;7^s- in  all  our  Countrcy  ;  which  I 
would  not  have  been,  but  that  I  was  fo  much  t}-rcd 
with  my  daily,  nay,  hourly  Vifitants  ;  for  though  Age 
and  Time  have  confpired  to  ruine  the  glories  of  my 
face,  I  can  affure  you,  the  remains  may  inform  any 
■they  were  good.    Being  fo  generally  noted  not  only 
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for  mybeauty,but  myart  vsxPandarizing,  a  Song  was 
compofed  on  me  by  fome  riming  Doggril  or  other, 
which  I  will  fing  you  thus,  and  fo  finifli  the  Story  of 
my  former  lifes  a6lions, 

1.  \    T  the  Sign  of  tJic  Swan 
±\_     There  livetli  a  jua/i, 

I  go  not  about  to  deceive  yon  ; 

Ten  thonfand  to  one, 

If  yon  come,  he  is  gone, 
That  his  Wife  may  the  better  receive  yon. 

2.  Lovely  brozvn  is  her  hair. 

Her  face  comely  fair, 
Iler  zvafle  yon  may  fpan,  ' tis  fo  flender  ; 

Negro  black  are  eyes, 

Pafjing  zvJiite  are  her  thighs, 
All  the  allnrements  ^7/ Venus  attend  her. 

3.  Her  Tzvins  of  delight, 

(Which  are  aluuiyes  in  flight) 
Her  breafls  zvliich  are  whiter  than  fnoiv, 

J)y  their  panting  do  beat 

jfln  Alarm  to  the  feat. 
To  cojnbate  her  Lovers  behno. 

4.  With  her  finiles  Jhe  invites 

To  tajlc  her  delights  ; 
Which  I  would,  if  f  durjl  fo  prefume  ; 

J>u t  I  f  -a r  Jhe  ha th  fi -i s 

Which  will  qiicuch  my  dcfires, 
/hit  my  body  to  ajlics  confime. 

5.  She's  an  excellent  Pimp, 

'J7ie  Devils  bejl  Imp  ; 
Shes  a  V>ii\\d,Jhes  a  lehore,  that's  too  common 

If  yon  iiitoul  for  to  fly 

Hells  flames,  come  not  nigh  ; 
Shes  a  thi//g,  that  is  worfe  than  a  Woman. 
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CHAP.    V  I. 

Mrs.  T>oxo\\\y  goes  with  her  new  Aeqnaiiitaiicc,  zvho 
per/wades  her  to  accommodate  a  barreuGentlewouian 
a  frioid  of  hers,  zuith  her  child,  as  foon  as  born.  A 
character  of  this  Gentlewoman,  and  her  amorous 
practices :  the  manner  of  her  being  rob'd  by  one  of 
her  Gallants  ;  Jie  is  apprehended  and  executed.  Mrs. 
Dorothy  is  delivered  of  a  Boy,  zvho  is  made  Heir  to  a 
great  Eflate,  aiidflie  highly  rewarded  for  her  confcnt. 

THe  Old  Woman  having  thus  finiflit  her  Story, 
fhe  addreft  her  felf  to  me,  faying,  Dear  Heart, 
you  fee  how  free  I  have  been  with  you,  not  conceaHng 
from  your  knowledg  any  one  remarkable  paffage  of  my 
life,  though  never  fo  infamous  or  fcandalous.  I,  and 
though  our  acquaintance  is  very  young,  yet  put  your 
confidence  in  me,  and  queftion  not,  but  that  I  fliall  fo 
affifl  you  in  the  management  of  your  concerns, 
that  you  fliall  have  caufe  to  thank  me  as  long  as  you 
live.  Hereupon  flie  acquainted  me,  that  there  was  a 
Gentleman  (not  far  off)  well  known  to  her,  that 
hadbeenmarried  adozen  years  and  upwards  to  avery 
beautiful,  and  well  proportion'd  Gentlewoman  ;  yet 
had  no  iffue  by  her  ;  that  for  want  of  an  Heir,  the 
Eftate  after  his  deceafe  would  fall  to  the  youngerPro- 
ther  ;  that  it  was  a  ver}'  great  grief  to  the  Gentleman, 
but  efpecially  to  his  Wife  ;  and  (faid  flie)  this  Gen- 
tlewoman knowing  me  to  be  a  perfon  fit  to  be  advifcd 
withal  about  matters  of  this  nature,  often  fent  for  me 
to  her  houfe,  where  fome  years  fince,  I  counfellcd  her 
to  make  trial,  whether  llie  or  Plusband  was  in  fault ; 
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in  order  thereunto  I  have  hclpt  her  at  times  to  the  en- 
joyment of  at  leaft  a  fcore  of  feveral  lufty  young 
Perfons.  And  becaufc  I  would  take  the  fureft  way, 
fhe  never  had  more  than  one  at  one  time,  and  him  nei- 
ther not  above  a  quarter  of  a  year  together  ;  he  then 
fruftratingour  expe6tations,  I  counfell'd  her  to  make 
tryal  of  another.  The  firft  I  made  choice  of  for 
her,  was  a  proper  young  flaxen-hair'd  man,  tall  and 
ficndcr  ;  a  delicate  young  man  he  was  indeed,  whofe 
complexion  (being  Sanguine)  furniflied  him  with 
more  heat  than  is  in  any  other  temperature ;  which 
made  his  hair  like  fine  threads  of  Gold,  twirl  in  rings, 
or  rather  you  might  call  them  the  lines  and  hooks 
with  which  the  little  wanton  God  of  love  did  ufually 
angle  for  female  hearts  ;  had  you  feen  them,  you 
would  have  fworn  that  they  were  fufficicnt  to  catch 
ihe  heart  of  a  Vcftal-Maidcn,  or  the  moft  refolvcd  Vo- 
tarcfs  to  Chajlity^  that  ever  had  a  being.  His  eyes, 
quick  and  nimble,  and  penetratcing  ;  he  had  a  ftrong 
fancy,  a  quick  invention, and  a  moft  incomparable  ut- 
terance; and  hiscarriagc  and  deportment  was  incredi- 
ble winning  ;  whofc  fingle  touch  of  the  hand  was 
fufficicnt  to  have  thaw'd  the  moft  congealed-frozen 
temper  in  the  world  into  affeftion.  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  thefe  allurements, and  feirpromifingproperties 
with  near  upon  an  half  }'ears  mutual  converfe  with 
each  other,  llie  found  her  expectations  fruftrated. 

]k'ing  refolvcd  to  make  further  tr}'al  (for  fhe 
would  not  be  convinc'd  that  Ihe  was  either  defe6live 
or  barren,)  Ihe  coiifulted  me,  how  Ihe  might  be  rid 
of  this  her  amorous  1  lot-fpur,  and  have  fome  other  in 
his  place,  of  a  different  conftitution  ;  alleadging  that 
fhe  being  of  the  fame  complexion,  flie  verily  believed 
her  imprcgnancy  proceeded  thence;  fiiying  further, 
that  Ihe  had  heard  fcveral,  as  Well   Phyfitions  as 
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others  ftrongly  affirm, that  the  grand  reafon,why  feve- 
ral  Women  have  no  children,  was  the  too  near  affi- 
nity of  their  husbands  complexion  and  conftitution 
to  their  own  ;  and  that  on  the  other  fide,  none  more 
infallible  enjoy'd  the  fruits  of  their  labours,  the  off- 
fpring  of  their  bodies,  than  fuch,  whofe  corporal 
temperaments  were  diffimilar  or  different. 

Underftanding  her  humour,  I  was  refolved  to  com- 
ply with  her  in  whatfoever  fhe  defired  (being  fo  pro- 
fitable a  friend  to  me)  but  I  knew  not  how  to  dif- 
place  her  Sanguine  complexion'd  Gallant,  who  grew 
by  this  time  a  moft  paffionate  Lover  ;  at  length  I  be- 
thought me  to  perfwade  him  to  follicite  her  waiting 
Gentlewoman,  making  him  believe  that  flie  was  ar- 
dently in  love  with  him,  and  that  fhe  had  a  good  Sum 
by  her,  which  would  infallibly  be  at  his  devotion;  my 
credulous  young  Gamefter  greedily  fwallowed  my 
advice,  and  followed  to  a  hair  my  dictations;  having 
won  her  (for  I  know  not  who  could  withftand  him) 
he  came  to  me,  and  informed  me  of  the  time,  and 
place,that  he  fhould commence  thofedelights  theyin- 
tended  to  continue  as  long  as  life  lafted  ;  being  joy- 
ful of  this  opportunity,  I  prefently  addreft  my  felf 
to  my  Miftris,  giving  an  account  to  her  of  her  friends 
new  courtfliip,  and  when  it  fliould  be  confumated  ; 
advifing  her  to  watch  them,  and  catch  them  in  the  act, 
by  which  means  flie  fliould  be  freed  from  his  future 
addreffes,and  likewife  confirm  her  Maids  fecrefie  and 
fidelity  to  her.  All  which  flie  performed,  by  threatning 
her  Maid  to  turn  her  away,  and  fliame  her  to  boot,  if 
ever  flie  affociated  her  felf,  or  entertained  him  again 
in  her  houfe  ;  and  calling  him  falfe,  faithlefs  man,  and 
I  know  not  what,  baniiht  him  for  ever  from  her  pre- 
fence  for  his  unconftancy. 

The  next  Dick  I  pickt  up  for  her  was  a  man  of  a 
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colour  as  contrary  to  the  former,  as  light  is  to  dark- 
nefs,  being  fwarthy ;  whofe  hair  was  as  black  as  a 
floe  ;  middle  ftatur'd,  well  fet,  both  ftrong  and  a6live, 
a  man  fo  univerfally  tryed,  and  fo  fruitfully  fuccesful, 
that  there  was  hardly  any  female  within  ten  miles 
gotten  with  child  in  hugger-mugger,  but  he  was  more 
than  fufpe6led  to  be  Father  of  all  the  legitimate.  Yet 
this  too,  proved  an  ineffectual  Operator.  She  now  be- 
gan tofufpecl  herfelf  of  barrennefs;  butbeingprompt- 
ed  with  hopes,  and  ftrangely  induced  by  the  fenfe  of 
pleafure  which  flie  reapt  in  the  variety  of  her  amo- 
rous Confidents, fhe  refolvcd  on  a  third,  a  Gentle-man 
of  her  own  ele6lion,  who  having  been  a  confiderable 
time  a  Student  in  the  Inns  of  Court,  Avas  returned  in- 
to the  Country,  to  enjoy  that  plentiful  eftate  his 
lately  deceas'd  father  had  left  him, the  anticnt  Seat  of 
his  Anceflors  ;  of  ftature  fo  low,  that  he  could  but 
juft  take  the  u])pcr-hand  of  a  dwarf,  being  only  eleva- 
ted by  the  pole  above  him.  She  was  fain  at  firft  to 
Court  him,inftead  of  his  courting  her  :  and  indeed,  I 
could  not  fee  how  he  could  prefume  (without  her  en- 
couragement) to  carefs  a  Gyantefs,  fo  much  taller 
than  himfelf. 

There  w  us  not  fo  great  a  difproportion  in  their  bo- 
dies, as  there  were  conformity  and  agrecablenefs  in 
their  wills  ;  and  that  the  Soul  of  his  which  was  coopt 
up,  and  confined  within  too  narrow  limits,  became 
more  active  and  vigorous;  fothat  attacking  her  with  a 
lively  and  fprightful  courage  poffcffcd  himfelf  of  the 
garrifiMi  without  a  tedious  liege  of  a  12  months  court- 
ftiip,  his  hair  was  of  a  darl-cilli  brown,  or  chelt-nut  co- 
lour, not  handfome  ciunighto  bcaw(jman,  }-et  too  fair 
to  be  a  man.  Though  he  was  not  tall,  yet  nature  ex- 
prell  no  irregularit)-  in  his  formation  :  being  fymnie- 
trical,  or  [MXiportionabh'  conipoied  from  the  Iine> 
'  V 
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of  his  face  you  might  have  colle6led  Capital  Letters 
enough  to  have  fpelt  a  Gentleman  ;  and  not  an 
aftion,  or  expreffion  of  his  (excepting  this  of  his  too 
intimate  familiarity  with  another  mans  wife)  which 
did  not  largelydeclare  the  immenfityof  his  Soul,  and 
the  virtues  that  thereunto  belonged. 

So  dearly  fhe  loved  him,  (that  notwithftanding  he 
did  not  anfwer  her  expe6lations  in  making  her  Belly 
fwell)  flie  fo  doted  on  his  Company,  and  converfe, 
that  fhe  gave  her  husband  too  many  palpable  caufes 
to  fufpe6l  her  honefty,  and  integrity  towards  him. 
Not,  but  that  for  the  fake  of  an  Heir,  which  he  quefti- 
on'd  whether  he  fliould  ever  get  himfelf)  he  would 
be  content  to  wink  (as  he  hath  done  feveral  times) 
at  the  freedome  his  wife  hath  taken  with  feveral  o- 
thers  befides  himfelf.  But  looking  on  my  little  dap- 
per fquire  to  be  to  little  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  would  come  fhort  home,  as  to  that  bufmefs, 
took  an  occafion  to  affront  him,  that  it  might  produce 
a  quarrel,  that  fliould  eloign  him  from  his  houfe,  and 
further  intimacy  with  his  wife.  However,  though  he 
had  low  and  undervaluing  thoughts  of  this  Gentle- 
man, by  reafon  of  his  flature,  yet  he  found  him  in 
field,  full  as  tall  as  himfelf  in  true  valour,  being  (as 
we  fay)  mettle  to  the  back.  It  was  the  hap  of  this 
Gentleman  to  be  defperately  wounded  by  the  leffer, 
and  fo  dangeroufly,  that  it  was  fuppofed  his  wounds 
would  end  all  the  future  differences  between  them  ; 
however  recovering  this  Combate  feparated  them  e- 
ternally. 

My  Miflris  was  fowell  acquainted  v.ith  the  lofs  of 
her  Gallants,  that  flie  was  not  much  troubled  to  be 
deprived  of  the  fociety  of  this  laft ;  but  all  her 
trouble  was.  to  get  another  in  his  room.  Shce  ap- 
plyed  her  fclf  to  me  again,  her  undccci\'ing  Oracle, 
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and  received  her  accuftomed  comfort,  that  in  a  little 
time  I  would  procure  her  another,  that  fhould  out- 
throw  the  reft,  at  leaft  a  Barrs  length  ;  I  was  not 
long  in  the  procuration  ;  for  there  was  a  Gentleman 
that  frequented  our  Houfc,  who  fpent  his  money  very 
freely,  yet  had  not  a  foot  of  land,  neither  had  he  any 
trade,  or  tools,  but  the  high  way,  fword  and  piftol 
to  bring  him  in  a  lively  hood.  He  was  a  lufty  well 
fet  man,  and  rcd-hair'd ;  a  complexion  that  hath  often 
gonethrough-rtich.  I  had  often  tryed  him  my  fclf,  and 
therefore  I  could  the  better  recommend  him  to  a  friend. 
One  day  (his  ftock  being  low,  and  he  at  that  time  in  our 
houfe)  he  defired  me  to  lend  him  half  a  peice.  I  be- 
ing glad  of  this  opportunity,  told  him  I  would,  and 
withall  defired  to  confer  with  him  in  private  ;  ho 
joyfully  accepted  my  motion,  thinking  I  had  fomc  fe- 
cret  defign  to  take  my  accuftomed  ufe  for  the  loan  ; 
buthewas  ftranglyfurprized,  and  even  diftractcd  with 
exceffive  joy,  when  he  heard  me  tell  him,  what  a 
Miftris  I  had  provided  for  him  ;  that  he  fliould  have 
his  bell}'  full  of  fporting,  &  be  liberally  paid  for  it  too. 
Weappointedthedaywhenlftiould  introduce  him  in- 
to his  ncw^^Iiftrifs's  acquaintance,  but  with  this  con- 
dition, that  I  (hould  Ihare  with  him  in  his  gcttings.  It 
was  concluded  on,  and  he  poffeft  of  his  Treafure,  to 
the  full  content  of  them  both.  ]\Iy  Houfe  was  now  his 
conllant  receptacle,  or  dormitory,  but  \\hen  he  was 
in  the  embraccsof  his  millrcfs;  and  he wasvery honed 
in  giving  me  my  lliare,  my  half  part,  and  commonly 
f[)cnt  the  reft  (to  my  advantage;  of  what  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  and  to  the  intent  the  more  might  come  into 
mypoeket,  I  advifed  her  by  all  means  not  to  ftarvc  his 
fervice,  but  incourage  him  often  with  ftims  of  mo- 
ney ;  urging  moreover.thatthepoorCjentleman could 
not  but  be  at  ureat  charLres  in  maintaining-  himkU" 
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in  a  ftrange  place,  exiling  himfelf  freely  from  his  own 
habitation,  to  be  near  at  her  Command  ;  befide  the 
great  expence  he  is  daily  at  in  coftly  broths,  jellies, 
with  other  provocatives,  or  reftorers  of  decai'd  na- 
ture. 

I  needed  not  to  have  tempted  her  to  liberality,  fhe 
beingnaturally  prone  thereunto;  always  extravagant- 
ly rewarding  kindneffcs  of  this  nature.  She  began  now 
to  grow  very  penfive,  and  unufually  melancholy,  to 
fee  all  her  fwelling  hopes  thus  dalht ;  and  was  not  fo 
fociable  as  fhe  ufed  to  be  with  her  friend  ;  which  gave 
him  fome  caufe  to  fufpecl  her  inconftancie,  or  that  fhe 
would  fpeedily  defert  him,  and  accept  fome  other ; 
which  put  him  on  the  contrivance  to  fave  fomething, 
that  might  be  a  fupport  to  him,  if  his  fallar>^  fliould 
fail,  or  at  leaftwife  keep  him  alive,  till  his  Country- 
Contributions,  or  padding  incomes  fliould  fupplyhis 
profufe,  and  unneceffary  expences. 

When  ever  he  came,  Ihe  entertain'd  him  with  fuch 
an  undeierved  francknefs,  that  flie  concealed  nothing 
from  him,  that  might  either  pleafe  his  fancie,  or  fatif- 
fie  his  curiofity.  Underflanding  flie  was  admirable  at 
her  Needle,  he  defired  her  to  fliew  him  fome  pieces  of 
her  art,  that  he  might  by  the  applauding  of  the  one 
admire  the  other.  She  readily  condefcended  to  what 
he  propounded ;  being  glad  he  had  demanded  a  thing 
v/hich  came  v/ithin  the  verge  of  her  power  to  pleafe 
him  withal.  Opening  a  large  Cyprefs-Chell:,  flie 
fliew'd  him  great  variety  of  excellent  pieces  of  her 
own  hand-Vv-orking  ;  and  withal  he  difcovx-red  feveral 
bags  cramm'dwith  other  pieces,which  he  hadagrcat- 
er  minde  to  handle ;  which  I  conceived  flie  fliew'd  him 
out  of  meer  oftentation,  telling  him  withal,  that  as 
long  as  one  penny  was  in  ihem  his  pockets  fliould  not 
be  unfurniflit  with  mone}- ;   and  that  when  all  thofc 
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bags  were  emptied,  her  Husbands  annual  eftate 
would  quickly  fill  them  again,  and  fix  times  as  many. 

This  afiurancc  of  having  his  conftant  ftipcnd  con- 
tinued, prevailed  not  in  the  Icaft  on  this  Caret-pated 
villains  ingrateful  defigns  ;  but  he  refolved,  with  the 
firfl  opportunity,  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  thofe 
fums,  although  he  knew  he  muft  unavoydably  lofe  his 
Miftrcfs  thereby  ;  the  next  morning  flie  fent  for  him, 
to  acquaint  him,  that  her  Husband  was  gone  fome 
twenty  miles  off,  and  that  he  would  not  return  in  five 
days,  having  300  libXo  receive  of  fuch  a  man,  naming 
the  place  where  he  lived.  This  damn'd  Dog,  hearing 
this,  caper'd  for  joy,  which  thepoorlnnocentbelicved, 
proceeded  from  his  thinking  what  a  long  time  he  had 
to  enjoy  his  ^Miftrefs  uncontroulably  :  whereas  it  was 
otherwife,  for  now  he  knew  how  to  kill  two  Birds 
with  one  ftone. 

However,  that  flie  might  not  miftruft  him  as  guilty 
of  any  treachery,  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  pleafantly 
and  his  Careffes  were  fo  agreeable,  that  his  Miftrcfs 
erteem'd  her  felf  the  happiell  woman  in  the  world,  in 
the  enjo)-mcnt  of  the  pcrfon  of  fo  facetious,  and  moft 
accomplilht  Lover  ;  nay,  fo  fond  (he  was  of  liis  com- 
pany, that  ihc  was  refolved  to  make  the  moll:  of  him 
in  her  husbands  abfence  ;  and  therefore  caufed  him 
to  lie  in  the  houfe,  not  induring  him  out  of  her  fight, 
till  the  day  before  her  husbands  returne;  at  which 
time  he  walkt  out  :  what  feallings,  junketings  and 
joUi  tings  together  there  were  in  that  time,  none  are  bet- 
ter ;ible  to  conceix'e  than  fucli  who,  with  their  large 
purfes,  ha\-e  inlarged  hearts,  caring  not  how  dear  the 
purchafeis,  fo  that  thepleafure  be  great,  though  not  of 
twominutes  lalling.  You muftunderftand, that  I  \\ent 
fiiips  with  him  in  thefe  delights,  as  well  as  in  his 
profits ;  I  had  a  li(|uorifh  tootii  Hill  in  my  head,  and 
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therefore  would  not  be  out  of  call,  to  participate 
with  them  in  their  Viands,  and  Banquetings  ;  In- 
deed, I  was  ever  an  excellent  fmell  feaft. 

The  day  (wherein  he  went  abroad,  as  I  told  you) 
was  the  curfed  time  in  which  he  procured  affiftants,  to 
carry  on  his  hellifh  plot,  which  had  like  to  have  proved 
my  utter  ruine.  It  feems  he  appointed  them  about 
four  of  the  clock  in  the  evening  to  come  to  the  Gen- 
tlewomans  houfe,  where  (as  before)  we  were  all 
making  merry  ;  and  knowing  the  ftrength  of  the 
houfe,  there  being  never  a  man  at  home,  the  Groom 
being  gone  with  his  Mafter,  and  only  a  foot-boy  left, 
he  appointed  only  two  thatfhould  manage  the  defign 
befide  himfelf ;  who  knocking  at  the  gate,  and  the 
foot-boy  opening  it  to  them,  they  inftantly  feiz'd 
him,  both  binding,  and  gagging  him.  Having  bolted 
the  Gate,  they  advanced  into  the  houfe,  and  feem- 
ingly  very  peaceful,  they  mounted  the  ftairs,  having 
fecured  thofe  who  were  below  in  the  fame  manner,  as 
they  had  done  the  boy  ;  as  foon  I  faw  two  men  now 
entring  the  Chamber,  Avhere  we  were,  I  then  con- 
cluded that  we  were  betrai'd,  and  that  the  principal 
Traytorwas  our  fuppofcd  friend;  I  hereupon  opened 
as  wide  as  my  jaws  would  give  me  leave  ;  which  one 
of  the  rogues  perceiving,  clapt  a  gag  within  my 
mouth,  and  fo  kept  them  at  that  gaping  diftance,  the 
Rogues  might  have  had  fome  confidcration  before 
they  had  fcrved  me  thus,  as  knowing  I  had  few  teeth 
to  barricadoe  my  gums  from  the  injury  they  might 
receive  from  that  confounded  inftrument  which 
flretcht  my  mouth  afunder. 

The  good  Gentlewoman,  feeing  how  barbaroufly 
they  handled  me,  did  not  queftion  they  would  exercifc 
the  like  cruelty  next  on  her  ;  to  prevent  which,  flie 
fell  on  her  knees,  befeeching  them  not  to  abufe  her, 
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and  throwing  them  the  keyes  of  what  they  lookt  for, 
bid  they  take  what  they  pleafed.  Her  accurfed  Vil- 
lain had  the  impudence  to  view  the  tears  run  down 
her  lovely  cheeks,  without  the  leaft  remorfe,  or  pity 
on  a  foul  fo  dearly  loved  him,  he  only  raifed  her  with 
his  hands,  alTuring  her,  flic  fliould  receive  no  other  in- 
jurie  than  the  lofs  of  what  money  flie  fliewed  him, 
and  his  eternal  happincfs  ;  for  I  know  Madam  (faid 
he)  how  infatiate  you  are.how^  variable,  how  change- 
able upon  the  flightefl;  occafion  ;  I  am  not  infenfible 
what  variety  you  have  already  tyred  (the  more  to 
blame  me  that  imforccd  him  ;)  and  how  many  more 
you  intend,  may  be  fufficiently  drawn  from  your  un- 
fatisfied  humour,  and  inconftant  nature.  And  now 
if  you  love  your  life,  ftir  not  till  we  are  gone;  and 
tliank  our  lenity,  that  we  have  not  fecured  you  other- 
wayes.  Taking  up  the  money,  every  one  carrying  a 
part;  hold  (faid  one)  we  have  forgot  fomcthingyet, 
that  Ladies  hands  muft  be  tyed,  leaft  flie  ungag  that 
fcrious  and  now  filcnt  Matron  there :  her  hands 
and  logs  muft  be  tyed  too,  left  fhe  talk  or  walk  to 
fright  us.  Having  fo  done,  come  now  let  us  go  (faid 
the  Red  headed  Traytor)  it  is  high  time,  left  that  old 
witch  fwallow  on  of  us;  don't  you  fee  how  flie  gapes? 
God  b'you  (good  Madam)  you  are  bound  to  becon- 
flant  now;  dear  Partner  (pointing  to  me)  farewell, 
1  thank  }-ou  for  your  procuration  money,  and  fo  a- 
way  they  went ;  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  the  Gentle- 
woman had  with  her  teeth  fet  her  hands  at  liberty, 
which  foon  gave  my  hands,  feet,  and  tongue  the  like, 
and  (lifcendingthe  Itairs.wc  found  the  maids,  and  boy 
bound,  and  gagg'd ;  liaving  loos'd  them  Ihe  whifper'd 
licr  boy  in  tlie  ear,  I  knew  not  what,  but  it  was  to 
fetch  a  Conllablc,  which  he  did  in  an  inflant;  and 
whiH]  I  was  condolcing  in)'  Friends  lofs,  and  misfor- 
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tune,  I  was  apprehended  by  her  command,  and  con- 
veyed to  Goal,  there  to  bewail  my  own  too  rigid  fate. 

I  cannot  much  blameherfufpition  of  me,  fmce  there 
were  arguments  too  many,  and  ftrong  enough  to  per- 
fwade  her  I  could  not  be  innocent,  and  therefore  what 
ever  I  alledged  in  my  juftification  ftood  for  a  Cypher. 
I  fent  for  my  husband,  with  many  other  friends,  but 
none  of  them  could  prevail  with  her  from  fending  me 
to  Prifon ;  feeing  there  was  no  remedy,  I  was  refolved 
to  endure  my  confinement  as  patiently  as  I  could. 

Thefe  three  rogues  had  their  horfes  not  far  off,  ready 
fadled,  which  they  mounting,  rode  direftly  in  that  road 
where  they  were  fure  to  meet  their  prize ;  and  as  the 
Devil  would  have  it,  they  waited  not  two  hours,  be- 
fore they  could  perceive  two  riding  directly  towards 
them,  and  foon  after  could  difcern  them  to  be  the 
Gentleman  and  his  groom;  the  firft  of  an  undaunted 
rcfolution,  but  weakly,  by  reafon  of  a  Chronical  di- 
ftemper,  that  had  a  longtime  afflicted  him;  his  man, 
by  his  bulk,  fhape  and  looks,  appeared  like  one  that 
could  t^dLchdiGity of  IVarzcick  to  fight,  and  give  a  pre- 
fident  of  fuch  a  valour,  as  only  became  a  Royal  Cham- 
pion to  own.  The  Gentleman  was  firft  commanded  to 
ftand  and  deliver,  which  he  did,  but  it  was  a  Piftol, 
which  he  difcharged  without  any  execution ;  they  fi- 
redathim  again;  andwoundinghim  in  the  fword  arm, 
he  dropt  his  fword,  and  whilft  he  was  fubmitting  to 
their  difpofal,his  man  fets  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and  moll; 
valiantly  ran  for  it ;  getting  to  the  top  of  a  little  hill, 
not  far  diftant,  where  turning  his  horfe  head,  mofl 
manfully  about,  he  had  the  confidence  to  look  on, 
whilcft  the  Thieves  robb'd  his  Maflcr. 

The  gentleman  feeing  himfelf  thus  dcfcrtcd  by  this 
lubberly-cowardly  Hog  driver  was  ready  to  burft 
with  anger;  but  knew  not  how  to  come  at  him  Jo  be 
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revenged ;  and  therefore  begg'd  the  robbers,  in  lieu  of 
what  money  they  had  taken  from  him,  to  do  him  the 
kindnefs,  to  bafhe  his  man  foundly  that  ftood  on  yon 
der  hill,  as  a  meer  looker  on.  I,  /,  faid  the  one,  /will 
give  you  that  fatisfa6lion  prefently  my  felf  alone,  and 
fo  fetting  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  rode  up  to  him,  and  com- 
plemented him  no  otherwife  at  firft,  than  with  the 
flat  of  his  fvvord,  which  notwithftanding  made  his 
fides  and  flioulders  fmarttofomepurpofe;  this  great 
looby  took  all  this  with  incredible  patience;  but  the 
Padbychancecuttinghim ;  nay,  nowfaid  he,  flcfli  and 
blood  is  not  longcrable  toendure;  and  with  that  drew 
a  broad  two  egg'd  Scotch-fword,  and  handled  it  fo 
well,  that  he  cut  this  fellow  off  his  horfe  prefently; 
the  other  two  feeing  their  fellow  over-niatcht,  ad\-an- 
ced  with  all  fpeed,  and  both  affaulted  him  at  once:  but 
he  feeing  them  approach,and  being  now  blooded, made 
ready  to  receive  them  by  drawing  a  Piftol,  which  he 
fired  fo  luckily,  that  the  fliot  deprived  him  of  one  of 
his  enemies  more,  and  he  had  now  no  inequality  of 
number  to  oppofe  him.  Succefs  had  fo  fleflit  him,  that 
he  fought  more  like  a  De\il,than  a  man.  laying  about 
him  backwards,  and  forwards;  fo  that  he  difinabled 
the  third,  which  was  the  firfl  Plotter.  1  lad  his  Matter 
been  able  to  fight,  and  there  had  been  as  man}'  more 
againll  him,  he  fo  behaved  him  felf,  that  there  was  no 
work  f(ir  an\'  to  do  but  himfelf  Thus  ditl  this  one 
man, who  had  never  fought  before  (and  thereforelikc 
an  horfe,  knew  not  his  own  llrengtli  till  it  was  Irjx'd) 
concjuer  three,  that  were  accounted  Cocks  of  the 
JiicJoi-s. 

The  Gentlemen  fearching  their  Portmancicks,  and 
fuuling400///'.  was  amazed  at  fo  confiderable  a  pur- 
chafe;  and  fecuring  it,  with  this  fui\iving  Rogue, 
and  their  llorfes,  rode  dircell}-  to  the  nexl  Jullice; 
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where  leaving  the  Booty  in  his  hands  for  the  prefent, 
the  Prifoner  had  his  mittimus  drawn  up,  and  was  fent 
to  the  fame  Gaol  hisLanlady,theHoftefswas  in.  Not- 
withftandingallthofe  difguizes  he  madeufeof  tofeem 
another  man,  he  was  known  by  me,  and  received  from 
me  a  whole  broad  fide  of  juft  reproaches;  which  had 
like  to  have  funk  him  deeper,  than  the  preffures  of  his 
prefent  misfortunes  could  do.  What  (faid  I)  did 
you  not  live  too  much  at  your  eafe.''  had  you  not  but 
too  much  plenty,  which  took  you  off  thofe  defpc- 
rate  courfes,  or  might  have  done,  which  would  with- 
out doubt  have  brought  you  to  the  Gallowes  in  the 
end;  but  having  fo  little  regard  to  your  own  well- 
fare,  I  could  not  expeft  much  from  you  as  to  mine; 
though  gratitude  might  have  commanded  you  to  have 
ftudyed  myprefervation,  although  you  fhould  hourly 
hazard  your  own.  Inftead  of  applying  fmooth,  and 
foothing  anfwers  (which  might  have  been  as  Cordi- 
als, or  Balfom  to  my  wounded  mind)  he  gave  me 
this  corrafive,  this  Choak-pear,  that  if  I  would  not 
hold  my  clack,  which  dinn'cl  his  ears  worfe  than  the 
Catarachts  of  Nile,  he  Avould  declare  before  the 
]3ench,upon  his  tryal,  that  he  would  never  have  done 
fo  foul  a  faet,  but  by  my  inftigation;  and  that  if  I 
held  not  my  tongue,  he  affured  me,  that  (fince  he 
knew  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  efcape  with 
life)  he  loved  me  fo  well,  that  I  fliould  dye  with  him, 
to  bear  him  company  in  the  other  world. 

Perceiving  what  his  defperate  refolution  was,  I 
thought  good  to  alter  the  Scene  of  my  chat,  and  beg 
liim  to  be  patient;  affuringhim,  that  what  I  had  faid 
was  not  out  of  any  ill  will,  but  to  make  him  fcnfible 
how  much  I  was  his  friend  at  all  times;  and  that  my 
own  imprifonment  (for  his  fake)  troubled  me  not  fo 
much,  as  the  danger  that  he  was  in;  and  that  he  might 
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accufe  me,  if  he  pleafed,  and  fo  endanger  my  fuffer- 
ing  with  him  ;  but  I  charged,  withall,  his  Confci- 
ence  with  my  innocencie  in,  and  ignorance  of  what 
he  and  his  accomplices  had  aftcd,  contrary  to  my 
privity.  It  was  fome  comfort  to  hear  him  then  ac- 
knowledge before  a  great  many  witneffes,  that  I 
w^as  no  way  acccffary  to  his  guilt;  and  when  the  Afll- 
zes  came,  he  acknowledged  upon  his  Arraignment, 
that  none  abetted,  or  were  concerned  in  what  he  had 
done,  and  there  ftood  arraigned  for,  but  himfelf  and 
two  others,  which  were  flain  in  the  conteft.  Where- 
upon I  was  difcharged  by  Proclamation  of  Court, 
none  coming  in  againft  me;  and  he  received  fentence 
of  death,  which  was  accordingly  executed  three  dayes 
afterward;  he  then  again  at  the  Gallows  declaring 
to  the  fpc6lators  my  innocencie  in  his  robbery. 

This  Confcffion  of  his,  I  thought,  would  as  well 
reintroduce  me  into  the  favour  of  the  abufed  Gentle- 
woman, my  former  friend,  as  by  his  fuffering  death 
give  full  fatisfaftion  to  her  inraged  revenge.  In  order 
thereunto,  after  my  Gaol  delivery,  I  fent  her  feve- 
ral  Letters  to  pacific  her  paffion,  and  imployed  feve- 
ral  friends  to  ac(iuHint  her  with  the  reallity  of  my 
former  fidelit}',  and  prefent  integrity:  at  length  they 
fo  far  nK'diat(.;d  with  her  in  my  behalf,  that  (he  fent 
for  me  (when  her  Husband  was  abroad)  and  in  the 
walk's  of  her  (harden,  difcourit  me  largely,  as  to 
whatever  had  pall  between  us,  or  anybodyelfe  bymy 
means.  And  no\v,faidfhe, this  lait  unhapj^yand  unex- 
pected villan}' from  a  friend  you[)rocured  me,  and  one 
I  dearly  loved,  hath  tyed  u[)  my  hands  from  ever  en- 
joying the  like  opportunities  again,  l^'or  my  Husband 
fuuling  that  the  purchafe  he  took  from  the  Thieves 
\\a.s  but  a  Tig  of  his  own  Sow,  his  own  money,  and 
knowing  the  principal  Robber  to  be  the  Perfon  I  of- 
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ten  treated  at  our  houfe  with  much  civility,  fhrewd- 
\y  fufpecls,  that  I  not  onlyconfented  to  the  Robbery, 
butwould  be  eafily  induced  to  beHeve  to  his  death  too, 
were  it  not  for  the  greatlofs  he  knows  I  fhould  receive 
by  his  death  if  he  iliould  dye  without  iffue.  However 
he  is  much  more  cautious  of  me  than  he  ufed  to  be, 
taking  his  money  into  his  own  cuftody,  and  he  fets  a 
watch  over  me  to  obferve  what  company  I  keep  a- 
broad,  or  entertain  in  our  houfe  :  and  therefore,  if 
ever  you  intend  to  redeem  your  former  credit  and  e- 
ftimation  with  me,  ftudy  fome  project  how  I  may 
carry  on  the  defign  afore  propounded,  of  having  an 
Heir,  that  the  Eflate  may  not  pafs  to  the  next  Bro- 
ther. A  man  I  cannot  but  hate,  for  feveral  weighty 
confiderations.  The  crookednefs  of  his  difpofition, 
and  the  unfuitablenefs  of  his  humour  to  mine,  were 
fufhcienttomakemenotlovehim;  but  his  infuffcrable 
wicked  praclifcs,  both  againft  me,  and  my  Husband, 
make  me  abfolutelydctcftthevery  fight  of  him.  When 
I  was  firft  married  (quoth  flie)  I  thought  my  fc!f  as 
capable  of  conception  as  any  flie  that  ever  A\ore  a 
head;  &  my  husband  being  then  healthful,  &  acti\-ely 
vigorous,  foon  confirming  me,  in  the  opinion  of  being 
a  teeming  woman:  It  feems  I  was  with  child,  though 
I  knew  it  not ;  and  finding  a  great  change  and  altera- 
tion in  my  body,  I  was  fo  ignorant,  as  to  believe  I  was 
breeding  fome  ill  humours,  which,  if  not  timely  pur- 
ged awa}',  might  ingender  a  difcafc  that  might  prove 
my  death.  i\Iy  Husbands  Brother  (which  was  \\\- 
fer  than  my  fclf  in  that  point)  knew  very  well  I  was 
breeding  young  bones,  the  growth  of  which  would 
infallibly  lift  him  out  of  all  his  flourifliing  hopes  of 
enjoying  his  Brothers  Eftate  ;  therefore  out  of  a 
feeming  tendernefs,  and  vigilant  care  of  the  prefeva- 
tion  of  my  health,   followed  my  own  perfv.'ations, 
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with  his  damn'd  advice ;  and  at  the  end  I  was  induc'd 
to  take  a  vomit  to  clear  my  flomack,  he  tellinf^  mc, 
for  certain,  it  might  be  very  foul,  fince  I  was  fo  fre- 
quently troubled  with  puking  in  the  morning,  and 
vomiting  after  Dinner.  An  Apothecary  of  his  own 
procuring  (with  his  Devilifli  inftru6lions)  made  up 
the  Compofition,  which,  without  imagining  the  leaft 
harm,  I  eafily  fwallowed,  which  wrought  with  me  fo 
ftrongly,  that,  having  nothing  left  within  my  ftomack 
for  it  to  work  on,  I  thought  it  w*ould  have  brought 
up  my  very  heart  within  its  appurtenances  ;  the  Devil 
of  a  rh)'ritian  all  this  while  feemed  to  comfort  me, 
by  faying,  be  cheerful,  Sifter;  this  will  clear  you  (and 
fo  it  did  of  what  it  fliould  not)  and  clenfe  you  of  thofe 
malignant  humours  which  fo  much  prejudiced  your 
healthful  conftitution  ;  and  that  he  might  make  fu re 
work  of  me,  counfclled  mc  to  take  a  purge,  and  that 
would  carry  all  downwards,  and  then  m\'  bufinefs 
was  done  ;  I  poor  cafie  fool,  was  quickly  drawn  to 
it,  and  the  fecond  time  fwallowed  that,  which  the  next 
day  made  what  I  went  withal  prove  abortive. 

I  had  often  fcen,  but  more  cfpecialh-  heard,  that 
this  DocStor  was  no  fooner  gone  from  his  Patient,  but 
he  was  iinmcdiatly  in  the  Compan\'  of  \wy  brother, 
which  made  me,  with  a  great  deal  of  good  rcafon, 
conjeclvu'c,  they  ])l()tted  no  good  together  ;  w  here- 
fore  I  got  two  Doc-tors  inore  to  vifit  my  Husband, 
who  plainly  told  me,  at  the  firlt  fight  (both  agree- 
ing in  one  opinion)  that  he  was  po\-foncd.  Hear- 
ing them  fay  fo,  I  could  not  forbear;  but.  in  the 
agony  of  m\-  Spirit,  cr\-ed  out,  I  know  tlie  Murde- 
rers; and  their  li\es  (hall  here,  for  the  lofs  of  his,  make 
fatisfaetion  in  part,  and  in  full,  by  their  cknr.nation 
liereafter.  The)-  ciefired  me  to  be  ])atient,  affuring 
me  that  the\'  would  ufe  their  utmoll  skill  to  over- 
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power  the  poyfon ;  and  doubtlefsly  he  had  dyed,  had 
not  thefe  two  eminent  Artifts  beftirred  themfelves 
to  purpofe.  In  a  little  time  they  raifed  him  on  his 
feet  (which  made  his  former  Do61:or  betake  himfelf 
to  his,  having  not  been  heard  of  by  us  fmce ;)  but  they 
could  not  affure  me  how  long  it  would  be  ere  he  would 
be  down  again  ;  for  (faid  they)  he  will  be  an  infirm, 
impotent  man,  as  long  as  he  lives. 

If  now  my  hatred  to  my  Husbands  Brother  be  not 
juftlygrounded,  do  you  judge;  and  I  hope  Heaven  will 
not  be  offended  with  me,  in  finding  out  fome  way  to 
dispoffes  him  of  his  hopes,  in  having  the  Eftate,  who 
rob'd  me  of  my  fruitfulnefs,and  would  have  deprived 
my  Husband  of  his  life. 

Madam  (faid  I)  there  is  jufb  now  a  plot  come 
into  my  head  ;  which  if  you  pleafe,  fliall  be  put  in 
practice,  and  that  is  this.  Since  your  Husband  is 
thus  infirm,  and  you  barren,  this  muft  be  the  only 
way,  which  muft  crown  your  defires.  I  will  imme- 
diately go  upon  the  fearch  for  fome  young  tiling 
with  Child,  whether  fhe  be  Wife,  nor  neither  Maid, 
Wife,  nor  Widdow,  it  matters  not ;  whom  with 
large  gifts,  and  larger  promifes,  I  will  perfwade  to 
part  with  her  Child,  when  born,  and  you  fliall  lye 
in  with  it ;  let  me  alone  to  the  management  of  all ; 
but  firft,  let  me  find  out  a  Perfon  fuitable  to  our 
purpofe,  and  I  will  warrant  you  to  carry  on  the  reft 
to  your  full  fatisfaction.  I  will  inftantly  for /-cv/c/^w 
where  I  cannot  mifs  of  Subje6ts  enough  of  this  fort, 
out  of  which  I  may  pick  and  choofe.  She  liked  this 
propofal  fo  well,  that  flie  would  not  fuffcr  me  to  ftay 
a  minute  longer  with  her,  but  that  I  Ihould  inftantly 
leave  her,  and  make  my  fclf  ready  for  my  Journey; 
and  thus  far  have  I  travelled  in  order  to  the  finifhing 
thereof,  when  I  met  with  fo  bleffed  an  opportunity, 
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of  falling  into  difcourfe  with  you,  Deareft  Madam, 
which  I  hope  will  tend  to  both  our  happineffes,  if  you 
will  be  ruled  by  me. 

Thus,  faid  Mrs.  DorotJty,  I  heard  the  whole  re- 
lation of  her  felf,  and  others,  with  great  attention  : 
and  thought  it  was  now  my  Cue  to  fpeak,  which  I 
did  in  this  manner,  not  only  cauteloufly,  but  with  much 
feemingrefervednefs.  Mother  (for  fo,  by  the  difpa- 
rity  of  our  Age,  I  make  bold  to  call  you)  the  ac- 
count you  give  of  your  felf  is  fo  monftroufl}' wicked 
that  I  know  not  whether,  with  fafety,  I  may  inter- 
change any  further  difcourfe  with  you  ;  neither  can 
I  but  take  notice  of  your  fubtility,  and  matchlefs 
craftincfs,  as  well  as  your  unparallel'd  debauchery, 
and  wantonnefs  ;  you  may  very  well  excufe  me,  if 
now  I  ftand  on  my  guard,  and  wearily  entertain  a  par- 
ley with  you ;  fince  you  are  known  to  be  an  old  Soul- 
dier  in  the  Wars  of  Venus,  and  fo  may  fight  too  cun- 
ningly for  me,  that  am  but  a  ftripling  upon  any  fuch 
account.  However  make  }-our  propofals  (and  if  I 
may  beaffured  )-ou  pump  me  not  to  intrap  me)  as  I 
find  them  faifablc,  and  profitable  for  the  future,  I 
fliall  accept  them,  and  be  ready  to  be  fervicable  to 
you,  and  your  defign. 

The  good  old  Gentlewoman,  as  one  tranfported, 
by  hugging  me  in  her  Arms,  interrupted  me,  fiiy- 
ing  ;  Daughter,  miftrufl  me  not  in  this  affair,  and 
try  whether  I  will  not  in  a  little  time  make  )-ou  as 
happy  as  }-our  own  wifhcs  can  make  yon  ;  and  there- 
upon asked  me  how  long  1  had  been  with  Child, 
and  whether  I  could  be  content,  that,  b}-  anothcrs 
owning  it,  the  Child  hereafter  might  be  owner  of  an 
L'ftate  (it  feems  born  to)  the  tenth  jiart  whereof 
none  of  my  Anceflors  ever  yet  enjoyed. 

It  is  confeft,  faid   I,  my  own  weaknefs,  and  Fe- 
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male  frailty  betraid  me  to  unlawful  embraces  of 
a  handfom  young  man,  whofe  fubtle  follicitations 
could  not  be  withftood  by  a  Nun,  much  lefs  by  me  ; 
and  yielding,  I  now  carry  both  the  Sin  and  the  fliame 
of  thofe  ftolen  delights  about  me,  where  ever  I  go. 
That  though  it  was  my  ill  Fortune  thus  to  lofe  (by 
one  throw  at  play,  inconfiderately)  a  thing  of  that 
value,  my  Maiden  head  I  mean,  yet  it  was  fome 
comfort  to  me,  that  it  was  a  Gentleman  of  no  mean 
worth  that  won  it ;  and  I  queflion'd  not  but  the  ofif- 
fpring  would  be  like  the  Father,  as  well  in  the 
comely  proportion  of  the  Body,  as  Gallantry  of 
Mind  ;  being  thus  fully  perfwaded  it  will  prove  fo 
goodly  a  Pcrfon,  it  will  the  more  trouble  me  to  part 
with  it  to  another  ;  that  if  I  fnould  do  any  fuch  thing 
it  is  not  for  neceffity  ;  for,  as  I  had  money  confidera- 
ble  of  my  own,  before  my  deluding  Lover  came 
acquainted  with  me;  yet,  to  compenfate  thatfingle 
kindnefs,  he  hath  fo  fliowred  his  Gold  and  Silver 
on  me  fmce,  that  my  Wealth  may  procure  a  Tvlatch 
confiderable  enough,  though  my  face  carryed  in  it 
no  other  invitation.  Come,  come.  Daughter  (faid 
the  Old  Woman)  Something  hath  fome  favour  : 
and  although  you  have  enough,  yet  more  will  do  no 
harm  ;  befidcs  your  Child  v/ill  be  well  look'd  after, 
well  provided  for  (which  you  may  fee  when  you 
pleafc)  and  you  rid  of  that  incumbrance,  will  be 
in  a  better  condition  for  any  one  to  follicite  you  in 
Marriage.  Being  thus  convinc'd  b}-  the  fubtle  Ar- 
guments of  this  cunning  Matron,  I  condcfcendcd  to 
whatever  flic  would  have  me  to  do  ;  and  {o  without 
further  delay,  the  next  morning  wc  rode  together  to 
the  Moufe  of  this  old  Gentlewoman  ;  ^vherc  alight- 
ing, (he  had  no  fooner  provided  a  neccfnir}-  Room 
for  me,  and  given  order  for  my  Supper,  w'lich  was 
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extraordinary,  but  her  impatience  immediately  hur- 
ried her  to  the  Gentlewoman,  her  Friend  ;  and  being 
out  of  breath,  told  her,  as  well  as  flie  could,  that  fhe 
had  effefted  the  bufmcfs  beyond  expe6lation  ;  but 
bccaufe  fhe  would  not  leave  me  too  long,  begg'd 
her  excufe,  promifing  the  next  morning  a  full  ac- 
counf  of  all  her  proceedings.  That  night  was  fpent 
in  all  the  jollity  imaginable;  Fowles  of  all  forts,  and 
the  choiceft  of  the  fcafon  were  provided  ;  Wine 
flowed  fo  plentifully  through  every  room  of  the 
Houfc,  that  I  wonder  it  did  not  reel  into  the  ftreets. 
I  am  furc  the  fcrvants  would,  had  not  a  noife  of  Mu- 
fick  held  them  by  the  ears,  whil'ft  their  Legs  caper'd 
like  a  pair  of  Drum-fticks.  Although  they  took  but 
little  repofe  that  night,  yet  my  Hoftefs  got  up  early 
to  wait  on  her  Correfpondent,  who  had  not  flept 
that  night,  for  the  eager  expe6lation  to  hear  how  her 
defires  were  accomplilht. 

But  overjoyed  Ihe  was,  when  flie  fawthe  old  Wo- 
man approach,  who  taking  her  afide  in  one  of  the 
walks  of  the  garden,  askt  her  how  flie  had  fpcd,  and 
in  what  manner.  The  old  woman  (as  much  tranfpor- 
ted  with  joy  as  (he)  have  patience,  and  I  will  tell 
you,  faid  (he;  In  my  way  to  Lojidoii,!  met  with 
feveral  that  had  nibled  on  the  bait  of  concupifence; 
but  they  were  fuch  flounder-mouth'd,  draggle-tail'd, 
dirty  Puffes,  that  I  would  not  venture  upon  any  of 
them ;  but  at  length  comming  to  an  Inn  on  the  road, 
I  accidentally  fell  into  the  Company  of  a  Gentlewo- 
man (which  is  this  that  I  have  now  brought  with  me, 
to  be  fcrviccable  to  yt)u)  who  by  her  deportment  in- 
formed me,  that  (he  was  not  meanly  extracted;  and 
bythofe  wanton  torches  in  her  face,  which  Nature 
had  drawn  to  allure,  and  captivate  heru'ts,  I  guell  Ihe 
was  not  unacquainted  with  iheMafculine  gender;  and 

(} 


82  The  E7iglijJi  Rogjie ;  And  Part  3. 

as  I  imagined,  fo  it  proved ;  for  I  have  fo  rigled  my 
felf  by  difcourfe  into  her  concerns,  that  I  foon  made 
her  unravel  the  bottom  of  her  fecrets.  To  be  fhort, 
I  found  her  every  way  fit  for  our  purpofe,  and  by  an 
extraordinary  device,  I  have  made  her  ours ;  and 
that  you  may  fatisfie  your  felf  farther,  I  Avill  bring 
her  to  the  Park,  a  mile  from  your  houfe,  where  I  Ihall 
dcfire  you  to  meet  us  in  the  afternoon.  Hereupon 
file  departed,  and  acquainted  me  how  fhe  had  open- 
ed the  way  to  confummate  what  we  had  agreed  on  ; 
and  fo  having  dined,  we  went  to  the  place  appointed, 
where  the  Gentlewoman  was  already  cometo  meet  us. 
The  Gentlewoman  feeing  us  at  a  diftance,  made 
up  to  us,  but  was  ftrangely  aftoniflit  when  flie  faw  a 
perfon  fo  unexpeftedly  handfome,  and  in  a  Garb 
which  as  much  exceeded  that  which  flie  wore,  as  the 
face  flie  faw  excelled  mofl  others  that  flie  had  fcen 
before;  and  therefore  thought  it  requifite  to  make 
her  addrefs,  as  to  a  perfon  of  no  mean  Quality;  yet 
thinking  again,  fliould  flie  do  fo,  I  might  think  fhe 
mockt  me;  (for  had  I  been  nobly  born  and  bred,  I 
would  never  have  condefcended  fo  low,  as  to  profti- 
tute  my  body  to  the  unlawful  embraces  of  fome  hot- 
blooded  Gallant,  and  afterwards  mercenarily  expofe 
the  Infant  to  the  difpofal  of  a  mcer  ftranger;)  there- 
fore familiarly  thus  flie  fpake;  Sweet-heart,  Though  I 
never  faw  you  before,  I  am  not  unacquainted  with 
your  affairs,  and  am  much  troubled,  that  fo  good  a 
face  fliould  be  fo  deluded,  and  grofly  abufed  b}'  any 
Promife-breakcr  of  them  all ;  but  fince  what  is  pall 
cannot  be  recalled,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  redrcfs  your 
misfortunes,  after  this  manner;  you  fliall  lodge  with 
a  good  old  Gentlewoman,  not  far  off,  a  friend  of 
mine:  but  be  fure  you  keep  your  felf  priwite;  and 
when  you  have  a  mind  to  take  the  air,  and  enjoy 
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your  felf,  you  fhall  not  want  a  Coach  to  carry  you 
whither  you  Hft,  fo  it  be  far  enough  ofif :  your  pro- 
vifion  at  home,  with  all  things  neceffary,  and  your 
expences  abroad,  fhall  be  at  my  charge ;  all  that  I 
fliall  require  of  you  is,  that  when  you  cry  out  in  la- 
bour, your  Childe  may  be  at  the  difpofe  of  your 
Landlady,  whom  I  conftitute  your  Guardian.  If  in 
the  interim  you  want  any  thing,  let  me  know  it,  and 
you  fhall  be  fupplyed,  and  enjoy  your  felf  as  free- 
ly, as  if  you  were  Emprefs  of  the  whole  World  ; 
and  when  you  are  difcharged  of  your  great  belly, 
you  fliall  not  want  a  fum  to  make  you  a  good  portion 
for  any  honeft  man.  Be  not  fcen  in  the  ToAvn,  and 
do  not  come  to  our  houfe,  but  be  ruled  by  yourGuar- 
dian';  and  affure  your  felf  this,  your  Child  fhall  be 
my  Child,  and  what  eflate  I  have,  or  my  Husband, 
fliall  be  his:  and  fo  fhe  took  her  leave  of  me,  cram- 
ming my  hand  full  of  Jacobiiffcs,  as  the  earneft  of  a 
better  penny. 

I  was  forthwith  conducted  to  this  houfe,  which 
was  intended  for  my  lodging  privately,  where  I  was 
entertain'd,  according  to  inftruction,  with  much  rc- 
fpe6l  and  gallantry;  a  Maid  was  there  ready  pro\i- 
ded  to  attend  me,  and  there  was  nothing  wanting  \\\ 
my  entertainment  to  make  my  life  comfortable,  and 
my  loolcs  cheerful.  Here  did  I  merrily  pafs  my  time 
away,  being  often  vifited  by  my  old  Hoftefs,  dail)- 
puzzling  each  others  invention,  what  we  Ihould  ha\'o 
for  Dinner;  wliat  recreation  in  the  afternoon;  \\\\aX. 
for  Suj^per,  and  what  divertifement  afterwards;  how 
to  make  our  pleafure  more  poyant  b}-  their  di\-crl]t\-, 
and  varietv' ;  but  the  greatell  difficulty  lay  in  our  cun- 
ning projections  of  going  abroad,  which  we  knew  wc 
mull  carr\'  with  a  workl  oflccrecie,  or  fpoil  all  wluit- 
ever  we  intended  to  do. 

G    2 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  Gentle-woman  (underftand- 
ing  my  true  reckoning,  which  was  three  moneths 
gone  with  Child)  calculated  her  time  accordingly, 
and  gave  out,  fhe  was  with  Child :  every  one  admi- 
red at  the  news,  having  not  had  any  in  fo  long  a  time 
of  marriage,  and  knew  not  whether  they  had  beft 
give  credit  to  the  report;  her  Husband  would  not 
be  induced  to  believe  it  byany means,looking  uponit 
as  incredible,  nay,  almoft  impoffible;  but  that  which 
moft  of  all  favoured  what  flie  would  have  credited 
was  her  being  troubled  at  that  inftant,  with  fome  hy- 
dropical  humours,  which  had  fo  fwelled  her  belly, 
that  flie  had  much  adoe  from  perfwading  her  felf, 
that  flie  was  really  with  Child.  Her  Husband  per- 
ceiving this,  from  an  Unbeliever  became  a  Convert, 
and  by  his  belief  wrought  all  the  Neighbourhood  in- 
to the  like  perfwation:  but  that  which  knockt  the 
nail  on  the  head,  was  the  opinion  of  the  Midwife  (a 
Creature  of  the  Gentlewomans,  made  abfolute  to 
her  devotion  by  gifts,  and  promife  of  future  rewards) 
which  proclaimed  it  every  where  as  a  wonder,  that 
one  after  fo  many  years,  having  never  born  a  Child, 
fhould  now  at  laft  conceive.  Neither  was  the  kind, 
and  over-indulgent  Husband,  backward  in  fpreading 
oftentatioufly,  his  glor}^,  that  he  Oiould  at  laft  be 
called  Father,  when  all  the  glimmerings  of  thofe 
hopes  were  quite  extinguiflit.  His  joy  made  him  fo 
rafh  and  inconfiderate,  that  he  befpoke  Goffips,  and 
concluded  upon  a  name  for  it,  though  he  knew  not 
whether  it  would  be  born  alive,  male  or  female.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  feemingly  over-joyed  woman  pro- 
vided clouts  for  the  bantling,  and  all  other  things  ne- 
ceffary,  which  an  over-bufic  Lullaby  could  invent.  So 
many  wet  Nurfes  were  fent  for,  that  they  came  tumb- 
ling to  the  houfc  by  dozens;  and  fo  many  faults  were 
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found  with  them,  that  they  Troopt  off  again  as  faft ; 
one  was  diflik'd  for  her  Hair,  it  being  of  a  red  colour, 
and  therefore  her  milk  was  lookt  upon  as  too  hot, 
rank,  and  venemous;  every  one  giving  in  their  Ver- 
di6l,that  fhe  fhould  not  bewholefome,rmce  the  Turks 
were  accuftomed  to  make  the  rankeft  poyfon  of  the 
flefh  of  flaves  that  were  red-hair'd.  Another  was 
too  tall,  and  therefore  flothfull,  and  una6live,  being 
not  talkative  enough;  a  third  not  clear  skinn'd,  nor 
well  featur'd,  having  a  caft  with  the  eye,  which  might 
be  the  ill  pattern  of  dire6lingthe  Childs  eyes  amifs  : 
a  4th.  had  a  too  indulgent  husband,  whom  they  fear- 
ed one  time  or  other  might  curdle  the  Child's  milk, 
and  fo  endanger  its  health:  a  fifth  had  had  formerly 
fore  Breafl:s,and  they  doubted  fromthencethe  Milky- 
way  might  be  polluted  :  a  fixth  was  too  melancholly 
enclin'd,  which  they  judged  would  not  only  preju- 
dice her  fuck,  bui  deprive  her  of  the  talking  qualifica- 
tions of  mofb  Nurfcs,  who  look  upon  the  impertinent 
nonfcnfical  tittle-tattle  to  their  Children,  to  be  the 
bafis  of  all  their  future  learning.  With  much  adoe, 
they  at  length  pitch  upon  a  lovely  brown  woman,  full 
grown,  well  featur'd,  quick  fighted,  cley.r  skinned, 
middleflatur'd,with  breaftslittle  and  round, herblood 
cirkling  them  in  the  pleafant  blew  Meanders  of  her 
veins.  Now  left  they  fhould  loofe  her,  if  flic  went 
out  of  their  fight,  ihe  was  hired,  and  entertained 
into  the  houfe  immediatly,  although  her  IMillrifs  had 
five  moneths  to  go  of  her  fuppofed  time. 

Though  her  Husband  was  extafied  with  joy.  his 
Brother  was  moved  by  a  contrary  paffion,  his  folly 
making  him  flicw  it,  in  fo  unfcemly  a  way,  that  c\'cry 
one  nowconcludedliim  that,  which  they  onh'furmizcd 
before, a  villain,  that  luicl  both  fhudicd  and  praclifcdthc 
ruin  of  his  nearcll:  relations;  &  he  was  often  accufed  .Sc 
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upbraided  for  fo  doing,  that  he  was  forc'd  to  leave  the 
Town,  and  fince  is  gone  to  a  Cozen  of  his  Hving  in 
Barmiidiis. 

My  time  began  now  to  draw  nigh,  being  groan  fo 
bigg  I  could  not  with  convenience  ftir  abroad,  and  too 
reftlefs  to  ftayat  home.  As  I  feltanypain,  Icaufed  my 
Miftrifs  to  be  acquainted  therewith,  that  fhe  might  be 
fo  too ;  if  I  felt  my  felf  much  difordered,  I  fent  away 
her  confident  prefently  to  allarmher;  who  acted  her 
part  as  artificially,  as  I  did  it  really.  Thefe  out-cries 
of  hers  made  the  whole  Garrifon  continually  ftand  to 
theirarms;  therebeing  about  her  continually  the  Mid- 
wife, Wet-Nurfe,  Dry  Nurfe,  with  many  Neigh- 
bouring affiftants  :  the  Maids  below  ready  at  com- 
mand, and  a  Man  Midwife,  if  need  fhould  require 
with  fo  many  inftruments  ready  fixt,  as  would  with 
the  very  Iron  fet  up  a  Black-fmith :  and  all  for  the 
flrangenefs  of  fhape,  furpaffing  any  rarity  in  Trcdcf- 
cants  Colleftion. 

After  fo  manyfalfe  allarms,a  true  one  came  at  laft, 
carried  by  our  Confident  aforefaid,  with  my  Child  in 
her  lap ;  whofe  very  appearance  was  watch-word  e- 
nough  for  the  Gentlewoman  to  exprefs  the  pangs  of 
Child-birth,  which  fhe  did  then  in  a  more  violent  man- 
ner than  before,  imagining  fomething  more  than  or- 
dinary :  fhe  approaching  the  bed  askt  her  lowdiy  how 
file  did,  and  how  fhe  felt  her  felf,  and  at  that  very  in- 
llantclapt  the  Child  into  Bed  to  her;  whoimmediate- 
ly  skreeking  out,  the  Midwife  ran  to  her,  Avhere  feem- 
ing  to  be  bufied  about  her  a  while,  at  length  takes  the 
Child  from  her,  and  doing  with  it,  and  her,  as  is  ufu- 
al ;  the  news  of  this  her  happy  delivery  was  convey- 
ed to  the  Husband,  who  was  near  at  hand,  attending, 
and  with  tears  lamenting  the  fad  pain  his  poor  Avife 
underwent  for  him ;  but  the  joyful  ty dings  of  having 
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a  Son  born,  wip'd  away  all  thofe  tears,  and  fo  ani- 
mated his  feeble  Carkafs,  that  he  would  have  en- 
trcd  the  Room,  before  it  was  either  Civil,  or  Con- 
venient, had  he  not  been  ftopt  by  meer  force.  I  fliall 
not  trouble  you  by  relating  what  an  Univerfal  re- 
joyceing  there  was  through  the  whole  houfe,  but  on- 
ly inform  you,  that  before  the  expiration  of  a 
moneth  the  Child  was  Chriftencd,  being  as  lovely 
a  Child  as  could  be  born  of  a  Woman,  not  any  limb 
or  part  of  his  body,  which  did  not  promife  to  ex- 
ceed his  true  Father  in  every  thing.  The  Gentle- 
woman being  up,  as  foon  as  flie  underftood  I  was 
well  and  fully  recovered,  appear'd  abroad  in  publick, 
whofe  happy  delivery  was  by  all  congratulated. 
And  to  gratifie  me,  flie  fent  me  an  hundred  pieces  of 
old  Gold,  defiring  me  to  remove  my  Quarters,  and 
to  engage  my  tongue  eternally  to  conceal  the  fccret. 
I  now  thought  it  high  time  to  fend  to  my  two 
Gallants,  who  were  obliged  to  me  in  bonds,  the  one 
to  pay  me  fourty  pound,  and  the  other  fifty,  upon  my 
delivery;  they  being  both  affured  of  the  truth  there- 
of, delayed  me  not,  but  fent  me  my  moneys  by  the 
firft  convcnicncy,  which  added  to  my  late  purchafe ; 
and  what  money  I  had  before,  made  up  to  weighty  a 
portion,  for  fo  light  an  Houfwifc  as  my  felf 
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CHAP.      V. 

Mrs  Dorothy  relates  feveral paffages  in  the  Inn:  as, 
how  the  Hoji  drew  Gnejls  to  his  Hotife,  and  then 
cheated  them:  the  Boy  by  his  Example,  attempts  to 
cheat,  hit  is  taken  in  the  manner;  is  beaten  by  his 
Mijlris,  but  is  revenged  of  her  and  his  M after ;  is 
turned  over  to  be  correEled  by  the  Under  Hoflle,  but 
is  wittily,  and pleafantly  revenged  on  him. 

I  Was  now  (continued  Mrs  Dorothy)  rid  of  my 
great  Belly,  and  inftead  of  that,  had  a  great  Bag 
of  money;  and  my  Child  being  thus  provided  for,  as  I 
have  told  you,  I  retired  from  the  place  where  I  had 
lain  in  private,  now  to  appear  in  publick  at  the  Houfe 
of  my  very  good  friend,  the  old  Crony;  part  of  whofe 
Adventures  I  have  already  related  to  you :  and  fmce 
you  have  not  thought  me  tedious  in  the  difcourfe  I 
have  already  made  you,  I  fhall  give  you  an  account  of 
fome  fuch  Tranfa6tions  in  her  Houfe, during  my  ftay 
there,  which,  I  believe,  will  be  no  lefs  pleafant  than 
what  you  have  already  heard:  and  then  having  made 
a  fliort  paufc,  we  thufs  proceeded. 

The  whole  Family,  confifting  of  her  fclf,  her  Hus- 
band, a  Son  of  about  twenty  four  years  of  Age,  and 
Daughter  about  nineteen,  a  Chamberlain, aTaplleror 
Winer,  an  Hofller,  Cook-maid,  Scullion,  and  two  or 
three  boyes;  who  were  imployed  under  the  others, 
were  all  alike,knavifh  enough, all  guiltyof  fuch  unpa- 
rallcl'd  Knaveries  asHiave  rarely  heard  of;  and  know- 
ing of  one  anothers  tricks,  they  out-vy  cd  one  another, 
ftriving  and  contending  which  fliould  exceed  in  Ro- 
guery, and  fo  fly  and  cunningly  they  carried  it,  that 
'twas  difficult  to  difcover  them,  efpecially  when  they 
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all  joyned  together  to  cheat  or  abufe  any  body ;  but 
when  they  fell  out  among  themfelves,  they  made  ex- 
cellent fport  in  a6ting  the  revenges  they  took  upon 
oncanother,  My  Landlord  loved  his  pleafureand  pro- 
fit fo  equally,  that  he  made  it  his  bufmefs  to  contrive 
how  to  joyn  them  together;  and  although  he  com- 
monly had  the  beft  Cuftom  of  any  houfe  in  the  town, 
yet  he  would  praftice  wayes  to  gain,  and  bring  in 
more  ;  among  other  wayes,  he  ufed  this  for  one.  He 
would  take  his  Horfe  in  an  Afternoon,  and  ride  out 
fome  ten  or  twelve  miles,  and  fo  return  home  again  ; 
but  he  feldome  came  home,  but  he  brought  Guefts 
with  him,  which  he  would  take  up  by  the  way,  thus. 
If  he  faw  a  parcel  of  Travellers,  who  he  thought 
to  be  good  fellowes,  and  fit  for  his  purpofe,  he  would 
then  enquire  which  way,  and  how  far  they  travelled ; 
to  this  they  commonly  anfwered,  direftly  ;  and  if 
they  were  for  our  Town,  then  he  would  joyn  with 
them ;  and  foon  after,  his  fccond  qucflion  would  be,  to 
know  if  they  were  acquainted  at  the  Town,  and  at 
what  Inn  they  would  take  up  their  Quarters  :  If 
they  were  ftrangcrs,  and  by  that  means  indifferent 
of  the  place  where  they  fliould  lodge  ;  then  he  told 
them, that  the  beftlnnin  theTownwas  his  Houfe, but 
not  naming  it  to  be  his, or  that  he  had  any  Intereft  in 
it,  but  only  that  lie  knew  there  was  a  good  Hoftefs, 
who  had  a  handfome  Daughter  that  would  ufe  them 
well ;  and  he  feldom  miffed  with  this  Bait  to  win  them 
to  agree  to  go  thither  with  him,  and  accordingly  to 
bring  them  home  with  him.  Ikit  if  they  would  not  a- 
grce  upon  the  i)lacc,  and  he  faw  there  was  no  good  to 
be  done,  then  he  would  pretend  fome  excufe  to  ftay 
behind  them,  &  would  wait  for  fuch  company  as  would 
at  all  points  be  for  his  turn  ;  and  with  them  w  cnild  he 
enter  the   lloufe  as  a  Stranuer:   indeed  he  would 
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call  the  Chamberlain,  Hoftler,  and  Tapfter,  by  their 
Names;  but  they,  who  knew  their  Duties,  would  in 
no  cafe  (hew  any  Duty  to  him.  Then  would  he,  as 
being  acquainted  in  the  Houfe,  tell  his  Fellow  Tra- 
vellers what  provifions  there  was  for  Supper,  and 
would  be  fure  to  draw  them  up  to  the  highefh  Bill  of 
Fare  he  could.  If  the  Hoftefs,  or  her  Daughters  com- 
pany were  defired,  he  would  be  the  forvvardeft  to  call 
them,  and  only  treat  and  converfe  with  them  as  of 
fome  fmall  acquaintance ;  after  fupper,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  draw  on  the  Company  to  drink  high,  and 
ufe  all  poffible  means  to  enflame  the  reckoning;  and 
when  he  faw  they  were  well  heated  with  wine,  and 
the  fury  of  their  expences  was  over,  he  would  pre- 
tend, out  of  good  Husbandry,  to  call  for  a  Reckon- 
ing before  they  went  to  bed,  that  they  might  not  be 
mif-reckoned,  or  flaid  from  the  purfuit  of  their  Jour- 
ney in  the  Morning;  to  this  they  would  commonly 
agree,  and  the  Sum  total  of  the  reckoning  beingcaft  up, 
he  would  be  the  firft  man  that  would,  without  fcruple, 
or  inquiry  into  the  particulars,  lay  down  his  fhare, 
and  by  his  examples,  the  reft  would  follow;  if  any 
did  queflion  the  dearnefs  of  the  Victuals,  or  the  quan- 
tity of  the  drink,  he  would  by  one  means  or  other 
take  them  off, protefting  that  the  Hoftefs  was  too  ho- 
neft  to  mif-reckon  them,  and  that  he  had  kept  a  juft 
account  himfelf,  and  was  well  fatisfied ;  or  elfe  he 
fliould  be  as  cautious  from  parting  from  his  money  as 
any  of  them;  and  then  they,  not  diftruftinghim  fur- 
ther, would  by  his  example  pay  the  fliot.  Thus  would 
he^many  times,  by  his  Crown  or  fix  fliiilings  fliare, 
mif-reckon  on  them  fixteen  or  twenty  fliillings;  efpeci- 
ally  if  they  came  to  high  drinking  :  and  then  the 
reckoning  being  paid,  they  went  to  bed,  he  retiring 
with  his  wife,  and  he  would  l}'e  abed  in  the  morning, 
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and  let  them  march  off  alone ;  but  if  they,  in  the 
Morning,  did  fall  to  drinking  again,  taking  a  hair  of 
the  Old  Dog,  then  would  he  up,  and  at  them  again, 
make  one  at  that  fport,and  manytimes  put  them  out 
of  capacity  to  Travel  that  day,  and  fo  keep  them 
there  to  his  profit,  and  their  expences ;  he  fhifting  his 
Liquor,  and  in  the  end,  fliifting  himfelf  out  of  their 
Companies,  when  he  has  feen  his  Conveniency,  leave- 
ing  them  to  pay  roundly  for  their  folly.  If  they  en- 
quired after  him,  my  Hoftefs  would  pretend  he  was 
a  Chance  Gueft,  as  they  were,  only,  flie  had  feen  him 
the  laft  year,  or  fuch  like;  and  thus  he  would  force  a 
Trade,  and  enjoy  his  pleafure  and  profit,  by  joyning 
them  together  ;  and  this  courfe  did  he  frequently  ufe 
when  Gucfts  came  not  in  of  their  own  accord  ;  fo 
that  our  houfe  was  feldome  empty. 

As  mine  Hoft,  who  was  the  Head  and  Chief  of  the 
Houfe,  had  his  tricks,  fo  had  the  reft  of  the  Family 
theirs,  even  the  leaft  in  the  Houfe;  for  there  was  an 
unhap])y  boy,  who  was  fomctimes  with  the  maid  in 
the  Kitchin,  fomctimes  w^ith  the  Tapfter,  attending 
Gucfts  in  their  lodgings,  and  other  times,  with  the 
Heftier  and  Ilorfcs  in  the  Stable;  this  boy, though  he 
was  little  was  witty;  and  feeing  that  every  one  had 
their  tricks,  he  caft  about  how  he  might  have  his,  and 
have  feme  profit  in  the  Adventure;  fo  that  one  day, 
mine  Hoft  being  abroad,  and  the  Tapfter  out  of  the 
way,  he  drew  tiie  drink;  and  not  only  the  Ik^cr, but 
carried  bottles  of  wine  to  the  Gucfts,  &  feeing  them  in 
a  merry  vain,  he  thought  to  try  his  skill  at  mif-reckon- 
ing  them;  and  for  fix  bottles  which  he  carried  into 
them  when  they  came  to  pay,  he  reckoned  them  eight; 
and  though  there  was  fume  queftioning  of  the  truth, 
}'ct  he  jullified  it,  and  flood  to  it,  that  he  had  the 
reckonincT  he  demanded. 
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This  being  his  firfb  confiderable  attempt  in  this  Na- 
ture, for  he  had  gained  two  fhillings  for  himfelf,  he 
was  refolved  to  keep  the  prize  for  himfelf;  and  there- 
fore putting  that  up  inhisPocket.hedeHvered  the  reft 
at  the  Bar;  the  reckoning  being  wiped  out. 

But  the  Company  falling  into  difcourfe,  in  fhort 
time  called  for  more  wine,  and  then  theTapfter  being 
returned,  he  officiated  in  the  boyes  place,  and  turning 
him  into  the  ftable;  more  wine  they  had,  and  ftaying 
longer  than  ordinary,  and  falling  again  to  drinking, 
they  quaffed  off  the  other  half  dozen  bottles  of  wine, 
and  then  calling  to  pay,  the  Tapfter,  thinking  to  put 
his  old  trick  of  mif-reckoning  in  pra6lice,  told  them, 
there  were  feven  bottles  to  pay;  but  one  of  the  com- 
pany who  was  more  cautious  than  the  reft,  had  made 
his  obfervation,  and  every  bottle  that  was  brought  in, 
he  unbuttoned  a  button,  and  fo  was  able  to  aver  and 
juftify  that  there  was  but  fix ;  and  withal,  the  reft  of 
the  company  believing  him,  they  all  fell  a  ranting, 
vowing  that  they  would  pay  for  no  more,  and  farther 
alledging  that  they  were  mif  reckoned  one  or  two 
bottles  in  the  laft  reckoning;  the  Tapfter,  although 
he  was  guilty  as  to  himfelf,  yet  he  did  not  believe 
them  as  to  the  other  reckoning,  becaufe  he  could  not 
imagine,  that  the  boy  would  be  fo  bold  as  to  attempt 
to  cheat  them,  and  therefore  he  huff'd  as  high  as  they 
in  juftification  of  the  boy  and  himfelf;  and  fuch  a 
noife  they  made,  that  the  Hoftefs  went  in  to  knowthe 
caufeof  that  clamour:  they  at  firft  were  fo  hot  on  both 
fides,  that  they  would  not  hear  her  fpeak,  neither  did 
they  fpeak  reafonably  themfelves;  but  in  the  end  flie 
underftood  the  matter,  that  they  were  wronged  of 
one  or  two  bottles  by  the  Boy,  and  one  by  the  Tapfter; 
file  hearing  the  matter,  did  not  fo  much  Hand  to  juftifie 
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and  vindicate  the  Tapfter,  whom  (he  did  imagine  was 
guilty,  but  as  for  the  boy,fhe  was  very  confident,  that 
he  had  not  wronged  them,  and  when  the  heat  of  their 
anger  was  fomewhat  ove-,  flie  examined  particulars 
enquiring  how  many  bottles  they  paid  for,  they  faid 
eight:  Ihe  who  had  not  fo  foon  forgotten  what  fhe 
had  received,  averred  that  fhe  had  but  ^lyiJJiillings  for 
wine,  and  therefore  it  was  a  miftake ;    they  ftill  al- 
edged  eight,  and  (he/ix:  till  now  nobody  could  end 
the  controverfie  but  the  boy,  who  was  fought  after, 
and  in  fliort  time  found  in  the  hayloft  afleep,  or  medi- 
tating how  he  fhould  beftow  his  purchafed  Treafure  ; 
but  being  found,  he  was  without  any  queflions  there 
immediately  led  away  before  the  Gentlemen  and  his 
Miftrefs,  who  were  to  be  judges  of  this  matter  of  fa6l. 
The  queftion  was  foon  ftated  to  him,  and  he  too  well 
undcrftood    the   matter,  which   he    ftoutly  dcny'd, 
but  there  was  quickly  fuch  clear  evidence  appeared 
again  ft  him,  that  he  was  found  guilty;  for  he  not 
dreaming  or  miftrufting  any  fuch  matter,  had  not  con- 
veyed the  money  awa)',  fo  but  that  the  pockets  being 
fcarchcd,  there  the  two  JJiillings  were  found,  to  the 
great  fhame  and  confufion  of  the  fmall  delinquent  : 
this  was  to  the  great  amazement  of  the  Guefts,  his 
Miftrefs,  and  the  Tapfter;  but  the  money  being  laid 
down,  and  two  bottles  wine  being  brought  in  for  it, 
the  Gentlemen  were  well  enough  pleafed,  and  made 
no    further   enc|uiry   into   the    other    bottle,  which 
the    Tapller    had    likewife  mif-reckoned  them ;  fo 
that  he  fcaped  without  fliame    or  puniHiment,    fo 
did  not  the  bo\-.  who  was  not  only  afliamed,  but  was 
ordered  to  be  feverely  puniflied,  and  therefore  the 
next  morning  was  fetched  up  by  the  under  Iloftler, 
((  nc  who    was  not  fo  wife   as  the  bo}',  though  in 
growth  he  was  much  biggar)  with  a  Cat  of  nine  tailes, 
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which  gave  fo  great  an  impreffion  on  the  poor  boyes 
buttocks,  that  he  was  refolved  on  a  revenge,  which  he 
effefted,  as  I  fhall  prefently  tell  you.  This  boy  was 
now  looked  on  as  an  errant  cunning  Rogue,  and  one 
who  without  good  looking  to  would  be  too  wife  for 
them  all,  for  he  had  prefumed  to  mif-reckon  two JJiil- 
lings  in  {lyijltillings,  d.nd  put  it  all  into  his  own  pocket, 
whereas  the  Tapfter  who  was  a  proficient  in  cheat- 
ing, and  licenfed  therein  (but  with  this  provifo,  that 
half  of  what  he  gained  thereby  was  to  be  paid  to  his 
Miftrefs)  only  endeavoured  to  mif-reckon  one  Jliil- 
ling  in  fix  ;  fo  that,  I  fay,  the  boy  was  narrowly 
watched,  and  had  many  a  blow  on  the  back,  and  box 
on  the  ear,  more  than  formerly;  he  who  knew  he  had 
deferved  it,  for  he  was  guilty  of  many  petty  wag- 
geries, was  forced  to  bear,  but  however  he  made  pro- 
vifion  againft  it,  for  his  Miftrefs  ufing  to  pommel  him 
on  the  fhoulders  with  her  fift,  he  one  time  took  a  pa- 
per of  pins,  fticking  them  with  the  points  upwards, 
placed  them  betAveen  his  Doublet  and  Caffock;  and 
his  Miftrefs  ftriking  him,  as  fhe  was  wont  to  do,  did 
light  upon  the  pins,  pricked  her  hand  till  the  blood  ran 
down  her  fingers  ends,  and  the  boy  running  away,  fhe 
could  not  imagine  how  this  was  done,  for  flie  faw  no- 
thing upon  his  coat,  that  fliould  caufe  it ;  fo  the  boy 
getting  away,  removed  the  paper  with  pins,  and  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter  for  that  time.  The  Miftrefs 
finding  flie  had  fuftcred  by  ftriking  him  on  the  flioul- 
ders,  would  come  no  more  there  with  her  bare  hands; 
but  ufed  a  cudgel,  if  it  were  near  her,  and  if  not  flie 
would  ufe  to  flap  him  on  the  mouth  with  the  back  of 
her  hand ;  and  one  time,  he  being  in  the  Kitchen,  and 
file  running  after  him  to  ftrike  him,  he  claps  a  knife, 
which  lay  near  him,  into  his  mouth,  with  the  edge 
outwards,  fhe  not  minding  that,  but  endeavouring  and 
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intending  to  give  him  a  great  blow  did  fo,  but  to  her 
coft,  for  file  cut  her  knuckles  in  fuch  pitious  manner, 
that  the  blood  ran  down  abundantly,  and  now  it  was 
no  fooling  matter,  but  Chyrurgions  work,  where- 
fore one  was  fent  for,  and  the  boy  ran  away  to  his 
wonted  dormitory,  the  hay-loft.  The  Miftrcfs  took 
her  Chamber,  and  towards  Evening  the  Mafter  came 
home,  and  bringing  with  him  fome  Guefts,  he  foon 
miffed  his  wife,  and  thereby  knew  the  occafion  of  her 
retirement,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  he  faw  the  boy, 
the  Authour  of  the  harm;  he  therefore  took  up  a 
cudgel,  and  ran  haltily  after  the  Boy,  who  fearing  the 
danger,  betook  him  to  his  heels,  and  ran  crofs  a  dung- 
hill in  the  yard ;  the  Mafter  being  eager  to  purfue  the 
boy,  did  not  take  the  fame  courfe  the  boy  had  done, 
who  had  paffed  over  a  board  he  had  laid  there  on  pur- 
pofe,  but  the  Mafter  miffing  of  that,  w^ent  on  one 
fide,  and  fell  into  a  great  filthy  hole,  which  b}-  reafon 
of  much  wet  and  rain,  was  there  flightly  covered  ; 
and  had  he  not  been  helped  out  by  the  Hoftler,  he 
might  have  ftifled;  he  having  recovered  his  feet, 
left  the  purfuit  of  the  boy,  and  was  forc'd  to  be  con- 
ducted to  bed,  which  was  to  his  great  grief  and  dam- 
mage,  for  he  had  fpoiled  his  cloaths,  wet  himfelf,  and 
which  was  worft  of  all,  he  by  this  means  was  difap- 
IX)inted  of  his  puri:)ofe  in  making  a  prey  of  his  guelts 
he  hat!  brought  in  with  him  to  that  purpofe.  Hut  the 
Tapdcr  and  others,  tlid  theirbeft  in  that  behalf,  and  the 
]k)y  w;is  again  committed  to  the  difdpiination  af  the 
under  I  lolller,  who  by  the  command  of  his  Alaller, 
alnioll  llead  the  pot)r  bo\-s  buttocks. 

The  Boy  was  now  revenged  of  his  Mailer  and 
Millrcfs,  who  finding  him  fo  unluckx',  had  no  great 
mind  to  meddle  with  him,  neither  did  the  Box-fludtly 
any  revenge  upon  them;  but  io  often  as  he  faw  the 
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under-Hoftler,  who  had  now  twice  been  his  tormen- 
tor, his  blood  would  boyle  at  him,  and  all  his  ftudy 
was  to  be  even  with  him ;  and  thereupon  he  watched 
for  all  opportunities,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  he  found 
one.  There  was  meat  at  the  fire  to  be  roafted,  and  he 
was  ordered  to  look  to  and  wind  up  the  Jack,  which 
was  made  to  go  by  a  ftone  weight,  which  was  faftned 
to  pulleys,  and  when  the  Jack  was  woond  up,  the 
ftone  weight  being  on  the  out-fide  of  the  houfe,  was 
drawn  up  two  ftoryes  high,  to  the  eves  of  the  houfe  ; 
the  boy  obferving  this,  and  that  the  Jack-weight  was 
down,  and  feeing  his  Enemy  the  under  Hoftler  in  the 
Yard,  juft  by  the  jack-weight  he  lifted  that  off  from 
the  hook,  and  conveighed  it  under  the  girdle  of  the 
Hoftler.juft  behind,  he  not  perceiving  it :  whenhehad 
thus  done,  he  ran  into  the  Kitchin,  and  woond  up  the 
Jack,  the  Hoftler  being  none  of  the  wifeft,  wondered 
what  it  was  that  firft  of  all  held  him  by  the  back,  and 
afterwards  drew  him  up  from  the  ground ;  but  it  was 
too  late  ere  he  difcovercd  the  truth,  for  he  was  now 
hanging  in  the  aire;  his  girdle  was  of  ftrong  leather, 
with  a  great  brafs  buckle  and  thong,  which  he  could 
not  poffibly  undo ;  neither  durft  he  attempt  it  for  fear 
of  falling,  and  therefore  he  was  in  fhort  time  drawn 
up  to  the  top;  the  boy  not  thinking  this  revenge  not 
enough,  feeing  no  body  came,  proceeded  further,  and 
taking  a  parcel  of  wet  horfe-litter,  and  fome  dry  hay, 
he  placed  it  jufl  underneath  the  Hoftler,  and  fct  fire  to 
it,  which  made  fuch  a  fmother  and  fmoke,  that  the 
poor  Holtlerwasalmoftchoaked,  wherefore  he  roared 
out  moft  hideoufly;  the  boy  having  done  all  he  in- 
tended, faid,  A'o^j  revianbc}'  tJic  Cat  uif Inline  tayles, 
and  fo  ran  away;  by  this  time  the  Hoftler  made  fo 
much  noife,  and  the  jack  together,  being  forced  by 
weight  to  go  faftcr  than  ordinary,  that  at  the  noife  all 
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the  houfhold  ran  to  fee  what  was  the  matter,  when,  in 
Ihort,  there  was  found  the  poor  Hoftler  hanging  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  and  with  coughing  and  roar- 
ing he  purged  forwards  and  backwards,  but  moft 
backwards ;  in  regard  his  girdle  forced  it  downwards 
by  preffing  and  gripeing  his  ftomach,  fo  that  he  was 
in  a  moft  lamentable  pickle ;  and  fo  great  was  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  all  the  beholders,  that  he  was  come  down 
almoft  to  the  bottom,  ere  the  fmoaking  hay  was  re- 
moved, or  he  relieved ;  but  at  length  down  he  came, 
and  thus  ended  this  adventure. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

TJie  Boy  learns,  and praclifcs  Vaulting  and  tmnhling, 
the  viaid  fcrvatit  attempting  to  do  the  like,  is  i)  it  ang- 
led, eanghtin  the  manner, and  laugJied at:  Jlie puts  a 
trick  upon  a  Puritanical  Church- Warden,  and 
makes  the  boy  by  another  trick,  to  lye  in  bed,  and 
lofe  his  dinner;  he  is  revenged  oti  her  by  a  Gipl- 
poioder  plot. 

MRS.  Dorothy  putting  a  ftop  to  her  difcourfc, 
gave  us  convcniency  and  Icifurc  to  cxprcfs  our 
fatisfaction  by  our  laughter,  in  which  wc  continued 
for  fome  fpace,  and  then  rehearfmg  and  commenting 
on  wliat  flic  had  told  us,  we  again  renewed  our  laugh- 
ter, flic  joyning  with  us  in  the  fame  excrcifc,  when  wc 
had  put  a  flop  to  our  mirth,  flie  thus  continued. 

Truly,  Friends,  1  did  think  I  might  a  little  di- 
vert you  by  my  relation;  but  I  fee  }-ou  are  plea- 
fed  much  better  than  I  expe6ted,  and  if  }-ou  are 

II 
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fo  well  contented  with  this  which  is  but  a  tafte  of 
what  I  can  tell  you,  I  am  fure  the  reft  would  be  much 
more  delightful ;  but  being  defirous  to  put  an  end  to 
my  difcourfe,  by  relating  to  you  fuch  matters  as  only 
concern  my  felf,  till  my  arrival  here,  I  therefore  beg 
your  excufe.  Nay,  replyed  I,  and  Miftrefs  Mary, 
you  muft  not  refufe  us  the  requeft  we  both  make  you, 
of  proceeding  in  thefe  pleafmg  Adventures  of  your 
houfhold  ;  and,  continued  I,  it  is  enough  to  know 
and  find  you  are  here  with  us,  we  are  fatisfied  in  that, 
and  hope  you  will  give  us  the  other  fatisfa6lion  we  de- 
fire ;  and  I  pray  be  as  full  and  free  in  your  recital  as 
you  can,  for  we  cannot  think  any  thing  to  be  tedious 
that  is  fo  pleafant;  fhe  hearing  my  defires,  after  few 
excufes,  agreed  thereto ;  and  thereupon  fhe  thus  re- 
affumed  the  difcourfe. 

The  poor  under  Hoftler  being  thus  dcfcended  from 
his  place  of  Torment,  was  almoft  in  as  pitiful  a  plight 
as  one  taken  down  from  the  Gibbet  half  hanged  to  be 
quartered ;  he  had  as  little  motion  or  fenfe  ;  for  he 
was  almoft  fufifocated  with  the  fmoak  that  afcended 
and  flew  up  his  nofe,  and  down  his  throat ;  and  as  .Ma- 
lefactors do  (as  they  fay)  pifs  for  fear,  or  fome  other 
caufe,  fo  had  he  done  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  we  could 
perceive  fomewhat  elfe,  of  a  yellowifli  colour,  that 
had  foaked  through  his  breeches,  run  down  his  ftock- 
ings,  fo  that  few  would  touch  him ;  but  at  length,  the 
Hoftler,  his  fuperiour,  confidering  his  condition  and 
former  good  fervice,  took  him  up,  and  carried  him 
to  his  bed  adjoyning  to  the  Stable;  where,  with  the 
affiftance  of  Aqua  I'iUe,  he  was  foon  brought  to  his 
former  fenfes.  Our  young  Rogue  in  the  mean  time  ly- 
ing in  the  Hay-loft  over  him,  laughing  at  the  roguery 
he  had  done,  and  the  groans  he  heard  the  poor  fellow 
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fetch,  were  as  fo  many  inflruments  of  mufick  to  raife 
his  laughter  to  the  higher  pitch. 

This  Rogue,  who  wanted  nothing  fo  much  as  Ro- 
ping, or  a  good  Cat  of  nine  tailes,  now  efcap'd  with 
out  either;  there  being  no  body  in  the  whole  houfe 
that  hadanymind  to  mcddlewith  him ;  hewas  threat- 
ned  by  fome,  whilft  others  only  laughed  at  him,  and 
he  went  merrily  about  his  bufmefs:  and  to  conclude, 
much  company  coming  that  day  to  the  houfe,  and  the 
particulars  of  the  Adventure  being  told  them,  they 
fcnt  for  the  boy  and  Hoftler ;  and  after  feveral  quefti- 
ons,  and  much  laughter,  they  made  them  drink  to  one 
another,  and  become  Friends. 

The  boy  being  thus  freed  from  punifhmcnt,  fct  his 
wits  at  work,  how  he  might  employ  his  time  to  the 
befb  advantage,  and  be  getting  of  money  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  the  Family  did ;  and  foon  after  there  being 
a  fair  at  our  Town,  among  other  fooleries  that  atten- 
ded it,  there  were  a  parcel  of  Rope-Dancers,  and 
Tumblers ;  our  boy  was  Maftcr  of  fo  much  money,  as 
to  fee  them  two  or  three  times ;  and  having  very  much 
affection  to  that  quality,  he  purchafcd  acquaintance 
with  fuch  another  Crack  Rope  as  himfelf,  who  was  a 
very  nimble  and  aftivc  youth  at  the  Art  of  Vaulting; 
him  he  invites  to  our  houfe,  and  treating  him  witii 
fuch  as  the  1  loufe  afforded,  by  all  means  defircs  his  in- 
flruclions  in  that  nimble  miftery ;  hcfoonaffented.and 
our  boy  being  ingenuous,  and  very  willing  to  learn, 
foon  attains  to  tlieknowledgof  this  mifter}',  and  taking 
all  op[)ortunitiesofpractifing,  could  foon  Icapthrougli 
a  hoop,  vault  over  two  or  three  joynt  (tools,  tumble 
on  the  gnuuul  in  wirious  manners ;  and  being  a  pretty 
proficient,  had  money  fe\'eral  times  given  him  by 
Guells  that  came  to  our  houfe,  for  (hewing  his  triclxS  ; 
by  vertue  of  his  money  he  would  brag  and  va[)our  as 
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well  as  the  beft  in  the  houfe ;  and  the  reft  of  the  fer- 
vants  feeing  his  gain  would  attempt  to  do  the  like,  but 
many  times  came  off  with  the  breaking  of  their  fhins ; 
amongft  the  reft,  the  Cook  maid  had  a  mighty  great 
itch  to  learn  and  pra6life  fome  of  thefe  tricks  belike, 
fuppofmg  that  if  he,  who  was  a  boy,  did  get  fo  much 
money  by  them,  that  then  flie  might  gain  much  more 
being  a  maid ;  and  that  fhe  might  as  well  do  them  as 
he;  the  obftacle  of  Petticoats  ftie  removed  by,  re- 
folving  when  fhe  had  learned,  to  have  a  pair  of  Bree- 
ches and  Doublet  for  that  purpofe,  and  that  fhe  quefti- 
oned  not,  but  to  get  money  enough,  it  being  a  greater 
Novelty  to  fee  a  w^oman  in  breeches ;  but  before  ftie 
purchafed  them, fhe  refolved  to  pra6lice  inher ordina- 
ry Habit,  her  Petticoats,  and  did  fo  when  fhe  had  con- 
venient time  and  place ;  fo  that  flie  likewife  could  per- 
form fomwhat  in  that  pra6lice.    One  time  moft  of  the 
other  fervants  being  abroad,  fhe  was  fent  into  the  Cel- 
lar to  draw  a  Gallon  Pot  full  of  Claret  Wine;  fhe 
believing  it  would  be  fome  time  ere  it  were  full,  by 
reafon  it  ran  only  through  a  fmall  Cane  whileft  the 
Pot  was  filling,  fhe  lies  down  on  her  back,  and  refol- 
ved now  to  try  whether  flie  could  put  her  feet  in  her 
neck,  in  order  to  practice  fome  new  trick  of  tumb- 
ling; fhee   foon   put  one  there,  and  with  fome  diffi- 
culty likewife  put  the  other,  when  fhe  had  fo  done, 
fhe  could  not  poffibly  undoe  what  Ihe  had  done,  her 
feet  were  as  faft  to  her  neck,  as  if  they  had  grown 
there;  and  though  flie  tumbled  and  toffed,  yet  it  was 
all  to  no  purpofe,  for  flie  could  not  by  any  means  dif- 
entangle,  or  difcngage  her  felf  from  the  pofture  flie 
was  in;  fhe  finding  her  felf  in  this  condition,  knew 
not  what    to   do,   for  the    Pot  was    now   full,  and 
the  Wine  ran  about  the    Cellar,    and  with  tumb- 
ling about  file  had  made  her  Coats  to  fly  about  her 
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ears  ;  at  length  (he  refolved  to  cry  out,  hoping  her 
Miftrefs,  or  fome  other  of  the  females  of  the  houfe 
might  hear  her,  and  come  to  her  refcue  ;  this  refo- 
lution  llie  put  in  execution,  and  cryed  out  amain, 
help,  help  ;  we  were  all  in  the  Room  over  her, 
and  therefore  foon  heard  her  voice,  but  not  knowinsr 
whofe,  or  what  was  the  matter  ;  mine  Hoft  at  length 
faid  to  the  boy,  firrah,  run  down  into  Cellar,  and  fee 
what  is  the  matter  there  ;  the  boy  did  fo,  and  after 
fome  little  ftay  came  up  again,  and  cryes  out.  Oh 
Heavens!  Mafter,  I  think  our  Cook-maid  is  murthered 
for  I  went  down,  and  there  lyes  her  body  without  a 
Head,  and  a  great  deal  of  blood  about  her  (which 
was  the  fpilt  Claret)  but,  faid  his  Mafler,  are  you 
furc  her  head  was  off?  yes,  yes,  faid  the  boy,  come  fee 
how  it  is  cut  of  from  the  neck;  and  yet,  continued  he, 
I  cannot  think  flie  is  yet  dead,  for  flie  moved  her 
hands,  and  ftill  cryes  out,  but  her  head  I  cannot  find. 
Mine  Hoft  hearing  of  this  ftrange  matter,  foon  ran 
down  into  the  Cellar,  which  was  not  fo  dark,  nor  he 
fo  dim  fighted,  but  he  prcfently  difcovercd  how  the 
matter  was.  The  only  thing  he  did,  was  to  ftop  the 
Wine  from  running  out,  by  putting  the  fpiggot  into 
the  faucet,  and  fo  returned  up  to  us,  and  told  us  that 
the  boy  was  a  little  miftaken  ;  but  fuch  a  fight  had  he 
feen  as  was  very  unufual ;  and  thereupon  defires  us  to 
defend  into  the  Cellar,  and  fee  what  he  had  done ;  no 
fooner  had  he  faid  fo;  but  our  curiofities  likewife  in- 
duced us  to  go  down,  where  in  ikort  time  we  likewife 
had  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  this  ftrange  fight :  how 
faid  I,  this  is  fome  Monger,  and  it  would  do  well  to 
keep  it  in  this  manner  till  the  next  fair,  and  then  we 
may  gain  more  by  it  then  all  the  Tumblers  did.  A 
pox  of  Tumbling,  faid  mine  Hoftefs,  I  believe  this 
came  from  that  Exercife. 
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We  thus  having  fpent  our  Verdi6ls,  helped  the 
wench  to  difingage  her  felf,and  put  her  in  her  wonted 
natural  pofture  ;  but  when  fhe  was  fo,  fhe  was  not 
come  to  her  felf,  fo  much  was  llie  fpent  with  ftrugling, 
and  her  joynts  were  fo  out  of  order,  that  we  were 
forced  to  lead  her  up  ftairs,  and  put  her  to  bed. 

She  was  mightily  afhamedat  thismifchance,  fothat 
we  could  hardly  perfwade  her  to  be  feen  by  anybody ; 
but  the  boy  was  as  well  pleafed,  as  (he  was  troubled  ; 
it  was  honey  and  nuts  to  him  to  tell  the  guefts,  how 
the  Cook-maid  could  do  fome  feats  of  aftivity,  as 
well  as  he,  and  then  relate  to  them,  in  what  pofture  he 
found  her.  Much  fport  was  made  upon  this  account ; 
and  althoughthe  Wench  was  fliy  atfirft  in  being  feen, 
yet  in  time  fhe  bore  it  out  bravely,  v\hen  the  guefts 
gave  her  moneyto  talkwithher  aboutthis  Adventure. 

By  this  means  the  wench  became  a  great  Enemy  to 
the  boy,  and  did  him  many  flirew'd  turns,  but  durft 
not  meddle  with  his  body  politick,  dreading  the  dan- 
ger fhe  fhould  run  into  by  the  harmes  of  others  who 
had  been  his  perfecutors  ;  wherefore  fhe  was  forced 
to  let  him  alone  as  to  matter  of  action,  only  now  and 
then  fhe  would  exercife  her  wit  upon  him,  in  ■ivhich 
file  feldome  came  off  but  with  the  difadvantage. 
She  was  famous  for  this  her  trick  of  activity,  by 
which  flie  got  money,  but  much  more  by  another, 
which  fhe  foon  after  effected,  and  came  more  clearly 
off  with  it  :  It  was  then  in  time  of  rebellion,  and  all 
obfervations  o{  Chrijimas,  Eajicr,  W/iitfontidc,  or  any 
Holy-days,  were  by  the  Faftious  accounted  fu- 
perftitious,  efpecially  any  obfcrvation  of  Chrijluias; 
and  therefore, the  more  tocrofsthc  dcfire  andhumour 
of  thofe  who  would  obfcrve  the  feaft  o^CJiriJlmas,  the 
men  then  in  power  commanded  a  ftrict  fafl  to  be  on 
that  day  kept  and  obfervcd,  with  penalties  on  all  thofe 
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who  fliould  drcfs  any  vi6luals  ;  and  althorough  the 
Town,  and  efpecially  our  houfe,  was  of  another  per- 
fwation,  yet  fuch  was  the  prevalency  of  the  F'aftion, 
thatit^wasftriftlyobfcrved;  &  it  wasgiven  out  that  the 
Officers  of  the  Town  would  fearch  houfes,  to  find  and 
punifh  Offenders.     Our  Cook-maid  hearing  of  this, 
was  refolved  to  put  a  trick  upon  the  Officers  ;  who 
about  the  middle  of  Sermon  time  came  attended  with 
a  Guard,  to  fee  and  examine  our  Kitching,  where  they 
found  not  the  Jack  a  going,  yet  they  found  a  good 
fire,  and  the  pot  a  boyling :  Hoiv  funu,  faid  Mafter 
church  warden,  IIozu  dare  you  break  the  Laives,  by 
dre(P>^S  victuals  on  this  day?  What  haveyou  in  the  Pot? 
Ouoth  the  Maid,  Nothing  but  phivib  porridg  ?  How, 
faid  the  Church-warden,  Superjlitioiis  Porridg?  this 
is  a  ■^  'ery  great  offence,  and  deferi  'es  as  great puniffunent, 
to  do  thns  in  contenpt  of  the  Laios  ;  I  luill  fee  yo7ir 
Mafter  fined  for  this,  and  Jevcrely  pnnijhed.     I  Ve//,  re- 
plyed  fhe,  b/tt  /pray,  A/after  Church-warden,  be  not 
foa}iQ;ry,bnt  be paeified;  luhieJiI knoi^'yon  leillbe,  luhcn 
yon  fee  fnrt Iter  i^'hat  is  in  the  Pot,  andiuith  10 hat  the 
porridgeare  made;  andlejlyon  ftnni/dniiJlakepLoillJheiu 
yon;  wliercupon  fhe  went  to  the  Pot  and  took  out  a 
lar^e  pair  of  Rams-horns,  and  {:i.\i\,  Look  yon,  Mafter 
Church-warden, ////.v/>  the  meat;  Junolikeyonit?  I  hope 
fo  tvell,  that  yon  will  taji  of  the  broath  yonrfelf  loithont 
fernple  of  eonfeience  ?    The  cafe  was   fo   plain,  and 
Maftcr-Cluu'ch-wardcn  was   fo  fcnfible  that  he  was 
jccr'd,  that  he  made  all  poffible  hafte  out  of  the  houfe, 
threatning  what   he   would   do  to  the  Wench,  who 
now  only  laughed  at  him,  as  did  fome  of  his  atten- 
dants, who  knew  the  Church-warden  was  very  fcnfi- 
ble of  the  affront,  his  wife   being  one  of  thofc   who 
wore  cork-hceld  (hoes,  which   made  her  pafs  for  a 
\vA\\.  Huswife,  as  indeed  flic  was. 
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This  trick  which  our  Maid  put  upon  the  Church- 
warden, raifed  agreat  noife  in  the  Town  and  Country, 
and  brought  all  the  Cavileers  to  our  houfe,  who  gave 
her  fomewhat  to  her  box,  fo  that  fhe  was  very  happy 
in  this  proje6l,  andour  Hofthad  very  great  Cuflom. 
But  ftill  the  Boy  and  Wench  could  not  agree  to  fet 
their  horfes  together  ;  for  his  bufinefs  was  to  be  up 
in  the  morning  with  the  firft,  and  help  her  make  her 
fire,  this  he  could  not  indure,  for  he  loved  his  bed 
mightily  well,  and  would  rather  want  his  belly  full 
of  vi6luals,  then  fleep,  he  had  liberty  to  lye  a  bed  on 
a  Sunday  fo  long  as  he  pleafed,  becaufe  then  they 
had  few  guefts  ;  wherefore  he  would  conftantly  lye 
by  it,  till  dinner  time,  which  he  knew  by  the  jack 
going  ;  for  fo  long  as  the  jack  went,  fo  long  would 
he  lie  by  it,  but  when  that  was  ftopt,  he  thought 
it  was  time,  to  rife  to  dinner. 

The  wench  obferving  that  he  obferved  thisCuftome 
was  refolved  to  put  a  trick  on  him,  and  therefore  one 
Swiday  though  dinner  was  dreffed  by  twelve  a  clock, 
and  eaten  by  one,  yet  flie  let  the  Jack  go  on  till  four 
a  Clock  after-noon,  ftill  the  boy  lay  liftning  to  the 
Jacks  going;  and  hearing  that  go  ftill  on,  gave  himfelf 
to  lazynefs,  and  took  many  a  fweet  turn,  which  fhe 
laughed  at  heartily;  at  length  fhe  ftopt  the  Jack,  and 
immediately  the  boy  arofe,  and  came  down  flairs  (for 
he  lay  in  a  fmall  loft  over  the  Kitchin)  to  fee  what 
was  become  of  the  roaft;  but  he  found  none  in  the 
Kitchin,  nor  Hall,  nor  no  body  in  the  houfe  but  the 
wench ;  who  feeing  him  fearch  about  for  his  Dinner, 
and  aflvingherqucftions  about  the  affairs  of  the  belly, 
fhe  could  not  anfwer  him  for  laughing;  but  foon  after 
the  family  returning  from  Church,  he  difcovered  his 
own  miftake,  and  her  roguery ;  for  this,  he  refolved 
on  a  revenge,  which  he  had  upon  her  the  next  day, 
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when,  a  confiderable  dinner  being  to  be  dreffed,  he 
was  called  up  inthemorning  to  makea  fire ;  he  did  fo, 
and  was  more  than  ordinarily  diligent,  for  he  laid  a 
row  of  Cinders,  then  frefli  Coals,  then  a  row  of  gun 
powder,  then  a  row  of  Cinders,  then  more  gun-pow- 
der, and  fo  Cinders,  till  this  pile  of  building  was  e- 
re6lcd  ;  that  done,  he  flightly  kindled  it  and  departed, 
going  on  an  errand  out  of  the  Town.  The  Wench 
not  knowing,  or  diftrufting  the  intended  mifchief, 
hung  on  her  Pot ;  and  both  the  Spits  of  Geefe,  Ca- 
pons, and  other  Fowls  ;  but  before  they  were  a  quar- 
ter roaftcd,  the  train  of  Powder  took  ;  with  that  up 
flew  the  Pot ;  and  both  the  Spits,  with  all  the  Fowl, 
took  a  fccond  flight ;  the  Wench  was  amazed,  and 
the  Dinner  fpoilcd,  for  the  afhes  and  Cinders  had 
made  all  the  Fowls  of  a  fad  colour:  fo  thatthe  Wench 
ftamped  and  fvvore,  as  if  fhe  had  been  bewitch'd. 


C  H  A  P.     I  X. 

TJic  Maid  is  oiit-i^ittcd  by  a  Country  Fdloiv  in  an 
catfii/^i^  z^cr^rr,  and  fo  is  her  Majlcr,  viiiic  Hojl ; 
z^'/io  makes  liinifclf  zcholc  again  by  another  eating 
i^'ager.  Three  I  Voinen  drink  off  eighteen  Gallons  of 
Rhenijh  Wine  at  one  fitting,  and  the  manner  how. 

MR  S.  Dorothy  paufing,  and  we  laughing,  gave 
her  the  convcnicncy  to  confider  of  what  Hie 
was  to  fay  further  ;  wherefore  in  fliort  time  flic  thus 
proceeded. 
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The  poor  Wench  was  at  a  great  lofs,  to  think  that 
the  Guefts  muft  loofe  their  dinner  ;  and  fhe  could  not 
for  a  long  time  think  how  this  came  about,  nor  dif- 
truft  that  the  boy  had  been  concerned  in  it ;  but  at 
length,  the  mift  being  removed,hereyes  were  opened, 
and  fhe  believed  the  boy  to  be  the  Authour  of  this 
mifchief  But  fmce  it  was  done,  and  what  was  pall: 
could  not  be  prevented  or  helped ;  fhe  bethought  her 
felf  how  to  proceed  ;  and  therefore,  her  Miftrefs  com- 
ing into  the  Kitchin,  and  feeing  the  ftate  of  the  matter, 
they  likewife  called  me  and  the  Daughter,  to  affift  in 
the  remedy  ;  whilft  the  Wench  made  the  fire  good, 
we  fell  to  wafhing  the  Fowls  from  the  fowlenefs 
which  the  Cinders  and  Afhes  had  caufed  ;  but  when 
that  was  done,  we  had  a  further  and  more  tedious 
work,  to  pick  out  feveral  corns  of  powder  that  were 
faftned  into  the  fkins  of  the  Fowls  ;  at  length,  with 
many  hands,  we  likewife  performed  this  work,  and 
with  an  hours  lofs,  the  Dinner  was  in  as  much  for- 
w^ardnefs  as  it  had  been  ;  and  at  length,  it  wasdreffed 
and  eaten  ;  but  the  Guefts  tafling,  and  feeing  fome 
remains  of  the  Gun-powder,  my  Hoftexcufcd  it  well 
enough,  by  telling  them  that  thofe  Fowles  were  fliot 
by  an  accident. 

Thus  was  the  Dinner  eaten,  and  much  Wine  drank 
off  before  the  boy  returned  ;  but  fo  foon  as  he  came 
in,  mine  Hoft  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  into 
the  room  where  the  Gucfis  were  flill  a  drinking:  and 
firft  defireing  filencc,  and  then  their  pardon,  he  told 
them  this  was  the  Gunner,  that  had  fliot  all  thofe 
Fowls  they  had  eaten,  at  one  fhot ;  how,  faid  they,  he 
is  an  excellent  marks-man :  yes  truly,  faid  mine  Hoft, 
but  he  had  a  ftrange  kind  of  inftrumcnttodo  this  Ex- 
ecution ;  and  I  pray,  Gentlemen,  do  you  examine  him 
how  it  was  done. 
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The  Guefts  thinking  there  was  fomewhat  in  the 
matter  that  was  pleafant,  defired  the  boy  to  acquaint 
them  with  it;  he  feeing  how  matters  went,  and  believ- 
ing no  harm  would  come  to  him,  in  plain  terms  told 
them  all ;  they  were  ftrangely  pleafed  with  the  boyes 
difcourfe  ;  and  he  having  told  them  the  manner  how 
he  did  it,  they  defired  to  know  the  caufe,  wherefore  ; 
to  this  he  replyed,  it  was  becaufe  the  maid  had 
cheated  him  of  his  Dinner,  by  letting  the  Jack  to  go, 
as  I  told  you. 

The  rchcarfal  of  that  Adventure  pleafed  them  as 
much  as  the  other  ;  and  the  maid  was  call'd  in,  who 
confcffmg  all  that  the  boy  had  told  them,  the  Guefts 
made  them  Friends,  and  gave  money  to  each  of 
them  ;  advifmg  the  Wench  not  by  any  means  to  fall 
out  with  the  boy,  and  fo  they  difmiffed  them. 

Thus  had  we  much  plcafurc  by  Adventures,  which 
every  day  fell  out  between  this  boy  and  fome  body  or 
other,  but  I  will  leave  that,  to  tell  you  of  fomewhat 
elfe,  as  confiderable  and  pleafant.  Our  Cook-maid, 
though  file  were  pretty  cunning  and  witty  ;  was  yet 
fometimes  out-witted  ;  for  one  day,  an  ordinary 
Country  fellow  came  into  the  Kitchin  ;  and  calling 
for  a  L'laggon  of  beer,  fate  down  by  the  fire  to  drink 
it  and  thus  he  began  with  the  Wench  :  Here  is  good 
drink  at  your  houfc,  but  I  wonder  you  are  not  as  well 
provided  with  X^ictuals  ;  why,  faid  flie,  fo  we  are,  for 
here  is  good  meat  at  the  fire,  (hewing  him  a  piece  of 
roafi;  beef,  that  weighed  above  a  ftone  ;  yes,  faid  he 
again,  the  meat  may  be  good,  but  there  is  but  a  little 
of  it,  tiiere  is  enough  for  you.  replyed  flie  ;  no,  but 
there  is  not,  faid  he  ;  how,  faid  (he,  can  you  eat  all 
this  t  Yes.  that  I  can,  faid  he  ;  I'le  lay  a  wager  of 
that,  faid  llie;  what  )-ou  dare,  faid  the  man,  flie  would 
have  the  wager  be  a  quart    of  wine   (for  flie  was 
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refolved  againft  money  wagers)  nay,  faid  the  Man,  a 
pint  is  enough  for  me  with  this  meat,  and  fo  much  will 
I  lay  :  She  thinking,  that  the  lefs  Ihe  layd  the  lefs  fhe 
fhould  lofe,  if  fhe  )oft,  and  being  very  defirous  to  fee 
this  great  wager  of  eating  performed,  agreed  to  his 
Terms,  and  thereupon  he  fell  too  lufbily,  and  did  eat 
confiderably,  but  far  fhort  of  all,  fo  that  he  confented 
his  wager  to  be  loft,  and  the  pint  of  wine  was  called 
for  ;  he  feizing  on  it  firft,  put  it  to  his  nofe,  and  drank 
all  off;  and  throwing  down  fix  pence  for  his  pint  of 
wine,  and  two  pence  ior  his  pot  of  beer,  was  departing, 
when  her  Miftrefs,  mine  Hoftefs,  enters  the  Kitchin, 
and  feeing  the  fellow  departing,  afked  who  muft  pay 
for  the  meat  ?  Not  I,  faid  the  fellow  ;  Nor  I,  faid  the 
wench,  fo  that  a  controverfiearofe  between  them;  but 
mine  Hoft  and  fome  company  coming  in,  ended  it, 
by  ajudging,  that  fmce  the  Country-mancalled  for  no 
meat,  it  was  not  fit  he  fhould  pay  for  it,  and  he  not 
paying,  the  maid  muft,  which  fhe  prefently  did  it, 
but  was  laughed  at  for  her  folly.  But  fhe  was  not  the 
only  over-reach'd  perfon  in  the  houfe,  for  it  was  not 
long  ere  mine  Hoft  himfelf  was  finely  caught. 

There  came  three  men,  who  although  they  were 
neighbours,  and  famous  for  eating,yet  mine  Hoft  not 
knowing  them,  they  thus  over-reach'd  him  :  they 
came  to  fup,  and  lye  there  that  night,  and  therefore 
went  into  the  Kitchin  to  fee  what  was  for  Supper. 
There  was  Capons,  Pidgeons,  and  Sparagus  :  Very 
good  meat,  faid  they  :  Now,  mine  Hoft,  what 
fhall  we  give  you  a  peice  for  our  fupper  of  thefe 
three  forts  of  vi6luals  .''  He  asked,  how  much  they 
would  have  dreft :  they  asked  him  the  fame 
queflion.  How  much  he  would  drefs  :  Why,  faid 
he,  I    will    drefs    three    Capons,    three   dozen  of 
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Pidgeons,  and  fifteen  hundred  of  Sparagus,  Very 
good,  faid  they :  but  if  this  be  not  enough,  we 
expc(5l  to  have  more.  That  you  fhall,  faid  he ; 
but  you  fhall  fup  firft,  and  I  hope  there  will  be 
enough  for  my  felf  and  family,  when  you  have 
done.  For  that,  you  muft  adventure  it,  faid  they ; 
Well  now,  your  price.''  Said  mine  Hoft,  I  will  have 
three  fJiillvigs  (onr  pence  a  piece,  that  is,  \.&n /hillings 
in  all.  Content,  faid  they;  Make  hafte  that  we 
may  drink  afterwards.  Thus  was  the  Bargain  made 
up,  and  the  Fowls  laid  down  to  the  fire.  In  the  mean 
time  the  three  Travellors  fetched  a  walk,  to  get  them 
(as  they  faid)  a  ftomack  to  their  Supper ;  which  in 
convenient  time  being  ready,  and  they  returned,  they 
thus  began;  each  of  the  three  took,  each  of  them,  a 
Capon  whole  on  their  trenchers;  and  cutting  them 
into  pieces,  they  made  one  mouthful  of  each  wing,  a- 
nother  of  each  leg ;  and  fcraping  all  the  meat  from 
the  Carcafs,  into  two  or  three  mouth-fuls,  the  Capons 
were  invifible;  then  they  drank  each  his  cup  of  Cla- 
ret, to  whet  their  appetites ;  that  being  done,  they  fell 
to  the  Pidgeons,  and  cutting  each  Pidgeon  into  four 
quarters,  they  eat  them,  bones  and  all,  at  four  bits ; 
and  then  they  drank  again,  and  fell  to  the  Sparagus, 
which  was  in  fliort  time  beflowed  where  the  reft  of 
the  vicluals  was;  mine  Iloft  feeing  them  fo  quick  at 
theirwork,  flared  at  them,  and  the}' calling  foranother 
glafs  of  wine  drank  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  he  mufl 
provide  more  vicluals,  or  lofc  his  wager,  he  beingangry 
at  both  their  propofilicjns,  at  length  thought  it  was 
better  to  let  them  have  more  meat,  than  not  to  be  paid 
forwhat  they  had, and  be  laui^lied  at  into  thePargain ; 
wherefore  he  replyed,  they  Ihould  have  enough  ;  and 
calling  for  the  Cook-maid,  commanded  her  to 
drefs  the  fame   quantity  of   vicluals ;    flie    ftaring 
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on  the  Guefts,  they  bad  her  go  down,  and  make  hafte 
for  they  wanted  their  fupper :  down  fhe  went,  and  did 
accordingly  ;  and  whilfl  fupper  was  dreffing,  they 
walked  and  fmoak'd,  in  their  Chamber.  In  time  the 
other  courfe,  confifting  of  three  Capons,  three  dozen 
of  Pigeons,  and  fifteen  hundred  of  Sparagus  was 
brought  up,  and  in  as  little  time  as  before  it  was  eaten 
up,  as  the  former  had  been  to  the  great  coft,  lofs,  and 
confufion  of  mine  Hoft ;  who  ffcared  now  worfe  than 
he  had  done;  but  however  he  again  asked  them,  if 
they  would  have  any  more;  to  this  they  readily  re- 
plyed.  Yes.  He  again  called,  and  the  Cook  maid  being 
come  up,  was  commanded  to  drefs  the  fame  quantity 
again,  and  that  quickly:  She  replyed,  flie  could  not, 
for  all  the  Fowl  that  was  killed,  was  eaten ;  and  it 
would  be  a  great  while,  ere  flie  could  kill,  pull  and 
drefs  the  like  quantity;  befidcs,  there  was  no  more 
Sparagus  then  to  be  had  ;  they  told  mine  Hoft  they 
muft  have  their  bargain,  or  he  lofe  his  wager :  he  re- 
plyed, if  he  could  not  furnifli  them  with  that,  )'ct  they 
might  have  of  any  other  fort  of  victuals:  they  faid, 
they  would  have  that,  or  none,  or  elfe  a  third  way, 
come  to  compofition,  to  this  mine  Hoft  gave  ear,  and 
asked  what  compofition:  they  told  him,  that  indeed 
though  they  could  give  a  difpatch  to  more  victuals, 
yet  they  would  for  once  forbear  further  eating,  and 
exchange  their  victuals  for  drink:  fo  they  reckoned 
what  their  other  mefs  of  victuals  might  come  to,  ^\■hich 
being  computed  to  ten  fliillings,  theydcfired  ten  lliil- 
lings  worth  of  wine.  ]\Iinc  Hoft  fliook  his  head  at  this 
and  faid,  they  did  him  too  hard,  which  tlicy  con- 
fefling,  and  a  little  further  difcourfing  on,  it  was  a- 
greed  that  they  fliould  have  each  of  them  a  cjuart  of 
Canary,  in  full  fatisfaction  of  the  wager:  this  they 
had,  this  they  drank  oiT,  and  fo  went  to  bed,  where 
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they  flept  more  foundlythcn  mine  Hoft,  who  with  all 
his  Family  went  fuppcrlefs  to  bed  ;  and  he  was  ex- 
treamly  vex'd,  that  he  fliould  be  out-witted  and  over- 
reached by  three  Bumpkins ;  but  what  could  not  be 
cured  mufl  be  endured ;  it  was  but  a  folly  tocomplain, 
felf  do,  felf  have,  and  now  he  rcmembcr'd  the  wager 
between  the  Cook-maid  and  Country-man,  and  had 
no  caufe  to  laugh  at  her  anymore.  Night  being  fpent, 
part  in  flccp,  and  part  in  thefc  cogitations,  he  arofe, 
and  fo  did  his  guefls,  who  honeftly  paid  their  fhot, 
though  not  half  fo  much  as  their  reckoning  came  to; 
and  at  departure  they  told  him,  that  if  ever  he  had  oc- 
cafion  for  an  eating  wager,  if  he  would  fend  for 
any  of  them,  they  would    do    their  weak   endea- 
vours to  affift  him  as  much  to  his  gain  as  this  had 
been  to  his  lofs;  and  thereupon  acquainted  him  with 
the  places  of  their  dwellings,  they  departed:  and  in- 
deed, it  was  not  long  ere  he  had  occafion  to  make  ufe 
of  them ;  for  a  Perfon  of  Quality,  being  to  travel  our 
Road,  fent  his  boy  before  to  our  houfe  to  befpeak  a 
Supper;  the  boy,  having  miflook  his  Mafter  in  his 
direction,  inftead  of  a  couple  of  Capons,  and  a  dozen 
of  Larks,  which  he  had  ordered  him  to  befpeak,  he 
befpeak,  a  do/.en  of  Capons,  and  a  Couple  of  Larks, 
mine  Iloft  did  fomewliat  diftruft  the  boy  for  his  di- 
rections, when  he  fpake  of  a  couple  of  Larks,  and 
told  him  furelyhe  was  miftakciijhe  muft  have  two  do- 
zen of  Larks ;    no,  faid  the  boy,  my  Mafter  is  but  a 
fmall  eater,  and  the  dozen  of  Capons  and  the  two 
Larkswill  beenough  for  him  and  hisCompany,  which 
is  but  one  Gentleman,  bcfidLS  himfelf;  well,  replyed 
mine  I  loft,  however  I'lc  j^njvide  two  dozen  of  Larks; 
and  if  your  Mailer  will  not  eat  them,  Tie  have  them 
my  felf;  to  this  the  l)oy  confented,  and  the  fowls 
were  ordered  to  be  drLlfcd  accordingly  :  mine  Hofl 
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was  very  fenfible  of  the  miftake,  and  that  the  Boy 
fhould  have  befpoke  but  two  Capons,  and  a  dozen 
of  Larks ;  but  however,  the  boy  being  fo  confident 
that  it  was  a  dozen  of  Capons,  he  was  refol- 
ved  to  drefs  them,  and  that  his  Mafter  fliould  pay 
for  them;  but  left  they  fhould  be  left  on  his 
hands,  and  dedufted  for,  he  bethought  on  a  way  to 
have  them  difpatched ;  wherefore  he  difpatched  away 
a  boy  to  one  of  his  three  Capon  and  Pidgeon  eaters, 
defiring  him  to  favour  him  fo  far,  as  to  come  that 
evening  to  his  houfe;  for  he  did  believe  he  might  do 
him  a  kindnefs  in  fome  affairs  relating  to  the  teeth  and 
guts.  The  Country  man  was  at  home,  and  came  at 
his  time:  but  before  he  came,  the  Mafter  of  the  boy 
came  thither,  and  asking  what  was  for  Supper,  was 
anfwered,  a  dozen  of  Capons,  and  two  dozen  of 
Larks;  and  for  whom  is  all  this  provifion?  faid  the 
Gentleman.  For  your  worfhip,  faid  mine  Hofl:  how 
fo,  faid  the  Gentleman,  by  whofe  order?  by  your 
fervants,  replyed  mine  Hoft;  and  thereupon  the  boy 
being  called,  firrah,  faid  his  IMafter,  what  orders  did  I 
give  you  about  myfupper.''  Sir,  faid  the  boy,  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  miftake,  and  fo  I  told  mine  Hoft.  For 
I  only  befpake  a  dozen  of  Capons,  and  a  couple  of 
Larks ;  and  he  faid,  it  was  too  little,  and  that  he  would 
drefs  two  dozen  of  Larks.  The  Gentleman  and  his 
Friend  laughed  attheBoyes  miftake,  and  excufe;  and 
mine  Hoft  faid,  that  he  thought  two  dozen  of  Larks 
was  little  enough  for  one  dozen  of  Capons.  That  is 
true,  faid  the  Gentleman ;  but  I  ordered  the  boy  to  be- 
fpeak  only  a  couple  of  Capons,  and  a  dozen  of  Larks. 
You  fee  faid  mine  Hoft,  It  is  not  my  miftake,  and  I 
did  nothing  but  was  rcafonable.  I  but,  faid  the  Gen- 
tleman, it  is  unrcafonable  to  think,  that  we  two  and 
the  boy  can  eat  fo  much  as  you  have  provided  for  us; 
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not  fo  unreafonable  neither,  as  you  think,  Sir,  reply- 
ed  mine  Hoft ;  for  I'le  lay  a  good  wager,  that  I'le  pro- 
duce one  man,  that  can,  and  will  eat  up  all  the  Capons 
himfelf ;  how,  faid  the  Gentleman  ?  I'le  never  believe 
that, and  I'le  lay  twenty fliillings  of  it,and  venture  my 
Supper;  done,  faid  mine  Hoft;  done,  faid  the  Gentle- 
man ;  and  fo  both  their  moneys  were  laid  into  the  o- 
ther  Gentlemans  hand.  Thus  was  this  wagcrconclud- 
edof  and  mine  Hoftwent  to  his  Teeth  and  Gut-Cham- 
pion, who  attended  the  fport;  he  told  him  the  wager; 
to  that  he  fliook  his  head, and  faid  it  was  a  hard  tafk  ; 
but  he  would  flrivc  to  ferve  him.  Supper  being  ready, 
it  was  Uflieredinbymine  Hoft,  leading  his  Champion 
by  the  hand  ;  who,  after  due  reverance  to  the  Com- 
pany, fits  down  ;  and  the  meat  being  placed  on  the 
board,  the  wager  was  again  recited  ;  and  it  was  fur- 
ther iigreed,  that  the  Championmight  havcwhatdrink 
he  would  call  for  ;  and  thereupon  he  began  to  ufe  his 
teeth,  and  the  reft  of  the  Company  their  eyes,  to  be- 
hold the  manner  how  he  made  fo  quick  a  difpatch  of 
his  Viftuals.  I  told  you  already  how,  and  in  that  man- 
ner he  did  eat ;  but  now  being  to  do  much,  he  took 
more  time  than  ordinary  ;  but  in  time,  ten  of  the 
twelve  were  made  invifible,  being  put  into  our  Gut- 
mongers  C/iriJbuas  Cup-board,  and  tlie  eleventh  was 
on  his  Trencher,  and  part  of  it  fcnt  down  his  belly, 
when  mine  Hoft  looked  on  him  with  a  more  than  curi- 
ous eye, and  difcovered  fomewhat  of  difcontent,  which 
caufed  him  to  cry  out,  Come  Frioid!  bear  up,  and 
Jicres  to  you  ;  tliank  )-ou,  replycd  the  Eater  ;  and 
taking  the  drink  from  mine  Hoft,  he  whir[)ering 
him  in  the  car,  faid  ;  "\'ou  have  lort,  I  can  cat  no 
more.  How,  faid  the  (jcntlenian,  what  fa}'es  he  ? 
Nothing,  faid  mine  Holl,  but  that  he  is  hue  \-ou 
have   loll,  for    he  can    cat    a    dozen    more:    How, 
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replyed  the  Gentle-man,  but  by  my  faith  he  fhall 
not,  for  i'le  have  this  my  felf  for  my  Supper :  and 
thereupon  he  feized  on  the  twelfth  Capon,  and  laying 
it  on  his  Trencher,  cuts  it  in  peices,  and  gives  to  his 
Friend.  Nay  then,  faid  mine  Hoft,  I  fee  you  agree 
the  wager  to  be  mine  :  yes,  replyed  the  Gentleman, 
I  had  better  do  fo,  than  fill  his  belly,  and  lofe  my 
own  fupper  ;  and  thereupon  the  money  was  given  to 
mine  Hoft  ;  who  now,  meerly  by  his  quicknefs  of 
wit  in  thinking,  and  confidence  in  fpeaking  fo  contra- 
ry to  the  Eaters  faying,  won  the  wager  ;  and,  which 
was  moft,  faving  his  own  credit,  and  that  of  his  Cham- 
pion, w^ho  clearly  confeffed,  that  the  wager  was  in 
great  danger  to  be  loft. 

Thus  did  mine  Hoft  get  as  much  as  he  loft  by  the 
former  wager,  and  the  Gentleman  was  well  pleafed 
at  the  lofs  of  his  ;  and  all  parties  being  contented, 
they  went  to  bed,  and  next  day  parted. 

And  now,  continued  Mrs.  DorotJiy,  that  my  hand 
is  in,  I'le  tell  you  one  Story  more  of  the  like  nature, 
and  fo  conclude  with  this  eating  difcourfe. 

It  was  not  long  ere  fome  Company  came  to  the 
Houfe,  and  in  the  Company  three  Women,  who  were 
good  girls,  abfolute  Bona  Robds,  they  had  a  great 
defire  to  drink  Rhcni/h  wine,  and  therefore  afivcd  if 
we  had  any  .''  Mine  Hoft  told  them  yes,  he  had  a 
Runlet  of  eighteen  Gallons  newly  come  in,  and  it  was 
excellent  good  ;  the  women  faid  that  would  hardly 
ferve  one  fitting:  no  faid  one  of  the  Gcntle-mcn  furely 
it  will  :  they  faid  no,  they  would  wager  that  they 
themfelves  could  drink  it  off  at  one  fitting.  The  Gen- 
tleman told  them  that  if  they  would,  he  would  not 
only  pay  for  it,  but  alfo  give  unto  each  of  them  forty 
fhillings,  to  buy  a  new  Petticoat  ;  this  they  agreed 
to,  nay,  they  faid  theyw^ould  not  rife  from  their  feats 
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e're  it  was  done,  provided  they  might  have  Anchoves, 
and  Neats-tongues,and  fuch  like  vi6lualsto  intermix: 
this  was  agreed  on,  and  that  they  might  the  more 
conveniently  do  their  bufmefs,  they  had  each  of  them 
an  empty  Butter-firkin  with  the  head  knock'd  ofif,  and 
fo  taking  up  their  Coates,  they  laid  their  bare  bums 
on  the  firkins,  thus  they  fate,  and  thus  they  drank, 
fometimes  eating  and  other  whiles  talking,  fo  that  in 
four  hours  time,  all  the  wine  was  drank  off,  and  if 
they  had  occafion  to  evacuate,  they  did  that  without 
trouble  fitting  as  they  did  on  butter-firkins. 


CHAP.     X. 


Mrs.  Dorothy  difcourfcs  of  the  feveral  cheats  of 
Draivcrs  and  Tapfkrs,  inventing  bad  drink  and 
fniall  nieafure.  The  I  loft  carries  tzuo  vicji  before  the 
jfnflice,  zohere  he  came  off  uith  the  lofs.  He  is  out- 
tvitted  by  tzuo  Guefts,  but  is  revenged  on  tliem  by  the 
boyes  ajfiflance. 

THcfc  wore  the  frolicks  we  daily  had  at  our  houfe, 
which  wore  commonly  to  the  profit  of  mine 
Huft ;  for  whoever  won  or  loft  he  went  away  with 
the  profit  and  gain  ;  and  indeed  his  gain  was  very 
great  both  in  his  victuals  and  drink,  for  when  wine 
was  to  be  fold  at  eigiiteen  pence  the  quart,  we  had 
two  ihillings  or  half  a  crown,  and  that  we  might  not 
come  within  the  compafs  of  the  law,  to  every  bottle 
of  Wine,  a  fmall  plate  of  Olives  was   carried  up, 
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neither  was  this  enough  to  have  the  price,  but  the 
Wine  was  generally  mixt,  and  bad ;  and  that  the 
Guefts  might  as  well  be  cheated  in  quantity  as  quality, 
it  was  commonly  fold  in  bottles,  where  we  many 
times  had  two  fhillings  or  half  a  crown  for  a  bottle  of 
Wine  that  would  not  hold  above  apinte  and  a  half; 
and  for  inftance,  I  will  relate  one  little  fine  Cheat  to 
that  purpofe :  A  Company  of  Gentlemen  come  to  our 
houfe  and  call'd  for  Wine,  which  they  drank  off  but 
liked  not,  wherefore  they  called  the  Drawer,  and  de- 
firing  another  bottle  told  him  that  there  was  two  faults 
in  the  Wine  they  had  drank,  the  one  that  it  was  not 
fogood  astheyexpe6led,the  other,  that  the  bottle  was 
not  full  meafure ;  they  therefore  defired  him  to  mend 
both  the  quality  and  quantity  in  the  next,  fince  they 
intended  him,  and  always  gave  the  beft  price,  half  a 
crown  a  bottle,  he  promifedan  amendment  asto  both, 
and  fo  went  down,  and  indeed  was  as  good  as  his  word, 
drawing  the  beft  wine  in  the  Cellar,  and  that  in  a  Bot- 
tleofthe  largeft  fize  ;  they  thanked  himandforhis  en- 
couragement to  continue  honeft  to  them  they  gave  him 
afhilling,  he  pocketed  the  money  and  left  them,  they 
drank  on  and  finding  their  wine  good,  called  for  more, 
which  they  had :  But  mark  the  falfncfs  and  ingratitude 
of  this  rafcally  Drawer,  he  in  fliort  time  firft  changed 
their  wine,  and  gave  them  worfe,  and  not  contented 
with  that  likewife  cheated  them  of  their  meafure,  he 
carried  a  bottle  of  wine  and  filled  a  glafs  out  of  it, 
when  one  of  the  Gentlemen  who  was  not  yet  fo 
dim  fightcd  but  he  could  fee  fomewhat  of  the  intend- 
ed cheat,  cry'd  hold  Drawer,  let  me  fee  that  Glafs 
and  Bottle,  and  thereupon  poured  the  wine  into  the 
bottle  which  was  indifi"erent  full  but  looking  on  the 
bottle,  and  feeing  it  was  very  fmall,  he  faid  :  furely 
this  Bottle  does  not  hold  a  full  quart,  Oh  Lord  !  Sir, 
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faid  the  Drawer,  do  you  think  I  would  wrong  you  ? 
I  do  not  know ;  replyed  the  Gentleman,  but  I  much  dif- 
truft  it,  you  have  no  caufe  replyed  the  Drawer,  for  I 
am  fure  that  bottle  is  full  meafure,  what  will  you  wa- 
ger of  that  faid  the  Gentleman  ?  any  thing  you  will, 
faid  the  Drawer:  But  do  you  think  I  would  put  any 
tricks  upon  Gentlemen  I  have  fo  great  refpe6l  for,  no 
furely  ?  But  faid  the  Gentleman  I  mufl  and  will  be  fa- 
tisfied,  that  you  may  quickly  be,  replyed  the  Drawer, 
for  I  will  fetch  a  new  fcaled  quart  pot  and  meafure  it, 
this  was  agreed  upon,  and  in  fliort  time  up  comes  the 
Drawer  with  a  quart  pot  in  his  hand,  being  come  to 
thcTable  he  takes  the  bottle  and  pours thewine  outof 
that  into  the  quart  pot,  which  when  looked  upon  was 
full  as  it  ought  to  be,  now  faid  one  to  the  Gentleman 
who  complained,  you  havcwrongcd  the  honeft  Draw- 
er and  muftgive  him  fatisfaftion  for  the  abufe, truly 
replyed  he,  I  was  very  much  miftaken,  and  my 
mind  flillgivesmethatthcreisfomecunningtrickand 
cheat  in  this  contrivance,  and  that  it  is  not  as  it  appears 
to  be;  truly  replyed  the  Drawer,  if  you  think  I  have 
done  you  any  abufe  you  do  me  wrong,  and  bcfides  the 
great  refpc6l  I  have  for  you  who  are  my  Mafters  beft 
Cullomers,  I  know  if  I  fliould  attempt  to  wrong  you, 
my  Mafter  would  be  much  troubled  and  would  not 
keep  a  Servant  in  his  Houfe  thatfliould  do  it;  well  for 
all  this  replyed  the  Gentleman,  I  pray  let  me  fee  the 
bottle  and  quart  pot,  the  Drawer  delivered  him  the 
quart  pot  freely,  but  parted  from  the  bottle  with  much 
unwillingnefs,  but  in  fine  the  Gentleman  had  them  both 
when  prefently  he  takes  the  quart  pot  and  out  of  that 
filled  the  bottle,  and  then  he  found  the  Cheat,  wliich 
was  this ;  there  was  more  than  half  a  pint  of  wine  left 
in  the  quart  pot,  how  now,  faid  the  Gentleman  who  is 
wronged  now, \\here  lies  the  Ciieat?  The  Drawer  fee- 
incrhimfelf  found  out  and  fearint/hefiiould  be  beaten 
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replyed,  I  do  not  know,  and  fo  turn'd  his  back  and  left 
them;  great  was  the  admiration  of  the  whole  comp- 
any, of  the  management  of  this  cheat,  but  much  more  at 
the  impudence  of  the  Drawer;  now  they  all  perceived 
that  the  Drawer  when  he  went  down  into  the  Cellar 
to  bring  up  a  quart  pot,  brought  wine  in  it,  and  that  a- 
bove  half  a  pint,  the  a6ling  of  the  thing  it  felf  was 
not  fo  much  as  the  manner,  that  this  knavifh  Drawer 
fhould  be  fo  impudent  as  to  ftand  in  it,  and  juflifie  it 
with  language,  when  as  if  he  had  not  been  too  confi- 
dent, and  fo  foon  as  he  had  put  the  wine  into  a  quart 
pot  had  immediately  gone  away,  he  might  have  efca- 
ped  undifcovered ;  butitwas  his  fortune  foto  be  found 
out  to  the  great  admiration  of  the  whole  company, 
who  although  they  found  themfelves  cheated,  yet 
were  hugely  pleafed  with  the  manner,  and  made  it 
their  difcourfe  in  all  Taverns  they  came  into  for  a  long 
time  after;  but  I  believe  it  was  to  as  little  purpofe 
with  others,  as  with  our  folks,  for  when  any  fuch 
tricks  or  cheats  have  been  told  in  our  houfe,  our  peo- 
ple would  onlygive  them  the  hearing,  and  feem  to  be 
aftonifhcd  with  the  difcourfe,  but  be  never  a  whit  the 
better  for  it,  but  immediatelyupon  the  next  opportu- 
nity do  the  fame  thing  or  as  bad,  and  this  was  their 
conftant  pra6lice;  they  would  draw  wine  in  glafs  bot- 
tles that  were  fo  thick  at  the  bottom  that  when  they 
were  empty  they  were  as  heavy  as  if  they  were  half 
full,  and  alfo  batter'd  pots  that  would  not  hold  out 
meafure,  and  fometimes  would  fill  a  pot  not  above 
three  quarters  full,andwhentheDrawer  brought  it  in, 
he  would  prefently  fill  out  a  glafs,  and  flare  them  in 
the  face  as  Juglers  do  when  theyare  about  XhoAX  Hoais 
P(3r//j-,  flight  of  hand  tricks,  and  fo  carry  it  off,  and  out 
of  pretence  to  civility  to  fill  the  firft  glaffes  they 
would  do  it,  but  their  end  was  quite  different,  it 
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being  only  to  deceive  them  and  to  hinder  them  from 
feeing  the  falfe  meafure  that  is  brought  them,  which 
cannot  be  difcovered  when  a  glafs  or  two  is  filled  out. 
Mine  Hoft  was  finelycaught  one  day  with  apot  not 
being  filled:  Two  Old  Country  men  coming  to  our 
houfc  in  a  morning  called  for  a  quart  of  wine,  the 
Drawer  believing  they  were  to  be  choufed,  brought 
up  a  quart  pot,  but  it  was  little  more  than  half  full, 
he  intended  they  fliould  have  it  raw,  but  it  being  a 
cold  morning,  they  bad  him  roft  it,  that  is  put  it  to 
the  fire  and  burn  it ;  he  was  now  at  a  lofs  in  not  filling 
out  the  firfl  glafs,  but  not  knowing  how  to  help  it,  he 
did  fet  it  down  before  the  fire,  and  I  fuppofe,  he  in- 
tended to  fill  it  up  afterwards,  but  he  forgetting  that, 
and  the  old  men  being  bufie  indifcourfe  forgot  to  look 
to  it,  when  on  a  fudden  they  look'd,  and  the  pot  was 
melted  almofb  half  way  down,  which  was  as  far  as 
there  was  no  wine  in  it ;  with  that  the  maid  feeing  it 
call'd  out  to  them,  what  honcft  men  do  you  melt  your 
pot?  Not  we,  faid  they,  it  is  the  fire,  but  you  are  like 
to  pay  for  it,  replyed  the  wench,  that  is  when  we  do, 
faid  they,  at  this  mine  Hoft  came  up,  the  maid  tells 
how  that  thcfe  two  old  men  had  been  telling  their 
CatitcrbiiryVAXii'i  fo  long  that  the  pot  was  melted, then 
they  mull  pay  for  it  faid  mine  Hoft,  for  it  was  given 
to  their  charge;  thereupon  the  Drawer  was  call'd, 
who  likcwife  averred  that  he  gave  them  the  pot  with 
thewine  into  their  charge  andcuftody,andthat  there- 
fore they  ought  to  look  after  it,  and  fince  it  was  dam- 
ag'd  to  jiay  for  it.  They  replyed,  they  took  no  charge 
of  it,  neither  did  they  touch  it,  but  only  ordered  him, 
to  burn  it  well:  mine  Holt  faid  they  fliould  pay,  and 
they  faid  they  would  not,  whereupon  he  threatened 
them  with  a  Juftices  Warrant;  they  were  fomewhat 
unwilling  to  be  troubled,  and  were  content  to  pay  for 
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the  wine,  and  allow  fix  pence  more  for  mending  the 
pot,  mine  Hoft  replying  that  would  not  do,  for  it  could 
not  be  mended,  and  he  muft  have  a  new  one ;  they  fee- 
ing him  fo  unreafonable,  were  content  the  Juftice 
fhould  decide  the  Controverfie;  wherefore  before  the 
Juflice  they  went,  and  mine  Hoft  there  made  his  Com- 
plaint that  thofe  two  men  had  melted  his  quart  pot, 
and  refufed  to  pay  for  it.  The  Juftice  perceiving  where 
the  matter  lay,  and  that  he  told  his  tale  wrong, 
defired  the  men  to  fpeak,  who  in  plain  terms  told  him 
they  took  no  charge  of  the  pot,  but  onely  defired  the 
Drawer  to  caufe  Wine  to  be  burnt,  that  he  had  accor- 
dingly fet  it  down  by  the  fire,  and  without  their  hand- 
ling or  touching  it,  the  pot  was  melted.  So,  faid  the 
Juftice,  and  did  neitherofyou  drinkof  the  Wine. ^  No, 
not  one  drop,  replyed  the  old  men,  and  yet  we  offered 
to  pay  for  the  Wine,  and  give  fixpence  towards  mend- 
ing the  pot.  This  is  more  than  you  Ihall  need  to  do, 
faid  the  J  uftice,&  then  he  thufs  proceeded  to  mine  Hoft. 
Friend,  with  what  confidence  can  you  demand  any 
money  of  thefe  men  that  had  nothing  of  you .''  fince 
you  would  not  do  them  juftice,  I  will ;  I  do  hereby  ac- 
quit them  from  paying  any  thing  for  Wine,  becaufe 
they  never  had  any;  and  for  the  melting  the  pot,  how 
did  they  do  it .''  It  was  not  they,  but  your  fervant  who 
drew  the  Wine,  who  had  he  filled  the  pot  full  of  wine, 
the  Fire  could  not  have  melted  it ;  for  I  very  well  un- 
derftand  that  the  pot  was  melted  no  further  than  it 
was  empty:  And  further,  continued  the  Jultice,  this 
fhall  not  ferve  your  turn,  for  I  fliall  Fine  you  for  not 
filling  your  pot ;  Your  Crime  is  very  apparent  and  evi- 
dent, and  fo  fhall  your  puniflimcnt  be,  and  I  order  you, 
as  a  Fine,  to  pay  down  Twenty  fliillings  for  your  mif- 
demeanor,  or  elfe  I  fhall  make  your  Mittimus,  and 
fend  you  toPrifon.  Thus  was  the  Cafe  altered,  and  the 
Tale  was  now  of  another  Hog;  for  mine  Hoft  who  ex- 
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peftcd  fatisfaftion,  was  forced  to  give  it,  and  that  im- 
mediatly,  or  elfe  go  to  Prifon. 

This  went  againfl  the  hair,  but  NecefTity  hath  no 
Law,  and  therefore  down  he  paid  the  money,  and  came 
home  heartily  vexed,  not  fo  much  for  the  money  he 
had  paid,  as  for  the  difgrace  he  received ;  for  he  was 
now  become  the  Town-talk:  But  however,  fmce  he 
could  not  help  the  difgrace,  he  was  forced  to  be  con- 
tented with  that ;  but  for  his  lofs,  he  foon  fetch'd  it 
up  either  in  falfe  meafures.  Over-reckonings,  or  fome 
fuch  praftifes  as  I  have  told  you.  And  befides  thefe 
extraordinary  gains  he  made  by  Drink,  he  had  his 
ways  to  cheat  in  Vi6luals,  he  would  reckon  for  a  Difh 
of  anchoves  that  ftood  him  in  ten  pence,  or  a  fliilling, 
two  ihillings  or  half  a  Crown  at  the  leaft;  and  carry 
them  in  a  largcDifli  an  inch  afundcrfromoneanotber. 
Whcfiphalia  Ham  of  Bacon  he  would  cut  fo  thin,  and 
make  fuch  a  large  fliow  of  a  little  meat,  that  he  would 
reckon  two  fliillings  for  that  which  ftood  him  in  two 
groats ;  nay,  and  fome  times  be  paid  fix  pence  for  foul- 
ing of  Linnen  to  it.  A  Ncats-tongue  of  two  fliillings, 
he  would  reckon  four  fliillings,  or  four  fliillings  fix 
pence  for  it,  nay  though  they  were  cheated  of  part  of 
it,  as  I  remember  he  was  caught  in  the  manner  about 
one.  A  Neat's-tongue  being  call'd  for,  and  carried  in 
to  the  Guefls,  but  firft  (as  the  manner  is)  it  was  flit 
down  quite  through  the  middle,  and  not  barely  fo, 
butniinelloflefsherfelf  had  gelded  it,  and  cutoff  from 
each  fide  a  fine  largefiice,  which  flic  intendedfor  fome 
other  Gentlemen  in  the  Iloufe,  to  draw  down  th'othcr 
Bottle  of  wine.  This  Neats-tongue  being  carried  to  the 
Guefts,  one  of  them  coni[)lainecl  of  the  cutting  it,  fay- 
ing, he  had  rather  have  had  it  whole  ;  for  (faid  he) 
there  is  lefs  lofs  in  cutting  it  in  flices  crofs-ways  than 
this.  Why  (faid  anotlier)  you  may  do  fo  flill, 
and   thereupon  he  took  the  Tongue  and  clapt   it 
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together  again,  but  it  would  not  come  clofe  by- 
above  half  an  inch ;  and  they  difcovered  the  place, 
where  it  had  been  pared,  to  look  wide  like  a  mouth  : 
they  perceiving  the  cheat,  were  refolv'd  to  try  a  little 
farther  experiment,  and  therefore  called  in  for  mine 
Hoft,  who  with  a  Sit  y on  merry  Gentlemen  came  in  : 
Landlord  (faid  one)  I  pray  what  do  you  reckon  for 
this  Neats-Tongue?  Not  above  four  (hillings,  or  four 
fhillings  fixpence,  faid  he:  I  but  that  is  too  much  re- 
ply'd  the  man,  this  is  but  a  little  one,  and  I  think  not 
a  whole  one.  How!  reply'd  mine  Hofl,  not  a  whole 
one!  that  were  a  good  jefl  indeed;  I  fay  tis  a  whole 
one,  and  a  large  one  too.  I'le  wager  a  quart  of  Sack 
(faid  the  Gentleman)  that  you  are  miftaken;  Done, 
faid  mine  Hofb:  whereupon  the  Neats-Tongue  was 
clapt  together,  and  mine  Hoft  quickly  faw that  he  had 
loft ;  he  began  to  flounce  and  flufter,  faying,  that  fome 
of  the  company  had  done  it;  but  leaving  the  Room, 
and  going  to  his  wife  in  theKitchin,hefoon  found  that 
he  had  loft  indeed :  the  company  being  good  guefls  to 
the  houfe  he  was  unwilling  to  difpleafe  them ;  where- 
fore he  drew  a  quart  of  wine,  went  in  and  acknow- 
ledged his  error,  and  paid  for  it,  excufmg  the  matter  as 
well  as  he  could,  and  they  took  all  in  good  part.  Thus 
was  he  fomctimes  caught,  and  paid  for  it;  butnotonce 
in  twenty  times  but  he  caught  his  guefts,  and  made 
them  pay  for  it.  They  would  not  only  cheat  their 
guefts,  but  their  own  fervants  bellies ;  for  except  they 
had  good  trading,  that  the  Servants  might  feed  on  the 
reverfione  of  their  guefls  dinners,  they  were  like  to  go 
without,  or  at  leaft  have'a  poor  one :  llie  was  very  nig- 
gardly, and  when  they  had  fait  fifli,  which  was  com- 
monly once  a  week,  flie  would  allow  them  neither 
Oyl  nor  Butter,  but  only  Muftard,  but  flie  was  bro- 
ken of  that  cuftom  in  this  manner;  after  they  had  one 
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day  din'd  with  fifh,  dreft  as  I  tell  you,  down  flairs 
went  one  fervant,  then  another,  and  fo  one  after  ano- 
ther they  all  dropt  away  and  went  into  the  Cellar  ; 
where  when  they  were  come,  the  Drawer  faid,  now 
to  our  old  Cuftom,  that  is,  fince  we  have  had  no  oyl 
nor  butter,  to  our  fifh,  we  will  foak  it  in  fack,  my 
friends,  and  that  of  the  beft,  every  one  his  half  pint, 
and  fo  away  to  our  bufinefs  :  mine  Hoft  having  fome 
bufinefs  with  fome  of  the  fervants,  and  finding  them 
all  miffing,  went  to  the  Cellar  door,  and  there  he  not 
only  heard  this  propofition  made  by  the  Drawer,  but 
faw  it  alfo  confirmed  and  executed ;  whereupon  he 
went  to  his  wife,  and  commanded  her  for  the  future 
to  allow  his  fervants  not  oncly  oyl  with  their  muftard 
to  their  fait  fifli,  but  butter  and  eggs  too  if  they  would 
have  it,  and  fo  they  had  for  the  future.  I  have  known 
mine  Hoft  fell  and  take  money  for  one  Joynt  of  meat 
twice,  in  this  manner  :  when  a  Feaft  hath  been  above 
flairs,  Joynts  of  Meat,  and  Fowlcs  that  have  hardly 
been  touched,  have  been  brought  down  and  fold  to 
gucfts  below,  as  frcfli  brought  from  the  fire,  at  a  very 
good  rate :  indeed  no  opportunity  hath  been  omitted, 
to  gain  money.  There  was  a  pretty  paffage  hapned 
about  a  couple  of  gucfls,  that  upon  occafion  lay  there 
two  or  three  nights  together  ;  thus  it  was  :  two  men 
came  one  night  to  lodge,  and  being  not  well  in  health, 
it  having  been  cold  and  rainy,  they  defired  a  good 
fire  in  their  Chamber,  which  they  had  without  any 
fuppcr,  or  any  drink,  but  a  quart  of  burnt  wine,  and  fo 
they wcntto  bed  :  thenextday  proving  coldar.d  rainy 
and  their  bufinefs  not  being  very  urgent,  tlicy  conti- 
nued there,  and  kept  tiieir  Chamber,  with  little  vi6lu- 
als,  and  as  little  drink  ;  but  however  they  kept  a  good 
fire,  and  mine  Hoft  feeing  they  had  little  elfe  but  fire- 
ing,  was  refolved  he  would  get  fufficiently  by  that, 
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and  therefore  the  next  morning  when  they  call'd  to 
know  what  was  to  pay,  he  reckoned  them  ten  fhillings 
for  fireing  for  two  nights  and  one  day  :  this  demand 
they  thought  was  very  unreafonable,  but,  they  knew 
that  they  could  not  help  themfelves,  for  he  would 
have  what  he  demanded ;  and  befides,  to  fay  truth,  fi- 
ring was  very  fcarce  and  dear  in  that  Country :  the  two 
Travellers  paid  their  Ihot,  and  intended  to  leave  the 
houfe,but  the  weather  proved  fo  cold  and  ftormy,they 
could  not ;  wherefore  they  were  forced  to  flay  ;  but 
they  refolved  withall  to  be  better  Husbands  of  their 
fireing  than  they  had  been,  but  could  not  tell  how, 
till  in  the  end  looking  about  the  houfe  they  faw  a 
great  old  fafhion'd  Bed-ftead,  that  lay  ulelefs  in  a 
Hole  :  they  not  telling  for  what  ufe,  asked  my  Land- 
lord the  price  of  it,  who  not  dreaming  of  their  pur- 
pofe,  in  few  words  fold  it  to  them  for  five  fliillings  ; 
when  they  had  bought  it,  they  hired  a  fellow  for  one 
fhilling  to  cutit  inpieces  fit  forfireing;  and  now  being 
furnifhed  with  fewel,  they  refolved  to  keep  a  good 
fire  which  they  did,  and  calling  for  mine  Hoft,  and  a 
quart  of  wine,  bad  him  welcome  to  their  good  Hus- 
bandry ;  for  the  wood  they  had  bought  of  the  bed- 
flead  was  as  much  agen  as  they  had  paid  ten  fliillings 
for,  wherefore  they  made  a  good  fire,  and  fung  old 
rofe  in  the  gun-room.  Mine  Hoft  being  thus  beaten 
at  his  own  weapons,  and  his  own  Goods  by  himfelf 
fold  to  his  lofs,  was  fomewhat  netled,  and  difcovered 
his  anger  to  his  fervants.  Mafter  (faid  the  unhappy 
boy)  if  you  pleafe  Tie  be  revenged  of  them  :  do  if  you 
can  (faid  the  Mafter)  not  doing  mifchief  The  boy 
having  a  commiffion,  was  not  long  e're  he  put  it  in  ex- 
ecution ;  for  joyning  another  Servant  in  confederacy 
with  him,  they  went  that  evening  to  wait  on  the  two 
guefts,  when  among  other  matters  they  talked  of  fpi- 


Part  3.  other  Extravagants.  125 

rits  and  apparitions ;  quoth  the  boy,  we  are  often 
troubled  with  them  here,  and  efpecially  in  this  Cham- 
ber :  I  am  forry  for  that  (faid  one  of  our  Travellers) 
for  I  am  very  fearful  of  any  fuch  things  :  and  thus  the 
boy  poffcd  them  with  fear  of  that  which  he  intended 
and  executed ;  for  about  midnightheand  his  confede- 
rate took  a  Calf  out  of  the  Cow-houfe,  and  tying  his 
four  legs  together,  but  fo  as  he  might  not  only  ftand, 
butgoa  little;  theyput  him  into  our  Travellers  cham- 
ber, and  there  waited  the  event  ;  it  was  not  long  e're 
the  Calf  began  to  pace  it  about  the  Room,  making  an 
unufual  noifc  ;  and  in  this  manner  he  continued  flam- 
ing till  both  our  Travellers  were  awake,  who  hearing 
the  noifc,  were  poffeffed  with  fear  and  aftonifliment, 
fuppofing  it  to  be  a  fpirit  that  was  told  them  of: 
thereupon  they  flirunk  clofe  into  the  bed  for  fear  ;  the 
noife  continuing,  and  no  harm  or  danger  coming  to 
them,  at  length  one  of  them  confcnted  to  rife  and  light 
a  candle  to  fee  what  was  the  matter  ;  a  candle  was 
found,  and  fome  remains  of  fire  being  ftill  in  the  chim- 
ney, thither  he  went:  and  (looping  down  fell  a  blowing 
with  his  mouth  to  light  the  candle,  the  Calf  feeing  a 
light,  went  thitherwards,  and  cfp)'ing  fomewhat  that 
was  pendulous  between  the  Travellers  Legs,  and  ta- 
king it  to  be  his  Mother  Cows  Teat,  thruft  his  chaps 
thitherwards,  and  feizing  it  in  his  mouth,  fell  full  lulti- 
ly  to  fucking,  the  Traveller  perceiving  himfelf  caught 
by  the  Members, and  not  knowing  by  what,  and  being 
in  fear  of  lofingthem,  fell  a  roaring  very  loud,  to  the 
great  forrow  and  grief  of  his  bed-fellow,  and  as  great 
joy  of  our  unhapp}'  13oy  and  his  Confederate. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

Six  Country  Blades  Jlcal  a  Goofe  and  tivo  Hens  ;  \by 
the  contrivance  of  twoof  tJieni  a7id  tJic  Hojl;  the  other 
fonr  pay  foundly  for  them,  andlangh  at  tJieir  Compa- 
nions. A  Traveller  by  a  viiflake  lies  with  another 
mans  Wife.  A  ?ioife  of  Fidlers  are  forced  to  pay  for 
tJieir  fawcinefs. 

THe  poor  Traveller,  who  was  thus  ufed  by  the 
Calf,  ftill  continued  his  roaring  out,  and  the  Calf 
being  hungry,  did  fuck  very  hard,  but  to  no  purpofe, 
our  young  Crack-rope  and  his  Companion  ftill  lifle- 
ning and  laughing:  but  in  fine,  the  noife  continuing, 
and  they  doubting  that  there  was  more  than  fport, 
they  entered  the  Chamber,  where  they  faw  the  Calf 
clofe  to  the  Traveller,  but  could  not  tell  what  he  did 
there ;  but  the  Traveller  ftill  making  a  noife,  they 
came  near,  and  perceiving  the  Calfs  miftake  ;  they 
thruft  fomewhat  into  his  mouth,  and  thereby  difm- 
gaged  him  from  the  Travellers  Bawble  :  He  ftill  lay 
on  the  Ground  whilft  they  carried  the  Calf  out  of  the 
Chamber,  foon  returning  with  a  lighted  Candle  to  fee 
what  was  the  matter  :  the  Traveller  was  by  that  time 
fomewhat  come  to  himfelf,  and  feeling  that  he  had 
loft  nothing,  was  indifferently  fatisficd  :  they  being 
now  entered  the  Chamber,  afked  what  was  the  mat- 
ter ?  and  wherefore  he  made  fo  much  noife  ?  he  now 
looking  about  the  Chamber,  and  feeing  nothing  but 
People  with  a  light,  whom  he  knew,  could  not  well 
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tell  what  anfwer  to  give,  only  he  told  them,  that  the 
Devil,  or  fome  wicked  Spirit  had  been  there,  and  he 
had  like  to  have  been  mifchiev'd  byhim,  but  that  now 
he  found  himfelf  well  again :  his  Fellow-Traveller 
likewifc  faid  that  there  had  been  fome  walking  in  the 
Chamber,  but  what  it  was,  and  wherefore  his  Com- 
panion roared  out,  he  knew  not :  in  fine,  they  who 
had  done  the  mifchicf  were  thanked  for  their  readi- 
nefs  to  come  and  affifl;  them  ;  and  fo  with  fome  per- 
fwations  our  Traveller  went  to  bed  again,  where  he 
lay  till  the  next  morning,  although  he  flcpt  not,  fo 
great  was  his  fear  of  the  foul  Fiend  ;  but  fo  foon  as 
morningcame  they  both  arofe,and  though  the  weath- 
er ftill  continued  cold  and  rainy,  yet  they  could  not 
be  pcrfwaded  to  ftay  any  longer  in  our  Inn,  but  pay- 
ing their  reckoning  left  it,  and  half  their  wood  behind 
them  ;  fo  that  mine  Hoft  was  now  no  loofer  by  this 
bargain,  it  being  ready  cleft  to  fell  to  the  next  cold 
Gueft  that  fhould  arrive  there. 

The  laft  paffagc  hapned  in  the  Winter  time,  a  little 
before  Chrijhnas,  which  foon  after  coming,  wc  had 
two  or  three  notable  Accidents  that  befcl  in  our  Inn  ; 
the  firft  was  this:  half  a  dozen  of  young  Country 
Blades  had  been  abroad  a  Fowling,  or  a  Fooling  ra- 
ther, and  among  other  purchafe  that  they  had,  they 
coming  near  a  Farm-houfe  where  there  was  ftore  of 
Poultry,  at  two  (hots  which  they  made,  they  kill'd 
two  Hens  and  a  Goofe  :  this  with  the  reft  of  their 
Game  they  brought  to  our  houfe  to  be  dreffed  againfl 
the  next  day  for  tlinner  :  they  drank  fome  bottles  of 
wine  when  they  brought  tliem,  and  being  merry  (faid 
one)  we  will  to  morrow  drink  a  health  to  the  owner 
of  the  Hens  and  Geefe  :  well,  that  we  will  (faid  a- 
nothcr,)  but  I  would  not  for  forty  fliillings  that  he 
Oiould  know  of  it,   for  if  he  did,  I  doubt  he  would 
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make  us  pay  fawce :  and  truly  I  am  yet  fomewhat 
fearful  that  we  fhall  be  difcovered :  fo  am  I,  faid  ano- 
ther, and  fo  a  third  ;  well,  if  we  be  found  out  we  can 
pay  for  them,  and  my  fhare  fhall  be  ready.  This  was 
their  difcourfe,  and  fo  for  that  time  they  parted  ;  but 
it  was  not  long  ere  two  of  the  Company  returned,  and 
calling  for  a  bottle  of  wine  fell  heartily  a  laughing  ; 
and  (fayes  the  one  to  the  other)  I  am  refolved  it  fhall 
be  fo,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  mine  Hoft  we  may 
carry  the  matter  very  clofely  ;  and  thereupon  mine 
Hoft  was  call'd  for:  he  being  come,  they  told  him  that 
they  muft  have  his  affiftance  in  adefign,  which  hepro- 
mifed  fliould  not  be  wanting,  and  thereupon  one  of 
them  thus  began :  mine  Hoft,  we  have  this  day,  asyou 
know,  been  a  Fowling,  and  part  of  what  we  brought 
in  we  plunder'd  for,  or  in  plain  Englifh,  ftole  ;  now 
fome  of  our  Company  are  very  confcious  of  their  guilt 
and  are  not  only  penitent,  but  fearful ;  now  it  is  our 
defign  to  increafe  their  fear,  and  get  fome  money  out 
of  them  to  makeus  merry;  and  thus  wehave  contrived 
it:  to  morrow  when  we  are  towards  the  latter  end  of 
our  dinner,  I  would  have  you  to  tell  us,  that  there  is  a 
Country  fellow,  who  enquires  for  fuch  perfons  as  we 
are,  and  likewife  that  he  was  here  as  this  day  to  en- 
quire of  us,  and  that  he  talks  of  a  warrant  that  he 
hath  againft  us  about  fome  Poultry  his  Maftcr  loft,  and 
that  he  fufpe6led  us  to  be  guilty;  and  withal  you  may 
add,  that  he  is  refolved  to  havethe  Lawagainftus,  and 
that  you  have  had  much  adoe  to  perfwade  him  to  be 
patient  till  we  had  din'd.  Mine  Hoft  having  heard  the 
inftruclions,  was  no  Fool,  but  foon  underftood  them, 
and  procur'd  a  Country  Fellow  to  manage  the  bufinefs 
fo  well,  that  they  fliould  be  all  ftartled,  only  (faid  he) 
you  ftiall  allow  him  half  a  Crown  for  his  labor,  and 
the  reft  that  he  guts  of  you  (for  I  know  you  intend  a 
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Compofition)  fhall  be  juftly  return'd  you.  Thus  was 
this  Affair  agreed  on,  and  accordingly  the  next  day 
managed  :  for  the  Guefts  alfo  came  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed, and  merrily  drank  about  till  Dinner  was 
brought  in  ;  which  being  come  they  fell  to  eating,  and 
the  Goofe  being  well  nigh  eaten,  a  Glafs  of  Wine  was 
call'd  for  to  drink  a  Health  to  the  Owner,  and  mine 
Hoft  himfelf  was  then  call'd  for  up  to  make  one  in  the 
Frolick  :  he  being  come,  and  feeing  whereabouts  Cau- 
fes  went,  thought  it  now  a  fit  time  to  begin,  and  there- 
fore he  thus  befpeaks  the  Company:  Gentlemen,  I  un- 
derftand  your  Health,  and  fliall  willingly  drink  it,  but 
if  I  be  not  miftaken,  you  will  have  but  little  caufe  to  be 
fo  merry  on  this  occafion  :  why  ?  what's  the  matter, 
fays  one  ?  what's  the  matter,  faid  another  ?  I'le  tell 
you  prefently.rcply'd  mine  Hoft,  but  firft  let  us  drink ; 
whereupon  up  went  his  Glafs,  and  down  Gutter-lane 
went  the  Wine,  and  mine  Hoft  being  grave  in  his 
Countenance,  and  flow  in  his  Speech,  they  all,  as 
amazed,  flar  d  either  on  him  or  one  another, wondring 
what  fliouldbethemcaningof  mincHofl'sSpeech:  At 
length  he  fpakc,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  bufincfs, 
juft  as  he  and  two  of  the  Company  had  agreed  on; 
then  having  done,  added  farther, That  he  had  endeav- 
oured to  underfeel  the  Fellow  that  was  below,  but  he 
found  him  verj^obftinate.and  doubted  very  much  that 
he  woad  make  no  end  but  what  theLawfliould :  I  low! 
(faid  one)  is  your  fooling  come  to  this  !   Oh   Lord  ! 
(faid  another)  we  have  brought  our  Hogs  to  a  fair 
Tvlarket  :  Well  (faid  a  third)  but  what  muft  we  do  in 
this  cafe?  Trul)-  (laid  mine   Hoft)   if  I   may  advife 
you,  I  would  have  one  of  )'ou  go  down  to  treat  w  ith 
the  I'ellow,  and  fee  what  compofiticm  )-ou  can  draw 
him  to  :  This  was  in  the  end  thought  to  be  the  bell 
wa)',  and  thereupon  one  wt'nt  down  with  mine  lloft  ; 
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fo  foon  as  the  Country-man  law  him  (being  well  in- 
ftrucled  in  every  thing)  he  cries  out,  nay,  I  am  fure  I 
am  in  the  right,  for  though  the  man  hath  changed  his 
Clothes,  yet  that  won't  ferve  his  turn  :  I  know  you 
well  Sir,  faid  he,  by  your  hair  and  beard  :  What  do 
you  know  replyed  the  gueft  ?  why  I  know,  faid  the 
Country-man  that  you  are  one  of  the  fix  that  ftolemy 
Mafters  two  Hens  and  Goofe  ;  I  faw  you  well  enough 
when  you  did  it,  and  know  you  all  well  enough  when 
I  fee  you  again  ;  I  follow'd  you  hither  yeflerday,  &  fee 
you  hous'd,and  able  to  fwear  before  Mr.  Juftice  that 
you  are  the  perfons;  and  myMafter  is  refolvedtopro- 
fecute  you,  for  he  hath  loft  as  much  Poultry  this  win- 
ter as  is  worth  five  pound,  and  now  we  have  found  you 
you  fliall  pay  for  all.  How !  (faid  the  Gueft)  furely 
you  do  not  mean  as  you  fay  ;  one  body  may  be  like 
another,  and  you  maybe  miftaken  ;  and  befides,  if  it 
were  fo,  that  we  were  the  Parties,  you  mean  yet  a 
great  deal  lefs  than  five  Pound,  which  I  hope  will  ferve 
the  turn  for  two  hens  and  a  goofe,  which  you  fay  is  all 
you  loft.  I  (faid  the  fellow)  that  is  all  indeed  that  we 
loft  yefterday,  but  I  tell  you  five  pound  will  not  pay 
for  all  my  Mafter  hath  lofl  within  this  moneth,  and  my 
Mafterand  I  bothbelieve  you  had  them  all,  or  elfe  you 
would  not  fo  readily  have  found  the  way  into  our 
yard ;  and  therefore  I  fay,  and  fomy  AIaftcrfayes,that 
you  fliall  pay  for  them.  Nay  friend,  (faid  mine  Hoft) 
I  pray  let  me  perfwade  you  to  be  more  reafonable  in 
your  demands;  reafon  me  no  reafons, (faid  the  fellow) 
it  was  unreafonable  for  them  to  come  and  rob  my 
Mafter,  and  therefore  I  will  not  be  reafonable  ;  I  am 
fure  I  fhall  lofe  my  fliare  of  Goofe  and  other  Poultry 
this  CJiriJimas,  that  I  fliould  have  had,  had  not  we 
been  robb'd.  Nay  but  come,  (faid  mine  Hoft)  let  me 
take  up  this  matter  :  I  fay  you  fliall  not,  (rcply'd  the 
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Fellow)  the  Jufbice  fhall  know  the  matter,  and  no  bo- 
dy elfe  ;  but  if  they  be  your  friends,  if  you  will  make 
an  end,  and  pay  me  the  money,  I'le  be  rul'd  by  you. 
Whereupon  mine  Hoft  took  the  Fellow  by  the  Arm, 
and  leading  him  into  a  drinking  room,  faid,  come  let 
you  and  I  talk  a  little  further  of  this  matter,  and  in 
the  mean  time,  faid  he  to  the  Gueft,  go  you   up  to 
your  Friends  and  confer  with  them  about  it.    How, 
faid  the  fellow,  you  mean  to  lead  me  out  of  the  way 
while  they  get  away  from  me.  No,  replyed  mine  Hoft, 
rie  pafs  my  word  for  their  appearance.  Nay,thatmat- 
ters  not  much,  quoth  the  fellow  ;  for  I  have  fuch  a 
Warrant  in  my  pocket,  as  will  fetch  them  again  in  the 
Devils  name.  Havingthus  faid,  heand  mine  Hoft  went 
to  drink  a  pot  of  Ale  together,  and  laugh  awhile  ;  in 
themean  time  ourGueft  went  up  to  his  companions  to 
relate  how  things  were  like  to  go  with  the  fellow,  but 
he  needed  not  tell  them,  for  they  being  all  concern'd, 
had  liftned  at  the  ftairs  head  to  what  the  Fellow  had 
faid,  and  therefore  knowing  in  what  cafe  they  were, 
they  all  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  fellows  fatisfaflion, 
but  they  thinking  five  pounds  were  too  much,grumb- 
ledat  thedemand,but  wasrcfolved  to  give  that  rather 
than  fail,  and  have  further  trouble.    One  of  the  two 
confederates  feeing  how  matters  went,  and  though  he 
was  willing  to  put  a  trick  upon  his  companions,  yet 
thought  five  pounds  was  toogreat  afum  to  get  by  wag- 
gery, he  therefore  made  a  propofal  that  he  would  go 
down  tothcfellowand  mine  Hoft  andtreat  withthem, 
andhe  would  warrantto  get  thebufinefs  of  for  a  great 
deal   lefs  :  They  were  foon  content  with  the  proj)0- 
fition,  whereupon    down    he  went,  and  after  fonio 
time  fpent  with  mine  Hoft'  and  the  Country  mnn, 
he    returned,    faying.    Come,  come    Friends,  draw 
your  moneys,  for  1  ha\'e  ended   the  Controverrie, 
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and  I  hope  to  your  content ;  we  muft  be  Noble-men, 
a  Noble  a  piece,  in  all  Forty  fhillings  is  the  fum  agreed 
upon  to  compound  this  brabling  Bufmefs,  and  herein 
we  are  much  engaged  to  mine  Hoft  for  his  civility, 
who  hath  much  perfwaded  the  fellow,  and  indeed  the 
fellow  by  his  perfwafions  is  brought  to  be  fo  civil,  that 
I  have  promis'd  him  Half  a  Crown  for  himfelf  All 
the  Company  were  all  well  contented  with  this  Com- 
pofition,  and  thereupon  readily  laid  down  their  money, 
which  one  of  our  Confederates  pretended  to  carry 
down  to  the  fellow,  but  he  put  it  up  in  his  own  pocket, 
onely  giving  him  the  Half  Crownhehad  promifed,  and 
ordering  half  a  dozen  of  Beer  more  for  managing  the 
Affair  fo  handfomly.  And  thus  was  this  Adventure 
ended,and  in  fhorttimethe  Company  feparated,butthe 
two  Confederates  foon  came  back  again,  and  fhared 
flakes  of  the  moneys,  and  there  they  laughed  at  the 
eafmefs  and  credulity  of  their  Companions,  and  mine 
Hoft  was  as  merry  as  they,  and  had  as  much  caufe,for 
if  the  Proverb  be  true.  Let  tJicni  laugh  that  iviji,  he 
was  fure  to  win  moft,  and  therefore  might  well  laugh ; 
for  he  made  them  pay  fawcily  for  the  Sawces  to  their 
Goofe,  and  in  the  confufion  they  were  then  in,  it  was 
no  hard  matter  to  mif-reckon  them  feveral  bottles  of 
Wine,  and  the  two  Confederates  who  onely  managed 
this  Affair  to  make  fportandnot  for  gain,  delivered  all 
their  profits,  which  was  26  s.  8  d.  into  mine  Hofts 
hands  to  be  fpent  two  or  three  days  after,  when  they 
were  to  bring  more  company  to  laugh  at  this  Adven- 
ture, and  I  remember  they  then  came,  and  mineHoft 
knowing  they  came  cafily  by  their  moneys,  was  refol- 
vedtoput  in  for  a  fliare  of  it,  and  fo  he  did,  and  had  it; 
for  they  had  but  three  Diflies  of  Fifli,  but  he  again 
made  them  pay  for  their  Sawce,  reckoning  fourteen 
fliillingsforthatanddreffingit,although  the  Fifli  it  felf 
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did  coft  but  half  fo  much ;  thefe  were  his  Tricks. 

But  there  was  about  that  time  fuch  a  trick  plaid  by 
a  miftake,  as  I  have  feldom  heard  of :  Several  Com- 
panies were  in  thehoufeand  lodged  there,  and  itbeing 
long  nights,  much  of  that  tedious  time  was  fpent  in 
Gaming,  and  higgedly  piggcdly  one  with  another,  all 
Companies  mixt  in  that  pafbimc;  but  it  growing  late, 
thofe  that  were  weary  and  flecpy  dropt  away  to  bed  : 
Among  the  reft,  one  man  who  had  a  very  handfome 
woman  to  his  Wife  went  to  bed,  and  his  Lodging  was 
in  a  Chamber  where  there  was  another  Bed ;  the  man 
being  in  Bed,  laid  his  wearing  Clothes,  viz..  Doublet, 
Breeches  and  Cloak  upon  him,  and  putting  out  the 
candlewcntto  fleep  ;  in  fliort  timcaftcr, another  fingle 
man  who  was  to  lodge  in  the  Bed  in  the  fame  Chamber 
went  up,  and  walking  about,  a  conceit  came  into  his 
head, that  it  was  probable  he  might  have  a  Shee-bed- 
fellow,  and  in  order  thereto  he  thus  carried  his  on  Dc- 
fign:  He  put  off  his  own  Clothes,  and  laid  them  very 
orderlyonthe  Bed  where  the  man  was  afleep,  firft  tak- 
ing off  thofe  of  his  Chamber-fellows,  and  when  he  had 
done,  he  very  fairly  fprcad  them  on  the  Bed  he  was  to 
lye  in ;  having  done  this,  he  went  to  bed  and  put  out 
his  Candle,  expecting  the  event,  which  happened  to 
be  fo  as  he  hoped  and  expefted  ;  for  not  long  after 
up  came  the  woman,  intending  to  go  to  bed  to  her 
Husband,  undreft  hcrfelf,and  feeing  and  well  enough 
knowing  her  Husbands  clothes,  believingthatto  be  a 
fufficient  fign  of  her  Husbands  being  there,  not  look- 
ing on  the  face  which  was  purpofely  hid,  (he  put  out 
her  Candle  &  went  to  Bed  to  the  wrong  man,  who  al- 
thougli  he  pretended  then  to  be  afleep.  yet  he  did  her 
right  before  morning;  for  (he  (lill  fuppofing  it  was  her 
husband.gave  him  free  libert}' to  do  what  he  would.  Her 
bed-fellow,  though  he  had  taken  much  pains  and  was 
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weary,  yet  towards  morning  confidering  that  if  this 
matter  were  difcovered,  he  might  have  fower  Sauce 
to  his  fweetMeat,  ftudied  and  contrived  how  to  come 
off  as  well  as  he  had  come  on,  and  therefore  turning 
to  his  Bed-fellow  and  kiffmg  her,  &c  as  a  Farewel,  he 
pretended  to  rife  and  make  water,  went  out  of  the 
Bed ;  he  foon  found  the  way  to  his  Chamber-fellows 
Beds  fide,  and  there  took  off  his  clothes,  dreff'd  him- 
felf  and  departed.  The  woman  miffmg  her  Bed-fel- 
low, which  fhe  thought  had  been  her  Husband,  much 
wondred  what  was  become  of  him,  and  lay  and  ftudied 
in  great  confufion,  fhe  knew  not  what  to  do  or  fay, 
and  fhe  began  to  diflruft  that  flie  had  a  wrong  Bed- 
fellow, efpecially  when  fhe  confider'd  withherfelf  that 
her  Husband  was  not  wont  to  be  fo  kinde  :  when  fiie 
was  partly  fenfible  of  the  miftake,  fhe  could  not  tell 
how  to  think  of  a  remedy;  if  fhe  fliould  arife  and  go 
into  the  other  Bed,  fhe  might  chance  to  be  miflaken 
again,  and  therefore  in  this  confufion  flie  knew  not 
what  to  do :  whileft  fhe  was  in  thefe  thoughts  a  maid 
with aCandle appeared, who paffingthrough the  Room 
gave  her  clear  fightthather  Husband  was  in  the  other 
Bed,  fhe  therefore  refolvednowtorife,takeher  Clothes, 
and  go  to  Bed  to  her  Husband ;  but  he  who  had  flept 
hard  all  night  was  now  awaked  with  the  noife  of  the 
maid  paffmg  through  tlie  Chamber,  and  therefore  he 
leaps  out  of  the  Bed  and  felt  for  a  Chamber-pot,  at  the 
length  he  found  one,  having  ufcd  it,  and  going  to  return 
to  Bed  where  he  had  layen,  his  wife  then  took  the  op- 
portunity to  call  to  him, faying.  Sweet-heart,  whither 
go  you  ?  you  miftake  your  Bed :  No  fure,  faid  the  man, 
where  are  you?  Here,  fhe  faid;  he  hearing  her  voice 
foon  found  out  where  flie  was, but  could  not  prcfently 
be  pcrfwaded  that  he  had  layen  there  all  night,  you  fliall 
fee  that  by  and  by,  replyed  (lie, when  you  can  fee  your 
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clothes  on  this  Bed :  if  it  be  fo,  then  you  are  in  the  right 
faid  he,  and  that  he  agreed  to  foon  after  day  Hght  ap- 
peared and  he  feeing  his  clothes  on  the  Bed,  was  fatis- 
fied :  and  thus  was  his  bufinefs  done,  and  he  not  knew 
it,  and  the  woman  in  the  morningenquiringforthe  man 
who  had  been  her  Chamber-fellow,  could  not  finde 
him ;  fhe  was  earncft  in  her  inquiry  after  him,  and  this 
raifedfome  jealoufie  in  me,  but  I  was  foon  after refolv- 
ed  of  all  by  the  man  himfclf,  who  came  again  to  our 
houfe  and  told  me.  This  was  a  fine  Chriflmas  Frolick, 
I  will  adde  one  more,  and  fo  have  done  with  them. 

The  Fidlcrs  of  our  Town  haveing  had  good  trading 
this  Chrijluias  were  grown  proud  and  furly,  and  had 
abufed  fome  Gentlemen,  who  told  mine  Hoft  of  it;  he 
who  was  good  at  inventing  mifchief,  foon  contrived 
a  way  to  be  revenged  of  them,  and  in  order  thereunto, 
the  next  day  a  confiderable  Dinner  was  befpokc,  and 
the  Fidlcrs  were  fent  for  to  attend  and  play  to  them, 
which theydid  all  Dinner.  The  Gentlemen  having  di- 
ned, the  Fidlers  had  the  Remains  for  their  Dinner,  and 
then  again  they  fell  a  tuning  their  inftruments  and 
played  luftily,  whilcft  the  Guefts  drank  of  their  Cups 
as  roundly;  at  length  they  fell  to  Dancing,and  many 
Countrcy  Dances  they  had,  fpending  the  day  in  all 
mannerof  Joval  and  Si)rightly  Recreations ;  the  night 
being  come,  and  tliercfore  a  fit  time  to  put  their  plot 
in  execution, theyagain Dancedfeveral RamblingDan- 
ccs.and  anonthey  all  defired  and  agrecdto  Dance  the 
Cufbion-dancc,  which  they  did,  and  in  their  humours 
rambled  from  one  Room  to  another  all  over  the  houfe, 
this  muhck  pacing  it  afore  them,  and  now  one  dropt 
away,  and  anon  another,  till  in  the  end  all  the  Guefts 
wcregonc, and  none  were  left  but  the  Fidlcrs,  wliollill 
plaid  on  expc6ling  their  Conipan}-.  Mine  Holl feeing 
it  was  now  time  came  into  them,  and  caufing  them  to 
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ceafe  their  playing,  asked  where  are  the  two  guefls  ? 
they  reply'd  they  knew  not :  no,  faid  he,  if  you  do 
not  finde  them,  you  are  hke  to  fuffer  ;  for  if  you  have 
played  away  my  Guefts,  you  fhall  pay  their  reckon- 
ing: he  was  fo  peremptory  in  his  demands,  that  it 
was  to  no  purpofe  to  contradi6l  it ;  and  the  reckon- 
ing amounting  to  three  pounds,  he  made  the  five 
Fidlers  pay  ten  fhillings  a  man,  and  told  them  he 
was  a  loofer  in  abaiting  them  ten  fhillings  of  his 
reckoning  ;  they  were  forced  and  could  not  help  it, 
and  therefore  paid  down  their  duft,  and  they  who 
had  not  money  enough  were  fain  to  leave  their 
Fidles,  and  go  home  without,  and  end  CJiriJlmas  to 
the  Tune  of  LacJiryincB. 


CHAP.     II. 

Mris.  Dorothy  difcoiirfcs  of  mine  Hojls  misforttaies, 
AsfirJlJww  he  zuas  cheated  of  a  Silver  Bowl.  Se- 
condly, of  a  thirty  pound  reckoning ;  attd  Thirdly, 
was  carried  away  Prifoner,  and  forced  to  pay  Fifty 
ponnd  for  his  Raiifom. 

THus,  continued  Mris.  Dorothy,  was  this  revenge 
managed  by  mine  Hoft,and  the  Guefts  who  had 
the  reckoning  of  thirty  pound  to  pay,  came  the  next 
day  and  paid  it,  and  then  appointed  to  come  the  next 
week  and  fpcnd  the  fifty  fhillings  mine  Hoft  had  got- 
ten from  the  Fidlers,  which  they  did  accordingly;  and 
thus  faid  flie,  did  we  finifh  our  Chrifinias  :  and  now  I 
hope,  friends,  faid  fhe  to  me  and  Mris.vl/crrj',  that  you 
willgiveme  leave  to  finifh  mydifcourfe;  not  fo  long  as 
you  can  think  of  any  more  of  thefe  ftories,  replyed  I, 
and  fo  did  M.  Mary  ;  and  thereupon  we  both  joyned 
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in  our  defires  to  entreat  her  to  proceed.  Well,  re- 
plyed  fhe,if  I  muft,  then  I  willalterthe  Nature  and  Qua- 
lity of  my  difcourfc,  and  as  I  have  told  you  of  mine 
Hofts  good  fortune,  and  wayes  to  get  money,  fo  I 
will  acquaint  you  with  fome  of  his  misfortunes,  and  how 
he  loft  money ;  for  Fortune  was  the  fame  thing  to  him 
as  fhe  hath  been  to  me,  and  I  think  to  all  others  ;  we 
all  have  our  feveral  turns  and  changes,  fometimes  we 
are  on  the  top,  and  anon  on  the  bottom  of  Fortunes 
Wheel ;  and  as  that  is,  fo  is  theWorld,  round  and  roul- 
ing,  and  ftill  in  motion,  and  fo  are  our  Fortunes  vari- 
ous: I  replycd,  I  had  full  experience  of  this  truth,  and 
could  freely  fubfcribe  to  it ;  but,  continued  I,  good 
honcft  Doll,  let  us  be  beholding  to  you  fo  much  as  to 
prevent  your  difcourfe,  and  relate  all  the  other  tranf- 
aclions  that  you  can  remember  befcl  duringyourftay 
in  this  pleafant  place,  for  by  what  you  have  told  us, 
I  muft  needs  term  it  fo.  We,  faid  flie,  fince  you  will 
have  it  fo,  i'lc  endeavour  to  fatisfic  you,  and  then 
flic  thus  began. 

I  have  already  told  you  of  one  of  my  Hofts  mif- 
fortuncs  in  tiic  quart  pot,  and  how  he  was  forced  to 
pay  twenty  fliillings  inftead  of  fatisfa6lion  which  he 
expected ;  it  was  not  long  before  that,  that  he  had 
a  more  fenfible  lofs,  for  one  morning  in  comes  a 
Countr)Mnan  which  calls  for  a  Flaggon  of  Beer,  and 
defires  a  private  Room,  for,  fayes  he,  I  have  company 
a  coming  to  me,  and  we  have  bufincfs.  The  Tapfter 
accordinglyniewshim  a  room,andbringsaFlaggon  of 
]^eer,and  with  it  a  Silver  Cupworth three  pound;  the 
Countr)-man  drank  off  his  beer,  and  call'd  for  another 
Flaggon,  &  withal  for  mine  Hofttobcar  him  company: 
mine  1  loft  feeing  him  alone,  fate  and  talked  with  him 
about  Itate  affairs,  till  they  were  both  weary  &minehoft 
was  ready  to  Icavchim :  well,faid  the  Countryman,!  fee 
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my  Company  will  not  come,  and  therefore  I  will  not 
ftay  no  longer,  neither  did  he;  but  having  drank  up 
his  Beer,  he  call'd  to  pay :  A  groat,  quoth  the  Tapfler; 
there  'tis,  faid  the  Countrey-man,  laying  it  down,  and 
fo he  went  outofthe  Room,theTapl1;erftaidebehinde 
to  bring  away  the  Flaggon  and  Silver  Cup,but  though 
he  found  theFlaggon,yettheCupwasnot  to  be  found, 
wherefore  he  haftily  runs  out  and  cries,  Stop  the  man. 
The  Countrey-man  was  not  in  fuch  hafte,but  that  he 
quickly  ftopt  of  himfelf ;  he  was  not  quite  out  of  the 
doors,and  therefore  hefoon  returned  to  the  Bar,  where 
when  he  was  come,  he  faid,  Well,  what  is  the  matter  ? 
what  would  you  have?  The  Cup,  faid  the Tapfter  that 
I  brought  to  you  ;  I  left  it  in  the  Room,  faid  the 
Country-man:  1  cannot  finde  it,  faid  the  Tapfter  :  and 
at  this  noife  mine  Hoft  appeared,  who  hearing  what 
was  the  matter,  faid,  I  am  fure  the  Cup  was  there  even 
now,  for  I  drank  in  it ;  it  is  there  ftill  for  me,  faid  the 
Countrey-man:  Look  then  further,  faid  mine  Hofb ; 
the  Tapfter  did  fo,  but  neither  high  nor  low  could  he 
finde  this  Cup  ;  well  then,  faid  mine  Hofttothe  Coun- 
trey-man, if  it  begoneyoumufthaveit,orknowofthe 
going  of  it,  and  therefore  you  fliall  pay  for  it :  Not 
I,  faid  the  Countrey-man,  you  fee  I  have  none  of  it : 
I  have  not  been  out  of  yourhoufe,  nor  no  body  hath 
been  with  me,  how  then  can  I  have  it?  you  may  fearch 
me.  Mine  Hoft  caufed  him  to  be  fearched,  but  there 
was  no  Cup  to  be  found,  however  mine  Hoft  was  re- 
folv'd  not  to  lofe  his  Cup  fo,  and  therefore  he  fends 
for  a  Conflable,  and  charges  him  with  the  Countrey- 
man,  and  threatens  him  with  the  Juftice  ;  all  this 
would  not  do,  and  the  Countrey-man  told  him,  That 
tJircatncd  Folks  live  long,  and  if  he  would  go  be- 
fore a  Juftice,  he  was  ready  to  go  with  him. 
Mine  Hoft  was  more    and    more   perplexed,  and 
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feeing  he  could  not  have  his  cup,  nor  nothing  con- 
fels'd,  before  the  Juftice  they  went,  when  they  came 
there  mine  Hoft  made  his  complaint,  and  told  the  fto- 
ry  as  truely  it  was,  and  the  Country-man  made  the 
famcanfwerthere,ashehad  done  before  to  mine  Hoft; 
the  Juftice  was  perplexed,  not  knowing  how  to  do 
juftice,  here  was  a  Cup  loft, and  the  Country-man  did 
not  deny  but  he  had  it,  but  gone  it  was,  and  although 
the  Country-man  was  purfucd  he  did  not  flie,  he  had 
no  body  with  him,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  con- 
veighed  away  by  confederacy,  and  for  his  own  part  he 
had  been,  and  was  again  fearchcd,  but  none  found  a- 
bout  him,  and  he  in  all  refpecls  pleaded  innocency  : 
this,  though  confidercd  and  weighed  in  the  ballance  of 
juftice,  he  could  not  think  that  the  Country-man  had 
it,  and  therefore  to  commit  him  would  be  injuftice;  he 
confidercd  all  he  could,  and  inclined  to  favour  the 
Country-man,  who  was  altogether  a  ftranger,  and  he 
believed  innocent,  efpecially  when  he  confidercd  what 
a  kind  of  Perfon  mine  Hoft  his  accufer  was,  of  whofe 
life  and  converfation  he  had  both  known  and  heard 
enough,  and  caufe  him  to  believe  that  it  might  be 
polViblc  that  all  this  might  be  a  Trick  of  mine  Hofts 
to  cluat  the  Country-man,  and  therefore  he  gave  his 
judgement,  that  he  did  not  believe  by  the  Evidence 
that  was  given,  that  the  Country-man  had  the  Cup, 
and  tiiat  he  would  not  commit  him  unlefs  mine  Hoft 
would  lay,  and  fwear  point  blank  Felony  to  his  charge, 
and  of  thathedefired  mine  Hoft  to  beware.  Mine  Hoft 
feeing  which  way  it  was  like  to  go,  faid  no  more,  but 
that  he  left  it  to  Mr.  Juftice,  who  being  of  this  opinion 
I  toldyouof.difcharged  the  countiy-man,and  advifed 
mine  1  loft  to  let  him  hear  no  more  of  thefe  matters, & 
if  he  coukl  not  fecure  his  plate, vsiknow  what  company 
liedeli\-creditto,thentokecpitup.  MineHoft thanked 
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the  Juftice  for  his  advice,  and  fo  departed,  the  Coun- 
trey-man  going  about  his  bufinefs,  and  he  returning 
home,  beingheartilyvexedathisLofs,  and  thecarriage 
of  the  whole  Affair,  which  was  neither  for  his  profit 
norcredit ;  but  he  was  forced  to  fit  down  with  theLofs, 
being  heartily  vexed  to  think  how  he  fhould  lofe  the 
Cup:  he  threw  awayfome  money  in  going  to  a  Cunn- 
ing-man to  know  what  was  become  of  it,  but  all  they 
could  tell  him  was,that  he  would  hear  of  it  again,  and 
fo  he  did  fhortly  after ;  though  it  was  to  his  further 
coft,  and  to  little  purpofe.  He  had  fome  occafions  at 
our  Country-Town  duringthetime  of  the  Affizes,  and 
there  feeing  the  prifoners  brought  to  their  Trials,  a- 
mong  others  he  efpyed  the  Countrey-man  whom  he 
had  charged  with  the  Silver  Cup,  by  enquiring  what 
what  washis  crime?  was  told  it  was  for  pickinga  Pocket: 
Nay  then, faid  mine  Hoft,Imay  chance  tohear  of  my 
Bowl  again,  and  thereupon  when  the  Tryal  was  over, 
and  the  Prifoners  carried  back  to  the  Goal,  he  went 
and  enquired  for  the  Countrey-man,  to  whofeprefence 
he  was  foon  brought;  Oh  Lord,mafter!  faid  he,  how 
do  you?  who  thought  to  have  feen  you  here  ?  nay  faid 
mine  Hofb,  who  thought  to  have  feen  you  here  ?  I  be- 
lieve you  have  not  met  with  fo  good  friends  in  this 
Countrey  as  you  did  at  our  Town,  of  our  Juflice ;  but 
let  that  pafs,  come  let  us  drink  together,  whereupon 
a  Flaggon  of  Beer  was  call'd  for,  and  fome  Tobacco, 
which  they  very  lovingly  drank  off,  and  fmoak'd  to- 
gether ;  which  done,  faid  mine  Hofb  to  the  Countrey- 
man  ;  I  would  gladly  be  refolved  in  one  point  which 
(I  queftion  not)  but  you  can  do  ;  I  fuppofe  you  mean 
(faid  the  Countrey-man)  about  the  old  bufinefs,  of  the 
Silver  Cup  you  loft;  yes  truly  faid  mine  Hoft,&  the 
lofmg  of  it  doth  not  fo  much  vex  me,  as  the  manner 
how  it  was  loft;  &  therefore,  continued  he  if  you  will  do 
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me  the  kindnefs.to  givemefatisfa6lionwhatbecameof 
it,  I  do  proteft  I  will  acquit  you  although  you  are  di- 
rectly guilty.    No,  this  will  not  do,  replyed  the  Coun- 
try-man, there  is  fomcwhat  elfe  in  the  cafe:  well  then, 
faid  mine  Hoft,  if  you  will  tell  me,  I  will  give  you  ten 
fliillings  to  drink.     Ready  money  does  very  well  in  a 
Prifon,  faid  the  Country-man,  and  will  prevail  much ; 
but  how  fhall  I  be  affured  you  will  not  profecute  me, 
if  I  fliould  chance  to  be  concerned?  for  that,  replyed 
mine  Hoft,  I  can  give  you  no  other  Warrant  but  my 
Oath,  which  I  will  inviolably  keep  :  well  then  faid  the 
Country-man,  down  with  the  merry  Griggs,  let  me 
handle  the  money,  and  Pic  be  very  true  to  you;  and  as 
for  your  charging  me  with  it,  I  fear  you  not.  Mine  hoft 
being  big  with  expe6lation  to  know  how  this  cleanly 
conveyance  was  wrought,  foon  laid  down  the  ten  fliil- 
lings ;  and  then  the  Country-man  thus  proceeded:  I 
muft  confcfs  that  I  know  which  way  your  Cup  went, 
but  when  you  charged  me  with  it  I  had  it  not ;  neither 
was  it  out  of  the  room,  and  I  muft  tell  you  this,  that  if 
you  had  fought  narrowly,  you  might  have  found  it,  but 
it  was  not  there  long  after.    We  who  live  by  our  wits 
muft  work  by  policy  more  then  down  right  ftrength, 
and  this  cannot  be  done  without  Confederates,  and  I 
hadfuch  in  the  management  of  this  affair,  for  Heft  the 
Cup  faftned  with  foft  wax  under  the  middle  of  the 
board  of  the  Table  where  I  drank,  which  place  of  the 
Table  by  reafon  it  was  covered  with  a  cloath,  as  you 
may  remember  it  was,  it  could  not  well  be  {ccw  ;  and 
therefore  you  and  }-our  fervants  miffed  of  it :  you 
know  that  very  willingly  I  went  with  you  to  the 
Jufticcs  ;  and  whilft  we  were  gone  thofe  I^'ricnds  and 
Confederates   of  mine  whom  I  had  ap[)ointcd,  and 
knew  the  Room  and  everything  elfe,  went  into  the 
houfe,  and  into  the  fame  Room,  where  the}-  found  the 
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filver  Cup,  and  without  the  leaft  fufpition  went  fairly 
off  with  it,  and  at  a  place  appointed  we  met,  and 
there  acquainted  one  another  with  our  Adventures, 
and  what  purchafes  we  had  made,  we  equally  fhared 
them  between  us.  Mine  Hoft  at  the  hearing  of  this 
difcourfe  was  mightily  furprized,  although  fully  fatis- 
fied  ;  but  yet,  faid  he,  I  would  be  rcfolved  one  quef- 
tion,  which  is  this,  how  if  we  had  found  it  where  you 
had  put  it  whilft  you  were  there  ?  why  truly  replyed 
the  cheat  (for  now  I  may  call  him  fo)  then  you  could 
have  charged  me  with  nothing,  and  I  would  have 
put  it  off  with  a  jeft,  and  if  that  would  not  have 
done,  the  moft  you  could  have  done,  had  been  only  to 
havekicked  and  beaten  me,  and  thofe  things  we  of  our 
quality  muft  venture  :  you  know  the  old  Proverb,  ^A"(3- 
thing  venture,  notJiing  have,  and  Faint  heart  never 
won  fair  Lady  ;  and  we  have  this  other  Proverb  to  en- 
courage ViS,th2it  Fortune  helps  the  bold;  as  it  doth  com- 
monly thofe  of  our  quality,  and  fhedid  melthankher 
in  that  attempt.  And  theredid  this  Varlet  dcfcant  up- 
on his  Actions,  to  the  great  fatisfaclion  of  mine  Hoft, 
who  finding  there  was  no  more  to  be  had  of  him,  left 
him,  and  foon  after  the  Town ;  coming  home,  and  gi- 
ving us  an  account  of  this  adventure;  and  this  v/as  a- 
nother  of  his  misfortunes,  which  was  foon  after  fol- 
lowed by  another  worfe  than  the  laft,  and  thus  it  was. 
A  Company  of  pretending  Gallants  one  evening  ar- 
rived at  our  houfe,  and  there  was  in  their  company  a 
young  lad  of  about  ten  years  of  age,  on  whom  they 
all  waited,  giving  himrcfpe6l  equal  to  a  Perfon  of  Ho- 
nor, and  their  Mafter  ;  they  were  foon  furniflicd  with 
Lodgings,  the  beft  in  the  houfe,  where  they  befpake  a 
plentiful  fupper,  which  was  provided,  dreft,  and  fent 
to  them.  Mine  Hoft  enquiring  what,  and  who  the 
young  Gentle-man  was,  whom  he  fuppofed  was  their 
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Maiier;  they  told  him  that  hewastheSon  oid^Frcnch 
Marquefs,  giving  him  a  name  to  that  purpofe,  and 
that  his  Father  their  Lord  and  Mafter,  would  in  few 
dayes  be  there;  likewife  that  they  being  recomended 
to  this  houfe  by  a  Friend  of  his,  who  warranted  them 
good  ufage,they  were  come  thither,and  there  theyin- 
tended  to  ftay  till  their  Lord  came.  Mine  Hoft  was 
highly pleafed  with  this  recital,  and  he  queftioned  not 
the  truth  of  it,  becaufe  the  young  Gentleman  could 
not  or  would  not  fpeak  any  thing  but  a  little  Gibbe- 
rifh  FrcncJi.  Thefe  Guefts  ftaid  there  a  fortnight  eat- 
ing and  drinking  in  moft  plentiful  manner;  and  every 
day  fome  or  all  of  them  did  ride  out,  leaving  only  one 
perfon  towaiton  theirLord,  and  they  came  home  ve- 
ry honeftly  at  night.  They  had  now  been  fourteen 
dayes  and  lain  at  Wrack  and  Manger,  they  and  their 
Horfcs  ;  and  their  Bill  amounted  to  thirty  pounds, 
which  being  a  round  fum  of  money  ;  he  began  to  try 
if  he  could  get  any,  and  to  that  end  fpake  by  the  by 
to  him  that  was  chief  perfon  next  to  the  young  Lord, 
but  he  was  deaf  of  that  ear,  and  told  him  that  it 
would  not  be  above  two  or  three  dayes  e're  he  was 
fure  their  Lord  himfelfwould  come,  and  then  he  fliould 
not  only  be  paid,  but  alfo  rewarded  for  the  care,  and 
refpccls  he  had  fhewed  to  his  Son  :  Mine  Hoft  was  fa- 
tisiicd  with  their  reafons,  and  fo  went  about  his  bufi- 
nefs  ;  and  fo  did  this  IMade  about  his  ;  for  calling  a 
confultation  of  his  brethren,  they  refolvcd  to  be  gone 
the  next  day,  and  give  mine  Hoft  the  go  by  for  his 
Reckoning,  and  therefore  they  fo  ordered  the  matter, 
tliattliat  night  whilft  they  were  at  fupper,  and  mine 
Hoft  with  them  ;  in  enters  another  man,  a  new  face, 
and  enquired  if  my  )-oung  Lord  fuch  a  one,  and  his 
Attendants werethere.''  yesfaidthe  1  Ioftler,who  took 
his  llorfe,  and  then  calling  the  Chamberlain,  he  was 
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conduced  into  the  Room  where  the  reft  of  his  Ac- 
quaintance were,  he  being  entered  theRoom,  made  his 
obeyfance  to  his  young  Mafter  ;  and  then  putting  his 
hand  into  his  Pocket  pull'd  out  a  Letter,  which  he 
prefented  to  him  ;  and  another  who  fate  next  him 
took  from  him,  opened,  and  read,  telHng  mine  Hoft 
that  the  Letter  was  from  their  Lord,  who  promifed  to 
be  there  with  them  by  the  next  day  at  noon ;  glad  did 
they  feem  to  be,  and  fo  was  mine  Hoft,  who  thought 
nowhe  was  near  the  receiving  of  his  money:  the  com- 
pany then  told  him  that  he  muft  provide  a  plentiful 
dinner,  and  that  they  would  all  ride  forth  in  the  morn- 
ing to  meet  their  old  Mafter,  only  they  would  leave 
their  young  Mafter  behind  to  his  care  ;  to  this  mine 
Hoft  was  content,  and  the  next  morning  they  arofe 
early,  mounted  their  horfes,  and   away  they  went, 
leaving  their  Lord  in  Bed.  Mine  Hoft  provided  dinner 
according  to  the  dire6lions,  and  noon  came,  but  no 
Lord,  or  Attendants  ;  at  length  dinner  was  forced  to 
be  taken  up,  or  fpoiled,  and  then  the  young  Lord  was 
enquired  for,  who  was  ftill  in  Bed,  and  could  not  rife, 
for  they  had  taken  his  fine  Clothes  with  them :  in  fine, 
upon  fearch,  an  old  Country  Suit  was  found,  which 
now  our  young  Lord  owned  to  be  his,  and  could  fpeak 
Englijli,  faying,  they  were  gone  and  carried  away  his 
fine  cloaths.MineHofthearinghccould  i^c^kEn^iiJJi, 
asked  him  feveral  queftions,  which  the  Boy  anfwered 
readily  enough,  and  by  that  he  undcrftood  that  they 
took  him  up  in  thofe  Clothes,  and  other  rare  matters 
if  he  would  go  with  them,  be  ruled  by  them,  and  learn 
a  few  heard  words  ;  and  fo  in  conclufion  mine  Hoft 
found  to  his  coft,that  they  were  a  company  of  cheats, 
who  came  to  do  that  to  him.,  he  had  done  to  others, 
and  though  his  lofs  was  great,  yet  he  w  as  forced  to  fit 
down  contented  ;  as  for  the  Boy  he  being  abfolutely 
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innocent,  he  was  only  turned  out  of  the  doors  to  feck 
his  fortune.  Thus,  faid  Wx^x^isDorothyyoM  feehe  had 
his  bitter  with  the  fweet,  and  to  his  fweet  meat  he  h.ad 
fowerfawce;  and  although  his  lofs  was  confiderable 
enough,  yet  foon  after  he  had  another  of  worfer  confe- 
quence,  and  thus  it  was  : 

You  muft  note,  that  it  was  now  in  the  time  of  re- 
bellion, and  there  was  a  fmall  garrifon  of  Souldicrs 
quartered  in  our  Town  of  the  Round-heads  Party, 
and  about  ten  milesoff  there  was  another  Garrifon  of 
Cavaliers.  Now  one  day  there  came  to  our  Town 
two  Gentlemen  very  well  mounted  and  armed,  and 
they  had  a  Pafs  from  a  round-headed  Collonel  our 
Neighbour,  and  coming  to  our  Town,  and  enquiring 
forthebeft  Inn,  they  were  dirc6ledto  our  houfe,  where 
they  took  up  their  Quarters  ;  they  pretended  thcm- 
fclves  to  be  Perfons  of  Quality,  and  therefore  fpcnt 
pretty  handfomely  at  the  firft,  but  in  their  ftay  there, 
which  wasabouteightdaycs,  they  had  run  fivepounds 
on  the  fcore;  mine  Hofb  dcfiring  his  money,  they  t(;ld 
him  fucldcnly  he  fhould  have  it,  moneys  were  coming 
to  them,  but  if  he  had  not  the  patience  to  ftay  until 
their  nuiiiey  came,  then  (he  knew)  that  they  liad  two 
good  ]  k-rfes  in  his  Stable,  and  he  fliould  in  lieu  of  his 
money  have  which  hcpleafed,  at  fucha  rate  as  any  in- 
different perfon  fliould  adjudgthe  beft  of  them  to  be 
worth :  mine  1  loft  feeing  them  anfwer  him  fo  fair,  was 
as  kind  as  they, and  told  them  that  hedidbeliexctheni 
to  be  Gentlemenof  quality,  and  that  he  fcorned  to  im- 
dervalue  them  fo  much  as  to  difmount  them,  and  as 
tliey  came  on  Horfe-back  to  depart  on  foot,  but 
that  he  had  ratlier  wait  a  while  longer  for  the 
I\lone)',  which  they  faid  they  ftaid  for:  Ihe)- 
kindly  thanked  him  for  his  courtefie,  and  jM'oir.Iied 
him  to  requite  it  ;  and  thereupon  all  Perfons  relied 
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well  fatisfied,  but  no  money  coming  at  the  time  they 
faid  they  expe6led,  he  again  afked  them  for  moneys  ; 
and  indeed  it  was  their  defire  that  he  fhould  do  fo,  or 
elfethedefign  they  had  in  hand,  and  intended  tocarry 
on,  could  not  be  well  executed  ;  and  therefore  that 
they  might  bring  their  proje6l  to  execution,  they  a- 
gain  offered  him  one  of  their  horfes  ;  he  had  a  great 
mind  to  one  of  them,  having  a  Cuftomer  ready  that 
would  give  him  a  very  good  price,  told  them  that  fmce 
they  were  fo  willing  he  was  fo  too,  and  that  they  might 
poffibly  have  their   Horfe  again  when  their  money 
came :  it  is  all  as  one  for  that,  replyed  the  Gentlemen, 
we  had  rather  go  without  horfes  than  you  fhould  be 
diffatiffied,  and  therefore  choofe  which  of  the  two  you 
will  have:  they  being  both,  faid  he  good,  I  care  not 
which  of  them,  and  to  that  end  if  you  pleafe  to  mor- 
row we  will  all  three  ride  out  of  the  Town  a  mile  or 
fo,  and  thenyou  may  conclude  which  you  likebeft,  and 
as  for  the  price  we  will  well  enough  agree  upon  that ; 
to  this  mine  hoft  confented,  and  the  next  day  they  all 
three  mounted  their  horfes,  and  away  they  rode,  but 
to  the  great  forrow  of  us  all,  for  thefe  Gentlemen  who 
had  lain  thus  long  in  our  houfe  were  Caveliers,  and  be- 
longed to  the  adjoyning  Garrifon,  and  when  they  had 
drawn  mine  hoft  with  them  as  far  as  they  could  wil- 
lingly perfwade  him,  and  that  he  offered  to  return, 
they  then  drew,  and  with  Sword  in  one  hand,  and  Pif- 
tol  in  the  other,  they  came  up  to  him  and  commanded 
him  to  ftand,  for  he  was  their  Prifoner,  he  afkcd  them 
for  what?  and  would  havedifputed  the  cafe  with  them 
but  it  was  to  no  purpofe  ;  they  were  deaf  to  all  per- 
fwations,  and  he  living  in  a  Round-headed  Garrifon 
they  concluded  him  to  be  one,  and  therefore  he  was 
their  lawful  Prifonor,  and  as  onethey  would  guard  him 
to  their  quarters;  fo  they  faid,  and  fo  they  did,  and 
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taking  his  Sword  from  him,  they  caufed  him  to  ride 
on  apace,  till  they  brought  him  to  their  Quarters  ; 
before  theirCommandcrthey conducted  him,  who  ad- 
judged him  to  be  a  Prifoner,  and  the  next  day  refol- 
vcd  on  his  Ranfome,  which  he  valued  at  a  hundred 
pounds:  the  one  halfhe  ordered  the  Gentlemen  fhould 
have,  and  the  other  to  be  devided  among  the  indigent 
Souldiers  ?  this  was  his  doom  :  and  now  my  poor 
Hoft  was  delivered  into  Cuftody ;  he  writ  away  to  his 
Wife  to  acquaint  her  with  this  doleful  News,  fhe 
could  not  raife  fo  much  Money,  and  therefore  he  was 
like  to  continue  ;  but  in  the  end,  by  the  afliftance  of 
fomc  Gentlemen  who  were  Guefls  to  the  houfe  and 
Cavelicrs,  flie  got  one  half  of  the  Ranfome  to  be  aba- 
ted,andfo  the  fifty  pounds  beingfcnt, hcwasdelivered 
up,  and  came  home  to  chcar  his  Wife  and  Family. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

At  tJie  execution  of  a  Felon  fevcral  Clieatcrs  meet,  and 

feeing  a  Conntrey-nian  draiv  a  Piirfe  of  money  re- 

folve  to  cheat  him  of  it,  loJiich  they  do  fwfl  by  a  brafs 

CJiain,  and  afterioards  by  draiving  Jiini  i)i  to  bet  at 

Gameing.      They  zvere  again  cheated  by  mine  Hoft, 

and  the  principal  Cheat  comically  pnntjhed. 

MIftrcfs  Dorothy  here  putting  a  flop  to  her  dif- 
courfe,we  thereby  undcrftood  Ihe  had  finiflied, 
wherefore  I  thus  difcourfed  her:  truly  now  I  find  that 
to  be  true  of  your  Hofl,  which  I  haveexperimentedin 
myfclf,  and  that  we  nnift  meet  with  many  rubsSiniifr 
fortunes,  but  thefe were  but  trivial  to  him  confidcring 
his  great  comings  in,  b}-  his  extracM'dinary  gain  intru- 
ding: that's  true  rcplvcd  I\I./^(V-<V//)',butasl:chadcon- 
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fiderable  gain,  fo  he  had  many  wayes  to  fpend  it,  and 
many  fpenders,  his  Wife  and  Children  being  all  as  ex- 
penfive  as  might  be,  and  what  was  got  over  the  De- 
vils Back,  was  fpentunder  theDevils  belly:  and  there- 
fore though  much  money  went  through  his  hands  in  a 
year,  yet  it  went  through,  and  little  ftuck  there  or  ftaid 
with  him,  fo  that  he  was  feldome  Mafter  of  any  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money;  and  therefore  it  went  hard  to 
raife  this  fum  of  money,  and  fome  of  his  Plate  was 
fain  to  march  off  to  produce  it ;  but  that  being  paid 
and  he  come  home,  we  were  all  well  enough  fatisfied, 
and  he  told  his  wife  this  was  moft  certainly  the  fortune 
of  War,  but  he  queftioned  not  but  in  fhort  time  he 
would  fetch  it  up  again;  as  indeed  he  did  in  ufingthofe 
feveral  ways  I  have  told  you  of;  and  now  I  hope  (faid 
fhe)  I  have  told  you  enough  to  fatisfie  your  curiofity  ; 
truly,  replyed  I,  you  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains, 
but  if  you  have  any  more  in  your  budget  out  with 
them,  for  what  you  have  hitherto  related  hath  not  on- 
ly been  pleafant  but  profitable,  and  very  full  of  variety. 
Well,  (rcplyed  fhe)  fmce  you  will  have  it  fo,  I  will 
proceed  a  little  further,  and  recount  fome  paffages  as 
confiderable  as  any  you  have  hitherto  heard.  There 
was  (continued  fhe)  not  long  before  this  time  a  bloody 
murder  committed,  for  an  honeft  Country-man  that 
lived  about  fix  miles  from  us,  one  market  day  was  dri- 
ving his  Team  of  Horfes  and  Cart  loaden  with  Corn 
to  our  Town  to  fell,  and  being  come  about  halfway, 
he  was  met  by  a  lufty  tatterdemallion  rafcal  that  was 
on  foot,  travelling  on  the  Road,  he  firft  afked  the  Coun- 
trey-man  to  give  him  fomething,  telling  him  he  was 
a  poor  Traveller  and  had  been  robb'd  :  quoth  the 
Countrey-man,  friend,  I  have  nothing  to  give  you, 
for  I  have  no  money,  being  now  going  to  Market 
with  this    Corn  to  make  money  of  it ;  the  fellow 
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feemed  to  reft  contented  with  this  anfwer,  and  there- 
upon walked  on  with  the  Countrey-man  ;  but  they 
had  not  gone  far  but  the  Devil  entring  into  this  fellow, 
perfwaded  him,  here  he  might  have  a  great  prize,  and 
therefore  flillwalked  on,  he  at  length  feeing  the  Road 
clear  of  Paffengers,  and  a  convenient  place  for  him  to 
put  his  purpofe  inpra6licc,  with  a  lufty  Cudgel  he  had 
inhis  hand,  he  flruck  the  poor  Countrey-man  over  the 
Head,  that  down  he  fell  a  fprawling,  and  not  content 
therewith,  drew  him  a  little  out  of  the  road,  and  in 
moft  cruel  manner  cut  his  throat ;  having  this  done, 
he  feizeson  the  fore-horfe  of  the  Team,  and  leads  him 
alfo  with  the  Team  and  Cart  out  of  the  road  to  a  con- 
venient place,  where  he  ftops,  and  then  drawing  the 
body  of  the  murthered  Countrey-man  to  a  Ditch-fide, 
he  there  made  a  hole,  and  having  ftrip'd  him  of  all  his 
clothes,  buried  him,  and  ftripping  himfelf  of  thofe 
Rags  he  had  on,  he  putting  on  the  Countrey-mans 
cloathes,  buried  his  own  with  the  Countrey-mans  bo- 
dy ;  and  having  thus  done,  he  lead  the  Team  into  the 
Road  again;  this  was  done  one  winters  morning  early 
before  day  ;  and  fo  he  had  the  conveniency  to  do  all 
this  without  interruption,  and  now  with  Whip  in 
hand,  and  habited  like  a  Country-man,  he  drives  on  to 
our  town  to  Market;  he  took  up  his  ftanding  at  the 
ufual  place,  and  had  the  good  fortune  not  to  be  quefli- 
oned  of  any  body,  but  enquiring  how  the  rates  of  corn 
went,  he  accordingly  fold  his  at  a  good  price  as  any : 
and  he  not  only  made  money  of  his  Corn,  but  hearing 
there  was  a  horfe  Fair  that  day  at  a  Town  but  three 
miles  off,  and  havingdifpatch't  betimes  he  drove  thither 
and  foon  had  a  Cuftomer  for  both  Horfes  and  Cart, 
and  therche  bought  himafaddlehorfc  toridc  on, being 
thus  fitted  to  his  purpofe,  he  was  not  long  e'rc  he  met 
witli  a  company  of  Shirks  and  Cheats,  who  intending 
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to  choufe  him,  he  was  too  crafty  for  them,  and  en- 
ters himfelf  intotheirfociety,  and  by  degrees  becamea 
Knight  oi  Xho.  Pad,  an  obfolute  High-way-man,  but 
the  Devil  who  had  fet  him  to  work,  was  not  longe're 
he  paid  him  his  Wages,  for  he  was  purfued  for  a  Rob- 
bery he  had  committed,  and  fo  narrowly  followed  that 
he  was  forced  to  take  the  water,  to  crofs  a  River,  he 
leap'dinon  Horfeback,but  the  Horfe  wasfoon  drown- 
ed, and  he  narrowly  efcap'dto  a  little  Ifland  in  the  Ri- 
ver, where  hewas  ftill  in  fight  of  hispurfuers,  theyget- 
tinga  Boat  cameup  to him,he  beingarmed  attempted 
to  difcharge  a  Piftol,  but  by  reafon  the  powder  was 
wet,  it  would  not  off  whereupon  they  coming  nearer 
to  him  he  drewhis  Sword,  and  though  there  were  three 
in  the  Boat  he  kept  them  from  landing,  and  being  re- 
folvcd  to  fell  his  life  at  a  dear  Rate,  he  kill'd  one  of 
them  out-right,  and  wounded  another,  but  now 
another  Boat  with  more  help  coming  hewas  in  danger 
to  be  loft,  wherefore  putting  his  Sword  in  his  mouth 
he  again  took  the  water,  and  fwam  away,  and  they  af- 
ter him,  but  length  feeing  it  was  in  vain  to  refift  he  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  taken,  and  bound,  led  away  to  the 
Juftice,  and  thence  to  Prifon,  where  he  believing  he 
muftdyc,  grew  fome  whatpenitent,andnot  onely  con- 
fefs'd  the  Fa6l  he  was  then  accufed  for,  but  among  o- 
ther  mifchiefs  he  likewife  acknowledged  the  Murther, 
and  Robbery  I  have  told  you  off;  and  the  Affizes  be- 
ing come,  and  he  tryed,  and  confeffing,  he  was  con- 
demned to  be  hang'd  in  Chains  at  the  place  where  he 
committed  the  murther  ;  this  being  not  above  a  mile 
from  our  Town,  at  the  day  of  Execution  it  drew  mcft 
of  the  people  out  of  it  to  fee  the  end  of  this  wicked 
wretch,  who  did  fomwhat  penitenrly,buthis  Penitence 
and  Repentance  did  not  work  one  jot  upon  others  of 
his  quality,  who  were  there  prefent;  but  as  commonly 
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one  Wedding-feaft  begets  another  Wedding,  fo 
one  Execution  does  ufuallyproduceanother;  and  they 
who  are  Spe6lators  at  one  Execution,  in  fhort  time 
come  to  be  executed  themfelves :  whether  there  were 
any  perfons  at  this  execution  that  did  foon  after  take 
his  turn,  I  know  not,  but  I  am  fure  there  were  prefent 
many  Cheats,  and  Pick-pockets,  and  fuch  fort  of  peo- 
ple, for  our  Town  was  that  day  pretty  well  throng'd 
with  them.  Among  other  praftifes  that  was  ufed,  this 
was  one. 

Two  or  three  Cheaters  going  together  faw  a  Coun- 
tiy-man  who  had  a  Purfe  of  money  in  his  hand,  they 
had  obferved  him  to  draw  it  to  pay  for  fomc  Ginger- 
bread he  bought  on  the  w'ay ;  wherefore  they  clofed 
with  him,  and  endeavoured  to  nip  his  Bung,  pick  his 
Pocket,  but  could  not,  for  he  knowing  he  was  in  a 
dangerous  place,  and  among  as  dangerous  Company, 
put  his  Purfe  of  money  into  his  Breeches,  which  being 
clofe  at  the  knees,  fecured  it  from  falling  out,  and  be- 
fides  he  was  very  fly  in  having  any  body  come  too  near 
him.  Our  Practitioners  in  the  Art  of  Thievery,  feeing 
this  would  not  do,  fettheirwits  a  working  further;  and 
having  all  their  tools  about  them  in  rcadinefs,  taking 
a  convenient  time  and  place,oneofthemgoesbeforeand 
drops  a  Letter,  another  of  his  Companions  who  had 
joyned  himfelf  to  our  Countrey-man,  feeing  it  ly  fair- 
lyfor  the  purpofe,  fayestohim.Look  you  what  is  here! 
but  although  the  Countrey-man  did  floop  to  take  up 
the  Letter,  yet  the  Cheat  was  too  nimble  for  him  in  that, 
and  having  it  in  his  hand,  faid,  Here  is  fomcwhat  elfe 
bcfidcs  a  Letter,  1  cry  half,  faid  the  Countr}'-man :  well, 
faid  the  Cheat,  indeed  you  ftoop'd  as  well  as  I,  but  I 
have  it;  however  Pie  be  fair  with  you;  but  let  us  fee 
what  it  is,&  whetheritis  worth  the  dividing;  &there- 
upon  he  brcaksopenthe  letter,&there  fees  a  fair  chain 
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or  neck-lace  of  Gold:  Good  Fortune  (fayes  the 
Cheater)  if  this  be  right  Gold  :  how  fhall  we  know 
that,  faid  the  Countrey  man?  let  us  fee  what  the 
Letter  fays,  which  being  fhort  and  to  the  purpofe 
fpake  thus: 

Brother  John,  /  have  here  fent  yoii  hack  this  neck- 
lace of  go  hi  you  Jent  me;  not  for  any  diflike  I  have  to  it, 
but  my  Wife  is  covetous  and  woidd  have  a  biggar,  this 
comes  not  to  above  feven pounds,  and  /he  would  have  one 
of  ten  pounds ;  therefore  I  pray  get  it  changed  for  07ie  of 
that  price,  and  fend  it  by  this  bearer  to  your  loving  Bro- 
ther, N.  B. 

Nay,  then  we  have  good  luck  (faid  the  Cheater) 
but  I  hope,  faid  he  to  the  Countrey-man,  you  will  not 
expe6l  a  full  fhare,  for  you  know  I  found  it,  and  be- 
fides,  if  we  fliould  divide  it,  I  know  not  how  to  break 
it  in  pieces,  but  I  doubt  it  would  fpoil  it,  therefore  I 
had  rather  have  my  fhare  in  money.  Well,  faid  the 
Countrey-man,  Fie  give  you  your  fhare  in  money, 
provided  I  may  have  a  full  fhare ;  that  you  fhall,  faid 
the  Cheater,  and  therefore  I  muft  have  of  you  three 
pounds  ten  fhillings,  the  price  in  all  being  as  you  fee, 
feven  pounds.  I,  but  faid  theCountreyman  (thinking 
to  be  too  cunning  for  the  Cheat)  it  may  be  worth 
feven  pounds  in  money  in  all,  fafliion  and  all,  but  we 
muft  not  value  that,  but  only  the  Gold,  therefore  I 
think  three  pounds  in  money  is  better  than  half  the 
Chain,  and  fo  much  I'le  give  you  if  you  will  let  me 
have  it:  well  content  faid  the  Cheat,  but  then  you  fliall 
give  me  a  pint  of  wine  over  and  above;  to  this  the 
Countrey-man  alfo  agreed,  andtoourtown  they  came, 
and  into  our  houfe,  and  there  the  Cheat  had  the  three 
pounds, and  the  Countrey-man  theChain,who  believ- 
ed he  had  that  day  rifen  with  his  A—  upwards,  becaufe 
he  had  met  with  fo  good  fortune.     They  drank  off 
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their  drink,  and  were  going  away,  but  the  Cheat  not 
having  yet  done  with  him  (intended  to  get  the  reft  of 
the  money  from  him)  offered  him  his  pint  of  Wine, 
which  the  Countrey-man  accepted  of;  but  before  they 
had  drank  it  off,  in  comes  another  of  the  fame  Tribe, 
who  asked  whether  fuch  a  man,  naming  one,  were 
there?  no,  (faid  the  Bar-keeper,)  our  Cheater  and 
Countrcy-man  fitting  near  the  Cheat,  asked  of  the 
enquirer,  did  you  notaskforfuch  a  man?  Yes,faid  the 
enquirer,  why  faid  our  Cheater,  I  can  tell  you  this 
news  of  him  that  it  will  not  be  long  e're  he  comes 
hither,  for  I  met  him  as  I  came  in;  and  he  appointed  me 
to  come  in  here  and  flay  for  him:  well,  then  I  were 
bcft  to  flay,  faid  the  Enquirer:  but  (continued  he) 
we  were  beft  to  take  a  bigger  Room,  for  we  cannot  ftir 
our  fclves  in  this;  agreed,  faid  the  Cheater,  fo  the 
reckoning  was  paid,  and  they  agreed  to  take  a  larger 
Room,leavingwordattheBar  that  if  any  enquir}' were 
made  for  them,  there  they  fhould  find  them;  they 
went  into  another  Room,  and  ourCountrey-man  ha- 
ving done  his  bufinefs  would  be  going;  no,  faid  the 
Cheater,  I  pray  ftay  and  keep  us  company,  it  (hall  not 
coft  you  nothing;  w(;ll,  then  faid  the  Countrcy-man,  I 
amcontcnttoftayalittle:  they  being  now  entred  into 
their  Room,  call'd  for  a  quart  of  Wine,  and  drank  it 
off,  wiiat  fhall  we  do  to  fpend  time,  faid  the  iaft  Cheat- 
er? for  I  am  weary  of  ftaying  for  this  man,  are  you 
furc  you  are  not  miftaken?  no,  faid  the  other:  one  of 
them  then  pretends  to  walk  a  turn  in  the  Room,  and 
coming  to  the  window  behind  a  Cufliion  he  pretends 
to  findc  a  pair  of  Cards  (which  indeed  he  himfelf  had 
laid  there)  look  you  here,  faid  he  to  the  Countrey- 
man  and  th'other,  I  have  found  fome  tools,  now  we 
may  go  to  work,  and  fpend  our  time,  if  you  will  play; 
not  I,  faid  the  Country-man,  I'le  never  play;  then 
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I  will,  faid  the  other  Cheat,  but  not  for  money  :  why 
then,  faid  the  other,  for  fix  pence,  to  be  fpent,  and 
the  Game  Putt;  they  being  agreed,  and  myCountrey- 
man  being  made  Overfeer  of  the  Game,  fell  to  playing, 
and  the  Countrey-mans  firll  Acquaintance  had  the 
better  of  it,  winning  twelve  Games  to  the  others  four: 
come,  faid  he,  what  fhall  we  do  with  all  this  drink?  we 
will  play  two  pence  wet  and  four  pence  dry ;  to  this 
the  other  agreed,  and  fo  they  play'd,  and  at  this  low 
gaming  the  firft  Cheat  had  infhorttime  wonof  the  fe- 
cond  ten  fhillings  in  money;  the  fecond  feemed  to  be 
angry,  and  therefore  propofed  to  play  for  all  money, 
hoping  to  making  himfelf  whole  again ;  nay,  faid  the 
other,  I  fhall  not  refufe  your  proportion,  becaufe  I  have 
won  your  money ;  and  therefore  to  it  they  went,  and 
the  firft  Cheater  had  ftill  the  fame  luck,  and  won  ten 
fhillings  more;  then  the  other  would  play  for  twelve 
pence  a  Game,  no,  faid  the  firfl  Cheater,  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  exceed  fix  pence  a  Game,  I  will  not  alter  what 
I  have  begun,  left  I  change  luck,  unlefs  this  honeft 
Countrey-man  will  go  my  halves ;  I  have  no  mind  to 
Gaming, reply'd  the  country-man ;  you  need  not  play 
faidtheother.  Pie  do  that,and  youfee  myluck  is  good, 
venture  a  Crown  with  me,  you  know  both  our  lucke 
have  been,  and  I  hope  will  continue  good ;  well,  con- 
tent, faid  the  Countrey-man,  and  fo  they  proceeded, 
ftill  our  firft  Cheat  had  good  fortune,  and  he,  and  the 
Countrey-man  won  ten  fliillings  a  piece  more  of  the 
other,  which  made  them  merry ;  and  the  other  was 
mad ;  he  therefore  told  them  he  would  win  the  Horfe, 
or  lofe  the  Saddle,  and  venture  all  now;  and  drawing 
out  about  thirty  fhillings ;  faid,  come  take  it  all,  win  it 
and  wear  it;  and  fo  they  played;  but  they  had  now 
drawn  the  Countrey-man  in  fufficiently,  and  he  was 
flufh;  but  it  lafted  not  long  thus,  e're  he  was  taken 
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down  a  button-hole  lower,  for  the  fortune  changed, 
and  all  that  he  had  won  was  loft,  and  forty  fhillings 
more  :  He  was  now  angry,  but  to  no  purpofe,  for  he 
did  not  difcover  their  foul  play,  and  he  in  hopes  of  his 
good  fortune  ventured,  and  loft  the  other  forty  fhill- 
ings; and  then  he  faid  he  would  go  halfes  no  longer, 
for  he  thought  he  would  be  merry  and  wife,  and  if  he 
could  not  make  a  winning,  he  would  be  fure  to  make 
a  faving  Bargain,  which  he  reckoned  he  fhould  do, 
becaufe  although  he  had  loft  four  pounds  in  money,  & 
given  the  Cheat  three  pounds  for  his  ftiare  of  the  Chain, 
that  yet  he  ftiould  make  feven  pounds  of  the  Chain, 
and  fo  be  no  Lofer :  they  feeing  he  would  not  play,  left 
off,  and  he  that  had  won  the  money  was  content  to 
give  a  Collation,  which  was  called  for,  but  our  firft 
Cheat  pretending  much  anger  at  his  Lofs,  was  rcfolved 
to  venture  more;  andto  playing  again  hewent,andin 
Ihort  time  he  recovered  much  of  hisloffes;  thisangred 
the  Countrey-man  that  he  had  not  joyned  with  him, 
and  intheend,feeinghisgoodluck  continued,  andthat 
he  won,  he  again  went  halfs,  but  then  it  was  not  long 
that  they  thrived,  but  the  Countrey-man  was  forced 
to  draw  his  Purfe,  and  in  the  end  lofe  all  his  money, 
which  was  near  twenty  pounds:  He  did  not  think  his 
condition  to  be  fo  bad  as  it  was,bccaufehebelievcdhe 
had  a  Chain  worth  feven  pounds  in  his  Pocket,  and 
therefore  he  reckoned  he  had  not  loft  all.  By  this  time 
fevcral  of  the  reft  of  the  Gang  (having  been  abroad, 
employed  on  the  fame  account,  Couzeningand  Cheat- 
ing of  others)  now  flocked  all  to  our  Houfe,  being  the 
place  appointed  for  their  Rendezvouz,  there  they 
acquainted  one  another  of  their  feveral  Gains  and 
Prizes  ;  and  then  they  fell  a  drinking,  they  drank 
about  luftily  for  joy,  and  the  Countrey-man  for 
anger;  and  mine  Hoft  was  called  up  to  make  one  in 
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the  Company ;  he  foon  underftood  what  kind  of 
Guefts  he  had,  and  how  they  had  cheated  the  poor 
Country-man ;  and  therefore  he  was  refolved  to  ferve 
them  in  the  fame  kind ;  he  therefore  put  forward  the 
Affairs  of  drinking,  and  fome  being  hungry  call'd  for 
Vi6luals;  he  told  them  he  would  get  them  what  they 
pleas'd ;  and  they  being  determined  to  take  up  their 
Quarters  there,  for  that  night,  a  Supper  wasbefpoke 
foralltheCompany,fuchas  mine  Hoft  in  his  difcretion 
fhould  think  fit,  he  told  them  they  fliould  have  it,  and 
accordingly  went  down  to  provide  Supper,  he  foon  re- 
turnes  and  helps  them  to  drink  whilft  Supper  was  dref- 
fing;  by  this  time  they  were  all  perfe6lly  drunk,  he 
then  commands  up  fupper,  and  they  fall  too  with  a 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  and  two  Capons,  eat  and  drink 
hard,  and  call  for  more,  he  tells  them  it  is  coming,  but 
they  nowhaving  fate  ftill  a  while  were  all  fallen  afleep, 
he  makes  ufe  of  this  opportunity,  and  brings  up  half 
a  dozen  empty  foul  Difhes,  or  at  leaftwife  full  of  bones 
of feveral fowls;  asPidgeons,Partridges,  Phefants,  and 
all  the  Remains  of  Victuals  that  had  been  left  in  the 
houfe  that  day;  and  ftrewsand  places  fome  on  their 
feveral  Trenchers,  and  thus  he  leaves  them.  Some 
of  them  fleeping,  and  fitting  uneafily  fell  from  their 
Chairs,  and  fo  awaked themfelves;  andtheircompani- 
ons  being  throughly  awaked,  they  again  fell  to  eating 
and  drinking;  fome  turning  over  the  bones  that  were 
brought,  faid,  Howcamethefehere,Idonotremcmber 
that  I  eat  any  fuch  Victuals?  Nor  I,  faid  another, 
whereupon  mine  Hoftwascall'd,  and  the  qucftion  was 
afked  him:  why  furely,  Gentlemen,  you  forget  your 
felves,  faid  he,  you  have  flept  fair;  I  believe  you  will 
forget  the  CoUer  of  Brawn  you  had  too,  that  cofl  me 
fix  fhillings  out  of  my  Pocket;  how!  Brawn!  faid 
one,  I,  Brawn  faid  mine  Hoft,  you  had  it,  and  are 
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like  to  pay  for  it ;  you'l  remember  nothing  anon,  this 
is  a  fine  drunken  bout  indeed  ;  fo  it  is,  faid  one  of  the 
Company;  fure  we  have  been  in  aDream;  but  it  mat- 
ters not,  mine  Hoft,you  muft  and  fhall  be  paid:  Give 
us  the  other  dozen  bottles,  and  bring  a  Bill,  that  we 
may  pay  our  Reckoning.  This  Order  was  prefently 
obey'd,  and  a  Bill  brought,  which  in  all  came  to  feven 
pounds;  and  I  verily  believe  he  mifreckoned  them  for 
meat  and  drink,  the  one  half,  and  told  them  he  ufed 
them  very  kindly;  they  were  bound  to  believe  him, 
and  thereforeevcrymanwas  call'd  topaytheir  fhares; 
my  Countrey-manflirunk  behind,  intendingto  efcape, 
whichonc  of  the  Company  feeing,  call'd  him  forwards, 
and  faid  Come,  We  muft  tell  Nofes,  and  every  man 
pay  alike;  the  Countrey-man  defired  to  be  excus'd; 
and  faid  he  had  no  money;  which  they  knowing  well 
enough,  at  length  agreed  to  acquit  him.  This  done, 
they  went  to  their  feveral  Lodgings  to  bed,  and  it  was 
time,for  it  waspaft  midnight,  they  all  flept  bcttcrthan 
the  Countr>^-man,  who  could  hardly  flecp  a  wink  for 
thinkingof  his  Misfortunes,  and  having fuch good  luck 
in  the  morning, it  fliould  prove  fo  bad  e're  night;  But 
morning  being  come,  he  and  they  all  arofc,  and  the 
Countrey-mans  money  being  all  fpcnt,  he  knew  it 
was  to  no  purpofc  for  him  to  ftay  there ;  wherefore  he 
refolved  to  go  to  the  Goldfmith's  in  the  Town,  and 
fell,  or  pawn  his  Chain,  that  he  might  have  fome  money 
to  carry  him  home:  I^cingcomctothe  Goldfmith's  he 
produced  the  Chain,  which  although  at  the  firft  fight 
he  tivnight  to  be  gold,  yet  upon  trial  he  found  it 
otherwife,  and  that  it  was  but  brafs  guilt  ;  he 
tells  the  Countrey-man  the  fame,  who  at  this 
heavy  News  was  like  to  break  his  heart  :  The 
Goldfmitli    feeing    the    Countrey-man    in    fuch    a 
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melancholy  dump,  enquires  of  him  how  he  came  by- 
it?  hefoon  acquainted  him  with  the  manner,  and  eve- 
ry circumftance:  the  Goldfmith  as  foon  underftood 
the  Cheat,  and  advifeshim  togototheJuftice,and  get 
a  Warrant  for  him  that  had  thus  cheated  him  :  and 
theCountrey-man  telling  him  that  he  had  no  money, 
nor  friend,  being  a  ftranger;  he  himfelf  went  with 
him  to  the  Juftice,  who  foon  underftanding  the  mat- 
ter, granted  his  Warrant;  and  the  Goldfmith  pro- 
cured a  Conftable  to  go  with  him  to  our  houfe,  where 
the  firfb  Cheater  was  apprehended,  and  carried  be- 
fore the  Juftice  ;  who  upon  examination  explain'd 
the  Cafe,  and  finding  the  fellow  guilty,  ordered 
that  he  fhould  be  led  to  the  whipping  poft,  and  there 
be  whipped,  and  then  be  fent  on  a  horfe  back,  with 
his  face  towards  the  horfetail,  and  fo  led  out  of 
the  Town  ;  and  withal,  the  Juftice  font  away 
the  Conftable  to  our  houfe,  to  apprehend  and 
bring  the  reft  of  the  gang  before  him  ;  but  he 
came  too  late,  for  the  Birds  were  flown,  doubt- 
ing fome  fuch  matter ;  fo  that  only  the  firft 
Cheater  fufifered  the  puniftiment  aforcfaid  ;  but  I 
remember  he  was  fo  impudent  that  when  he  came 
by  our  houfe  on  horfeback,  with  his  face  to  the  horfe 
tail.  Ah,  ha!  faid  one,  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 
nothing,  faid  the  Cheater,  but  that  this  horfe  is  given 
me,  and  I  am  refolved  to  ride  this  way  to  make 
good  the  Proverb,  that  I  may  not  look  a  gift  horfe 
in  the  viontJi. 
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CHAP.   XIV. 

Tivo  SJiocviakcrs  arc  cJicated  of  a  pair  of  Boots,  and 
viuie  Hofl  gets  aiiotJicr pair  of  tJicm.  Mine  Hofl 
and  one  of  the  Shoemakers  find  out  the  Cheater, 
who  is  appreJtended,  and  fent  to  Prifon  but  is  re- 
Icafed  by  the  Judge  for  an  enterprize  of  his  Com- 
panions, zoho  acted  wonderful  Feats  by  flight  of 
hand. 

THus  was  every  one  a  gainer  but  the  poor  Coun- 
trey-man,  who  was  forc'd  to  march  home  by 
weeping  Crofs,  only  with  a  brafs  chain  worth  eigh- 
teen pence,  infhead  of  above  twenty  pounds  which 
he  had  brought  out  with  him.  Mine  Hoft  gained  in- 
differently well,  but  the  Cheaters  more,  being  fully 
fraighted;  but  as  they  got  it  eafily,  fo  they  fpent  it 
merrily  ;  and  then  went  to  work  for  more,  though 
they  devidcd  the  fpoil  equally  between  them,  yet 
none  had  the  punifhment  but  the  Chain-Merchant, 
and  I  believe  he  had  as  many  laflies  on  the  back 
as  there  was  links  on  the  chain  ;  he  took  hispunifli- 
ment  very  patiently,  only  when  the  blow  came  he 
would  (brink  up  his  flioulders,  which  a  ftander  by 
feeing,  told  him  that  did  him  more  harm  than  good; 
it  is  no  matter  for  that,  friend,  faid  the  cheater,  you 
ma)'  fparc  your  inftruclions,  for  I  fliall  not  follow 
them,  and  now  I  am  to  be  whip'd  I  will  do  as  I  Lill. 
and  when  jou  come  to  the  fame  fport,  and  it  is)-our 
turn  to  be  whip'd,  \'ou  may  behave  your  felf  then  as 
you  pleafe,  thus  was  he  pleafantly  roguilh  when  he 
was  in  the  midll  of  his  puniflunent,  and  when  he  was 
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on  horfe-back  he  anfwered  the  People  as  roguifhlyas 
I  told  you ;  but  being  come  to  the  Towns  end  he  was 
difmounted,  and  fent  packing.  Thus  were  we  rid  of 
one  Crew  of  Cheats,  but  truly,  if  all  the  Cheats  of  the 
Town  had  been  fo  ferved  as  this  was,  mine  Hoft  muft 
alfo  have  march'd  off,  who  had  he  had  his  due,  did 
as  juftly  deferve  it ;  but  it  is  the  little  fort  of  Knaves 
and  Rogues  that  are  punifhed,  the  greater  fcaping 
Scot-free,  as  now  mine  Hoft  did.  After  this  Trick 
we  had  another  that  was  altogether  as  pleafant,  and 
before  the  finifliing  of  it,  there  were  fome  pleafant 
paffages,  and  thus  it  was. 

A  Gentleman-Cheater  comes  to  our  houfe,  and 
ftays  there  aday;  walks  about  the  Town  to  finde  fome 
purchafe,  but  lofh  his  labor,  he  feeing  there  was  no 
money  to  be  had,  was  refolved  to  play  at  fmall  Game 
rather  than  ftand  out ;  and  fomewhat  therefore  he 
would  do  if  it  were  but  to  bear  his  'charges ;  he 
had  obferved  that  there  were  but  two  Shoemakers 
in  the  Town,  one  at  the  one  end,  and  the  other  at 
the  other  end  :  he  faw  they  were  well  furniflied  with 
boots  and  he  wanted  a  pair,  he  therefore  coming 
home  to  his  quarters,  fcnt  our  Boy  to  one  of  the 
Shoemakers  to  defire  him  to  come  to  our  houfe,  to 
bring  a  pair  of  boots  to  a  Gentleman ;  the  Sho-maker 
in  hopes  of  a  good  Cuftomer  returns  with  the  Boy, 
and  brings  two  or  three  pair,  our  Gentleman  trys 
them  on,  and  at  laft  is  pleas'd  with  one  pair,  only 
one  of  them  was  too  little  in  the  inftep,  for  that 
faid  the  Shoemaker,  it  is  a  fmall  fault,  and  I  can 
remedy  it  in  an  hours  time,  by  putting  it  on  the 
Laft ;  our  Gentleman  intending  that  fo  he  fliould, 
asked,  what  price.''  eighteen  fliillings  was  demanded, 
but  fifteen  was  the  price  agreed  upon  ;  well,  faid 
the  Gentleman,  carry  back  the  boot  that  is  fo  de- 
feflive,  and  put  it  on  the  Laft,  let  it  ftay  on  it  two 
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hours  at  leaft,  and  then  come  and  bring  it,  and  take 
your  money ;  very  good,  faid  the  Shoemaker,  and  fo 
taking  up  the  remainder  of  the  Boots  he  departed,  not 
diftrufling  any  thing,  and  not  thinking  any  man  who 
had  two  legs  could  much  advantage  himfclf  with  one 
fmgle  Boot.  Our  Gentleman  being  now  Mafler  of  one 
Boot,  was  refolved  to  have  another,  and  therefore 
he  again  calls  the  Boy,  and  dcfires  him  to  go  to  the  o- 
ther  Shoemaker,  and  wiflihim  to  come  andbringapair 
of  Boots  :  for,  faid  he,  the  other  Shoemaker  you 
brought  could  not  fit  me  ;  the  boy  believed  him,  not 
thinking  of  the  tranfa6lion,  it  being  done  privately  in 
his  Chamber  :  The  boy  went,  and  brings  the  other 
Shoemaker  with  him,  who  likewife  brought  two  or 
three  pairs  of  Boots ;  our  Gentleman  likewife  tries 
them,  and  chufing  that  pair  that  was  likeft  to  the  o- 
therhe  had,  he  likewifeagreed  with  the  Shoemaker  up- 
on price,  but  made  the  fame  exceptions  with  this  laft, 
as  he  had  done  with  thcformcr.advifinghim  toput  the 
Boot  on  the  Laft,  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  at  that 
time  to  come  exactly  and  receive  his  money  ;  away 
went  the  Shoemaker  with  the  reft  of  his  Boots,  leav- 
ing the  odd  one  behind, and  no  foonerwashe  gone  but 
he  draws  on  his  new  lioots,  and  calling  for  a  Reckon- 
ing, paid  it,  and  his  horfe  being  bridled  and  fadled  he 
mounted,  and  away  he  rode.  At  the  time  appointed 
both  the  Shoemakers  came,  fojuftly  together  that  they 
met  at  the  Gate  with  each  of  them  a  Boot  under  his 
Arm;  they  both  asked  for  our  Gentleman, but  liear- 
ing  he  was  fled  and  gone,  they  both  look'd  blank  upon 
the  matter;  mine  1  lullwasprefent, and  underftanding 
the  ftory  laughed  heartily  at  it;  they  knew  not  whi-- 
ther  they  fliould  be  angry  or  pleas'd,  but  being  both 
]>rc)thers  of  a  Trade  and  both  ferved  alike,  the)-  rr- 
folved    to    laugh    too,    though    it    were    but    wii'a 
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one  fide  of  their  mouths,  and  fo  they  fate  them  down 
and  drank  together;  onePotdrewdown  an  other,  and 
being  of  the  Gentle  Craft  they  were  both  good  fel- 
lows, and  at  length  a  Bottle  of  wine  they  call'd  for; 
mine  Hoft  feeing  them  in  a  merry  vain,  faid.  Gentle- 
men, I'le  make  a  proportion  to  you,  faith  fmce  the  Gent, 
hath  made  a  pair  of  two  odd  boots  do  you  fo  too  and 
let  thefe  as  the  other  two  go  together,  and  therefore 
fillip  up  Crofs  or  Pile  who  fhall  have  both;  I  but  laid 
one,  I  am  not  willing  to  hazard  my  Boot  for  nothing, 
therefore  thus  I  propofe  it ;  let  us  have  the  other  Bot- 
tle of  Wine,  and  then  let  us  fillip  Crofs  or  Pile 
and  take  our  chance,  and  he  that  hath  the  fortune  to 
haveboththeBootsfliall  paythe  Reckoning  ;  agreed, 
faid  the  other,  and  fo  they  proceeded  ;  and  he  whofe 
chance  it  was  to  have  both  the  Boots,  did  not  only  a- 
gree  to  pay  the  Reckoning,  but  alfo  called  for  another 
Bottle  of  Wine.  Mine  Hoft  ftillkept  them  company, 
and  helped  them  to  laugh  at  theP'rolickjand  nowthey 
were  gotten  into  fo  merry  a  Vein,  they  refolv'd  to  club 
for  the  other  Bottle,  Avhich  they  likewife  in  fliort 
time  drank  off.  MineHofthavingaDcfign  upon  them 
for  the  Boots,  feeing  them  merry,  faid  thus.  Gentle- 
men, I  made  one  propofition  to  you,  even  now  and  you 
agreed  upon  it;  I  have  another  to  make,  which  I  quef- 
tion  not  but  you  will  affent  to,  but  in  the  firft  place,  I 
pray  tell  me  the  juft  price  of  the  Boots  ;  truly,  rcpl}'- 
ed  thelMafler  of  them,  I  was  to  have  fifteen  fliillings  of 
the  Gentleman  for  them,  but  they  arc  really  worth 
fourteen  fliillings,  well  then,  replyed  mine  Hoft,  my 
Reckoning  comes  to  fix  fhillings  ;  nowif  }-ou  pleafe 
I'le  venture  my  Reckoning,  which  is  near  half  of  what 
your  Boots  are  worth  againft  them,  and  fillip  up 
Crofs  or  Pile  whether  I  fliall  have  the  Boots  for 
my    Reckoning    or    nothing ;    wc'l    make    no    dry 
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bargain  faid  the  third  perfon,  we'l  have  fome  Wine 
to  boot,  or  no  Boots  fliall  be  ventured  ;  well,  faid 
mine  Hoft,  then  I  will  add  another  bottle  of  Wine 
to  the  Reckoning  ;  and  thus  all  Parties  being  agreed, 
Crofs  and  Pile  being  fillip'd  up,  mine  Hoft  had  his 
Chance,  and  the  Boots;  and  thus  he  gained  what  the  o- 
ther  loft,  and  neither  of  the  Shoemakers  could  laugh 
at  oneanothcr  for  their  lofs  was  equal;  and  thus  was 
this  pair  of  liquor'd  Boots  converted  into  liquor,  and 
that  drank  up,  and  this  was  the  end  of  the  adventure 
of  the  Boots  fortheprcfcnt.but  it  was  not  quite  finifh- 
ed,  for  mine  Hoft  who  again  had  fome  bufmefs  at  the 
AfTizcs,  went  to  the  Country  Town  where  it  was 
kept,  and  there  he  met  with  one  of  thcShoemakershis 
Neighbour  ;  he  had  then  the  fame  Boots  on  that  he 
had  ina  mannergain'd  by  chance;  and  therefore  re- 
membring  the  Jcft,  they  went  in  to  drink  at  the  next 
Two-pot  houfe  ;  there  they  were  jeftingand  laughing 
at  the  paffage  of  the  Boots,  when  on  a  fudden  mine 
Hoft  looking  out  of  the  Window  call'd  to  the  Shoe- 
maker, look  you  here  quickly,  and  I  think  I  can  fliew 
you  your  Boot-Merchant;  the  Shoemaker  look'd  out 
and  fawhim,for  it  was  he  indeed,  with  the  very  lioots 
on  his  Leggs  ;  he  was  walking  by,  in  company  of  o- 
thcrs,  who  by  their  Garbs  and  Mien  did  fcem  to  be 
perfons  of  Quality  :  The  Shoemaker  would  have  run 
(Hit  prefently  and  feized  on  him,  but  mine  Hoft  would 
not  permit  it,on]}-advifing  him  to  follow  him. and  fee 
him  hous'd  ;  The  Shoemaker  followed  mine  Holl's  di- 
rect ions,  and  faw  his  Quarters,  and  upon  enquiry  found 
that  he  was  to  continue  there  for  fome  time;  where- 
fore he  returned  to  mine  Holt,  and  acquainted  him 
of  his  intelligence  ;  they  thereupon  advifetl  together 
A\hat  molt  convenient  to  be  done,  and  concluded  that 
mine  I  loll  Ihould  go  into  his  companv,  and  accjuaint 
INI   2 
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him  that  the  Shoemaker  expe6led  fatisfa6lion  for  his 
Boots,  and  it  may  be  he  is  a  Gentleman  of  QuaHty, 
and  only  did  it  in  a  Frollick,  and  will  now  pay  well 
enough  for  it;  but,  faid  mine  Hoft,if  I  finde  him  to  be 
otherwife,  we  can  foon  have  a  Warrant  to  apprehend 
him,  and  have  him  puniflied ;  this  was  reckoned  to  be 
fober,and  thebeft  advice,  and  accordingly  it  was  man- 
aged ;  for  that  evening  mine  Hoft  feeing  him  walking 
alone  in  the  Inn  Yard,  went  and  fpake  to  him,  telling 
him  if  he  were  not  miflaken  he  thought  he  knew  him ; 
our  Gentleman  furveying  of  mine  Hofl,  reply'd,  cer- 
tainly no,  but  however  if  he  would  go  into  a  Room,  he 
would  gladly  drink  with  him  ;  to  this  mine  Hoft  con- 
fented,  they  being  come  into  a  Room,  drank  and 
fmoak'd  together  ;  mine  Hoft  again  asking  him  if  he 
w^erenot  long  fmce  at  our  Town?  yes,  faid  the  Gentle- 
man, and  I  pray  you,  where  did  you  lodge  ?  at  fuch 
an  Inn,  reply'd  the  Gentleman,  and  naming  ours  ;  why 
then,  reply'd  mine  Hoft,  I  am  not  miftaken.and  if  yoa 
plcafe  to  call  to  mind  you  mayremember  metobethe 
Mafterof  the  Houfe  ;  Oh  !  I  cry  you  mercy,  reply'd 
the  Gentleman,  now  I  know  you,  I  did  partly  remem- 
ber you,  but  could  not  call  to  mind  where  I  had  feen 
you  ;  but  I  pray  what  affair  has  brought  you  hither  ? 
no  great  matter,  reply'd  mine  Hoft,  only  a  little  curi- 
ofity  ;  that's  well,  faid  the  Gentleman  :  but,  faid  mine 
Hoft,  methinks  your  Boots  and  mine  look  as  if  they 
were  fomcwhat  of  kin  together,  I  pray  where  did  you 
buy  them  ?  Why  ?  that  may  well  be,  reply'd  our 
Gentleman,  for  I  bought  them  in  yourTown;  but  Sir, 
I  pray  (be  not  angry)  faid  mine  Hoft,  did  you  ever 
pay  for  them  ?  Why  do  you  ask  ?  faid  the  Gentle- 
man, becaufe,faid  mine  Hoft,  if  you  did,  then  you  are 
flandercd  and  abufcd,  and  what  if  I  did  not  pay 
for  them  ?    faid  the   Gentleman ;    why    then,   faid 
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mine  Hoft,  you  are  befl  to  do  it,  for  the  men  of  whom 
you  had  them  are  both  my  Neighbours;  well,  well, 
faid  the  Gentleman,  no  moreof  this,  forlpaid  for  them 
as  much  as  I  will  do:  mine  Hoft  feeing  him  fo  abfolute, 
faid  no  more  to  him  of  that  matter,  but  drank  off  their 
drink,  and  club'd  for  their  Reckoning,  which  beingpaid 
he  again  at  parting  faid  thus;  Sir,  it  will  be  for  your 
Credit  to  pay  for  the  Boots,  I  know  all  the  ftory,  and 
if  you  will  not  pay  now,  one  time  or  other  you  will 
be  forc'd  to  it  to  your  Cofl,  and  Trouble ;  do  not  you 
trouble  your  head  with  that,  repiied  the  Gentleman, 
let  it  alone  till  that  day  comes;  take  your  own  courfe 
faid  mine  Hoft;  and  you  yours,  faid  the  Gentleman, 
and  fo  they  parted.  Mine  Hoft  having  had  this  huff- 
ing anfwer,  made  further  enquiry  what  this  perfon 
was,  and  found  that  he  was  no  better  than  a  Cheat, 
and  one  that  came  thither  for  no  other  purpofe,  he 
therefore  tells  his  neighbour  the  Shocmakerof  all  paff- 
agcs,  and  advifes  him  to  get  a  Warrant  to  apprehend 
him,  and  carry  him  before  the  Judge;   He  who  was 
forward  enough  before,  now  went  dire6llyand  made 
his  Complaint  to  the  Judge  that  evening,  telling  him 
all  the  Circumftance  of  the  matter  ;  the  Judge  asked 
him  if  he  had  enquired  what  c[ualit\'he  was  of?  he  an- 
fwered,  yes,  he  was  fuf[)eclccl  to  be  no  better  than  a 
Pick-pocket,   or   Cut-purfe :    well  then   rei)lied   the 
Judge,  bring  him  hither  to  morrow  morning  before  I 
goto  the  Court;  ourShoemaker  did  not  fail  in  a  tittle, 
but  the  next  morning  feized  on  him  in  his  Chamber, 
and  carried  him  immediately  beforethe  Judge;  when 
they  came  there,  the  Shoemaker  made  hisComi)laint, 
and  mine  Hofl  was  there  prefent,  not  only  to  juitifie 
it,  but  to  produce  the  very  fellows,  which  indeed  were 
eafily  enough  to  be  known  to  be  fo,  and  fo  they  man- 
aged their  evidence  that  the  Gentleman-Cheat  had 
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little  or  nothing  to  fay  for  himfelf,  and  therefore  he 
was  committed  to  Prifon.  Ithappenedatthistimethat 
the  Judge  had  a  Kinfman  with  him  who  was  fome- 
what  wilde,  and  only  rid  about  the  progrefs  with  him 
to  fee  fafhions,  and  he  had  one  fcurvy  humor,  which 
was  this;  he  had  a  good  Efl;ate,andwas  full  of  mony; 
and  therefore  in  a  prodigal  vapouring  way,  he  would 
carry  a  Purfe  with  near  a  hundred  pieces  of  Gold  in  it, 
in  his  pocket,  and  this  he  would  always  carry  about 
with  him,  and  upon  all  occafions.though  never  fo  trivial 
he  would  be  drawing  his  Purfe, and  fhewing  his  Gold, 
this  was  his  Cuftom ;  and  the  Judge  his  Unkle  know- 
ing it,  had  oft  times  chid  him  for  it,  telling  him  that 
one  time  or  other  he  would  have  his  Pocket  pick'd  and 
lofe  it ;  he  would  not  take  any  warning,  but  ftill  re- 
plied he  would  warrant  none  could  pick  his  pocket, 
fo  that  his  Unkle  the  Judge  did  wifli  many  times  that 
he  might  lofe  it;  and  fo  be  broken  of  that  foolifh  vain- 
glorious humor.  Our  Cheat  being  now  in  Prifon,  his 
Companions,  who  were  all  Workmen  in  the  fame 
Trade,  were  very  much  troubled  athis  lofs,bccaufehe 
would  have  done  them  much  fervice,  and  to  be  fo  taken 
up  for  fo  trivial  a  matter  as  a  pair  of  Boots  much  vex- 
ed them,  and  they  knew  there  was  no  recovering  him 
without  the  Judges  favour ;  they  therefore  refolved 
to  put  themfelves  in  the  beft  Equipage  they  could,  and 
go  to  him,  accordingly  that  night  they  went,  and  told 
him  they  were  humble  Petitioners  to  his  Honour,  for 
a  poor  friend  of  theirs  whom  his  Honour  had  commit- 
ed  about  a  pair  of  Boots,  and  they  hoped  his  Honour 
would  relcafe  him  ;  bccaufe  they  very  well  knew 
he  was  wrongfully  accufed,  being  a  Gentleman 
by  birth,  and  of  a  very  good  Houfe,  &c.  To 
this  the  Judge  gave  ear,  and  told  them  that  he 
very  well   underflood    the  quality  of  their  friend  ; 
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and  theirs  alfo,  but,  faid  he,  for  once  I  fliall  pafs  by 
this  bufinefs  upon  one  Condition  ;  to  this  they  re- 
ply'd,  any  Condition  he  plcafcd  ;  he  then  bein<T  re- 
folved  what  to  do,  commanded  all  his  Servants  and 
Attendants  out  of  the  Room;  and  told  them  he  well 
underftood  their  qualities,  and  had  occafion  to  make 
ufe  of  them  in  an  Affair,  telling  them  that  he  had  fuch 
a  one  his  Kinfman,  who  carried  a  Purfe  of  money  in 
his  Pocket,  now,  faid  he,  I  would  have  feme  of  you  to 
follow  him,  and  get  it  from  him,  and  bring  it  to  me 
untouch'd,  and  then  I  promife  not  only  to  pardon 
you,  but  alfo  to  deliver  your  friend  to  you:  They 
hearing  the  Judges  Propofition,  ftar'd  one  upon  ano- 
ther, not  knowing  what  anfwer  to  give,  where- 
fore he  again  told  them  that  this  he  expc6led  from 
them,  or  elfe  their  friend  fliould  fufifer,  they  thought 
fit  to  anfwer  him  with  filence,  and  fo  departed ;  when 
they  were  gone,  they  confultcd  together  what 
was  to  be  done,  and  believing  there  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  nor  harm  in  the  doing  it,  rcfolv'd 
to  effeft  it  accordingly  :  And  therefore  the  next 
morning  they  waited  at  the  Judges  Door,  and  fee- 
ing his  Kinfman,  they  found  means  to  perform 
their  Entcrprizc,  and  got  the  Purfe  of  Gold 
without  any  confidcrable  difficulty,  and  forth- 
with pretending  bufinefs  to  the  Judge,  they  deliver- 
ed it  to  him ;  henodded  themananfwer,advifing  them 
to  come  to  him  inthe  evening;  theydid  fo.andhegave 
them  a  Difcharge  for  their  friend;  but  that  he  might 
do  equal  juftice,  he  commanded  them  to  pay  the 
Shoemaker  for  the  lioots,  and  gave  them  a  piece  of 
Goldtodrink;  the)' veiy  thankfully  received  it  anddid 
accordingly.  Tlie  Judges  Kinfman  being  now  come 
out  of  the  Court  had  occafion  for  moneys, 
but  feeking   his  purfe   found   he  had   loll   it  ;    this 
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perplexed  him  to  the  heart ;  but  although  the  lofs  was 
confiderable,  yet  the  vexation  that  his  unkle  muft 
know  it  was  more;  he  was  exceeding  melanchol- 
ly  and  difcontented ;  and  his  Unkle  enquired  and  fent 
for  him,  yet  he  would  hardly  come  into  his  prefence  : 
his  Unkle  knew  well  enough  what  difeafe  he  was  fick 
of;  but  however  he  asked  him  againandagainwhathe 
ailed  ?  and  what  was  the  matter?  he  ftill  anfwered  him 
withfilence,  and  turning  away  his  head.  Supper  time 
being  come,  they  fate  down  together,  but  the  young 
man  would  not  eat  a  bit;  what  will  you  eat?  faid  his 
Unkle,  nothing,  faid  he :  go  fetch  me  a  difh  of  Partrid- 
ges, faid  the  Judge;  it  is  a  difh  I  know  you  love:  the 
meat  was  brought,  but  the  young  man  could  eat  no- 
thing: youfhall  eat,  faid  his  Unkle  before  you  rife,  and 
I  will  have  a  difli  fliall  pleafe  you ;  and  therefore,  faid 
he  to  the  waiters,  go  bring  up  the  Difh  I  commanded 
fhould  be  laft  brought  up ;  they  thereupon  went  down, 
and  brought  up  a  difh  covered ;  come  Coufm,  faid  the 
Old  man,  eat  fome  of  this;  I  cannot  faid  the  kinfman, 
you  muft  and  fliall,  faid  the  Unkle,  and  I  pray  uncover 
the  difh  and  ferve  me  fome :  the  young  man  feeing  his 
Unkle  fo  importunate,  and  believing  becaufe  the  difh 
was  covered,  that  it  might  be  a  difli  of  ftew'd  apples, 
refolv'd  to  uncov^er  the  difli,  and  fatisfie  his  Unkle  by 
eating  a  little  of  that;  wherefore  at  his  Unkle's  im- 
portunity he  uncover'd  the  difli ;  when  he  beheld  in- 
ftead  of  ftew'd  apples  there  was  a  better  fort  of  fruit, 
it  was  his  own  Purfe  of  Gold;  he  no  fooner  faw  it: 
how, faid  his  Unkle,  I  told  you  I  would  pleafe  you  be- 
fore you  did  rife  from  fupper,  and  I  think  I  have  done 
fo.  The  young  man  fmiling  thanked  him,  and  then 
reaching  to  the  difli  of  Partridges,  he  fell  too  luftily, 
and  did  eat  as  hearty  a  meal  as  ever;  thus  did  the  re- 
covery of  his  Purfe  of  Gold  recover  his  ftomack,  as 
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indeed  I  think  it  would  do  any  others,  it  being  to  him 
and  all  others  as  good  a  Sawce  as  a  Cordial.  And  now 
although  the  young  man  was  well  enough  pleafed  that 
he  had  recovered  his  purfe,  yet  he  was  vexed  that  his 
Unklefhouldthusdifcoverhisfolly,andftudyedhowhe 
might  be  revenged  on  his  Unkle ;  he  knew  very  well 
that  his  purfe  was  taken  from  him  by  fome  cunning 
cheat,  and  that  by  his  Unkles  confent ;  and  it  was  not 
long  c're,  upon  enquiry,  he  found  out  the  manner,  and 
alfo  the  People  who  did  it ;  he  gave  them  therefore  a 
piece  to  drink,  and  told  them  that  he  would  give  them 
twenty  pounds  more,  if  they  would  do  him  one  piece 
of  fcrvice ;  they  feeing  there  was  money  coming,  pro- 
mifed  him  to  do  anything  in  their  powers;  he  then 
told  them  that  it  was  indeed  a  high  attempt,  but  he 
would  pay  them  as  largely,  and  fave  them  harmlefs; 
and  this  it  was,  he  would  have  them  pick  the  Pocket  of 
the  Judge  as  he  fate  on  the  Bench:  they  told  him  it 
was  both  difficult  and  dangerous ;  as  for  the  difficulty, 
faid  he,  I'le  make  fuch  means  that  one  of  you  fliall  come 
near  him,  and  for  the  danger,  I  will  take  of  his  anger, 
and  pay  you  as  I  have  faid :  to  this  they  at  length  con- 
fented  and  the  next  day  put  in  execution ;  for  when 
the  Judge  was  moft  bufie  in  examining  Witncffcs,  he 
that  was  the  Artifb  that  was  to  perform  this,  ap- 
proaches the  Bench:  the  young  Man  fitting  next 
the  Judge  his  Unkle,  beckons  the  Pick-pocket, 
and  he  comes  up,  and  under  pretence  of  whifper- 
ing  the  young  man  in  the  ear,  he  pickt  the  Old 
Mans  Pocket,  and  carryed  off  the  I'urfe  cleverly  ; 
when  he  had  fo  done  he  defcended,  and  ftood  among 
the  otiicr  Spectators.  In  fhort  time  after  the  caufes 
were  heard,  and  one  man  who  had  laid  long  in  prifon, 
only  for  his  fees,  petition'd  the  Judge  to  mitigate  and 
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leffen  them  that  he  might  be  able  topay  them,\vhere's 
the  Jaylor?  faid  the  Judge;  here  my  Lord,  faid  the 
Jaylor ;  v/hat  Fees  do  you  demand  of  this  poor  man  ? 
faid  the  Judge;  twenty  fhilHngs  my  Lord,  if  it  pleafe 
you,  and  it  is  no  more  than  your  what  Lorfhip  order'd 
me  at  the  loweft ;  then  faid  my  Lord,  you  muft  have 
fo  much ;  I  cannot  help  it ;  I  muft  not  make  Laws  one 
day  and  break  them  another,  I  had  rather  pay  the  mo- 
ney out  of  my  own  purfe  than  do  fo.  His  Kinfman 
who  fate  next  him,  thought  this  was  a  very  good  op- 
portunity to  fpeak,  and  therefore  thus  he  faid ;  May  it 
pleafe  honour;  I  had  good  Fortune  yefterday  as  your 
Lordfliip  knows,  and  therefore  am  refolv'd  to  do  fome 
charitable  Acl,  and  I  think  this  of  releafmg  this  poor 
Prifoner  who  lies  for  his  Fees,  will  be  none  of  the 
leaft:  wherefore  whereas  your  Honor  motions  pay- 
ing all  this  poor  mans  Fees,  I  make  this  offer,  that  if 
you  pleafe  to  pay  one  ten  fliillings,Iwillpaythe  other, 
that  the  poor  man  may  be  difcharged :  a  very  good 
motion,  faid  the  Judge.  The  young  man  foon  found 
the  way  to  his  Purfe,  and  pull'd  out  an  Angel ;  but 
the  Judge  although  he  fearched  both  Pockets,  could 
find  neither  money  nor  Purfe,  he  was  therefore  much 
furprized  not  knowing  what  to  fay,  nor  think,  but 
quickly  recolle6ling  himfelf,  thus  he  fpake,  I  am 
fure,  my  friends,  when  I  came  in  hither  I  had  a  Purfe 
of  money  in  my  pocket,  but  now  I  cannot  finde  it,  he 
that  hath  taken  it  from  mewhilel  was  here  fitting,  was 
his  Crafts-Mafter,  and  very  bold,  but  I  queftion  not 
but  I  fliall  find  him,  I  have  fo  good  f!<ill  in  Phyfiogno- 
niy,  that  I  know  a  Knave  by  his  looks,  therefore  I  de- 
fire  you  all  there  below  to  look  on  me,  every  one  did 
fo,  expecting  what  the  Judge  would  do,  v.ho  by  and 
by  whifpering  to  the  Juftice  that  fate  next  him,  at 
length  arofe,  and  faid,  look  you  ^^laftcr  Juftice,  if  I  am 
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not  deceived,  yonder  fcllowwith  the  ftraw  in  his  beard 
hathmy  Purfe;  all  the  People  ftared  one  upon  another, 
and  the  Cheat  that  had  the  Purfe  being  confcious  of 
his  guilt,  doubting  he  was  known  to  the  Judge,  and 
that  he  had  a  ftraw  in  his  beard,  he  lifting  up  his  hand 
ftroaked  it  to  wipe  it  away,  fuppofing  by  that  means 
to  pafs  undifcovered,but  that  difcovercd  him ;  for  the 
Judgewhohad  a  quick  eye, and  expe6ledthat  motion, 
faw,  and  obferved  it, thereupon  pointed  to  him,  faying, 
that  is  he:  it  was  now  too  late  to  fly,  for  the  Jaylor 
foon  feizcd  him,  and  upon  fearch  found  the  Purfe  in 
his  Pocket.  The  Purfe  was  given  to  the  Judge,  who 
told  out  ten  (hillings  to  the  Jaylor  for  the  Poor  mans 
P'ees,  and  ordered  him  to  difcharge  him,  and  in  his 
Room  to  take  away  that  bold  Delinquent  that  had 
pick'd  his  Pocket;  he  did  fo,  neither  did  his  kinfman 
contradi6l  him  in  the  open  Court,  but  when  he  came 
liome  he  told  him  all  the  management,  and  dcfired  a 
difcharge  for  the  Prifoner ;  the  Judge  knowing  that  it 
was  done  but  in  jell;,  granted  his  difcharge,  and  the 
Kinfmen  fcnt  that,  and  the  promifed  twenty  pounds, 
and  Fees  fur  difcharge  of  the  Prifoner. 
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CHAP.     XV. 

TJie  HoJIefs's  Daughter  being  courted  by  an  ignorant 
poetical  Lover;  he  brings  a  Soldier  with  him  who  be- 
com  ing intimately  acqnain ted  with  Mijlrcjs  Dorothy 
relates  to  Iter ;  hozv  he  by  pretending  to  be  a  Cunning- 
man  and  raijinga  Spirit,  had furniflied  JiimCclf,  his 
Landlord  and  Landlady  with  a  plentiful  Supper, 
which  had  been  provided  at  the  Cojl  of  another. 

THus  did  thefe  Cheats  makethebeftof  a  bad  mar- 
ket, for  being  at  the  firfb  obftrucled  in  their  de- 
figns  by  their  Companions  Imprifonment,  they  were 
at  a  lofs,  and  they  got  Httle  money  this  bout  but  what 
the  Judge  and  his  Kinfman  gave  them,  and  the  people 
who  were  prefent  at  this  bold  adventure  of  picking  the 
Judges  pocket  on  the  Bench,  were  very  curious  of  their 
own,  and  for  the  future  had  fome  what  more  than  or- 
dinary to  talk  of;  but  mine  Hoftwho  knew  more  of 
the  matter  than  ordinary,  made  rare  fport  with  this 
ftory  at  his  return,  and  the  Shoemaker  who  hath  re- 
ceiv'd  fatisfaction  for  the  lofs  of  his  Boot,  having  had 
money  for  the  other,  bymine  Hofts  appointment  fent 
for  the  other  Shoemaker  his  fellow  Tradefman,  and 
ordinary  Charges  being  dedu6ted,  gave  him  the  one 
half;  but  mine  H  oft  fo  ordered  the  matter,  that  as  they 
began,  fo  they  ended  in  drink,  and  fpent  all  the\"  had 
received  at  our  houfe,  and  thus  ended  the  adventure  of 
the  boots.  Miftrefs  Dorothy  now  ftopping,  and  we 
thereby  finding  that  flie  had  concluded  her  difcourfe, 
we  took  the  liberty  of  laughing,  and  wondring  at  what 
fhe  had  told  us,  and  therefore  defired  her  to  give  her 
felf  the  trouble  to  relate  fome  more  adventures  to  us, 
but  flie  told  us  in  plain  terms  that  flie  had  done, 
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and  that  we  were  toexpe6lnomorefromher.  I  hear- 
ing her  fo  peremptory  in  her  reply,  told  her  that  we 
had  been  very  much  engaged  to  her,  for  the  extra- 
ordinary pains  fhe  had  taken  inthefe  feveral  relations; 
but  yet  I  muft  need  add  this,  that  as  yet  fhe  had  not 
fully  performed  her  promife,  for  fhe  had  promis'd  to 
give  us  an  account  of  all  the  family,  when  as,  if  I  am 
not  mifhaken  flie  had  faid  little  or  nothing  of  two  per- 
fons,  whom  I  fuppofed  to  be  very  confiderable,  and 
that  was  the  Son  and  Daughter;  and  therefore  I  made 
it  my  requcft  to  her,  that  flie  would  recolleft  her  felf, 
and  relate  to  us  fomewhat  of  them,  becaufe  indeed 
they  were  a  little  active  while  they  liv'd  at  home  with 
their  father  and  mother,  but  after  they  went  abroad 
in  the  world  they  were  very  remarkable,  (and  continued 
flie)  fmce  their  leaving  their  father  and  mother,  and 
my  leaving  the  houfe  were  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
and  one  the  fame  occafion  I  fliall  now  give  you  an 
account  of  it,  and  then  fhe  thus  proceeded. 

One  young  Man  and  Maid  living  in  a  houfe  where 
fomuch  roguery  was  a6lcd,mufl  needs  bewell  enough 
expericnc'd  to  acl  their  Parts,  but  they  were  fo  warily 
looked  after  by  their  Mother,  that  it  was  almoft  im- 
poffibie  to  exercife  their  Talent  at  home,  and  the 
young  man  by  rcafon  of  the  danger  of  the  War,  and 
leaft  he  Ihould  be  taken  Prifoner  and  fcrved  as  his 
Father  was,  was  enforced  to  keep  home  and  ramble 
but  little,  but  his  Sifter  lefs,  not  being  permitted  to 
go  any  way  out  of  the  Town.  And  although  many 
Guells  who  came  to  our  houfe  faw  her,  and  liked  her 
marvelloufly  well,  (for  indeed  flie  was  handfom)  and 
would  have  made  love  to  her,  yet  her  Mother  know- 
ing the  danger  by  her  own  experience,  watch'd  her 
too  narrowly  to  permit  it,  and  was  refolved  to  ufe 
her   bell;    endeavor    to    preferve   the    Jewel  of  her 
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daughters  maiden-head  until  fhe  fhould  be  lawfully- 
married.  She  being  kept  up  fo  ftriclly  had  few 
Suiters,  only  one  in  the  Town,  who  was  a  Farmers 
Son  had  a  moneths  mind  to  her,  and  having  read 
the  famous  Hiftory  of  Tom  Tlmnib,  and  from  thence 
proceeding  to  Fortimatus,  and  then  to  the  moft 
admirable  Hiftory  of  Dorajliis  and  Faivtiia,  was  in- 
fe6led  with  Poetry  and  Love  both  at  once,  and  abfo- 
lutely  believing  that  all  he  read  was  really  true,  did 
wifh  himfelf  to  be  as  fortunate  zsFortunatus  himfelf, 
and  fmce  he  could  not  meetwiththat  blind  Lady /^(?r- 
twie  to  prefent  him  with  fuch  a  Purfe,  he  did  however 
refolve  to  be  as  abfolute  a  \ov&X2.'s>DoraJliis ;  and  now 
nothing  to  that  accompliftiment  being  wanting  but  a 
Miftrifs  who  fhould  be  \{\?>Faivnia,  he  found  out  our 
Pretty  Miftrefs  Peggy  my  Hoftefs's  Daughter  (Hers 
I  may  boldly  call  her,  but  mine  Hoft's  I  dare  not,  the 
Cafe  being  doubtful, by  what  I  have  already  relatedto 
you)  a  Miftrefs  being  found  for  our  Swain,  he  made 
fomeaddreffes  to  her,  and  was  permitted  by  the  Mother 
to  more  freedom  than  any,  becaufe  the  youth  was  not 
only  indifferent  handfome,but  rich,  and  mine  Hoftefs 
was  pretty  free  that  they  fhould  ftrike  up  a  match  to- 
gether ;  I  was  ftill  defired  to  keep  Company  with  thefe 
Lovers,  but  I  had  much  ado  to  forbear  laughing  out- 
right when  I  heard  his  Courtfliip,  all  his  language  was 
Stuff  ftoln  out  of  the  books  he  had  read ;  and  when  he 
was  anfwered  by  Miftrefs  Peggy,  or  any  queftion  pro- 
pounded by  me  to  him  in  any  ordinary  or  different 
Dialect,  he  was  as  deaf  as  a  Bell-founder,  and  was  not 
able  to  anfwer  us  ;  I  being  refolved  to  make  fport  with 
him,  told  him  that  1  thought  he  would  do  main!}-  well 
if  he  would  apply  his  fancy  to  writing  of  Poetry,  and 
as  an  effay  I  advifcd  him  to  write  a  Letter  to  Miftrefs 
Peggy  in  Verfe,  he  thanked  me  for  my  advice,  and 
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defir'd  myfriend-fhipand  faidthat  hewould  go  imme- 
diately home  and  exercife  himfelf  in  Poetry, and  fo  he 
faid,  and  fo  he  did,  for  behold  the  next  morning  Mi- 
ftrefsP^^^  received  a  Letter  from  him,  which  we  both 
read  and  laugh'd  at,  for  it  was  fo  fooliflily  forced,  con- 
ceited, and  nonfenfical  that  have  I  much  ado  to  re- 
member the  words,  but  having  often  repeated  them, 
I  fhall  now  relate  them  to  you. 

Madam, 

EVcr  till  I  fazv  tJicc  my  heart  ivas  Jlill  at  reft, 
Little  did  I  tliiiik  one  Female  could  have  pier c  t 
Either  Heart  or  Bowels,  that  on  thee  doth  zuajle, 
So  fad  all  faint  and  feeble  grozo  tvithin  viy  brefl ; 
Alas,  it  is  pity  tJiat  forroiv  to  me  Jhould  eojne, 
For  to  tell  you  the  truth  as  yet  I  am  but  very  young, 
And  to  exprefs  my  felf  I  want  a  better  tongue ; 
But  I  ca)i  truly  and  fad ly  fay  that  only  you 
Arc  f lie  that  hath  brought  me  to  grief  and  for  j-oiv  too 
Brave  Vertues  that  arc  in  this  lovely  Damfel  found 
A  t  the firfl  fight  gave  my  poor  heart  a  defperate  wound. 
You  have  my  fences  very  much  decaf  d 
]Vith  love,  that  at  one  time  they  will  be  all  d if  maid 
Long  of  the  tender  love  that  to  you  I  do  bear, 
Even  now  I  will  make  and  end  my  only  Dear. 

Your  true  Lover, 

/..  M. 

We  all  lau;^^hc(l  hcaiiil}'  at  this  iion-fcnfical  ?i.\\{'^, 
and  I  told  niiltrcrs  Doi-othy  that  furc  llic  was  inif- 
takcn  in  the  recital  of  thcfc  vcrfcs,  aiiti  that  thc\- 
Were  to  be  faid  backwards,  for  that  v,a\-es  that  Ihc 
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repeated  them  I  difcovered  the  humour  of  our  Poe- 
tical Lover,  and  Miftrefs  Peggy  by  my  diredlions 
returned  him  this  anfwer. 

Amorous  Friend, 

TIs  imich  you  Jlioidd  reeeive  tivo  infections  at  once, 
the  one  Love,  the  other  Poetry,  but  it  is  not  very 
Jlrange  Jince  they  covunonly  accompany  one  ajiother, 
but  He  affure  you  'tis  dangero2is,  for  you  know  tJie 
old  Proverb,  that  fad  are  the  effc6ls  ofLovQ  and  Peafe 
Porridge  ;  and  befides  Poetry  is  commonly  attended 
with  Poverty,  but  after  a  flricl  perufal  of  your  poetick 
Fancies,  I  find  there  is  no  great  danger  i?i  your 
poetick  i7ifc6lion,  for  unlefs  you  improve  your 
felf  mightily  it  will  be  a  long  time  ere  you  be  a  com- 
pleat  Poet,  and  f  nee  your  Poetry  and  Love  came  to- 
gether, it  will  be  as  long  ere  you  be  a  compleat  Lover; 
flow  if  you  Jiave  flill  a  mi)id  to  prof  ecu  te  tJicfe  two 
Defigns,  of  Love  and  Poetry,  L  advife  you  to  make 
ufe  of  fome  other  more  fit  and  fublime  object  t/uzt 
may  raife  yo?ir  fancy  to  a  higher  pitch  of  eloquence, 
or  at  leafi  zvife  fenfe,  as  you  have  been  in  verfe.  / 
return  this  anfwer  to  you  in  profc,  and  as  you  like 
this  you  viay  profecute your  Defigns  of  Love  and  Po- 
etry, with  fome  other  Object,  but  I  pray  give  no  more 
trouble  to 

Your  Frind, 

M.  S. 
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This  to  the  befl  of  my  remembrance  was  the  anfwer 
to  our  Lovers  poetical  Letter,  and  although  what  we 
writ  might  have  been  enough  to  have  dallied  the  de- 
figns  of  any  other,  yet  our  Lover  came  very  confi- 
dently that  evening,  and  thanked  his  Miftrefs  for 
receiving  his  Letter,  and  anfwering  it;  telling  her 
that  he  did  acknowledge  he  had  not  as  yet  any  great 
Skill  in  Poetry,  but  he  had  written  his  bcft,  and  in- 
tended and  hoped  in  the  next  to  mend  it,  and  fo  he 
proceeded  in  his  troublcfome  Love-Suit.  Our  Cook- 
maid  coming  into  the  room  where  we  were,  and 
having  feen  the  Love  Letter,  it  being  made  no  fecret, 
told  us  that  file  had  a  Love  Letter  fent  her  not  long 
fmce,  which  in  her  opinion  was  better  than  that;  and 
we  believing  that  there  muft  be  fomewhat  in  it 
worth  the  feeing,  commanded  her  to  fetch  it,  and 
giving  it  into  my  hands,  I  read  thefe  words. 

Madam, 

I  H ope  tJic  Bj-aius  of  your  Beauty  being  hoyVdiii  t  Ju- 
ly eitle  of  Kiuduefs  zoith  tlie  Beef  of  Bounty,  may 
at  lengtliprovea  dijh  for  viy  dyet,  fo  that  the  Mai  roie- 
bone  of  your  3laidenhead  being  crack\i  leith  the 
Chopping-knife of  viy  Courage,  nutyupon  the  Trenelur 
of  Truth  deelare  hoiu  I  love  you  ;  let  not  the  mined 
meat  of  JModefly  baked  in  the  Oven  of  Hatred  in  the 
Cruji  of  Coynefs  cauje  my  Denial,  hjl  the  Dagger  of 
Death  being  drenehed  in  the  T>arrel  of  my.  Blood  may 
licilh  the  Spiggot  draw  forth  the  Liquor  of  my  Life. 


Yours  more  than  his  own, 

T.  7. 

N 
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This  Letter  pleas'd  me  more  than  the  former,  and  I 
told  her  that  herSvveet-heartwasingeniousandwitty, 
for  he  had  courted  her  in  her  own  language,  and  made 
ufe  of  fuch  words  fhe  underflood,  and  that  in  my  opi- 
nion it  was  far  better  to  do  fo  than  to  be  altogether  fo 
poetical  as  to  make  mocks  of  their  Miftreffes  by  com- 
paring their  fore-heads  to  Alablafter,  their  eyes  to 
Diamonds, their lipstoCoral,and  fuch  kind  offantafti- 
cal  fimilies,  our  Lover  was  of  my  opinion,  and  was  fo 
taken  with  the  Cook-maids  Letter  that  he  defired  to 
copy  it,  and  fo  he  did ;  and  while  he  was  thus  employ- 
ed, I  remembred  that  I  had  a  paper  of  verfes  that 
would  employ  all  his  fenfes  to  underftand,  and  it  may 
be  puzzle  him  ;  and  therefore  fetch'd  it,  and  he  hav- 
ing copyed  the  other  lines,  I  fliewed  him  thefe. 

1  Jaw  a  Peacock  luitk  a  fiery  Tail 
I  fazu  a  Blazing  Jlar  that  dropt  doiun  Hail 
I  fazo  a  Cloud  begirt  ivith  Tey  round 
I  fazu  a  Sturdy  Oak  creep  on  the  ground 
I  fazo  a  Pifniire  fzvallozv  tip  a  Whale 
I  fazu  a  brackifii  Sea  brimfidl  of  Ale 
I  fazu  a  Venice  glafs  fixteen  yards  deep 
I  fazo  a  Well  full  of  mens  tears  that  zvcep 
I  fazo  mens  Eyes  all  on  a  flaming  fire 
I  fazo  a  Honfe  big  as  the  Moon  and  higher 
I  fazu  the  Sun  all  red  even  at  midnight 
I  fazu  the  man  tJuit  fazv  this  dreadful  fight. 

And  moft  dreadful  it  was  indeed,  faid  our  Lover, 
if  it  were  true,  but  however  (continued  he)  the  Verfes 
are  very  good,  and  I  pray  let  me  have  a  copy  of  them  ; 
whichlpermittedhim  to  take;  and  he  rcadthcmover, 
and  over  again  without  underflanding  the  ^Vlyflcry,  but 
the  more  he  read,  the  more  he  feemed  to  wonder  at  the 
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ftrangenefs  of  the  feveral  fights,  and  faid,  fure  this  is 
impoffible,  not  at  all.faid  I, and  if  you  will  laytcn  fliil- 
lings  to  be  fpent,  I  will  make  it  out  to  you  before  you 
go,  that  all  that  is  there  written  is  very  true,  and  that  I 
have  feen  it  all  myfelf.  I  cannot  believe  it,  replyedhe, 
and  I  am  content  to  lay  the  wager,  provided  Miflrefs 
Peggy  may  be  the  Judge.  Content,  faid  I,  and  fo  the 
money  waslaid  inherhands.andthcnitookupthe  pa- 
per and  began  to  read  thus:  I faivaPcacock,2i\\^\\\Qx^ 
I  made  afl:op,and  faid,  do  you  belicvcthat?  Ifyou  do 
not,  I  can  fhewyou  one  in  the  yard:  Ay,  but  faid  he, 
the  Verfe  is,  I faiv  a  Peacock  zvitJiaficry  Tail,dind  that 
is  the  wager:  no,  faid  I,  you  muft  ftop  when  you  have 
red //azo a  Peacock,  and  then  go  on,  zjithaficry  Tail  I 
favo  a  blazing  S  tar ;  and  I  am  fure  that  I  have  Icqw  that 
too,  for  blazing  Stars  have  all  fiery  Tails :  that  is  true, 
replyed  he,  but  I  did  not  mean  to  read  it  fo:  tis  no 
matter  how  you  meant,  faid  I,  but  what  I  read  is  true, 
and  by  vertueof  that  \  fuppofc  I  fliall  win  the  wager, 
but  however  I  proceeded,  and  read;  That  dr  opt  dozen 
Hail  I  faio  a  Cloud ;  Begirt  zoith  Toy  roiiiul  I  fazo  a 
a  Jliirdy  Oak;  Creep  on  t/ie  ground  I  faze  a  Pijuiire, 
Szvalloze  up  a  Whale  I  faze  a  P>rackijh  Sea;  Brim 
full  of  Ale  I  faze  a  I  \iiiee  Glafs:  And  fo  I  read  on  to 
the  end  of  the  Vcrfcs,  Hill  making  a  full  flop  in  the 
middle  of  the  verfe,  where  the  fcnfe  required  it;  thus 
making  fenfe  of  the  impoffible  nonfenfe  :  by  this 
time  our  Lover  faw  he  was  likel)'  to  lofe  his  \\'ager, 
but  however  he  cavelled  at  my  thus  reading  it,  and 
faid,  1  ought  to  flop  only  where  the  thime  ended  ; 
but  all  that  he  faitl  llgnified  nothing,  (or  his  Mif- 
trefs  did  me  the  jullice  to  award  me  the  Wager, 
and  accordingl}'  gave  nie  m\-  mone}-,  and  kept  the 
other  twenty  fliillings  to  be  fpent  ;  neither  was 
the  Poetical  Lover  much  difpleafecl,  f>r  lie  li.ul 
a  very  high  eftcem  of  the  Lines  he  had,  prolcllinL; 
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he  would  not  part  with  them  for  forty  fhillings,  and 
he  queftioned  not  but  he  fhould  win  much  money  by- 
Wagers  he  would  lay  about  them,  and  being  thus  fa- 
tisfied  he  left  us,  promifmg  the  next  night  to  return, 
and  then  expe6ling  a  Colation  for  the  ten  Ihillings  he 
had  loft ;  and  fo  we  were  rid  of  our  poetical  Lover  till 
the  time  appointed ;  which  being  come,  he  likewife 
came  and  brought  with  him  a  young  man,  a  Soldier 
that  belong'd  to  the  Garrifon  in  our  Town  ;  I  knew 
the  man  by  fight,  for  he  was  very  remarkable,  it  being 
the  general  report  that  he  was  a  Cunning-man  and 
could  tell  fortunes,  and  our  Lover  brought  him  to  give 
his  oppinion,  whether  he  fhould  have  miftrefsP^^or 
not.  We  gavehimthe  ordinary  welcome,  he  comingin 
company  with  our  Lover  we  were  the  more  free  with 
him,  who  demeaned  himfelf  fo  well  that  I  had  a  more 
than  ordinary  refpeft  for  him,  and  told  him  he  fliould 
be  welcome  at  any  other  time  ;  and  fo  our  Colation 
being  ended,  weforthattime  parted ;  but  in  fhort  time 
after  he  came  again,  and  being  as  hefaid,  much  taken 
with  my  company,  defired  to  take  all  opportunities  of 
waiting  on  me:  I  feeing  no  harm  in  him,  and  finding 
that  he  was  none  of  the  pitifuU  fort  of  fellows,  but  that 
he  was  handfom,  witty,  and  above  all  things  that  he 
wore  money  in  his  Pocket,  permitted  him  frequently 
to  vifit  me,  and  it  was  not  long  e're  I  grew  into  fuch 
familiarity  with  him,  that  I  obliged  him  to  fhew  me 
fo  much  of  his  Skill  as  to  tell  me  my  Fortune;  he  was 
furprized  at.  this  propofition  and  made  many  Excufes, 
but  I  grew  to  that  height  in  my  importunitie  that  I 
wearied  him ;  atlengthhetoldme  that  although  all  the 
Town  had  been  miftaken  in  him  yet  I  fliould  not,  and 
that  if  I  plcafed  he  would  undeceive  mc,  and  in  fliort 
he  told  me  that  it  was  a  miftake  to  think  that  he 
was  skillfull  either  in  Aftrology  or  Magick,  and  al- 
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though  he  had  gained  fome  moneys  by  pretending 
to  be  knowing  in  that  myftery,  yet  it  was  no  fuch 
matter:  I  fuppofmg  that  he  only  faid  this  to  excufe 
himfelf,  ftill  importuned  him  in  fuch  manner,  that  1 
brought  him  to  this :  that  provided  I  would  promife 
him  fecrecy,  he  would  difcover  his  whole  fecrets  to 
me,  and  thereby  make  it  abfolutely  appear  that 
the  Town  was  miftaken :  I  being  defirous  of  hearing 
Novelties,  engaged  to  perform  all  he  defired,  and 
thereupon  he  thus  began. 

Madam,  in  the  difcourfe  I  fhall  make  you,  I  fliall 
be  forced  to  difcover  not  only  my  own  fecrets,  but  alfo 
thofe  of  another,  the  mofb  eminent  of  this  Town,  and 
were  it  not  to  you,  and  onely  to  you,  I  fliould  not  do 
it  for  anyconrKlerationwhatfocver,for  it  is  the  fecrets 
of  a  woman  of  the  beft  quality,  and  therefore  you  may 
be  juftly  angry  with  me  for  fo  doing,  but  my  rcfpefts, 
&indeedmylovetoyou  is  fo  great, that  I  fliallnotftop 
at  any  obftacles  to  perform  anything  you  require;  & 
withal  I  pray  do  not  think,  that  fince  1  am  fo  eafie  to 
difcovcroncwomans  fecrets. and  that  of  fuch  eminency 
and  one  to  whom  I  amfomuch  obliged, that  I  fliould, 
or  may  at  one  time  or  another,  ferve  you  in  the  like 
manner.  No  Madam  (faid  he)  affure  your  fclf  of  the 
contrary,  for  although  the  woman  I  am  to  fpeak  of 
be  fo  eminent,  indifferently  handfom,  and  one  to 
whom  I  am  fo  much  obliged,  yet  my  acquaintance 
with  her  began  after  a  flrange  manner,  and  it  was  a 
kind  of  ncceffitythatfu-ft  induced  herto  permit  me  the 
freedom  I  enjoy  with  her;  whereas  onthecontrar>%the 
refpecls  I  have  for  you  are  of  another  nature,  for  my 
inclination  and  affeclion  induce  me  to  pay  you  all  man- 
neroffervice,  which  I  am  confident  will  be  verylalting. 
IJc  having  made  this  plaufiblefpeech,  thus  proceeded. 
N  3 
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It  is  not  manymoneths  fince  I  was  firft  acquainted 
with  this  place,  you  know  my  quaHty  is  a  Soldier  of 
Fortune,  and  I  may  reafonably  enough  term  my  felf 
fo,  being  of  late  fome-what  favoured  by  that  blindand 
inconfiant  Lady;  our  Commander  in  Chief  thinking 
it  convenient  to  draw  us  out  of  the  field  wherewe  had 
been  all  the  laft  Summer,  and  place  us  inGarrifons  for 
the  Winter  feafon ;  it  fell  to  my  lot,  among  other  of 
my  Comrades,  to  be  ordered  to  be  quartered  in  this 
Town,  where  when  we  came,  we  had  our  feveral  Bil- 
lets delivered  to  us,  and  minedire6ledme  tothe  Houfe 
of  the  wealthieft  Mercer  in  your  Town,  where  I  ftill 
Quarter,  and  who  you  know  is  a  Perfon  as  eminent 
for  Eftate,  as  any  in  the  Town,  I  need  not  name  him, 
you  knowing  where  I  Quarter:  it  fo  fortuned,  that  the 
night  I  came  thither  firft  to  Quarter,  he  was  out  of 
the  Town,  as  he  had  been  for  fomedayespaft  and  was 
to  continue  for  two  or  three  more.  It  was  fomewhat 
late  when  I  knock'd  at  the  door,  and  therefore  the 
Maid-fePv'ant  who  heard  me,  ask'd  me  what  I  would 
have?  I  anfwer'd  that  I  was  appointed  in  that  Houfe 
to  take  up  my  Quarters.  The  Maid  foon  called  her 
Miflrefs,  and  acquainted  her  with  the  matter  ;  which 
fhe  knowing,  thus  anfwer'd  me,  that  flie  was  a  young 
new-married  woman,  that  her  Husband  was  abfent, 
that  file  had  onely  one  fervant,and  that  therefore  fhe 
could  notwith  any  conveniency  entertain  any  man  in 
her  houfe.  I  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,but 
reply'd  that  I  was  forry  I  muftbe  fo  troublefom,but 
withal  that  it  was  too  late  to  feek  any  other  lodging; 
and  that  my  Comrades  were  all  in  theirQuarters,  and 
therefore  I  mufl;  unavoidably  lye  intheftreetif  Hiedid 
not  entertain  me;  wherefore  I  pray'd  her  to  receive  me 
into  her  houfe,  and  put  me  into  any  place  fhe  plcaf'd, 
and  I  promifedthat  I  would  be  aslittletroublefomeas 
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pofTibly  I  could,  and  therefore  I  defired  her  not  to  de- 
ny that  fairly  and  by  entreaty,  which  fhe  knew  I  could 
command.  Theyoung  woman,  although  fhe  was  much 
troubled  (believing  that  I  might  hinder  a  defign  fhe 
had  in  hand)  yet  knowing  withal  that  what  I  faid  was 
true,  and  that  I  might  command  where  I  entreated, 
commanded  her  maid  to  open  the  door,  and  fliew  me 
my  lodging  up  in  the  Garret.  When  I  was  entred  the 
houfe,  I  told  her  that  I  was  to  lodge  there,  fo  I  defir'd 
I  might  fup  witli  her,  (not  that  I  would  command  it, 
but  that  I  would  willingly  pay  for  what  I  had)becaufe 
it  was  late,and  I  had  not  eaten  any  thing  all  that  day. 
She  feemcd  angry  at  my  propofal,  telling  me  that  I 
was  miftaken  if  I  took  her  houfe  for  an  Inn,  and  if  I 
wanted  a  fupper,  want  I  muft,  for  I  was  like  to  have 
nothing  there  but  my  bare  lodging,  and  indeed  bare 
I  might  call  it,  for  it  was  a  mofl  pitiful  one,  however 
I  was  forc'd  to  make  ufe  of  it,  and  go  fupper-lefs  to 
bed.  Being  thus  ready  to  dye  for  hunger,  I  had  little 
mindto  fleep,and  therefore  I  only  tumbled  andtoffed 
without  fo  much  as  clofmg  mine  eyes  together.  After 
I  had  lain  an  hour  in  this  manner,  carting  mine  eyes 
about  the  Chamber,  I  perceived  fomelightwhichcame 
through  a  Chink  or  Crevis  in  the  floor,  and  my  curio- 
fity  inviting  me  to  it,  I  leap'dout  of  the  bed,  and  laying 
myeye  tothe  place,  I  might  perceiveundermearoom 
very  well  furnilht,  wherein  was  a  great  Fire, two  Spits, 
of  roaflcd  Fowls,  the  Maiclturningthcm,and  the  young 
Woman,  the  iMillrcfs  litting  in  the  arms  of  a  )-oung 
Fellow  a  Lawyer,  who  to  me  appeared  to  be  fo  by  his 
Gown.  How!  faid  I  to  nnTclf,  is  thisthe  Woman  that 
in  her  Ilusbandsabfcncc  will  not  recei\"c  a  man  int<^ 
her.^  Oh  the  unconllancy  and  fubtility  of  Women! 
this  I  thought, buthowevcr  I  believed  it  was  not  asyct 
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time  to  fpeak  out ;  but  being  very  hungry,  I  beheld 
the  Spits  with  feme  anger,  and  devoured  the  Fowls 
with  my  eyes ;  I  had  the  patience  to  fee  the  Supper 
drefs'd,  though  I  was  not  to  be  a  Gueft  ;  and  though 
I  could  not  tafte,  yet  I  could  fmelltheVi6luals:  I  faw 
the  Table  fpread,  the  Bottles  of  Wine  brought  out,& 
the  Vi6tuals  placed  on  the  Table, but  juftasthey  were 
going  to  fit  down,  one  knock'd  at  the  door;  thisfome- 
what  ftartled  them,  but  their  confufion  was  greater, 
when  the  Maid  asked  who  was  at  the  door,  underftood 
it  was  her  Mafter.  They  were  all  frighted  and  con- 
founded, not  knowing  where  to  put  the  man,  or  the 
victuals,  they  had  but  little  time  toconfider:  There 
wasbutonelittle  Chamber  adjoyning  where  the  maid 
lay,  and  under  her  Bed  at  length  they  laid  him,  and 
theMeat,Drink,and  all  the  Appurtenances  were  placed 
in  a  Clofet  in  the  Chamber  :  This  being  done,  and 
the  Woman  fitting  down  by  the  fire,  the  Mafter  who 
was  impatient  with  calling  and  knocking,  was  let  in, 
and  coming  up  flairs,  his  Wife  rifes  from  her  feat,  and 
cryes  out.  Oh  dear  Husband!  Wellcome  home,  how- 
glad  am  I  to  fee  you,  efpeciallyin  coming  foonerthan 
I  expected.  That  is  true,  faid  the  good  man,  I  made 
hafbe  and  difpatched  my  Bufinefs,  which  being  done, 
Itook  Horfeand  made  all  poffiblefpeed  to  come  home 
to  you,  and  indeed,  I  have  rid  full  fpeed  all  this  day  ; 
And  very  welcome  you  are,  faid  fhe  :  But  how  come 
you  to  have  fo  great  a  Fire  ?  faid  the  Husband  :  Oh 
Love,  faid  the  Wife,  I  am  troubled  with  the  Belly-ake 
as  paffes,  and  I  made  this  fire  to  warm  Treochers  and 
clothes,  to  put  to  my  Belly  to  eafe  me;  and  truelyl 
think  that  this  pain  hath  taken  me  with  vexing 
at  a  paultrey  bufinefs  that  happened  this  night;  for 
here  came  a  Soldier  and  faid  he  muft,  and  would  quar- 
ter here,  and  it  hath  fo  angred  and  griev'd  me,  to  think 
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that  a  man  muft  lodge  here  in  your  abfence,  that  I 
think  truly  it  hath  brought  my  paine.  I  hearing 
this,  thought  it  would  be  convenient  for  me  ere  long 
to  appear,  and  therefore  put  on  my  Clothes,  but  ftill 
I  gave  attention  to  the  end  of  their  difcourfe,  which 
was  thus  continued  :  Said  the  Husband,  well,  let  that 
pafs  ;  but  I  pray  let  me  have  fome  Supper,  for  I  have 
made  fuch  hafte  to  day  in  travelling  to  come  to  you, 
that  I  am  almoft  dead  with  hunger,  wherefore  I  pray 
give  me  fome  Vi6luals.  Vi6luals,replyed  the  woman, 
where  do  you  think  I  fhould  have  it?  Do  you  think 
I  make  feafhing  in  your  abfence?  Alas,  my  maid  and 
I  fupp'd  to  night  with  each  of  us  a  Roafted  Apple,  I 
am  forry  for  that,  replyed  the  Husband,  and  am  very 
loath  if  I  could  help  it,  to  go  to  Bed  without  a  Sup- 
per, but  what  cannot  be  cured,  muft  be  endured.  I 
hearing  this,  and  believing  it  to  be  very  proper  for 
my  defign,  being  already  drefs'd,  went  down  flairs, 
and  knock'd  at  the  door,  which  opened,  I  entred.and 
fainting  my  Landlord,  prayed  him  to  excufe  me  for 
difturbing  his  Wife,  who  had  indeed  refufed  to  enter- 
tain me,  till  I  had  acquainted  her  with  my  Orders, 
which,  left  he  fliould  diftruft  anythingtothe  contrary, 
I  then  pull'd  out  and  fliew'd  him,  and  told  him  that 
I  hoped  his  Wife  could  not  complain  of  any  incivility 
I  had  offered  her.  No  truly,reply'd  flie.  I  having  fatis- 
fi'd  him  in  this,  I  told  him  that  I  underftood  that  he 
had  not  fupped  no  more  than  I,  and  therefore  if  he 
pleafcd  I  would  give  him  and  his  Lady  a  Supper, 
for  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  accommod;itc  them  very 
plentifully.  How  is  that  poffible  .''  reply'd  my  Land- 
lord, fince  it  is  fo  late,  and  nothing  is  to  be  had  in 
the  Town,  and  befides  that  it  will  be  too  late  to  drefs 
any  thing.  I  bid  him  take  no  care  for  that,  but  if  he 
pleafcd  he  fliould  be prox'itled  with  vi61:uals  read)- d re f- 
ed  provided  he  and  his  wife  would  both  promife  me 
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fecrefie  ;  they  told  me  that  they  would  do  fo,  but  he 
wondred,  and  fhe  feemed  to  do  fo  too,  at  what  I  in- 
tended to  do ;  whereupon  I  told  them  I  had  a  cor- 
refpondency  with  Spirits,  who  would  furnifh  me  with 
what  I  defired,  and  thereupon  taking  a  piece  of  Chalk, 
and  making  a  Circle  I  Placed  myfelf  in  it,  made  cer- 
tain Figures  about  it,  and  taking  a  Staff  in  my  hand, 
waved  it  about  my  head,  and  then  I  uttered  many 
words  vvhich  were  onely  conceited  fuftian  fluff,  which 
they  underftood  not,  nor  I  myfelf  neither,  and  then 
proceeding  I  named  a  Spirit,  and  told  him  that  he 
muft  quickly  provide  me  a  Supper  for  myfelf,  my 
Landlord,  and  his  Lady.  I  feemed  to  liften,  and  then 
told  them  that  my  Spirit  was  obedient,  and  nothing 
was  wanting  now  but  to  know  what  they  would  have; 
I  asked  the  queftion,  but  they  anfwered,  What   I 
pleafed :  Bring  then,  faid  I,  a  Boyl'd  Hen  and  Bacon, 
a  Couple  of  Roafted  Capons,  a  Dozen  of  Partridges, 
two  Dozen  of  Larks,  a   Pippin  Tart,  with  Oranges 
and  Lemmons,  and  Fruit  fufficient ;  Alfo  bring  us 
two  Bottles  of  Canary  and  two  of  Claret;  this  was 
the  Vi6luals  I  had  feen  provided,  and  therefore  this 
I  call'd  for  ;  and  withal,  faid  I,  I  charge  thee  not  to 
appear  in   any  horrible  fhape,  fo  as  to  frighten  my 
Landlord  or  Landlady,  but  difpatch  quickly  and  fet 
all  down  in  the  Clofet  of  this  Chamber.  Having  thus 
finiflit  my  Inclination  and  paufed  a  little,  now,  faid 
I,  open  the  door  and  there  you  fhall  fee  I  am  obeyed. 
The  maid  readily  did  as  I  commanded,  and  all  was 
there  in  ample  manner  ready  drcfs'd,  to  the  great 
aflonifliment  of  my  Landlord,   but   my   Landlady, 
though  file  feem'd  to  be  amazed,  knewwell  enough  that 
fhe  was  difcovercd,  but  as  yet  could  not  difaprove  of 
whatlhaddone.  The  meat  being  produced,  theTable 
wasfprcadand  the  provifion  placed  thereon,  and  now 
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all  things  being  in  rcadinefs,  I  defired  my  Landlord 
and  Landlady  to  takethcirplaces;  at  myrequeflthey 
did  fo,  but  my  Landlord  was  mighty  unwilling  to 
eat,  until  he  fee  me  eat  and  commend  the  Vi6luals 
and  Sauce,  and  I  importuning  him  to  tafte,  he  did 
fo,  and  my  Landlady  by  his  example  confented  to 
accompany  us  in  the  fame  employment:  Having  now 
done  with  one  Difh,  and  my  Landlord  finding  that  to 
be  good, by  my  example  fell  to  another,  and  though  he 
was  fomewhat  cautious,  yet  he  made  a  good  Meal ;  I 
am  fure  I  did  not  fpare,but  fed  like  a  Farmer,  and  my 
Landlady  was  not  at  all  behind  hand,  (he  well  enough 
knowing,  that  though  I  told  them  itw^asdrefs'd  under 
ground,  yet flie  could contradi6l  me  but  fhe  durft  not; 
the  maid  had  her  part  too,  and  all  were  well  enough 
content,  except  the  poor  Lawyer,  who  was  both  hun- 
gry and  fearful,  left  as  I  had  difcovered  the  meat, 
I  would  alfo  difcover  the  Caterer,  but  I  minded  no 
fuch  matter,  I  thought  as  I  had  begun  well,  fo  to 
(:.\\^,  and  I  would  not  be  fo  difcourteous  to  him  to 
make  him  fare  ill,  when  by  his  means  I  had  fared  fo 
well.  \Vc  not  oncly  eat  luftily,  but  drank  off  our 
our  Wine  cheerily,  which  was  as  good  as  ever  tipp'd 
over  Tongue,  and  for  us  three  there  was  enough  ; 
and  now  at  lalt  my  Landlord  did  own  that  the  Meat 
and  Sauce,  15rcad  and  Drink  were  all  excellent 
good,  and  that  if  the  Spirits  could  command  fo  good 
Fare,  the}-  were  more  liarmlefs  and  better  company 
than  he  thought  for  :  1  told  him  my  Spirit  was  ftill 
in  his  houfc,  and  expected  my  further  Commands, 
therefore  I  defired  t(j  know  whether  he  would  have 
ought  elfe  e're  I  difchargcd  him  ?  Me  told  me,  No: 
Then,  repl}'ed  T,  he  Ihall  defcend  ;  but  fuice  he  hath 
done  us  fo  good  fervice,  I  will,  ifyoupleafe,  let  you 
fee  him.  C)h  by  no  means  Sir,  faid  my  Landlady, 
fearini^   I    would     difcover    her    irreateft     Secrets, 
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Reft  contented,  replyed  I,  for  I  am  Mafter  of  more 
difcretion  that  to  difoblidge  a  Lady ;  affure  your  felf 
it  fhall  be  otherwife  than  you  imagine  :  my  Land- 
lord too  was  very  fearful,  but  I  affured  him  there 
fhould  be  no  caufe,  and  thereupon  for  the  more 
eafie  management  of  what  I  intended,  I  ordered  the 
Servant-maid  to  open  the  Street  door,  and  all  the 
other  Doors  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Spirit  might 
have  the  more  freedom  to  depart,  otherwife  I  told 
them  he  would  raife  a  Tempeft ;  and,  continued  I, 
he  fhall  not  appear  in  any  horrid  form,  but  in  the 
habit  of  one  of  your  Neighbors  ;  having  told  them 
this,  I  thus  began  :  Oh  thou  Spirit,  who  haft  been 
unexpe6ledly  difturbed,  but  haft  fo  plentifully 
catered  for  us,  come  forth  for  I  now  give  thee  leave 
to  go  whither  thou  pleafeft.  The  Lawyer  who  was 
but  in  the  next  room,  and  who  had  heard  all  paf- 
fages,  was  not  fo  fottifli  as  to  neglect  this  opportu- 
nity, but  pulling  his  Hat  over  his  face  that  he  might 
go  undifcovered,  came  forth  of  the  room  where  he 
had  been  hid,  and  with  a  fteady  pace  walked  by 
us,  going  down  ftairs,  and  fo  leaving  the  houfe, 
whilft  my  Ladylady  in  a  trembling  manner  fate  and 
beheld  what  had  paffed. 
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CHAP.     X  V  I. 

TheSouldier  isijidangcr  to  be  caught  by  his  Landlord  in 
his  Landladies  Chamber,  but  by  her  wit  lie  cfcapeth. 
Mijlris  Vioxo\\\Y  relates  that  a  parcel  of  P adders  ha- 
ving rob' da  Knight  of  four  hundred  poicnds,  two  of 
them  are  taken,  but  the  Knight  will  not fwear  abfolntc- 
lyagainflthcm,  becaufe  lie  might  fue  and  get  his  Mo- 
ney of  the  LIundred  where  he  was  roUd.  A  Crew  of 
Pick-pockets  zvanting  money,  tzuo  of  thon pretend  to  be 
drunk  and  quarrclzuith  the  third,  wJierefore  thefetivo 
are  put  into  the  flocks,  and  getting  company ,  the  third 
had  the  opportunity  of  picking  many  Pockets. 

THc  Lawyer  having  thuspafs'dbyustotheamaze- 
mcnt  of  my  Landlord,  he  then  look'd  on  me  with 
fome\vhatadiftra6ledcountcnance,his\vifefeeingthat, 
and  doubting  that  he  had  or  would  difcover  the  mat- 
ter; to  divert  him  from  any  queftions  or  confidera- 
tions,  pretended  to  befo  mightily  amaz'd  &  frighted, 
that  fhe  fell  into  a  fwoon,  and  then  her  Husband,  the 
maid,  andHiad  enough  to  do  to  bring  her  again  to  her 
felf,  neither  could  we  do  it  fowcll,  but  that  her  Husband 
was  forced  to  help  the  maid  to  carry  and  put  her  into 
herbed,  where  forthat  night  Heft  them  and  went  to  my 
own, and  now  m}^  belly  being  full  it  was  not  long  ere  I 
fellafleep;  awaking  the  next  morning  I  began  to  confi- 
derwhathadpaffed.and  wondred  at  my  felf  how  I  had 
the  confidence  to  manage  an  affair  fo  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, but  when  I  confidered  what  I  had  done  I  re- 
folved  to  proceed,  and  as  I  knew  the  fecrets  of  my  Lan- 
lady.tomakefomeufe  of  thatknowledg.and  out  of  her 
misfortunes  to  make  my  felf  a  fortune  therefore  I  re- 
commended my  felf,  rcmcmljringtheold  faying, yi//^/^/- 
ccs  l-ortuna  jurat,  1^'orlunc  helps  the  bold,  and  there- 
fore 1  would  try  her  favours,  confidering  that  Ihe 
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could  do  me  no  injuries,  I  could  not  be  much  lower 
than  I  was,  and  I  was  in  great  probability  to  rife  high- 
er by  the  profecution  of  this  Adventure.  I  did  not 
quefiion  but  I  fhould  do  well  enough  with  my  Land- 
lady, for  I  had  not  at  all  difobliged  her  in  betraying 
her  fecrets,  but  rather  mannaged  them  as  well  as  flie 
could  wifh  or  defire,  and  therefore  fhe  could  not  take 
me  for  a  Clown  or  Fool,  but  rather  think  me  worthy 
of  her  favour,  and  into  her  favour  I  was  refolved  to 
get,  or  venture  all;  fhe  was  young,  and  as  you  know 
indifferent  handfome,  her  hufband  was  old,  and  I  be- 
lieve wanting  in  what  mofl  pleafes  a  woman,  and  there- 
fore flie  had  permitted  the  young  LaN\yer  to  fupply 
that  Defect,  and  confidering  that  I  might  as  well  as  he 
pretend  to  her  favor,  for  I  was  as  young,  and  (if  I  am  not 
miftaken)  as  handfom;  indeed  he  had  this  advantage, 
of  having  more  money  than  I,  but  I  queftion'd  not 
but  fhewouldwell  enough  difpenfe  with  that,  fliebeing 
out  of  poffibility  of  wanting  any,  but  rather  able  to 
fupply  me;  and  I  had  this  advantage  above  him, that 
I  was  in  the  houfe,  and  likely  for  fome  time  to  con- 
tinue there,  and  by  that  means  I  might  make  ufe  of 
all  opportunities,  and  indeed  it  was  not  long  ere  I 
had  one ;  for  I  having  fpent  good  part  of  the  morning 
in  thefe  congitations,  I  could  hear  my  Landlord  rife 
andgo  outofthe houfe,  wherefore  I  alfo  arofeandmade 
my  felf  ready,  and  indeed  I  fpruccd  my  felf  up  in  the 
beft  manner  I  could ;  being  now  ready  I  went  down 
flairs,  and  met  with  the  i\Iaid-fervant,  vvho  could 
not  look  on  me  without  blufliing,  I  gave  her  the  Good 
morrow,  &afl<edherhowher  miltrefs  did  this  morning 
fhe  replyed,  fomething  better  than  I  left  her  lail  night. 
Trulyreplyed  1,1  am  forry that fli e was fo  ill,  but  more 
efpecially  toconfiderthatl  hadbccn  thcoccafion  of  it, 
but  I  would  ftudy  how  to  make  her  amends,  &  at  prefent 
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I  defircd  to  make  mycxcufes  to  her,if  fhe  would  fhew 
where  flie  was :  flie  is  not  yet  ftirring,  faid  the  Maid ; 
that  matters  not,  faid  I,  and  thereupon  we  went  to  her 
bed  fide;  where  when  I  was  come, fhe  feeing  me  turn- 
ed awayherface:  but  Madam, to  make  fliort  with  my 
ftory,  I  fpake  to  her,  and  that  in  fuch  manner,  that  flie 
not  only  turned  about,  but  gave  me  thanks  for  the  fa- 
vors I  had  done,  in  managing  her  fecretswith  fo  much 
difcrction,  and  that  flie  was,  and  fliould  be  eternally 
obliged  to  me,  and  fhould  ftudy  how  to  make  me  a- 
mends  :  I  rcplyed,  amends  was  already  made  in  the 
good  opinion  flie  had  for  me,  dcfiring  her  to  continue 
in  it,  and  I  fliould  endeavour  to  fcrvc  her  in  all  things 
to  my  power;  and  fince  it  was  her  misfortune  to  be  di- 
fturbed  by  her  Hufl^ands  unexpected  return,  and  be 
difapointed  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  Friend,  that  was 
a  thing  I  could  help,  but  however,  if  flie  pleafed  to  ac- 
cept of  me  in  his  ftead,  I  fliould  give  her  the  beil  fatis- 
faftionl  could,  flic  feenied  tobe  angry  at  thispropofal, 
but  I  proceeding  and  telling  her  that  I  was  a  Gentle- 
man born  and  bred,  and  it  may  be  in  all  things  equal, 
if  not  above  her  Friend ;  flie  was  content  to  let  mekifs 
her,and  I  finding  that  I  mightwithoutmuch  difficulty 
proceed  further,  fent  the  Maid  out  for  a  Mornings 
draught,  and  in  her  abfence  perfwaded  her  to  accept 
of  that  from  me  which  Ihe  fliould  have  had  from  her 
Friend  the  Layer,  had  not  her  Husband  dilturbed 
them;  and  I  then  pleafed  her\\ell,  that  ever  fince  (he 
hath  made  no  difficulty  toletnieenjo)-  her  Perfun.aml 
be  Mafter  of  that  as  well  as  1  was  of  her  fecrets  ;  and 
being  thus  poffeffed  ofherperfon,  I  notonlj-coninian- 
ded  that  butlier  rurfe,andliavelcd  the  pleafantell  \\{<: 
in  the  World.  This  yXdventure,  Madam  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  my  being  accounteda  Cunning-man,  for  my 
Landlord,  though  I  had  enjoyned  him  fecrefie,  yet  he 
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did  not  abfolutely  keep  it,  but  acquainted  fome  of  his 
familiar  friends  with  my  knowledg,  fo  that  I  was  in 
fhort  time  pointed  at  as  I  paffed  along  the  ftreet,  and 
gazed  at  with  the  eyes  of  wonder ;  nay  fome  of  the 
Neighborhood  courted  me  very  earneftly  to  anfwer 
them  feveral  queftions,  and  beingoften  importuned,did 
give  them  fuchanfwersasmightprobablycometopafs, 
which  falling  out  accordingly  I  gain'd  not  only  the  re- 
putation of  a  cunning  man,  but  my  pockets  were  alfo 
indifferently  well  lyned  with  Half-crown  pieces.  Thus 
had  I  a  handfome  enjoyment  of  money  and  pleafure; 
for  I  was  free  with  my  Landlady,  and  very  little  fuf- 
pectedby  herHufband;  but  I  was  onetime  near  being 
caught  by  him,  and  thus  it  was.  He  was  not  only  well 
ftricken  in  y ears,but  by  an  accident  fom  e  years  paft,had 
loft  one  of  his  eyes,  or  elfe  he  would  have  efpyed  us  ; 
foronedayhebeingabroad,andI  beingdefirousto  toy 
with  my  Landlady,  we  in  order  thereto  entred  her 
Chamber  and  lay  down  on  her  bed,  we  had  not  long 
been  there  but  we  heard  a  noife,  and  the  maid-fervant 
looking  to  fee  what  was  the  matter,  came  haftily  in  to 
us,  and  told  us  that  her  Mafter  was  coming  up  ftairs ; 
fhe  had  hardly  delivered  this  unpleafant  meffage,  but 
he  was  come  up  ftairs  and  was  entring  the  Chamber, 
but  he  was  not  fo  quick,  but  his  wife  and  I  were  as  nim- 
ble, and  were  got  upon  our  feet,  and  Ihe  running  to  the 
door  caught  hold  of  her  Hufband  about  the  Neck  and 
cryed  out.  Oil  Lord  Husband,  hoiu  dearly  zuclcomc  you 
arc  to  VIC  I  cfpccially  at  this  time,  luhcn  Ifo  longed  to  fee 
you.  For  what  caufe,  faid  my  Landlord  .'  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  language?  Oh  dear  Husband,  replyed 
fhe,  I  have  been  afleep  on  the  bed,  where  I  had  the 
pleafantefb  Dream  that  I  have  ever  had  in  all  my  life ; 
nay,  (continued  flie)  it  is  more  than  a  Dream,  for  it  is 
a  Vifion,  and  I  hope  a  true  one:  well,  what  is  it,  faid 
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he  ?  Why  truely  Husband,  faid  fhe,  methoughts  you 
and  I  were  walking  along  together  in  a  pleafant  Field, 
and  we  met  with  a  man  that  begged  an  Alms  of  you, 
whichyou  very liberallygavehim, and  he  being  glad  of 
your  liberality  told  you,  that  he  would  recompenfe  it 
by  rcftoring  you  the  fight  of  your  other  eye  :  Me- 
thoughts I  was  very  joyfuU  at  this  propofition,and  de- 
fired  him  to  do  it,  but  you  were  doubtfuU  of  his  per- 
formance, and  therefore  unwilling  to  let  him  meddle 
with  you,  but  he  promifmg  and  affuring  us  that  he 
would  certainly  cure  you,  I  pcrfwaded  you  to  permit 
him  to  wafh  your  eye  with  a  certainWater  he  had  in  a 
Viol  about  him,  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  but  me- 
thoughts you  faw  very  well  with  your  blind  eye,atthe 
light  of  which  I  was  fo  over-joyed,  that  I  awaked,  and 
you  then  came  up  ftairs;  and  now  Sweet-heart  I  am  fo 
confident  of  the  Truth  of  my  Dream,  that  I  defirc  to  ex- 
periment the  fame,and  therefore  Ipraylct  meputmy 
hand  on  your  feeing  Eye  for  a  tryal.  My  Landlady 
having  done,  herHusbandrcplycd, Surely  you  have  not 
been  aflecp  as  you  fay,  but  talk  idly  for  want  of  deep, 
or  elfe  you  would  never  make  fo  foolifh  a  propofition. 
I  know  not,rcply'd  llie,but  I  muft  needs  defire  you  to 
give  me  fatisfa6lion  in  this  particular,  for  I  long  totry 
it.  Well,  faid  he,  that  you  may  fee  how  nmch  a  fool 
you  are,  I  am  content.  She  having  liberty,  clapt  her 
hand  on  his  feeing  l'2ye,  and  I  who  waited  that  oppor- 
tunity needed  no  further  inftructions  what  to  do,  but 
coming  from  bchiutl  the  door  where  1  had  ftood,  with 
long  llrides and  eafi c,  went  out  of  the  Chamber,  and go- 
ingd*)wnll;airsleftthel  toufe:  Shefeeing  me  gone, and 
t  hereby  her  bufinefs  being  done,  asked  her  Husband  if 
he  faw  any  thing.'  Xo,  faid  he,  but  if  you  will  rcnio\c 
your  hand  I  (hall  fee  a  fool  ;  llie  did  f  >,  and  told  \\\\\\ 
that  Ihe  was  fatished,  but  hoped  it  had  been  othei'- 
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wife  :  And  thus,  continued  the  Soldier,  we  efcaped  this 
brunt,  as  we  did  many  others.  And  now  Madam,  faid 
he  to  me,  I  have  been  very  free  in  relating  to  you  the 
greateft  Secrets  of  my  life,  having  fomuch  confidence 
in  your  difcretion,  that  I  fhall  run  no  hazard  in  your 
knowing  it,  but  hope  as  I  have  been  free  with  you,  fo 
you  will  be  fo  generous  as  to  acquaint  me  with  your 
qualityand  condition,  and  permit  me  to  ferve  you  in  all 
lean.  To  this  requeftIanfwer'd,ThatindeedI  was  not 
of  that  Countrey,but  another,  and  upon  an  urgent  affair 
wasfometimefmcecome  iromLojtdon,  whither  I  have 
a  defire  to  return;  fo  have  I, faid  theSoldier,andif  you 
pleafe  to  accept  of  my  fervice,  I  fhall  gladly  wait  on 
you  thither,  for  I  have  fo  much  refpe6l  from  my  Cap- 
tain, that  I  queftion  not  but  he  will  not  onely  give  me 
leave  to  go,  but  alfo  give  me  a  Pafsto  fecure  me  thither. 
I  hearing  him  fay  fo,  told  him  that  I  would  take  fuch 
order  in  my  affairs,  that  I  hoped  in  one  months  time 
to  bereadytobegone.and  thenlfhouldbeglad  of  his 
Company.  This  was  the  difcourfe  I  held  with  the  Sol- 
dier, who  was  indeed  very  civil  with  me,  fpcnding  his 
money  freely  as  often  as  he  came  into  my  company.  I 
being  refolved  to  leave  thisplace,took  order  to  get  in- 
to my  hands  what  moneys  I  had,  which  I  had  lent  out 
to  fufficient  pcrfons  in  the  Town,  which  was  in  fhort 
timepaid  me;  but  very  ftrange  Accidents  happened  in 
our  houfe  before  my  departure,  which  made  me  haft  en 
it,  and  which  were  thus:  I  have  already  told  }'ou  that 
our  houfe  had  been  a  Receptacle  for  Cheats  and  Pick- 
pockets, who  by  degrees  coming  to  be  Thieves  and 
High-way-men,  they  ftill  frequented  it, and  mineHoft 
who  feeing  he  gain'd  moneys,  cared  not  much  which 
ways  he  came  by  it,  made  no  great  fcruplc  of  Con- 
fcicnce  to  entertain  them,  who  indeed  were  very-  good 
Cuftomers,  and  fpent  equal  to  the  bcft  Guefts  we 
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had,  and  he  might  do  that  with  them  he  might  not 
with  others,  for  they  were  bound  to  believe  and  pay- 
all  that  he  reckoned,  although  never  fo  unreafonable, 
fo  that  he  had  an  equal  fliare,  if  not  more,  of  all  the 
Prizes  they  made,  fomc  whereof  were  very  confider- 
able  ;  for  a  Knight  of  Yorkjliirc  having  occafion  to 
travel  our  Road  was  fet  upon  and  rob'd  by  fix  of 
our  Guefts,  he  had  onely  Himfelf.Wifc  and  Daughter, 
Coachman,  and  one  Horfeman,  this  was  his  Com- 
pany, but  the  Prize  was  confiderable,  being  four  hun- 
dred pounds  in  money,  befides  "Watches,  Rings,  and 
other  Jewels  :  Our  Crew  of  Padders,  although  at  firft 
they  were  fevere  enough  in  fcarching  them,  and  Gripp- 
ing them  of  all  their  Money  and  Jewels,  yet  dealt  civily 
enough  with  them  (if  I  may  term  Thieves  to  be  fo) 
before  they  parted,  for  the  Knight  feeing  it  was  in  vain 
to  refifl,  and  being  too  weak  to  do  fo,  permitted  them 
to  take  all  from  him,  but  when  they  came  to  his  Lady 
and  had  taken  her  little  Money, and  proceeded  to  take 
her  Rings  from  her  Fingers,  he  was  troubled,  and  told 
them, that  he  hoped asthcy had  found  himciviltocon- 
fefs  and  deliver  all  he  had  to  them,  and  which  he  faid 
was  very  confiderable,  fo  he  hoped  they  would  not  ufe 
any  violenceto  his  Wife  and  Daughter,  in  taking  their 
Rings  from  them  which  were  inconfiderable,  and  might 
happen  to  be  prejudicial  to  tiiem,  in  difcovering  of  them 
to  the  Law.  They,  who  knew  he  faid  right,  not  onely 
defifhed  from  proceeding  againll:  the  Ladies,  but  alfo 
gavchimhisWatch  and  Rings  and  all  the  odd  Money 
they  had  taken  from  him,  contenting  themfelves  only 
with  the  four  hundred  pounds,  and  giving  iiim  an 
Oath  that  he,  nor  none  of  his  company  (hould  remove 
from  that  place  for  half  an  hours  time,  that  they 
might  have  leifure  to  efcapc  ;  the)-  left  him.  1  Ic  w  as 
as  good  as  his  word  and  llaid  out  his  time,  and  they 
O  2 
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with  full  fpeed  rode  to  our  Town,  and  at  our  houfe 
took  up  their  Quarters :  They  no  fooner  entred  the 
houfe,  but  they  firfb  deliver'd  their  Money  to  the 
cuftody  of  mine  Hoft,  and  then  called  for  a  Trunk 
wherein  was  their  Clothes,  for  they  had  always  Change 
of  Clothes  lay  there,  fo  that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hours 
time  thefe  fix  Blades  of  Fortune  were  fo  metamor- 
phofed  that  they  were  not  to  be  known ;  hewho  when 
he  came  in  had  a  black  Perriwig  and  grey  clothes,  now 
had  a  white  Perriwig  and  black  Clothes,  and  by  that 
and  pulling  off  Patches  and  fuch  like  Difguifements, 
they  were  not  to  be  known  ;  for  if  a  Hkc and  Cry  covas 
out  whereinis  named  the  numberof  the  Robbers,  they 
cannot  diftinguifh  or  defcribe  them  otherwife  than  by 
their  Clothes  and  Horfes  ;  andasfortheir  Habits  they 
thus  alter  them,  and  their  Horfes  are  prefently  either 
fent  to  Grafs,  orlock'd  up  in  a  private  Stable,  and  their 
Sadies  andother  Accoutrements  are  convey'daAvayand 
lock'd  up  ;  and  commonly  if  there  be  fix  or  eight  in  a 
Robbery,  not  above  the  one  half,  or  three  quarters  of 
them  go  to  one  houfe,  but  dividethemfelves  into  Com- 
panies untill  thGHueaiid  Oy(h  all  be  over, and  then  they 
meet  and  divide  the  Booty  :  This  is  their  common  prac- 
tice when  a  Robbery  is  done  at  any  diftance  from  Lou- 
don,hutirithc  done  within  twenty  miles  of  that  place, 
thcnaway  they  all  flie  thither,  and  enter  the  City  at 
feveral  ends  of  the  Town,  and  to  fcveral  Quarters  they 
at  prefent  difperfe  themfelves  ;  this  I  fay  is  their  cuf- 
tom.  I  told  Aliftrefs  Doi'othy  that  I  was  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Truth  of  what  flie  had  faid,  and 
therefore  defired  her  to  proceed  andacquaint  mc  how 
their  Guefts  came  off  with  their  Prize  ;  Very  well, 
faid  flie,  for  the  dhic  and  Qy  cd.inc  not  to  our  Town 
till    the    next    day ;    and    by    that    time    two    of 
the   fix    were    gone,    having    taken    their    Ihares 
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with  them,  and  the  H7cc  rt:«rt?07  having  paffed  about 
the  Town  it  came  to  our  houfe,  where  the  Ofificers 
failed  in  their  Enquiry,  for  it  nominated  fix,  whereas 
our  Company  was  but  four,  and  the  Defcription  of 
the  Perfons  and  their  Habits  was  fo  different  from 
what  our  Guefts  had,  that  there  was  no  reafon  in  the 
world  to  fufpe6l  them,  and  as  for  their  Horfes  they 
were  not  to  be  found,  fo  that,  I  fay,  our  Guefls  all  ef- 
■caped,  and  for  joy  fcafted  and  drank  very  highly,  but 
in  two  days  time  their  Joy  was  leffen'd;  for  a  trufty 
Meffengcr  came  to  them  and  brought  fad  Newes  from 
the  other  two  of  their  Companions,  which  was,  that 
they  were  taken, apprehended, and  upon  examination 
found  fo  guilty,  that  they  were  fent  to  Goal.  Our 
Guefts  were  very  much  furprized  at  the  news,  &  upon 
examinationof  thcpcrticulars,thustheyfoundit:  The 
Knight  who  was  robb'd  having  ftaid  in  the  place  the 
timehepromifed,thatbcingovcr,hecaufedhis  Coach- 
man to  drive  on  to  the  next  Town,  Avhere  when  he 
came, he  fcnt  forthcTown-Officers, and inform'd them 
of  his  Lofs,  and  withal  told  them  that  he  mufl:,and  did 
expeft  fatisfaftion  from  them,  and  the  reft  of  the  In- 
habitants of  that  Hundred,  bccaufc  he  was  robb'd  two 
hours  before  Sun-fct:  They  who  heard  him  knew  he 
faid  right,  and  that  it  muft  be  fo,  unlcfs  they  produc'd 
all  or  fomcof  the  Felons,  and  had  themtry'd  and  found 
guilty  at  Law,  wherefore  the  Sum  being  confiderable, 
and  the  Cafe  fo  evident  and  plain  to  be  proved,  they 
prcfentlytook  an  accountof  the  Knight  of  all  particu- 
lars of  the  Robbers  in  the  belt  manner  that  he  or  his 
fcrvantscould  direct,  and  having  fo  done  fent  out  a ////f 
and  Cry,  directing  and  charging  the  Officers  to  ufe  all 
poffiblc  diligence  in  the  difcovcr)^  of  thefe  Fellons  : 
but  they  mifs'd  of  their  purpofe  for  that  day,  but 
the  next  it  was  the  misfortune  of  thofe  two  of  our 
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Guefts  who  had  left  our  houfe  to  come  thither,  and 
being  now  again  upon  the  Pad,  were  accoutred  in 
their  Padding  Habit ;  although  they  were  but  two, 
and  the  number  in  the  Hue  and  Cry  was  fix,  yet  their 
Habits  and  Horfes  were  fo  remarkable  thatthey  were 
foon  fufpefted,  and  the  officers  feized  them  quickly, 
hailing  them  before  the  Juftice,  whither  when  they 
were  come  and  examined,  they  could  not  anfwer  fo 
well,  but  that  they  were  fhrewdly  fufpe6led ;  but  to 
make  the  matter  more  clear,  the  Knight  and  his  fer- 
vants  who  were  ftill  in  the  Town,  were  fent  for,  and  then 
it  was  not  long  ere  the  matter  was  but  too  plain  for  our 
two  Delinquents,  efpecially  when  upon  fearch  of  their 
Portmantua's  their  fhare  of  the  Money  was  found, 
however  they  ftoutly  denied  the  Fa6l ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  could  be  faid,  they  were  fent  to  Pri- 
fon.  This  News  alarmed  our  Guefts,  and  made  them 
bethink  themfelves  of  what  fliould  be  moft  neceffary 
for  their  own  prefervation,  and  thereupon  they  thus 
refolved,  that  two  of  the  four  fhould  go  near  the 
place  where  the  Knight  was,  and  obferve  his  motions, 
and  according  to  that  aft  their  matters  as  fhould  be 
convenient,  and  the  other  two  refolved  for  the  prefent 
to  ftay  at  our  houfe:  but  this  Cafe  which  now  at  the 
beginning  appeared  to  be  very  bad  and  fad  for  their 
two  Companions,  in  the  end  by  the  cunning  manag- 
ment  of  the  two  Agents  came  off  much  better  than 
was  expe6led,  and  indeed  very  well ;  for  they  under- 
fhanding  that  the  Knight  was  engaged  by  the  Juftice 
to  profccute,  and  that  the  Countrey  would  fee  that 
he  fliould  do  fo,  whereby  they  might  be  difcharged 
from  payment  of  the  money  he  was  robb'd  off;  This 
confideration  being  had,  they  refolved  by  fome 
trufty  Mcffenger  to  fend  to  the  Knight,  and  there- 
fore they  drew  up  a  Letter  to  this  purpofe. 
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THat  tJieywere  Gentlemen  of  a  goodExtra6lion,  but 
t/ie  misfortunes  of  times,  and  their  own  Neceffities, 
hadputthem  upotia  Courfeof life  far  different  from  their 
Inclinations ;  which,  although  it  was  notjuflifiable  by 
Law,y€t  they  thought  it  notfo  unreafonable  as  the  World 
did,  atui  tJiey  had  plenty  of  Examples  for  tJieir  Pra£licc, 
the  wJiole  Nation  being  now  engaged  into  Parties,  zuho 
under  fair  and fpecious  pretence  made  it  tJieirbufifiefs  to 
Rob  {which  they  termed  Plunder)  one  another,  cfpecially 
the  harmlefs  Countrey,  and  that  fo  often  as  theyflioidd 
cojne  in  their  way :  This  tlieyfaid  was  the prcfidcnt  by 
which  they  walked,  and  by  vertue  of  this  Commijfion 
{which  tlicy  believe  as  A  n  then  tick  asfome  of  theirs  zvho 
levy ed  great  Forces,)  they  had  taken  up  Arms, and  their 
goodfortU7ie,andthisprcfent  mifliap, had caufcd them  to 
7neet,  wJiere,  altJwugh  lie  zvas  difpoffefl  ofhisMoncy,yet 
t/iey  were  confident  he  had  no  very  ill  opinion  of  tJicm,in 
regard  they  had  2ifcd  him  and  the  Ladies  in  Jiis  company 
with  all  civility ;  this  they  hoped  he  zvoidd  not  forget , and 
for  that  confideration  he  would  deal  as  civilly  zuith  their 
two  Companions,zuho  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  t/u: 
pozuerof  the Lazo.  This  they  thought  zvas  reafon  enough 
for  tJiem  to  Expeft  allfavour  at  his  hands, biittherezcere 
alfo  other  reafons  for  Jam  to  do  it,  and  that  which  they 
thought  would  be  the  mofl prevalent,  was,  that  it  zuas  a- 
gainfl  his  own  interefltoprofccutetJieir  Companiotis ;  for 
fhould  lu:  at  the  approaching  Afj'izesjo  abfolutelycJuirgc 
them  with  theFatl,as  to  bring  thou  zuithin  the  compafs 
oftlicLazv,  ami  it  may  be  take  their  Lives  from  them, 
then  he  viufl  expect  no  other fatisfacliou ,  but  lofe  his  Mo- 
nty :  wkereason  the  contrary  if  he  and  his  fcrvants  fpake 
doubtfully  in  their  Evidence  againflthem,  andtJuyzvere 
not  proved  to  be  guilty, then  he  >night  by  Law  recover  his 
zuhole Money  of  the  Country.  This  they  hoped  zvouldbe  a 
prevalent  reafonzuith  him  to  order  the  ))iatterfo  as  to  let 
their  Companions  if  cape,  zehicli  tJuy  prayed  &  hoped  he 
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would  do:  hit  if  (as  they  thought  againjl  allreafon)  Jie 
Jlwidd  rigoroufly  profectitethein,  hewastoremeniber  that 
four  of  their  Companious  were  flill  left  at  liberty  zvith 
fzuords  in  tJieir  hands,  and  his  misfort2ine  might  again 
bring  him  under  their  power,  when  he  mightnot  expect  fa 
civil  proceeding  againfl  him  as  he  had  the  lafi  time,  but 
that  they  might  revenge  their  Companions,  but  they  con- 
cluded they  hoped  he  would  not  give  them  that  occaffion. 
And  fo  they  concluded. 

This  Letter  was  carefully  conveyed  to  the  Knight, 
who  havingread  and  confider'd  the  Contents,  and  find- 
ing their  reafons  to  be  good,  and  withal  confidering 
that  if  he  fliould  by  his  Evidence  caft  thefe  two  men 
for  their  Lives,  he  was  not  fure  of  his  own  fo  long  as 
they  had  companions,  (who  though  at  the  firft  he  found 
civil  enough)  whohadfwords  in  theirhands,  and  might 
be  revengeful  and  bloody-minded  enough  on  that  oc- 
cafion ;  neither,  as  they  had  urged,  would  it  be  for  his 
intereft,  for  he  muft  then  lofe  his  Money,  or  the  great- 
eft  part.  Thefe  reafons,  I  fay,  madehim  to  manage  the 
matter  fo  as  thatuponTryal  they  fhould  be  acquitted, 
and  therefore  he  fent  to  the  Prifon  a  Confident  of  his, 
to  tell  them  that  he  would  dofo,  charging  them  to  deny 
theFa6l  &  ftandupontheirjuftification;  Andthusthe 
AfiizescomJngtheywereindifted.but  the  Knight  &  his 
Servants  (who  were  dire6led  and  inftrufted  by  him) 
were  all  in  one  Tale,  &  faid,  that  indeed  he  was  robb'd  of 
fourhundred  pounds  at  fuch  a  place  &  time,  by  fix  men, 
two  whereof  were  in  fuch  habits,  or  like  fuch  as  thepri- 
foners  at  the  Bar  had,  but  that  he  could  not  for  all  the 
world  fwear  or  fay  that  they  were  any  of  the  perfons. 
He  faying  no  more  than  thus,  and  by  his  example  his 
Servants  faying  no  more  or  lefs,&the  Prifonersplead- 
ing  Juftification,  they  were  in  the  end  acquitted, 
had  their  Money  again  deliver'd  to  them,  and  the 
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Knight  now  proceeding  in  hisSuitagainft  the  Country, 
recover'd  his  whole  Moneys  of  them  ;  and  thus  our 
two  Prifoners  with  their  two  Comrades  who  had  at- 
tended theTryall,came  home  to  our  houle  with  great 
joy.  And  thus  did  Thieves  cfcape,  and  thehoneftCoun- 
trey  was  punifli'd,  and  this  I  have  known  is  a  trick 
that  hath  been  ufed  familiarly;  fothat  feveral  Coun- 
treys  have  beenalmoftundonewiththefe  kind  of  Rob- 
beries. 

Soon  after  this  paffage,  there  happened  one  as  plea- 
fant, thought  not  fo  roguifh,  and  thus  it  was:  A  Crew 
of  Divers,  Bung  nippers,  or  Pick  pockets  came  to  our 
houfc,and  there  beingaFair  in  theTown  they  brought 
home  very  good  Purchafe,and  fpent  their  moneys  very 
freely,  but  their  trade  did  not  continue  fo  good  as  it 
began,  and  they  in  expenfes  were  fo  profufe  and  pro- 
digal, that  they  had  out-run  the  Conftable,  fpent  more 
than  they  were  able  to  pay,  and  they  were  always  us'd 
to  pay  their  Hoft  well,  and  fo  they  were  rcfolv'd  to  do 
now,  or  fct  their  Wits  on  the  Tenters;  manyProje6ls 
they  had,  and  many  Effays  they  made,  fome  of  them 
going  abroad  byturns,  and  then  returningand  fending 
others,  but  our  Town  was  but  thinly  peopled,  and  they 
could  not  raife  any  confiderable  Purchafe,  wherefore 
knowing  that  if  they  could  get  any  number  of  people 
together,  they  might  then  have  the  more  convenient 
opportunity  of  gettingaPrize,  theythereforethus  laid 
their  Plot ;  Three  of  them  went  out,  two  whereof  were 
to  act  the  drunken  mans  part,  and  fo  they  did  very 
Comically,  for  they  reeling  along  the  flreets, tumbled 
down  feveral  people  who  were  in  their  way.  The  peo- 
ple believing  them  to  be  what  they  appear'd,  viz., 
drunk,  let  them  pafs  on  without  much  interruption  ; 
their  fober  Companion  feeing  that  no  body  elfc 
would    take   them    up,    he    therefore  was   refolv'd 
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to  do  it,  and  thereupon  meeting  them  as  by  chance,  they 
gave  him  the  Juftle,whichhenottaking  fo  patientlyas 
the  other  had  done,  not  onelywordeditwith  them,  but 
they  proceeded  to  blows,  fo  that  two  being  againft 
one  it  was  thought  unequal,  and  they  having  been  a- 
bufive  to  others,  a  great  company  were  affembled,  and 
among  them  the  Conflable,  who  feizing  upon  all  three 
carried  them  before  aJuftice,who  hearing  the  matter, 
and  finding  by  the  teftimony  of  the  people  who  went 
with  them,  that  the  two  were  wholly  to  blame,  and 
believing  them  to  be  as  drunk  as  they  feemed  to  be,  he 
therefore  ordered  that  theyfhould  be  fet  in  the  Stocks 
for  two  hours,  and  the  third  be  difcharged.  This  his 
Order  was  obeyed,  and  they  were  condu6led  to  the 
Stocks,  where  they  behav'dthemfelves  fo  pleafantlyin 
foolifhdifcourfe  to  thepeople,thata  very  great  number 
of  peoplewere  about  them ;  their  Companion  who  was 
at  freedom  feeing  his  conveniency,andbeinghisArts- 
Mafter  in  the  Myfteryof  Diving,  fifhed  money  out  of 
their  pockets,  fo  that  in  two  hours  time  that  they  were 
in  the  Stocks,  he  plyed  his  work  fo  well  that  he  had 
gained  near  feven  pounds  ;  being  thus  fraighted,  he 
came  to  our  houfe,and  it  was  not  long  ere  his  Compa- 
nions followed  him  ;  when  theyfindingfo  confiderable 
a  Purchafe,paid  myLandlord  the  Reckoningand  call'd 
for  a  new  one,  where  they  drank  roundly,  remembring 
all  thofe  by  whom  they  fared  the  better;  and  then  ha- 
ving done  the  bufinefs  they  came  for,  they  paid  their 
Shot  and  march'd  off  to  the  next  Town  to  fee  if  they 
could  fareanybetter  than  they  had  done  at  ours.  And 
thefe,  continued  Miftrefs  Dorothy,  were  the  Guefts 
we  now  entertained,  P adders  and  Pick  pockets,  who 
as  they  got  their  money  eafily,  fo  they  fpent  it  as 
lightly,  to  the  great  profit  of  mine  Hoft,  for  he 
gained  at  leaft  fifty  pounds  of  the  four  hundred, 
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and  flill  put  in  for  a  (hare :  but  as  the  Pitcher  goes 
not  fo  often  to  the  water,  but  it  comes  home  broken 
at  laft,  fo  in  fhort  time  not  onely  his  Guefts,  but  he 
himfelf  was  caught  and  brought  to  condign  punifh- 
ment. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

The  Author  relates  a  Story  how  he  and  fix  other  P ad- 
ders robUd  a  Carrier  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  and 
that  one  of  the  company  in  eonfidcration  of  an  hun- 
dred po?i7ids  paid  him  by  the  Coimtrey  where  the 
Robbery  zvas  committed,  owned  the  Fa£l,  and  there- 
by favcd  the  Countrcy  (who  were  fued)  from  pay - 
me7it  of  the  rcfl,  afid  at  length  by  their  ajjifiance 
gained  his  pardon.  A  If  0  how  a  young  Pick-pocket 
is  put  on  by  an  old  one,  to  cut  an  old  zvomans  Purfc 
whilefifJie  is  at  prayers  in  a  Church-yard  by  a  Tomb- 
flo7ie;  the  Boy  perforins  the  Exploit,  but  is  dif- 
covcr'd  and  fhezvd  by  the  old  pick-pocket  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  coining  to  flare  on  the  Boy  had  their  Pockets 
pickt  by  the  old  ojie  and  his  companions ;  And  aljo 
how  an  old  P adder  being  in  danger  to  be  haiig'd 
for  a  Robbery,  a  young  one  for  fifty  pounds  took  the 
Faft  upon  himfelf  difcharged  the  old  one,  and  in 
the  end  came  clearly  off  himfelf 

I  Finding  by  Mifi:rcfsZ?^n;///y'j-paufmgthatfhc  was 
fomcwhat  weary  of  her  large  Difcourfc,  and  be- 
ingdefirousto  knowthe  conclufionof  her  Adventures, 
dciircd  her  to  rcfrcfli  her  felf  with  a  Cup  of  Wine 
which  ftood  by  us,  and  then  we  all  three,  z'ic,  Mif- 
trcfs  Mary,  IMiftrcfs  Dorothy,  and  my  felf,  having 
drank  off  a  quart  of  the  belt,  I  thus  bcfpake  her ; 
Truly  Miftrcfs  Z?6'n'/'//;',  you  have  taken  much  pains  in 
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reciting  thefe  pleafant  adventures  that  befel  whil'ft 
you  liv'd  in  the  Inn,  and  you  muft  needs  have  very 
great  experience  by  what  you  have  related  ;  for  al- 
though I  was  well  acquainted  with  knaveries  and 
rogueries  enough  whileft  I  lived  in  England,  yet  all 
our  adventures  are  very  new,  being  fuch  whofe  like 
I  have  feldom  heard  ;  and  although  I  did  follow  the 
/'^^^/w^-Tradejefpecially  atthattimewhen  I  had  the 
good  fortuneatthefirftto  meet  with, andbeacquainted 
with  you,  yet  I  feldom  knew,  nor  indeed  ever  heard 
of  the  like  efcape  that  your  fix  Paddcrs  had  ;  it  was 
a  neat  and  cleanly  conveyance:  but  left  you  fhould 
be  tyred  with  too  long  fpeaking,  and  that  I  might 
enable  you  the  better  to  give  us  a  full  and  exaft 
account  of  the  reft  of  your  adventures,  I  will  relate 
to  you  fome  of  my  former  Adventures,  and  efpeci- 
ally  one,  which  was  fomewhat  like  that  of  your  fix 
Paddcrs,  and  thus  it  was. 

A  ftout  gang  of  us  who  were  Knights  of  the  Road, 
were  one  time  affembled  together  at  an  Inn,  from 
whence  we  underftood  a  good  round  Sum  of  money 
was  to  be  carry  ed,  and  we  only  waited  the  departure 
and  motions  of  the  Pack-horfcs,  that  we  might  put 
our  proje6l  in  execution,  the  Sum  was  fix  hundred 
pounds,  and  we  knew  it  was  to  be  carried  in  a  pack, 
but  which  pack  and  which  horfe  was  to  cany  it,  we 
were  ignorant  of,  and  that  we  doubted  would  be  a 
hindrance  or  at  leaftwife  a  trouble  to  our  defign  ;  for 
theCarrierhaving  fuch  a  chargeof  money  was  refolv'd 
to  travel  only  by  day  light,  and  not  in  the  night  time, 
whereby  if  it  fhould  happen  he  were  robb'd,  he  might 
not  bear  the  lofs  ;  and  we  knowing  this,  and  doubting 
that  he  would  keep  in  as  much  company  as  he  could, 
wefear'ditwouldbctroublefomeanddangerous  to  rob 
himof  that  moncy,unlefs  weknewinwhatpackitwas; 
.for  itwould  take  up  much  time  to  cut  up  and  examine  all 
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the  reft  of  the  Packs,  which  were  near  twenty  in  num- 
ber ;  wherefore  one  of  our  Comrades  made  it  his  bufi- 
nefs  to  difcover  that  matter,  but  although  he  was  watch- 
ful, yet  the  Carrier  and  Owners  were  as  fhie,  fo  that  he 
could  not  pofTibly  attain  to  his  defires  ;  wherefore  he 
was refolv'd  to  under-feel  the  Hofl:lcr,whouponalittle 
acquaintance  and  a  Reward  given  him,  and  more  pro- 
mifed  if  the  project  fliould  take,  engaged  to  give  hima 
certainTokcnhowhc  fliould knowtheHorfcand Pack, 
and  to  thatend  directed  him  towait  the  next  morning 
early  when  the  Pack-horfes  went  out:  Our  Companion 
did  fo,  fitting  in  a  Drinking-room  in  the  Yard  where 
he  could  fee  all  paffages.  The  Horfcs  being  loaded, 
went  out  one  after  another,  and  the  Moneyed-horfe  in 
the  middle,  when  he  came  the  Hofllcr  lifted  up  his 
hand,  and  gave  him  a  Clap  over  the  Buttock,  faying, 
Goc  thy  luays  Dun,  for  thou  zvilt  never  be  fold  to  thy 
ivorth  :  This  was  Item  enough  to  our  Companion  to 
mark,  and  know  what  he  had  to  do  ;  fothat  the  Horfcs 
being  all  gone,  and  he  having  difpatcht  his  drink, came 
up  to  us  who  attended  him  ;  And  then  he  telling  us 
that  he  knew  how  to  execute  our  Dcfign,  and  that  he 
had  knowledge  enough,  we  reflcd  contented,  neither 
did  we  leave  that  Inn  till  noon,  although  the  Carrier 
wentout  in  the  mcjrning  early,and  this  we  did  that  we 
might  not  be  fufpecled  to  have  any  dcfign  xi\)0\\  him, 
but  foon  after  wc  had  din'd  we  all  mounted  and  <uva\- 
we  rode.  It  was  not  many  hours  before  wc  ow-r-took 
the  Carrier,  or  at  Icall  came  near  him,  and  then  we 
fcnt  one  of  thccompanj'tofcourthcRoad. and  difcover 
in  what  condition  the  Carrier  was  in,  and  as  occafion 
ferv'd  to  come  back  to  us  and  acquaint  us  ;  one  hour 
before  night  he  came  to  us,  wlio  were  not  far  o\\\  and 
told  us,  that  then  v/as  the  opportunity,  for  the  Carrier 
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had  engag'd  company  all  the  while  before,  but  now 
the  night  coming  on,  and  theCompany  being  to  travel 
further  than  the  Carrier,  they  had  newly  left  him,  and 
then  he  was  alone,  onely  with  his  man  and  two  or 
three  paffengers  ;  we  being  eight  in  number,  quickly 
made  up  to  the  Carrier,  and  one  with  Sword  drawn 
and  Piftol  cock'd  feiz'd  on  him,  another  on  his  man, 
and  the  reft  of  our  Companions  on  the  reft  of  the  Paf- 
fengers ;  heof  our  Companions  that  knew  the  Horfe 
and  Pack  onely  went  to  him,  fmgl'd  him  out,  cut  his 
Girts,  ripp'd  up  the  Pack,  and  took  forth  the  money, 
without  medling  with  any  thing  elfe  ;  we  the  reft  of 
his  Companions  in  the  mean  time  had  difmounted 
the  Carrier,  his  man,  and  the  Paffengers,  and  having 
tyed  their  hands,  we  left  them  to  fhift  for  themfelves, 
and  fix  of  us  taking  each  of  us  a  hundred  pounds, 
and  the  other  two  riding  one  in  the  Van,  and  the  other 
in  the  Rere,  away  we  march'd,  but  at  that  rate  that 
in  two  hours  we  were  got  thirty  miles  from  the  place 
where  the  robbery  was  committed,  and  we  had  fo 
crofs'd  the  Country  to  prevent  difcovery,  that  it  was 
almoft  impoffible  to  overtake  or  finde  us.  We  took 
up  our  Quarters  at  an  Inn  where  we  were  very  well 
acquainted,  and  for  joy  of  our  purchafe  wanted  for 
nothing  that  money  could  produce  us,  and  there  we 
fpent  feme  time  in  all  manner  of  delights,  till  being 
weary  of  the  place,  and  fome  of  the  Company  having 
a  defire  to  depart  and  feparate,  we  accordingly  did 
fo  ;  and  one  of  our  Companions  who  had  occafion 
to  ride  that  way  where  we  committed  this  Robbery 
performed  one  of  the  boldcft  exploits  that  I  have 
ever  heard  of,  and  thus  it  was. 

He  had  an  Uncle  who  kept  an  Inn  in  thcTown  near 
to  the  place  where  this  Robbery  was  done,  to  whofe 
houfe  he  came&was  welcom'd;  he  pretended  he  was  a 
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Soldier,  and  was  newly  come  from  the  Garrifon  at 
Brijiol,  and  with  fuch  kind  of  imaginary  Stories  he 
difcours'd  his  Uncle,  and  telling  him  the  beft  news  he 
could,  and  his  Uncle  likewife  acquainted  him  with 
the  news  of  the  Town,  and  as  the  chiefeft  told  him 
that  there  had  lately  been  a  great  robbery  done,  for  a 
Carrier  was  robb'd  of  fix  hundred  pound,  and  there- 
fore it  being  done  in  the  day  time,  that  Town  muft  pay 
for  it,  and  trucly  Coufin,  faid  he,  our  Town  hath  been 
fo  mightily  pcftrcd  with  Soldiers  that  we  are  very  poor 
and  not  able  and  my  fhare  comes  to  thirty  pound  of 
themoney :  but  faid  our  companion, can  you  not  meet 
with  the  thieves  ?  no  replyed  his  Uncle  ;  we  have 
offered  a  hundred  pound,  to  any  that  can  difcover 
them,  but  hitherto  all  hath  been  in  vain.  This  was 
the  Hofts  difcourfe  with  his  Kinfman,  who  very  well 
knew  he  was  one  of  the  number  ;  and  a  conceit  came 
into  his  head, that  itwas  poffiblc  that  as  he  had  got  al- 
mofl  a  hundred  pounds  already  by  this  robbery,  fo  he 
might  get  anothcrwholc  hundred  pounds ;  and  there- 
fore being  rcfolvcd whattodo.hc  thus  difcoveredhim- 
felf  to  his  Uncle  :  it  is  now  faid  he,  three  years  fmce  I 
left  myFathcr,and  ever  fmce  thatlhavc  ledatrouble- 
fomc  life,  fo  that  I  arn  almoft  wearj'  of  it ;  and  it  is  not 
long  fincc  that  for  a  mifdcmcanor  I  had  done  in  our 
Garrifon,  I  was  condemned  to  be  hang'd,  but  I  thank 
my  flars  I  cfcapcd  it,  and  being  fo  near  death  and  cf- 
caping,  I  foon  after  came  acquainted  with  a  cunning 
man,  who  tclh'ng  nic  my  Fortune,  told  me  that  I  had 
latcl}-  cfcapcd  a  danger,  which  I  very  well  knew  ;  and 
he  withal  added,  that  I  (liould  run  into  many  other 
dangers,  and  Ihould  efca}:)c  them  ;  and  that  he  was 
certain  I  was  not  born  to  be  hang'd  :  and  now  there- 
fore Uncle  faid  he,  1  will  once  again  tempt  my  fate, 
and  being  affured  thatlihall  not  be  hang'd,  I  care  not. 
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if  I  may  be  enfured  the  hundred  pounds  you  fpake  of, 
if  I  take  upon  me  and  own  the  Robbery  ;  and  I  think 
it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  do,  for  as  I  remember 
one  of  the  Gentlemen  Padders  who  did  that  feat  was 
habited  and  mounted  juft  as  I  am.  His  Uncle  having 
heard  his  difcourfe,  ftared  at  him,  and  asked  him  if  he 
were  mad  ?  no,  replyed  he,  but  if  you  will  warrant  me 
the  money  Tie  undertake  the  matter  :  his  Uncle  fee- 
ing him  thus  refolved,  began  to  confider  a  little  more 
ferioufly  of  the  matter,  and  told  his  kinfman,  that  if 
he  would  do  the  one,  he  would  not  only  enfure  him 
of  the  other,  but  alfo  endeavour  his  pardon,  and  there- 
upon he  fent  for  fome  of  the  Neighbors  whom  he 
might  truft ;  and  told  them  that  there  was  a  wild 
young  man  his  kinfman,  who  would  fave  them  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  told  them  the  manner  how, 
they  were  well  enough  fatisfied  with  thcpropofition, 
and  not  only  promifed  him  the  money  \\hich  was  a- 
greedon,fhould  beprefentlyputinto  any  friends  hand, 
but  alfo  that  they  would  undertake  his  pardon,  or  at 
leaft-wife  a  reprieve  that  he  might  fue  out  his  pardon  ; 
this  being  agreed  upon,  they  next  proceeded  in  their 
difcourfe  how  this  affair  was  to  be  managed,  and  after 
feveral  propofitions  made,  it  was  concluded,  that  as  he 
came  into  the  Town,  fo  he  fhould  go  out,  and  the  next 
day  he  fliould  re-enter  the  Town  when  the  Officers 
who  fliould  be  then  appointed  to  fcarch  for  fufpitious 
perfons  fhould  feize  on  him,  and  he  fliould  at  the  firll 
deny  the  fa6t,  but  upon  examination  fliould  To \ary 
and  waverin  hisdifcourfe,thathefliould  give  jiiftcaufe 
of  fufpition  ;  they  having  agreed  on  this,  and  feveral 
other  particulars,  and  the  money  being  dcpofited  in  a 
young  maidens  hand,  who  was  his  Uncles  Daughter  ; 
hetookhorfe  and  privately  left  the  Town.  The  next 
day  the  Officers  of  the  Town  being  charged  to  keep 
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ftri6l  watch,  and  fearch  all  fufpitious  places ;  they  did 
fo,  and  as  they  had  been  a  little  way  out  of  the  town, 
and  were  returning  our  Adventurer  overtook  them  ; 
who  rides  here  fays  one,fure  that  man  is  cloathed  juft 
as  the  Carrier  defcribcd  one  of  the  Padders  were  ?  he 
hearing  them  fay  this,  made  fome  ftand,  and  offered 
to  turn  his  back,  they  therefore  imagining  that  he 
might  be  fufpeftcd,  asked  of  him  what  he  was  ?  and 
came  near  to  encompafs  him,  he  ftill  withdrawing 
drew  his  piflol  and  fired  at  them,  they  then  ftaring  on 
each  other,  and  feeing  that  noneof  their  company  was 
kill'd  or  wounded,  were  encouraged  to  make  up  to 
him ;  and  although  he  drew  his  fword  yet  they  being 
armcdadvcnturcd  uponhim,andfeizingon  him,puird 
him  from  his  horfe  back,  he  then  asked  them,  what 
was  the  matter,  and  what  they  would  have  ?  they 
told  him  that  he  was  a  high- way  man,and  that  they  were 
very  certain  of,  or  elfc  why  did  he  flioot  at  them,  and 
were  glad  they  had  caught  him,  he  fliould  pay  for  all 
the  trouble  he  had  put  the  Town  to;  fome  railed  at 
him  in  this  manner,  whilft  others  difarmed  him  and 
bound  his  hands  together,  and  then  they  led  him 
away  to  the  Town,  where  with  great  noifcthcy  carried 
him  before  their  Jultice  of  the  peace;  he  ftrictly  ex- 
amined him  and  abfolutelycharged  himwiththe  former 
Robber}',advifing  him  to  confefs, and  inform  againfl  his 
companions, and  then  hetoldhimhe  would  endeavour 
togethim  apardon :  ouradventurer  gavchini  thchcar- 
ing  of  all,  but  denyed  all  knowledge  of  the  robbery, 
but  fo  faintly  and  with  fuch  faulteringand  uncertain- 
tics,  that  the  Jultice  conimittctl  him  to  prifon.  In  few 
daycs  after  the  Carrier  came  that  wajxs,  and  he  was 
conducted  to  the  Thief,  were  after  a  light  fight  and 
difcourfc  with  hini,  he  and  his  fervant  renicmbred 
him,  and  the  Owner  of  the  money  was  fent  for 
who  was  alio  carried  before  the  Jultice;   and  thure 
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he,  the  Carrier  and  his  Servant  were  all  bound  to 
profecute  the  Felon,  which  was  much  in  the  vexa- 
tion of  the  owner  of  the  moneys,  who  expefted  the 
next  affizes  to  have  a  tryal  againft  the  Town,  and 
to  recover  his  money  of  them,  whereas  now  he  faw 
he  was  like  to  lofe  that,  and  only  have  an  Endi6l- 
ment  againft  the  Felon,  when  as  if  he  fhould  find 
him  guilty,  it  would  be  a  little  fatisfa6lion  for  fuch  a 
fum  of  money  as  he  had  loft.  And  as  he  expelled, 
and  as  the  plot  was  laid,  fo  it  fell  out;  for  the  Affizes 
being  come,  an  Endiclment  was  brought  in  againft 
our  Delinquent,  and  although  he  bufs'ld  to  defend 
himfelf,  yet  he  was  found  guilty,  and  then  he  made 
an  ingenious  confeffion  to  the  Judge  of  the  manner 
of  the  Robbery,onlyconcealingasmuchas  he  thought 
convenient,  alleadging  that  indeed  he  was  guilty, 
but  it  was  his  firft  fa6l,  but  he  was  drawn  in  by 
chance  being  overtaken  on  the  way  by  the  Robbers ; 
he  being  coming  to  the  Town  to  vifit  his  Unkle,  and 
therefore  he  pray'd  mercy  of  the  court,  the  Judge 
told  him  that  if  he  would  difcover  his  companions 
fomewhat  might  be  done,  but  not  elfe,  he  replycd, 
that  truly  he  was  not  in  their  company,  above  eight 
and  forty  hours  in  all,  and  therefore  knew  not  of 
their  haunts,  but  if  his  honor  would  fpare  his  life  he 
would  if  ever  he  met  them,  caufe  them  to  be  appre- 
hended; to  this  the  Judge  made  no  Anfwer,  fo  that 
our  Adventurers  Uncle  prefented  a  Petition  to  the 
Judge  in  behalf  of  his  Kinf-man,  and  the  other  Chief 
men  of  the  Town  pretending  for  his  Unkles  fake  to 
do  fo  affiftcd  him  in  it,  and  they  drew  the  Petition  fo 
pitifully,  that  the  Judge  at  their  importunity  granted 
him  reprieve  for  the  prefcnt,  leaving  him  to  fue  out 
his  pardon  as  faft  as  he  could:  and  thus  all  Parties 
werecontent  except  theowncrof  the  moneys,whowent 
away  with  a  Flea  in  his  car :  and  our  Adventurer  fo 
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plyed  his  bufinefs,  wanting  for  neither  money  nor 
friends,  that  in  fhort  time  he  gained  his  pardon,  and 
he  was  fet  free  :  and  I  will  add  this  further  of  ourcom- 
panion,  that  after  this  he  turned  honeft  man,  for  by 
virtue  of  the  money  he  had  gained  in  this  robbery, 
and  what  was  given  him,  he  firft  fet  up  an  Ale- 
houfe,  and  foon  after  an  Inn,  and  hath  born  all 
Offices  in  the  Parifli.  And  this  ftory,  faid  I,  Miftrefs 
Dorothy,  fomwhat  refembles  yours,  for  your  Thieves 
cheated  the  Country  who  paid  the  Knight  what  he 
had  loft,  and  here  on  the  contrary,  the  Country  out- 
witted the  Party  rob'd,  and  faved  their  puries ;  and 
truly  I  have  known  feveral  of  thefe  tranfa6lions,  and 
fometimes  the  guilty  efcape,  and  the  innocent  are 
punifhed.  And  now,  continued  I,  Miftrefs  Dorothy: 
you  fee  I  am  acquainted  with  thefe  kind  of  ftories 
and  as  I  have  already  related  one  of  a  Padder,  which 
do  fomwhat  equal  yours,  I  will  now  alfo  tell  you 
another  of  a  Pick-pocket,  which  fhall  be  much  like 
yours  of  that  nature,  and  thus  it  was. 

A  Crew  of  Blades  of  that  Profeffion  came  to  a 
Countrcy-town  on  a  market  day,  and  finding  there 
was  little  good  to  be  done  without  fome  occafion  to 
draw  the  People  together  more  than  ordinary,  they 
therefore  went  to  an  Ale-houfe  to  confult  on  what 
was  ncceffary  to  be  done,  and  there  after  feveral  de- 
bates held,  it  was  concluded  as  follows,  that  whereas 
they  had  lately  taken  up  a  boy  of  about  ten  years  of 
age,  who  was  very  dcfirous  of  learning  their  myftcry, 
and  whereas  they  had  inftruclcd  him  fufficiently  in 
the  theory  thereof,  that  it  was  now  time  to  put  him  in 
pra6licc,  and  therefore  the  graveft  man  inthccompan)' 
was  to  walk  out  with  him,  (hew  him  what  he  was  to  do 
and  help  him  if  he  ftood  in  need  thereof,  and  the  reft 
ofthefocietyweretobeatliand  todo  as  occafion  Oiould 
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offer ;  this  being  agreed  upon,  the  old  fellow  took 
the  Boy  by  the  hand,  and  leads  him  through  the  Mar- 
ket, but  there  was  no  probabillity  of  a  prize;  and  the 
Boy  having  promifed  to  do  much,  the  old  man  fought 
out  for  fome  what  that  might  be  worthy  his  under- 
taking, and  fo  going  out  of  the  market  they  entred  the 
Church-yard  and  there  they  faw  an  old  woman  with  a 
great  pouch  of  mony  by  herfide,  kneelingbyaTomb- 
ftone  and  doing  her  devotions:  Our  old  fellow  feeing 
this,  faid  to  the  Boy,  Sirrah,  you  fee  that  old  woman 
with  the  Pouch  ;  yes  Sir,  replyes  the  Boy,  go  thither 
faid  he,  and  bring  away  her  Purfe  and  money ;  the 
boy  was  not  at  all  daunted  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  un- 
dertaking, but  went  up  to  the  woman,  and  fo  foon  as 
he  came  near  her,  he  likewife  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
fell  a  mumbling  as  if  he  were  alfo  at  his  devotions  ; 
the  old  woman  feeing  him  fo  devout,  permitted  him 
to  continne  by  her,  but  he  putting  down  one  of  his 
hands  by  virtue  of  a  Knife  and  Horn-thimble  cut 
off  her  Purfe  :  The  old  man  ftood  not  far  off  and  faw 
his  carriage  which  was  fo  cunningly  contriv'd  that 
he  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  it,  but  bethinking 
him  of  a  further  Dcfign,  he  was  refolved  to  difcover 
the  Boy,  whereupon  flopping  fome  paffengers  that 
were  going  by,  he  faid  to  them,  I  pray  friends  behold 
yonder  Boy  how  devout  he  is,  do  you  not  think  he 
will  be  a  good  one  in  time  that  is  fo  religioufly  given 
already?  yes  furely,  faid  the  people.  Oh  the  cunning- 
nefs  of  the  young  Rogue  !  faid  the  old  fellow,  and 
how  much  you  are  all  miftaken  I  for  I  have  flood 
and  fecn  that  young  Rogue  cut  the  old  womans 
Purfe,  and  thereupon  he  went  to  his  young  prac- 
titioner in  Roguery,  and  took  him  by  the  hand 
caufing  him  to  arife,  and  bringing  him  to  the 
people,  fhewed  them  the  Purfe  he  had  thus  pur- 
chafed  ;  the  old  woman  was  not  fo  intent  at  her  de- 
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votions,  but  fhe  cafting  her  eyes  afide  likewife  faw  a 
Purfe  in  the  Boys  hand,  mifling  her  own  foon  knew 
that  to  be  it,  wherefore  fhe  and  all  the  people  came 
nearer  the  Boy,  who  flood  ftill  as  a  flock  and  faid 
nothing  to  them,  and  all  the  people,  not  only  they 
that  went  by,  but  alfo  at  their  report  mofb  of  the 
people  in  the  market  came  thither  to  fee  this  young 
Rogue,  admiring  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  fa6l,  but  they 
had  been  better  to  have  ftaid  away  and  minded  their 
own  Affairs  ;  for  our  old  Rogue  feeing  his  oppor- 
tunity, and  that  now  there  was  a  great  many  people 
together,  he  fell  a  diving  into  their  pockets,  and  got 
good  Pillage,  and  his  Companions  who  were  not  far 
off  at  the  noife  came  in  to  the  fport,  and  all  laid 
about  them  fo  luftily  that  there  were  few  who  efcaped 
without  their  pockets  being  pick'd,  onely  the  old 
woman  had  her  purfe  again,  but  in  exchange  of  that 
ourold  Rogue  and  his  Companions  had  twenty  others 
better  fraught  with  moneys;  in  fine,  they  being  weary 
with  looking  on  the  boy,  &  the  Pick-pockets  think- 
ing they  had  done  fufficiently  for  that  time,  the  old 
fellow  came  to  the  boy,  and  told  him  that  as  he  had 
firft  of  all  difcovered  him,  fo  he  fliould  go  along  with 
him  ;  the  boy  who  had  learned  obedience  to  his  Su- 
periors, confcntcd,  and  fothey  march'd  off,  and  went 
a  little  way  out  of  the  Town  to  an  Ale-houfe,  where 
they  divided  the  plunder  of  the  field,  which  amounted 
to  above  twenty  pounds.  And  thus  having  told  my 
Tale,  I  faid  to  Miflrefs  Dorothy  that  I  thought  this 
was  fomewhat  like  her  difcourfe  of  the  Pick-pockets. 
She  told  me  flie  mufl  needs  confefs  it,  and  that  both 
my  Tales  exceeded  hers,  and  therefore  flie  defired 
me  to  rcmitt  her  jM'omife  of  proceeding  any  further 
in  her  difcourfe  ;  for,  faid  flie,  I  fliall  be  able  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  nothing  but  what  you  know  already; 
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as  for  that,  faid  I,  I  muft  hear  the  conclufion  of  your 
(lory,  but  fince  you  feem  to  prove  of  what  I  have 
told  you,  I  fhall  proceed  a  little  further,  and  relate 
a  Story  to  you  fomewhat  like  my  firft,  and  thus  it 
was, 

AHigh-way-manwhohadufed  theTrade  foralong 
time,  was  at  length  catch'd,  and  the  evidence  was  fo 
clear  againft  him  that  he  was  likely  to  be  caft,  and 
then  he  was  fure  to  go  to  pot,  for  he  had  been  fmged 
on  the  Fift  already,  and  the  Judge  who  was  to  try 
him  was  very  fevere  on  that  account  ;  wherefore  he 
was  very  melancholly,  and  much  perplexed,  and  all 
the  friends  he  had  could  not  comfort  him ;  however 
he  was  one  day  drinking  with  fome  friends  in  the 
Jayl,  and  telling  them  the  fadnefs  of  his  condition, 
and  feveral  ways  were  propounded  for  his  fafety; 
they  told  him  that  it  would  be  beft  to  compound  the 
fa6t  with  the  Profecutor  ;  I  have  offered  that,  faid  the 
Felon,  and  though  I  did  not  take  above  twenty 
pounds  from  the  party,  yet  I  have  offered  him  fifty 
pound  for  compofition  if  he  will  forbear  profecution ; 
but  he  will  not  hear  of  any  thing  but  the  Law,  and 
will  make  no  end  but  what  that  fhall,  and  if  it  comes 
to  that,  then  I  am  certain  forrow  will  be  my  Sops ; 
how,  faid  one  that  was  prefent,  will  he  not  take  fifty 
pounds  for  twenty  ?  fure  he  wants  no  money,  for  if 
he  knew  the  want  of  it  fo  much  as  I  do,  he  would 
not  make  fo  flight  of  fifty  pounds  ;  but  I  pray,  con- 
tinued he,  what  is  the  reafon  he  is  fo  outragious 
againft  you  ?  what  is  the  caufe  of  his  violent  pro- 
ceeding ?  Truly,  reply'd  the  Thief,  it  was  my  mil- 
fortune  to  be  one  of  thofe  two  that  met  with  him 
one  night,  and  he  having  twenty  pounds  and  a  Watch 
about  him  we  eas'd  him  of  them,  my  Companion 
efcaped,  but  I  was  feized  the  next  night  on  fufpition, 
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and  having  befides  my  fhare  of  the  twenty  pounds 
the  watch  about  me  which  we  had  hkewife  taken  from 
him,  it  was  as  he  faid,  a  clear  Teftimony  &  evidence 
of  the  Fa6l,  he  earneftly  enquired  for  the  ring 
which  my  companion  had  for  his  fhare;  &  becaufe  I 
cannot  help  him  to  the  ring  he  is  thus  obftinate,  well 
then,  I  fee  faid  the  other,  you  have confefs'd  the fa6l,& 
therefore  there  is  no  hopeof  favingyou:  truly  replyed 
the  Padder,  I  never  yet  confefled  it  to  any  one  that  I 
think  will  do  me  any  prejudice,  but  much  lefs  to  him ; 
but  infteadof  confeffmg  I  havealways  ftoutlydenyed 
it.alleadging  that  I  bought  the  Watch  that  Evening  of 
one  in  whofe  company  I  was ;  nay  then,  replyed  the 
other, your  cafe  is  not  fo  defperate  as  I  thought  it,  and 
how  fay  you  now,  continued  he,  are  you  willing  to  be 
as  good  as  your  word,  and  give  the  fifty  pounds  you 
fpcak  of  to  be  difcharged  of  this  matter?  yes  with  all 
my  heart,  faid  the  Padder;  well  then  faid  the  other, 
if  you  will  depofitc  the  money  into  another  mans 
hands  that  I  maybe  furc  of  itwhenyouare  difcharged 
I  willundertakcyoufliallbeacquited;  content,  faid  the 
other,  but  I  pray  acquaint  me  with  the  manner  how 
you  will  manage  this  affair;  our  Undertaker  replyed, 
that  he  had  confidcred  of  what  was  to  be  done,  and 
was  refolvcd  fo  he  might  be  fure  of  the  money,  to  ven- 
ture hisownneck  to  favc  the  others,  and  that  he  would 
take  upon  him  the  fa6l,  and  thereby  difcharge  him. 
The  Padder  was  content  to  part  with  his  money,  but 
withal  hedefired  to  have  feme  clcerdcmonft  ration  how 
he  intended  to  manage  the  bufinefs;  to  which  our  un- 
dertaker replyed,  it  muft  be  your  care  not  to  be  tryed 
till  the  laft  day  of  the  affizes,  and  then  ftill  deny  the 
fa6l  very  ftoutly,  continuing  your  allegation  that  you 
did  buy  the  Watch  of  a  ftranger,  but  one  whom  you 
knew  if  you  again  fliould  fee  him,  and  then  I  muflbor- 
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row  your  Clothes,  and  the  Perriwig'  you  wore  when 
you  committed  the  Fa6l,  and  then  I  purpofe  at  that 
time  not  to  be  far  from  you ;  and  when  I  fee  a  conve- 
nient time  I  wil  appear,  &  the  manner  fhal  be  thus: 
I  will  attempt  to  pick  a  mans  pocket,  but  I  will  do 
it  fo  unworkman  like,  that  if  he  be  not  a  very  Dolt 
he  fhall  difcover  me,  I  being  difcovered  muft  pre- 
fently  be  brought  before  the  Judge  for  the  Fa6t, 
and  when  you  fee  me  there  you  fhall  cry  out  as 
amazed  and  furprized,  that  I  am  the  very  man  of 
whom  you  bought  the  Watch,  and  you  Ihall  then 
fee  that  although  I  deny  it  a  little  at  firft,  yet  I  will 
at  laft  confefs  my  felf  guilty,  and  fo  you  fhall  be 
difcharged  :  This,  faid  our  Undertaker  is  my  propo- 
fition,  and  now  if  you  can  contrive  it  better,  do,  and 
I  will  follow  your  directions.  The  Padder  and  all 
his  friends  were  hugely  well  fatisfied  &  pleafed  with 
the  Undertakers  difcourfe,  and  could  not  find  any 
fault  in  any  particular,  wherefore  their  Agreement 
was  quickly  perfected,  and  the  fifty  pounds  were 
delivered  into  the  cuflody  of  one  whom  they  both 
knew  and  entrufted,  to  be  kept  by  him  until  the 
Padder  fliould  be  difcharged.  Several  perfons  then 
prefent  asked  of  the  Undertaker  how  he  intended 
to  come  off  himfelf .''  as  for  that,  replyed  he,  I  have 
it  in  my  head,  and  I  will  venture  that,  and  keep  it 
fafe  enough  too  I  hope  :  this  bufinefs  being  thus 
agreed  on  they  at  prefent  parted,  and  the  Under- 
taker had  the  Clothes  and  Perriwig  of  the  Padder 
delivered  to  him  ;  and  the  Padder  did  put  himfelf 
into  a  habit  quite  different  from  that ;  Thus  Affairs 
ftood  when  the  Affizes  began,  which  lafted  two 
days,  onely  the  firft  day  was  paft,  and  our  Padder 
had  by  his  endeavours  kept  himfelf  from  being 
called ;    the  fecond  day  was  come   and    forenoon 
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paft,  when  in  the  after-noon  this  Caufe  Avas  to  be 
heard ;  the  Judges  fervant  were  fome  of  them  gone 
out  of  the  Town  to  make  provifion  for  their  Mafter 
at  another  Town,  whither  he  was  that  night  to  fol- 
low, fo  that  there  was  a  neccffity  for  his  removal ; 
&  then  about  three  of  the  clock  this  prifoner  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  his  Indiftment  was  read,  which 
was  for  robing  the  Countrcy-man,  of  20I.  in  money, 
and  a  filver  watch,  and  a  gold  Ring,  to  this  the  pri- 
foner pleaded  not  gjiilty  and  fo  put  himfelf  upon  his 
tryal,  according  to  the  ordinary  form  ;  then  was  the 
Countryman  called,  who  did  alledge  that  the  pri- 
foner at  the  Bar  was  the  party,  who  with  another 
his  companion  did  rob  him  as  aforefaid  ;  the  prifoner 
denycd  the  fact,  and  defired  the  Judge  to  ask  his 
accufcr  what  habit  he  was  then  in,  to  this  the 
Countrey-man  replyed,  that  indeed  his  habit  and 
hair  were  then  different  from  what  he  now  had,  but 
that  was  an  eafie  thing  to  alter,  but  he  was  fure  he 
was  the  man,  for  he  had  his  very  watch  in  his 
pocket,  to  this  the  prifoner  rcplycd  as  formerly,  that 
he  bought  it  of  a  perfon  who  indeed  was  habited  as 
the  Country-man  had  defcribcd.  He  was  come  to 
this  part  of  his  tr)\il  when  a  noife  was  heard  in  the 
Court  of  crying  out  a  pick-pocket,  a  pick-pocket, 
and  foon  after  our  undertaker  was  haled  into  Court ; 
the  Judge  feeing  him,  faid,  Sirrah,  how  durft  you  be 
fo  bold  ?  I  fliall  talk  with  you  by  and  by,  fct  him 
by  at  prcfent ;  the  prifoner  at  the  liar  feeing  it  was 
now  a  fit  time,  crycd  out,  O  my  Lord!  I  pray  let 
him  flay  here  now,  for  indeed  my  Lord  that  is  the 
very  perfon  of  whom  I  bought  the  watch,  and  whofe 
juft  fate  hath  brought  him  hither  at  this  time,  that 
my  innocency  may  be  cleared,  therefore  I  bcfcech 
you  my  Lord,  let  him  be  examined,  and  I  queflion 
not    but    you    will  foon  find  my  innocency.     The 
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Judge  hearing  the  exclamations  of  the  prifoner,  and 
fuppofing  there  might  be  fomewhat  in  the  cafe,  and 
withal  being  defirous  to  execute  juftice  caufed  the 
Undertaker  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  and  then  he 
thus  began :  now,  you  who  are  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar,  and  upon  your  tryal,  what  do  you  fay  to,  or 
charge  this  man  with  ;  my  Lord  replyed  the  padder, 
I  fay  and  alledge  that  this  Perfon  who  now  ftands 
here  by  me,  is  the  very  perfon  of  whom  I  bought 
the  watch,  and  I  gave  him  fifty  fliillings  for  it,  let 
him  deny  it  if  he  can,  and  my  Lord  I  further  fay, 
that  I  fuppofe  he  is  the  perfon  who  committed  the 
robbery,  for  he  is  habited  jufb  as  this  Country-man 
defcribed  one  of  them  to  be  :  what  fay  you  to  this  : 
faid  my  Lord  to  the  Country-man,  truly  my  Lord, 
faid  he,  I  am  fomewhat  at  a  ftand,  for  indeed  one 
of  thofe  who  robb'd  me  was  habited  as  this  fellow 
is,  pointing  to  the  undertaker,  but  I  finding  my 
Watch  in  the  cuftody  of  this  other  did  verily  believe 
and  was  very  confident  that  it  was  he  that  robb'd 
me,  but  I  muft  leave  all  to  your  Lord-fliip  and  the 
Jury :  Now,  you  Sir,  faid  my  Lord  to  the  under- 
taker, what  fay  you  for  your  felf  ?  did  you  fell  a 
Watch  to  this  man  here  ?  my  Lord,  replyed  he,  I 
have  never  a  Watch,  no,  I  know  that  now,  faid  my 
Lord,  but  did  you  not  fell  a  Watch  to  this  man  ? 
my  Lord  faid  the  undertaker,  I  am  an  honeft  man, 
that's  a  fign  of  your  honefty,  when  you  pick  a  pocket 
in  my  prefence,  my  Lord  it  is  a  miftake,  replyed  the 
Fellow ;  I  believe,  faid  my  Lord,  we  fhall  not  be 
miftaken  in  you  by  and  by,  having  thus  faid  the 
Watch  it  felf  was  produc'd,  and  flicw'd  to  the  un- 
dertaker ;  and  he  was  asked  if  he  knew  it,  yes,  my 
Lord,  faid  he,  I  had  fuch  a  watch  as  this  ;  and  where 
had  you  it?  I  know  not  faid  the  undertaker  :  at  this 
the  Padder  cryed  out,  O  my  Lord,  he  hath  faid 
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enough  to  difcharge  me  and  accufe  himfelf,  for  he 
ownes  he  had  the  Watch,  and  I  am  fure  I  bought  it 
of  him,  therefore  good  my  Lord  do  me  Juftice  ?  ac- 
quit me.and  punifli  him;  all  in  due  time  faid  my  Lord, 
we  muft  not  condemn  him  before  he  be  lawfully  in- 
di6ted,  but  I  think  he  hath  confefs'd  enough  againft 
himfelf,and  therefore  he  fhall  be  committed,  and  fmce 
I  cannot  ftay  now  any  longer  he  fhall  be  indi6led  the 
next  Affizcs,  till  then  he  mufl  lye  by  it  and  have  time 
to  repent :  but  I  pray  my  Lord,  faid  the  Padder,  let 
me  be  difchargcd ;  I  cannot  difcharge  you  reply'd  my 
Lord,  now  you  are  upon  your  tryal,  except  the  Jury 
find  you  not  guilty:  I  put  myfelf  upon  them,  faid  the 
Padder,  whereupon  the  Jury  only  asking  the  Under- 
taker fomc  qucflions  which  he  doubtfully  anfwered, 
the  Jury  gave  their  Verdi6l,  Not  guilty,  and  thus  was 
the  Padder  difcharged,  but  however  he  was  bound  to 
come  in  evidence  the  next  Affixes  againfb  the  under- 
taker, and  fo  was  the  Country-man,  but  he  had  been 
better  to  have  taken  fifty  pounds  than  thus  to  have 
troubled  himfelf  about  the  Ring,  for  in  the  end  he  lofl 
all,  and  no  hanging  was  in  the  cafe;  for  when  the 
next  Affizes  came,  and  our  Undertaker  was  indi6led, 
the  Tale  was  now  of  another  Hogg,  he  denyed  all 
knowledge  of  the  Watch,  and  as  he  had  owned  any 
thing  before,  he  now  again  denyed  it,  bringing  wit- 
neffcs  to  prove  where  he  was  at  that  hour,  and  all  the 
time  of  the  robbery,  and  faying,  he  told  them  it  was 
a  miftake  the  laft  time,  that  he  was  then  only  furpri- 
zed;  and  indeed  he  fpake  fo  well,  and  to  the  purpofe, 
that  he  was  acquitted  of  the  robbery,  and  only 
whipt  a  little  for  [)icking  the  pocket,  and  fo  he  march'd 
off  with  fifty  pounds;  and  the  Padder  who  did  not 
appear  at  the  Affizes  as  witnefs  againft  him,  let  the 
recognizance  go  againit  him,  leaving  the  law  to  find 
him  whore  they  could  catch  him. 
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CHAP.     XVIII. 

Mijlrefs  Mary  relates  a  notable  Jlory  of  a  Coiintrey- 
Gentlenian^s  cheating  a  Gold  fmith  ;  another  much 
more  remarkable,  of  a  Gentlemans  Boy  by  affiflance 
of  his  Mafler,  who  put  a  notable  trick  on  a  Gold- 
fmith:  afterwards  going  for  France,  w  notorioufly 
robUd  by  way  of  retaliation,  the  manner  hotv,  with 
with  his  accompanying  a  Jeeming  Gallant  to  a 
Feafi  who  fieals  a  piece  of  Plate. 

HAving  now  finifhed  my  difcourfe,  I  defired  Mi- 
ftrefs  Dorothy  to  proceed  in  hers,  and  put  an 
end  to  her  Adventures,  to  which  fhe  replyed,that  fince 
I  was  fowell  acquainted  with  thefe  paffages,  and  could 
recount  things  fo  various  and  wittily-pleafant,  which 
far  exceeded  anything  fhe  could  fay,llie  defired  to  be 
excufed  from  any  further  recital ;  I  told  her  I  muft 
needs  however,  hear  what  fhe  could  further  fay,  for 
all  fhe  had  hitherto  faid  was  various  from  what  I  had 
related  to  her ;  and  Miftrefs  Mary  likewife  joyned 
with  me  in  this  requefb,tellingher  that  fhemull:  needs 
proceed  in  her  Narrative,  for  fhe  longed  to  hear  what 
was  the  end  of  the  Hoft,and  Hoftefs,  and  how  flie  left 
them  and  came  to  London,  and  what  elfe  had  hapned 
to  her  till  the  firft  of  their  Acquaintance,  Truly  re- 
plyed  Miftrefs  Dorothy,  I  fhall  give  you  fatisfa6lion 
to  all  thefe  particulars  ;  but  methinks  you  were  but 
fhort  in  your  Narrative  and  might  have  enlarg'd ;  and 
fmce  you  did  as  I  believe,  omit  manypaffages  of  your 
Life  that  were  confiderable,  I  pray  let  us  hear  fome 
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of  them  from  you.  I  muft  confefs,  faid  Miftrefs  Ma- 
ry, that  in  the  recital  I  made  you  of  my  aftions,  I 
only  recounted  to  you  thofe  things  which  did  pertain 
to  my  own  ftory,  as  thinking  it  impertinent  to  re- 
late any  others  ;  but  if  I  had  thought  it  pleafant,  I 
could  likewife  have  told  you  of  fome  fuch  Robberies 
and  Cheates,  as  fome  of  my  acquaintance  were 
engag'd  in.  It  is  not  too  late  to  do  it  now,  faid  I 
to  her  ;  and  feeing  Miftrefs  Dorothy  is  not  yet  pleafed 
to  continue  her  ftory,  I  pray  you  therefore  to  let  us 
know  fome  of  your  experience  in  this  nature.  I  fhall 
not  deny  your  requcfl,  rcplyed  Miftrefs  Mary,  and 
therefore  after  fome  little  paufe  to  recolle6l  her  felf 
of  what  flic  had  to  fay  ;  flie  thus  began. 

I  mufl  confefs  that  I  had  feveral  of  my  Cuflomers 
whileft  I  liv'd  publickly  at  London,  who  although 
they  come  to  me  full,  return'd  empty,  and  then  ne- 
ceffity  put  them  upon  unlawful  courfcs,  and  when 
they  could  not  live  of  thcmfclves,  then  they  liv'd  by 
fhirking  upon  others  ;  this  was  their  firft  llcp,  and 
when  tJiis  would  not  do,  and  they  began  to  be  angry 
and  difcontcnted  that  they  could  not  wear  money 
in  their  pockets,  they  then  fell  to  gameing,  and  all 
the  Cheats  of  that  Myflery  were  put  in  practice  ; 
when  tliat  courfc  left  them,  the  next  was  to  pick 
pockets,  ftcal  (Jloaks,  and  a  hundred  fuch  kinde  of 
fhirking  tricks,  till  from  one  degree  to  another  they 
came  to  the  high  pad,  and  from  thence  to  the  Goal, 
and  fo  to  the  Gibbet  ;  many  I  fay,  of  my  acquaint- 
ance did  run  through  all  thefe  Courfes,  and  begin- 
ning, as  they  fay,  with  a  pin,  proceeded  to  a  point, 
and  fo  to  a  biggar  thing,  till  the  rope  held  them; 
but  I  al\va\-cs  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  leave  them 
off  when  they  began  thefe  Courfes.  Among  others 
that  came  to  me,  I  had  a  Country  Gentleman  who 
defigning  to  deal  honed ly  with  a  (hop-keeper,  had 
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occafion  to  out-wit  him,  who  intended  to  cheat  the 
Country-man.  The  Countrey  Gentleman  when  he 
came  to  me  had  his  Pockets  well  lined  with  Half- 
Crown  Pieces,  but  he  loving  his  pleafure  I  made 
him  pay  for  it  fo  confiderably,  that  his  Pocket  was 
well  near  emptied :  he  had  twenty  Pieces  of  Gold 
and  feveral  Rings,  part  of  which  I  defign'd  to  be 
Miftrefs  of,  but  he  was  to  wife  and  wary  to  part 
from  any  fuch  precious  Commodities  :  but  an  urgent 
occafion  happening,  and  mony  being  wanting,  he 
was  refolved  to  fell  a  Diamond  Ring  that  he  had, 
which  was  worth  fifty  pounds,  wherefore  he  keeping 
a  Servant  took  him  along,  and  to  Lovibard-Jlreet 
they  went,  when  he  came  there,  pitch'd  upon  a  Gold- 
fmiths  Shop  where  he  intended  to  fell  it ;  he  there- 
fore drew  off  his  Ring,  and  ask'd  the  Goldfmith 
what  it  was  worth  ?  The  Goldfmith  looking  on  him, 
and  then  on  the  Ring,  did  hope  to  make  this  Ring 
his  own  for  a  fmall  matter  ;  and  feeing  our  Countrey- 
man  in  a  plain  Countrey  Habit,  did  believe  that  he 
had  little  skill  in  Diamonds,  and  that  this  came  ac- 
cidentally to  his  poffeffion,  and  that  he  might  pur- 
chafe  it  very  eafily,  wherefore  he  being  doubtful 
what  to  anfwer  as  to  Price,  told  the  Countrey-man 
that  the  worth  of  it  was  uncertain,  for  he  could  not 
directly  tell  whether  it  was  right,  or  counterfeit;  As 
for  that,  faid  the  Countrey-man,  I  believe  it  is  right, 
and  dare  warrant  it,  and  indeed  I  intend  to  fell  it, 
and  therefore  would  know  what  you  will  give  me 
for  it :  Truly,  replyed  the  Goldfmith,  I  believe  it 
may  be  worth  ten  pounds  ;  Yes,  and  more  money, 
faid  the  Countrey-man  ;  Not  much  more,  faid  the 
Goldfmith,  for  look  you  here,  faid  he,  here  is  a 
Ring  which  I  will  warrant  is  much  better  than 
yours,  and  I  will  alfo  warrant  it  to  be  a  right  good 
diamond,  and  I  will  fell  it  you  for  twenty  pounds  : 
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This  the  Goldfmith  faid,  fuppofing  that  the  Coun- 
trey-man  who  came  to  fell,  had  no  skill,  inclination, 
nor  money  to  buy  ;  but  the  Countrey-man  believing 
that  the  Goldfmith  onely  faid  thus,  thinking  to  draw 
him  on  to  part  from  his  own  Ring  the  more  eafily, 
and  by  that  means  cheat  him,  refolv'd  if  he  could, 
to  be  too  wife  for  the  Goldfmith  ;  wherefore  taking 
both  the  Rings  into  his  hands  as  to  compare  them 
together,  he  thus  faid :  I  am  fure  mine  is  a  right 
Diamond  :  and  fo  is  mine,  reply'd  the  Goldfmith  : 
and  faid  the  Countrey-man,  fhall  I  have  it  for 
twenty  pounds  ?  Yes,  reply'd  the  Goldfmith  ;  but 
faid  he,  I  fuppofe  you  come  to  fell,  and  not  to  buy ; 
and  fince  you  fliall  fee  I  will  be  a  good  Cuftomer,  I 
will  give  you  fifteen  pounds  for  yours.  Nay  reply'd 
the  Countrey-man,  fince  I  have  had  my  choice  to 
by  or  fell,  I  will  never  refufe  a  good  Penny-worth, 
as  I  think  this  is,  therefore  Mafter  Goldfmith,  I  will 
keep  my  own  and  give  you  money  for  yours  : 
Where  is  it  ?  faid  the  Goldfmith  haftily,  and  endea- 
vouring then  to  feize  on  his  Ring ;  Hold  a  blow 
there,  faid  the  Countrey-man,  here's  your  money, 
but  the  Ring  I  will  keep.  The  Goldfmith  feeing 
himfelf  caught,  fluftered  and  flounced  like  a  mnd 
man,  and  tiic  Countrey-man  pulling  out  a  little 
Purfe,  told  down  twenty  Pieces  of  Gold,  &  faid, 
Here  Shop- keeper,  here's  your  money;  but  I  hope 
you  will  allow  me  eighteen  pence  a  piece  in  ex- 
change for  my  Gold.  Tell  not  me  of  exchange, 
but  give  me  my  Ring,  faid  the  Goldfmith  :  It  is 
mine,  faid  the  Countrey-man,  for  I  have  bought  it 
and  paid  for  it,  and  have  witncfs  of  my  Bargain.  All 
this  would  not  fervetheGoldfmith's  turn,  but  he  curs'd 
&  fwore  that  the  Countrey-man  came  to  cheat  him,& 
his  ring  he  would  have;  &  at  the  noife  feveral  people 
came  about  his  Shop,  but  he  was  fo  perplexed  that  he 
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could  not  tell  his  Tale,  and  the  Countrey-Gentleman 
could  ;  at  length  a  Conftable  came,  and  although  the 
Goldfmith  knew  not  to  what  purpofe,  yet  before  a 
Juftice  he  would  go  :  the  Countrey-man  was  con- 
tent, and  therefore  together  they  went ;  when  they 
came  there,  the  Goldfmith  who  was  the  plaintiff, 
began  his  Tale,  and  faid,  that  the  Countrey-man 
had  taken  a  Diamond  Ringfrom  him  worth  one  hun- 
dred pounds ;  and  would  give  him  but  twenty  pounds 
for  it,  have  a  care  what  you  fay,  reply'd  the  Coun- 
try-man ;  for  if  you  charge  me  with  taking  a  ring 
from  you,  I  fuppofe  that  is  ftealing  ;  and  if  you  fay 
fo,  I  fhall  vex  you  farther  than  I  have  done,  and 
then  he  told  the  Juftice  the  whole  flory  as  I  have 
related,  which  was  then  a  very  plain  cafe,  &  for 
proof  of  the  matter,  the  Countrey-Gentleman's  man 
was  witnefs.  The  Goldfmith  hearing  this,  alleadged, 
that  he  believed  the  Countrey  Gentleman  and  his 
man  were  both  Impoftors  and  Cheats  :  to  this  the 
Countrey-man  reply'd  as  before,  that  he  were  befl; 
have  a  care  he  did  not  make  his  cafe  worfe,  and 
bring  an  old  houfe  on  his  head  by  flandering  of 
him,  for  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  a  Gentle-man 
of  three  hundred  pounds /t^r  Anmnn,  and  liv'd  at  a 
place  he  nam'd  but  twenty  miles  from  London  ;  and 
that  he  being  defirous  to  fell  a  ring,  came  to  hisfhop 
to  that  purpofe,  but  he  would  have  cheated  him  ;  but 
it  prov'd  he  only  made  a  rod  for  his  own  breech,  and 
what  he  intended  to  him,  was  fallen  upon  himfcif: 
thus  did  the  Countr}^  Gentleman  make  good  his 
difcourfe,  and  the  Juftice  feeingthere  wasnoinjuflice 
done,  difmiff'd  them  ;  but  order'd  that  his  Neighbour 
the  Goldfmith  fliould  have  the  twent\-  pieces  of  Gold 
for  twenty  pounds,  though  they  were  worth  more  in 
exchange  ;  and  this  was  all  the  fatisf^iclion  he  had. 
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The  Country  Gentleman  went  prefently  to  a  Citizen, 
an  acquaintance  of  his,  to  whom  he  deliver'd  the 
ring  he  had  fo  purchafed,  defiring  him  to  fell  it  for 
him  which  he  did  ;  for  being  known  to  be  a  Citizen, 
the  Goldfmith  that  bought  it  offered  him  at  the  firft 
word  Ninety  five  pounds  for  it,  and  in  the  end  gave 
him  forty  fhillings  more,  with  which  money  he  re- 
turned to  the  Countrey-man,  and  he  giving  him  the 
forty  fliillings  for  his  pains,  returned  with  the  reft 
to  me,  relating  all  the  matter  as  it  had  paffed.  I 
was  as  much  pleas'd  as  he,  becaufe  I  queftion'd  not 
but  I  (hould  partake  with  him,  and  fo  I  did  ;  for  he 
gave  me  ten  pound  to  buy  me  a  Gown  ;  and  thus 
was  our  Goldfmith  well  enough  ferv'd.  And  it  was 
not  long  after,  before  another  Goldfmith  had  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs,  and  thus  it  was, 

Amongft  the  other  Cuftomers  that  came  to  me, 
there  was  a  Gentleman,  a  Blade  of  fortune,  who  al- 
though liewas  of  a  good  Family, yet  being  a  younger 
Brother,  had  but  little  befides  his  wits  to  live  upon ; 
but  as  lie  was  a  Gentleman,  fo  kept  himfelf  in  a 
Garb  according  to  his  Quality,  and  had  a  foot  boy  in 
a  Livery  toattendhim:  this  boy  was  a  notable  young 
Rogue,  and  had  affiftcd  his  Mafter  in  many  an  ex- 
ploit, and  was  privy  to  moft  of  his  fecrets  :  this 
young  man  (continued  Millrefs  Maiy)  coming  to 
vifit  me,  and  we  falling  into  difcourfcs  of  wit,  1  re- 
lated to  him  tlic  adventure  of  the  Countrc\--GcntIe- 
man  with  the  Goldfmith  ;  he  was  mucli  pleafed 
with  the  relati(^n,  and  told  me  the  Goldfmith  was 
well  enough  ferved,  and  that  above  all  trades, 
he  had  a  greater  picque  or  anger  againft  them 
than  any  ;  for  (faid  hej  it  grieves  me  to  the  heart 
to  walk  ihrougli  Chca/'fidc  or  Loinbard-Jlrcct,  witli 
little  or  no  moneyes  in  my  pocket,  and  fee  fo 
much  jingling  of  money  in  their  Shops,  and 
O 
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fo  great  a  quantity  of  Jacobus' es  and  other  Gold, 
either  lying  in  their  Glafs-cafes,  or  telling  on  the 
Compters,  and  methinks  when  I  fee  it  my  fingers 
itch  to  be  handling  of  fome  of  them  ;  but  I  believe 
if  a  Gentleman  fhould  flarve  they  would  not  part 
from  any  without  very  good  Security  ;  but  (faid  he) 
I  have  now  thought  upon  a  way  how  to  get  fome  of 
them  without  much  hazard  ;  and  I  being  defirous 
to  know,  he  told  me  thus  :  my  boy  and  I  will  walk 
along  ;  and  Sirrah,  faid  he  to  the  boy,  when  I  make 
a  fmall  flop,  do  you  go  into  the  Goldfmiths  Shop 
where  you  fhall  fee  them  telling  of  money  ;  and  lay- 
ing your  hand  upon  a  heap,  catch  up  a  handful,  but 
fo  foon  as  you  have  taken  it  up,  let  it  fall  down 
again  and  leave  it  where  you  had  it,  and  come  after 
me  and  leave  the  reft  to  my  management ;  the  boy 
promis'd  to  do  as  he  was  directed  :  but,  faid  I,  what 
advantage  can  you  make  by  your  boys  handling  of 
money  and  leaving  it  behind  him  ?  as  for  that,  faid 
he,  I  queftion  not  before  I  have  done  I  fhall  make 
a  good  bufmefs  of  it,  and  thereupon  he  left  me,  and 
went  immediatly  to  put  this  his  project  in  execu- 
tion ;  he  returned  that  evening  and  told  me  all  was 
well  yet,  and  it  would  be  better  in  time  :  I  defired 
to  know  his  meaning,  whereupon  he  told   me,  that 
according  to  his  appointment  the  boy  went  into  the 
Goldfmiths  fliop,  took  up  a  handful  of  money,  laid 
it  all  down  again  and  ran  away  to  him,  that  he  was 
no  fooner  come  to  him,  but  the  Goldfmiths  Servants 
were  at  his  heels,  that  he  looking  about  and  feeing 
them,   ask'd  what  the  matter  was  ?  they  reply'd, 
his  boy  had  ftollen  fome  money :  he  anfwer'd  he 
knew  it  was  falfe,  they  faid  it  was  true  ;  and  he 
fhould  go  back  with  them  to  their  Mafter  :  the  boy 
was  content,  and  fo  was  the  Mafter,  when  coming  to 
the  Shop,  the  Goldfmith  himfelf  faid  that  that  Boy, 
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if  he  were  his,  had  robb'd  him.  The  Boy  and  his 
Mafter  both  denyed  it,  and  they  fell  to  hot  words, 
fo  that  the  Goldfmith  call'd  me  (faid  the  Gentleman) 
Shirking  Fellow,  and  that  he  would  have  me  fent 
to  Nnvgate  for  robbing  him  :  for  if  the  boy  did  it, 
it  was  by  my  appointment :  I  (faid  the  Gentleman) 
told  him  that  he  did  abufe  me,  and  that  in  conclu- 
fion  muft,  and  fhould  pay  for  it :  but  firft  I  defired 
to  know  with  what  Sum  they  charged  the  boy ; 
they  faid  they  knew  not,  but  that  he  had  taken 
money  from  a  heap  which  they  were  telling  of, 
which  heap  was  a  hundred  pounds  ;  hearing  them 
fay  thus,  I  told  them  I  would  ftay  the  telling  of  it, 
and  then  they  might  judge  who  had  the  abufe  :  they 
were  content  with  it,  and  accordingly  went  to  tell- 
ing :  half  an  hour  had  difpatched  that  matter,  and 
then  they  found  that  they  had  all  their  money  right 
to  a  farthing.  The  Goldfmith  feeing  this,  asked  my 
pardon  for  the  affront  :  for,  faid  he,  it  is  a  miftake  : 
I  anfwer'd,  that  he  muft  pay  for  his  prating,  and 
that  I  was  a  Perfon  of  that  quality  that  would  not 
put  up  the  affront,  and  that  he  muft  hear  further 
from  me  ;  he  feeing  me  fo  hot,  was  as  chollcrick  as 
I,  and  fo  we  parted,  and  thus  far  (faid  he)  I  have 
proceeded.  But  all  this  while  (faid  I)  I  do  not  fee 
where  is  your  gain  :  that  is  to  come,  faid  he,  and  fo 
it  was,  and  did  come  in,  and  that  confidorably  too  ; 
for  the  next  day  he  caufcd  the  Goldfmith  to  be  ar- 
rcfted  in  an  aftion  of  Defamation,  and  the  Sergeant 
who  arrcftcd  him  being  well  fee'd  by  the  Gentleman, 
told  the  Goldfmith  that  he  were  beft  to  compound 
the  matter,  for  the  Gentleman  was  a  Perfon  of  Qua- 
lity, and  would  not  put  it  up,  but  make  him  pay 
foundly  for  it,  if  he  proceeded  any  further.  The 
Goldfmith  being  defjrous  of  quiet  harkncd  to  his 
counfel,  and  agreed  to  give  10/.  but  that  would  not 
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be  taken  ;  but  twenty  pounds  was  given  to  the  Gen- 
tleman, and  fo  the  bufuiefs  was  made  up  for  the 
prefent.  Our  Gentleman  who  had  fome  of  the 
Goldfmiths  money,  was  refolv'd  to  have  more,  or 
venture  hard  for  it ;  wherefore  having  again  given 
inftru6lions  to  his  Boy  what  do,  he  made  feveral 
Journeys  to  the  Goldfmiths,  walking  by  his  door  to 
watch  an  opportunity,  at  length  he  found  one  ;  for 
he  feeing  the  Servants  telling  of  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  Gold  ;  he  gave  the  fign  to  his  Boy,  who 
prefently  went  in  and  clapping  his  hand  on  the 
heap,  took  up  and  brought  away  a  full  handful,  and 
coming  to  his  Mafler  gave  it  him  ;  neither  did  the 
Boy  make  fuch  hafte  out  of  the  Shop,  but  that  he 
could  hear  a  ftrangerwho  was  in  the  Shop  receiving 
money,  fay  to  the  Apprentice,  why  do  you  not  ftop 
the  Boy  ?  no,  faid  the  Apprentice,  I  do  not  mean  it, 
I  know  him  well  enough,  my  Mafter  paid  Sauce 
lately  for  flopping  him  ;  and  fo  they  continued  tell- 
ing their  money,  which  I  am  fure  did  not  fall  out 
fo  right  as  formerly  ;  for  that  evening  the  Mafler 
and  ]^oy  both  came  to  my  lodging,  and  not  only 
told  me  how  they  had  fped,  but  I  faw  the  effects 
of  their  enterprize;  for  this  young  rogue  had  brought 
off  with  him  between  forty  and  fifty  brave 
yellow  pieces  ;  we  all  three  rejoyced  at  our  good 
fortune,  for  I  was  concerned,  having  five  pieces  of 
it  given  to  me,  I  then  told  the  Gentleman  that  he 
had  run  a  very  great  hazard,  and  that  I  did  not 
think  he  had  praclis'd  thefe  tricks ;  no  truly, 
replyed  he,  this  is  the  firfl  I  ever  did  in  Eng- 
land, but  I  have  been  abroad  in  France  and  other 
Countreys,  where  I  was  acquainted  with  rare 
ingenious  fellows  at  thefe  tricks,  and  they  had 
notable  inventions  to  get  moneys  ;  and  fome- 
times  I  would  put  in  as  a  Party  with  them,  and 
from  them  it  was  that  I  learned  this  confidence  :  I 
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then  defired  him  to  relate  to  me  fome  of  his  pra6lifes 
in  thofe  Countreys,  he  foon  granted  my  requeft,  and 
began  as  follovveth. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  Paris\i\x\.  I  had  fome  tricks 
put  upon  me;  the  firft  was  this,  I  endeavoured  to  ap- 
pear brave,  made  a  rich  Sute  and  Cloak,  and  with  this 
ftrutted  about  the  ftreets  to  fliew  my  felf,  hoping  and 
expe6ling  that  fome  French  Madam  or  other  would 
fall  in  love  with  me,  but  inftead  of  that,  fome  of  thefe 
Gentlemen  Divers  fell  in  love  with  my  Cloak,  and 
were  refolved  to  have  it,  wherefore  they  watched  me 
one  evening  and  as  it  growing  late  I  was  going  home 
to  my  Quarters  paffmg  through  a  blind  Lane  where 
was  nothing  but  back  doors  of  Gentlemens  ftables  ; 
three  fellows  fcized  on  me,  one  dives  into  my  pockets, 
whence  he  fifli'd  out  all  the  little  money  I  had  about 
me,  which  amounted  to  abovethirtyfliillings  Euoli/Jt, 
another  draws  his  knife  and  cuts  the  Neck-button  of 
my  Cloak,  and  the  third  takes  off  my  hat;  I  had  not 
loft  all  my  fpirits,  fo  that  I  told  them  they  did  very 
uncivily  by  me  to  take  away  my  hat,  and  leave  me  to 
walk  without  one  ;  they  begun  to  fwear  at  me  and 
forc'd  me  to  entreat  for  my  hat,  and  withal  confider- 
ing  that  the  lofs  of  my  Cloak  would  fpoil  my  Suit,  I 
told  them  that  I  hoped  as  they  were  Gentlemen,  fo 
they  would  hear  reafon,  and  offered  if  they  would 
put  any  price  upon  thcCloakI  would  redeem  it;  they 
thinking  money  would  do  them  more  good  than  the 
Cloak, told  mc  that  if  I  would  give  them  five  pounds, 
I  Ihould  have  it:  the  Cloak  flood  me  in  ten  pounds, 
and  therefore  I  was  refolved  to  give  them  five  pounds, 
therefore  I  defired  them  to  name  the  place  and  time 
when  I  fliould  meet  them  with  the  money;  they  an- 
fwered  me  the  next  evening  about  that  time,  and  in 
a  place  there  adjoyning  in  the  ftreet;  but  they  told  me 
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that  if  I  thought  by  that  appointment  to  bring  any 
with  me  to  catch  them,  that  then  they  would  mif- 
chief  me;  I  promis'd  them  that  I  would  not,  and  fo 
we  departed,  but  withal  they  were  fo  civil  as  to  give 
me  my  Hat  along  with  me;  I  went  home  to  my  Lodg- 
ing, and  though  I  was  vexed  at  my  misfortune,  yet  I 
was  forced  to  reft  with  patience  till  the  next  evening 
when  putting  the  promis'd  money  in  my  pocket,  went 
at  the  time  to  the  place  appointed  ;  I  had  not  ftaid 
there  long  but  I  heard  the  noife  of  aCoach,  and  on 
a  fudden  two  men  came  out  at  the  boot,  and  feifmg 
on  me  muffled  me  in  one  of  their  Cloaks  and  put 
me  into  the  Coach  ;  this  done,  the  Coach-man  did 
drive  on  apace,  and  I  was  in  but  bad  taking  to  think 
what  a  cafe  I  was  in,  and  did  verily  believe  that  thofe 
fellows  who  had  the  laft  night  taken  my  money  and 
Cloak  from  me,  had  now  a  Defign  upon  my  life,  and 
therefore  were  come  themfelves,  or  had  fent  fome  of 
their  Companions,  to  rob  and  kill  me,  I  had  not 
continued  long  in  thefe  thoughts  but  the  coach  ftopt, 
and  I  was  taken  out  of  it,  and  being  carried  into  a 
Court-yard,  was  unmuffled,  and  led  into  a  great  Hall, 
where  I  was  met  by  thofe  three  who  had  the  night 
before  Dif-cloak'd  me  ;  they  told  me  I  was  wel-come, 
and  that  what  had  been  done  to  me  that  evening 
was  only  to  prevent  their  being  out-witted  and  dif- 
covered  by  me,  and  withal,  as  I  was  a  ftrangcr,  to 
treat  and  entertain  me  amongft  them  ;  I  hearing 
that  it  was  no  worfe  Pluck'd  up  my  Spirits  and  an- 
fwer'd  them,  that  I  was  refolv'd  to  be  in  every  thing 
as  good  as  my  word,  and  therefore  came  alone  to 
the  place  appointed,  and  had  brought  my  money 
with  me ;  they  then  led  me  through  the  Hall  into 
an  adjoyning  Wardrobe  which  was  full  of  Cloaks, 
Gowns,  Hatts,  Swords,  and  all  fuch  kind  of  Habili- 
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ments,  and  among  the  reft  I  faw  my  Cloak,  where- 
fore I  told  out  the  money  and  took  my  Cloak,  put 
it  on,  and  went  into  the  Hall  amongft  them,  there 
I  was  welcomed  by  feveral  of  the  Gang  and  they 
had  women  amongft  them,  who  all  looked  on  me  with 
a  cheerful  countenance,  &  treated  me  very  civily. 
This  they  all  defircd  of  me  that  if  I  intended  their 
friendfhip  and  my  own  fafety,  I  muft  not  take  any 
notice  of  them  before  any  company,  or  if  I  met  them 
abroad  ;  I  promis'd  to  perform  this  Injun6tion,  and 
fo  we  went  to  fupper,  after  that  to  dancing,  and  fpent 
three  or  four  hours  in  very  pleafant  manner,  and 
then  feveral  of  them  departing  I  thought  it  was  time 
for  me  to  do  fo  too,  but  I  believed  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  ask  leave  before  I  went ;  wherefore  I  told 
thofe  whom  I  beft  knew,  that  I  was  amind  if  they 
pleas'd,  to  go  home ;  they  told  me  that  I  might  do 
fo,  but  it  muft  be  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  came;  I 
confented  to  it,  and  two  of  them  going  into  the  Coach 
with  me,  hid  my  face  for  a  fhort  fpacc,  and  then  let 
me  fee  ;  but  I  quickly  perceived  that  I  had  gone 
through  feveral  13y-lancs  and  paffages,  and  at  length 
came  to  the  place  where  I  had  been  taken  up,  and 
there  they  fet  me  down,  and  the  Coachman  whirl- 
ing about  left  me  in  a  moment ;  I  therefore  went 
the  ready  way  home  to  my  Lodging,  where  I  went 
to  bed  and  confulted  with  my  felf  about  this  Adven- 
ture, not  having  known  or  heard  of  the  like ;  but  it 
was  not  many  days  before  I  was  engaged  in  another 
which  was  as  ftrange  as  the  former.  Although  I  was 
in  a  ftrange  Countrey,  yet  I  had  fome  acquaintance 
whom  I  vifited  fometimcs  ;  One  day  being  folitary 
a  walking,  I  met  with  one  of  thefe  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, he  falutcd  me  very  courteoufly,  and  told  nic 
he  fuppofed  I  was  minded  to  break  off  the  friend- 
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fliip  we  had  lately  contra6led  becaufe  I  had  been  fo 
great  a  ftranger  at  his  houfe :  I  replyed,  that  I  in- 
tended fuddenly  to  give  him  a  vifit ;  I  pray  then. 
Sir,  faid  he,  let  it  be  to  morrow,  the  fooner  the  bet- 
ter, for  I  have  a  great  defire  to  converfe  with  you ; 
and  Sir,  faid  he,  if  you  have  any  friend  bring  him 
with  you,  and  for  your  fake  he  fhall  be  as  welcome 
as  your  felf ;  I  replyed,  it  was  very  likely  that  I 
fhould  wait  upon  him,  and  thus  we  parted  :  I  re- 
member fnice  that  about  the  time  I  met  this  friend, 
I  was  overtaken  by  a  gentile  fellow,  who  had  fol- 
lowed me  like  my  fliaddow,  and  during  the  time  of 
this  converfe  he  waited  as  I  did,  and  now  I  being 
parted  from  my  friend,  and  having  walked  a  little 
fafter  than  before,  I  had  dropt  my  Gentleman  who 
fauntred  behind.     The  next  day  about  the  time  that 
mortals  whet  their  Knives  on  Threfholds,  and  Shooe- 
foles,  I  prepared  to  go  to  dinner  to  my  friends,  and 
again  by  the  way  I  was  accoftcd  by  this  gentile 
fellow,  who  had  the  day  before  followed  me,  and 
now  he   did  fo  again  ;    and  when  I   came  to  my 
friends  houfe  and  entred,  there  he  did  fo  too,  and 
with  as  much  confidence  as  if  he  had  been  of  great 
acquaintance  with  the  Invitcr;  he  fate  down  among 
other  Gucfts  that  v.-cre  there,  Dinner  was  foon  after 
brought  in,  and  there  being   fevcral  Guefts  much 
viftuals,  and  much  variety  was  ferved  at  the. Table, 
my  ftrange  Gentleman  did  eat  as  heartily  and  talk 
as  boldly  as  any  there,  and  I  thought  him  to  be 
one  of  the  Inviters  acquaintance,  and  he  fuppofed 
he  was  my  friend  which  I  had  brought  with  me  ; 
but  he  proved  to  be  very  no  good  friend  to  the  man 
of  the  houfe,  for  waiting  his  opportunity  he  went  to 
the  Cupboards  head  which  ftood  in  a  convenient 
n'ace,  and   clapping  a  piece  of  plate   worth   ten 
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pounds  under  his  Cloak,  he  walked  off  incognito. 
I  foon  after  miffed  him,  and  my  friend  miffed  my 
friend  as  he  told  me,  but  it  was  not  much  longer 
e're  the  Plate  was  miffing,  and  although  private 
fearch  was  made,  yet  it  was  not  found,  and  our 
friend  being  gone,  the  Inviter  miffing  none  of  the 
Guefts  but  him,  asked  me  for  him,  but  when  I  told 
him  he  was  no  friend  nor  acquaintance  of  mine,  he 
foon  knew  which  way  his  Plate  went.  Thus  (faid  he) 
he  thinking  him  to  be  my  friend,  and  I  thinking  him 
to  be  his,  this  fellow  had  the  conveniency  of  doing 
this  injury;  but,  continued  he,  I  foon  underftood 
that  it  was  a  ufual  matter  to  play  fuch  pranks  and 
that  more  confiderable,  and  that  withal  a  very  bold 
confidence,  unufual  with  other  Nations,  and  upon 
fecond  thoughts  I  remember  I  had  feen  this  fellow 
among  thofe  who  had  my  Cloak,  but  it  was  too 
late  now  to  remember  it,  and  it  had  been  unfafe 
then  to  have  taken  any  notice  of  him,  remcmbring 
the  Charire  had  been  given  me. 
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CHAP.     X  I  X. 

Two  notorious  Rogues  robUd  a  Church  by  the  help  of 
two  Fryers  habits  they  had  niurther'd;  afterwards 
they  robb'd  a  Merchant  of  Silks,  Plate,  &c.  By  a 
notable  ftratagent  tJiey  laid  for  thepurpofe  in  an  Inn 
next  adjacent,  they  ranfack' d aLinnen-drapers  Shop 
in  the  night  by  conveying  a  boy  into  it  beijig  enclosd 
within  afuppofed  Bay  I  of  Goods,  who  proved  tlie 
Key  to  let  them  in  to  perfe£l  their  defign ;  by  coun- 
terfeiting a  Gentlenians  key,  they  ftole  from  him  fix 
hundred  Crowns,  and  murdering  him  plead  his  face 
that  he  might  not  be  known,  but  zvere  notwithfland- 
ing  by  a  miraculous  providetice  dif covered  and  exe- 
cuted, who  being  penitent  at  their  death,  confeft  many 
jiotorious  villanies.  A  notable  trick  a  Gentleman 
puts  upon  a  Pick  pocket. 

THus  (continued  Miftrefs  Mary)  did  this  Gen- 
tleman finifh  his  two  ftories  of  the  Cloak,  and  the 
piece  of  Plate  I  told  him  I  wondered  at  the  boldnefs 
of  thofe  French  men,  and  that  they  exceeded  our 
Countrey  men  in  confidence;  yes,  (faid  he)  if  you 
knew  fo  much  as  I,  you  would  have  reafon  to  fay  fo, 
for  it  is  a  ufual  thing  for  them  to  feize  Gentlemen  if 
they  can  light  upon  them  in  any  convenient  place :  and 
carry  them  fome  miles  out  of  the  Town,  and  make 
them  pay  money  for  a  ranfom,  neither  dare  they  con- 
tradift  it  left  worfe  befal  them,  and  they  are  bloodily 
minded,  for  if  they  cannot  get  money,  they  will  do  any 
murder.  Not  far  from  Paris,  continued  he,  two  of 
thefe  Rogues  had  been  hunting  for  Prey,  and  becaufe 
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they  could  not  meet  with  any  purchafe,  they  were 
refoJved  rather  than  fail  to  commit  fome  murder ; 
the  next  that  met  them  were  two  Fryers,  thefe  hav- 
ing no  money  to  redeem  their  lives  they  difpatched 
into  the  other  world,  and  having  fo  done,  they  ftript 
them;  and  put  on  their  Fryers  weeds;  being  thus 
habited  they  march'd  further  into  the  Country,  and 
coming  late  to  a  Countrey-town,  went  to  the  Par- 
fons  houfe,  who  entertained  them;  as  they  came  in 
late,  fo  they  went  out  early,  pretending  neceffary  oc- 
cafions,  and  the  Parfon  not  being  up  nor  willing  to 
rife  fo  foon,  they  dcfired  the  Key  of  the  Church 
(which  was  adjoyning  to  the  houfe)  that  they  might 
go  it  to  do  their  devotions  before  they  went  ?  the 
Key  was  accordingly  delivered,  and  they  went  in,  but 
inftcad  of  faying  their  prayers,  they  made  a  prey  of 
what  they  met  with,  the  filver  Chalices,  and  all  the 
Ornaments  of  the  Church  they  took  with  them,  and 
fo  went  on  their  wayes  to  do  more  mifchief,  but  not 
havingthc  conveniency to  execute  theirdefigns  in  the 
habit  they  were  in,  they  therefore  went  to  the  place 
where  they  had  hid  their  own,  and  there  putting 
them  on,  they  march'd  to  Paris,  where  they  walked 
about  the  City  to  efpy  what  mifchief  might  be  done  ; 
being  now  both  weary,  hungry,  and  thirfl:y,they  went 
into  a  drinking  houfe,  which  being  full  of  Guefts 
below,  they  were  conduced  up  one  pair  of  flairs,  and 
there  they  had  both  viftuals  and  drink  fuch  as  they 
dcfired,   when  their  bellies  were  full,  their  eyes  did 
wander  about  the  Room,  to  fee  if  they  might  efpy 
any  thing  to  make  a  purchafe  of;  but  although  they 
could  fee  nothing  in  that  room,  yet  they  could  difcern 
that  in  the  houfe  oppofite  to  them,  there  was  much 
rich  Goods, fine  Silks, and  Sattins;  their  fingers  itch'd 
to  be  handling  of  them,  but  at  prefent  they  knew 
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not  how,  however  refolving  that  they  would  at- 
tempt it,  but  not  finding  any  means  how  at  prefent 
to  do  it,  they  therefore  were  refolved  to  try  if  they 
could  take  up  their  Quarters  at  the  houfe  they 
were  drinking  in,  and  then  they  did  not  queflion 
but  they  fhould  in  fhort  time  find  out  fome  means 
to  execute  their  Defign,  having  taken  this  re- 
folution,  they  therefore  call'd  for  more  drink,  and 
their  Landlords  company,  and  being  frolick,  and 
expenfive,that  they  might  be  accounted  goodGuefts, 
they  asked  of  the  Landlord  whether  they  might  not 
have  a  Lodging  there?  he  believing  it  would  be  to  his 
profit,  told  them  they  might,  but  they  muft  lodge 
one  pair  of  Stairs  higher;  they  were  well  enough  con- 
tent with  that,  and  therefore  drank  on  till  it  was 
night,  and  then  to  bed  they  went ;  and  laid  their  plot 
how  to  rob  this  Merchants  houfe,  which  they  did  in 
few  days  after:  Li  order  to  which  Defign  of  theirs, 
they  went  out  and  purchafed  Ropes,  and  a  Pully, 
and  feeing  a  large  Chefl  to  be  fold  at  the  fecond  hand, 
they  likewife  bought  that,  and  putting  in  their  Ropes 
and  Pully,  and  a  great  quantity  of  Raggs  and  ftones, 
and  fuch  like  Trafli,  that  it  might  feem  heavy,  they 
caufed  it  to  be  carried  to  their  Lodging:  Their  Hoft 
feeing  fo  large  a  Cheft,  and  fo  heavy,  did  believe  that 
his  Guefts  were  rich,  and  that  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  Treafure  was  therein  enclofed,  and  therefore 
gave  them  a  greater  refpe6l  than  formerly.  They 
every  day  when  they  went  out,  carried  out  part  of 
the  Rubbifh  which  they  had  beftowed  in  the  Cheft, 
fo  that  in  fliort  time  it  was  empty,  or  at  leafl,  no- 
thing but  the  Ropes  and  Pully  was  in  it:  They  only 
now  waited  for  a  convenient  opportunity  to  execute 
their  defign,  which  they  confidered  muft  be  done 
when  both  the  houfes.as  well  that  where  they  lodged, 
as  the  r^Ierchants  houfe  they  intended  to  rob,  were 
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empty;  and  no  day  was  fo  likely  to  leave  them  fo, 
as  a  Sunday ;  wherefore  that  they  might  have  the 
better  pretence  for  flaying  at  home,  they  both  pre- 
tended fome  indifpofition  in  their  bodycs,  for  which 
they  faid  they  thought  it  convenient  to  take  Phyfick, 
they  had  been  fo  good  Guefts  to  the  houfe,  that  the 
Hofl  was  willing  to  accommodate  them  in  anything; 
however,  when  he  and  his  Family  went  to  Church, 
they  lock'd  the  Street-door:  No  fooner  was  that 
houfe  clear,  but  they  were  refolvcd  to  attempt  the 
other,  and  knowing  that  the  Maftcr  and  Miltrefs, 
and  moft,  if  not  all  the  Family,  was  likewife  gone  out, 
they  were  refolved  to  kill  the  reft,  if  they  found  any 
fmgle  pcrfon  that  fhould  oppofe  them:  They  in- 
tended to  make  their  way  into  the  houfe  by  going 
down  the  chimny,  and  therefore  they  had  provided 
Ropes  and  a  Fully,  and  there  was  no  great  difficulty 
to  get  to  the  houfe  top,  for  they  afccnded  to  the 
Garret  of  their  Landlords  houfe,  got  out  of  the  window 
to  the  top  of  that,  and  the  other  houfe  joyning  to 
that,  to  the  ftreet  fide,  they  foon  got  to  the  Chimny 
they  intended  to  defcend.  The  houfe  where  they 
lodged,  and  this  Merchants  houfe  were  joyned  to- 
gether in  the  Front,  but  backwards  there  was  an 
Ally  of  about  fix  foot  wide  that  feperated  them,  and 
a  crofs  this  Ally  it  was  that  they  firft  faw  the  Room 
wherein  the  Silks  were  placed;  they  being  gotten 
to  the  Chimny's  toj),  laid  a  piece  of  Timber  acrofs, 
and  faftening  their  Fully  to  that,  and  putting  their 
Rope  in  the  Fully,  the  one  who  was  to  defcend  the 
Chimny,  took  hold  of  one  end  of  the  Rope  ;  and  his 
companion  hoFling  another  part  of  the  Roi)e,  by 
degrees  he  was  let  down  into  the  Room  he  dchred: 
It  was  two  i^air  of  (lairs  below  the  Garret,  and  in 
regard  the  Silk  might  be  foild  and  fjioil'd  if  they 
were  drawn  up  the  chimn}',  they  did  not  take  that 
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courfe  but  a  more  eafie  one,  for  he  that  was  on  the 
houfe  top,  went  into  their  lodging  the  fame  way  he 
came  up,  and  going  down  into  the  Chamber  that  was 
even  with,  and  oppofite  to  that  where  his  Companion 
was,  he  opened  a  Cafement,  and  his  Companion  do- 
ing the  Hke,  they  could  without  much  difficulty  reach 
to  one  another,  and  fo  in  fhort  time  the  richeft,  and 
beft  of  the  Merchants  Silk  was  conveyed  into  their 
Quarters,  Our  Thieves  feeing  they  had  gained  this 
prize  with  fo  little  danger  and  difficulty,  were  re- 
folved  to  get  more  if  they  could ;  and  therefore  he 
that  was  in  the  houfe  ranfack'd  it  all  over,  and  find- 
ing a  confiderable  quantity  of  Plate  and  money,  he 
likewife  conveyed  it  to  his  Companion ;  and  now  hav- 
ing done  all  this,  he  went  into  the  Shop,  intending 
to  leave  the  ftreet  door  open, that  the  Merchant  when 
he  came  home  might  fuppofe  that  the  thieves  who 
had  robb'd  him  did  come  in  that  ways,  but  the  ftreet 
door  was  double  lock'd,  and  therefore  it  could  not 
be  opened,  wherefore  he  undid  the  bolts  of  one  of 
the  Shop  windows,  and  leaving  it  loofely  open,  he 
went  up  agen,  and  telling  his  Companion  what  he 
had  done,  and  that  there  was  no  more  to  be  done,  he 
ordered  him  to  go  to  the  houfe  top,  and  as  he  had 
affifted  in  letting  him  down  the  Chimny,  fo  to  help 
to  draw  him  up,  which  the  other  did  accordingly. 
There  was  one  fcruple  came  into  their  minds,  that 
although  the  Shop-window  was  opened,  and  the  Mer- 
chant might  reafonably  enough  imagine  that  the 
Thieves  who  had  robb'd  him,  had  come  in  that  way, 
yet  they  were  very  fenfible,  that  with  defcending  and 
afcending  the  Chimny  they  had  thrown  down  much 
foot,  which  might  caufe  a  jealoufie,  that  they  who 
robb'd  the  houfe  might  come  in  that  way.  and  fo  they 
might  be  difcover'd;  wherefore  to  prevent  all  fuch 
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fufpition  as  much  as  they  could,  they  tumbled  down 
two  or  three  Brick-batts  that  lay  on  the  top  of  the 
Chimny,  which  might  be  luppofed  to  be  blown  down 
by  the  wind ;  and  having  thus  done  they  retired  to 
their  Quarters,  difpofmg  all  their  Silks,  Money,  and 
Plate  unto  their  Cheft,  and  thatthere  might  be  the  lefs 
fufpition  of  them,  the  Landlord  foon  returning,  one 
of  them  pretending  to  be  very  ill,  and  the  other  very 
dilligent  in  attending  his  Companion ;  their  Landlord 
furnifhed  them  with  ftrong  waters,  and  fuch  other 
cordials  as  were  at  hand ;  and  the  Merchant  coming 
home  found  his  Shop-window  open,  and  his  houfe 
robb'd,  it  being  fo  apparent  as  he  thought  that  the 
Robbers  came  in,  or  went  out  at  the  Shop-windows  ; 
he  had  no  fufpition  of  any  other  contrivance,  all  that 
he  could  do,  was,  to  have  all  fufpitious  places  fearch'd, 
his  neighbours  houfe  efcapcd,  being  too  near  home 
to  be  fufpcclcd :  the  hoft  only  thinking  he  had  ef- 
cap'd  a  danger  being  fo  near,  and  telling  them  that 
it  was  not  good  to  leave  a  houfe  empty,  and  although 
all  his  folks  went  with  him  to  Church,  yet  he  had 
left  two  honcft  Guefts  in  his  houfe,  and  bcfides  they 
were  locked  in  fafh   enough.     Thus,  continued  the 
Gentleman,  was  this  Robbery  committed,  and  they 
who  were  guilty  went  away  unfufpe6led.     The  next 
day  they  conveyed  part  of  their  purchafe  away  to  a 
place  where  they  hid  all  their  prizes,  and  by  degrees 
getting  the  mofl;  part  away,  they  continued  not  long 
in  thofc  Quarters,  but  made  another  Remove.  Thefe 
fellows  were  notable  cunning   Rafcals,  and  had  fo 
many  ways  to  bring  in  Purchafcs,  that  they  gathered 
much  goods  together,   but  covetous  of  more  ftill 
attempted  further  Projefts,  till  in  the  end  they  were 
caught  and  deferv^edly  puniflicd. 

The  next  Project  they  had  (faid  the  Gentleman) 
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was  this,  they  had  a  boy  who  oftentimes  ferved  and 
affifted  them  in  their  undertaking,  and  he  was  now 
very  ufeful ;  for  one  day  intending  to  fteal,  they  pre- 
tended to  buy  fome  Linnen  cloath ;  and  a  conceit  co- 
ming into  their  heads,  tliey  did  buy  fome  confiderable 
quantity;  they  left  it  at  the  Drapers  where  they 
bought  it,  paying  a  fmall  matter  of  money  in  part  at 
prefent,  promifmg  to  come  the  next  day  and  fetch  it 
away,  and  pay  the  reft  of  the  money :  the  next  day 
they  came  and  brought  a  Porter  with  them  loaden 
with  a  Bayl  made  up,  as  theyfaid,  of  Woollen-cloath 
which  theyfaid  they  had  bought, and  intendingtofend 
that,and  what  they  had  bought  of  him  into  the  Coun- 
trey,  the  Carrier  was  gone  before  tliey  came,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  fend  away  either  till  the  next 
day;  when,  they  faid,  another  Carrier  was  to  go  to 
tlie  place  they  intended  to  fend  to ;  and  therefore  they 
defired  the  Shop-keeper  to  let  them  leavethatBayl  of 
Cloth  in  his  Shop  till  the  next  day,  when  they  in- 
tended to  fetch  them  both.  They  having  been  Cufto- 
mers  to  the  Shop,  he  did  not  refufe  them  fo  fmall  a 
courtefie,  but  permitted  them  to  fet  it  in  a  convenient 
place  in  the  Shop ;  but  his  entertaining  of  that  Bayl 
of  Cloth,  was  almoft  as  fatal  to  him  as  the  Trojans  en- 
tertainment of  the  wooden-horfe;  for  at  midnight 
when  the  Draper  was  afleep,  thefe  Rogues  were  wake- 
ful, and  having  conveyed  this  Roguifli  Boy  I  told  you 
of,  into  this  Bayl,  which  they  pretended  was  Cloth, 
he  taking  out  his  Knife  cut  his  way  through,  fo  that 
he  came  out  the  Bayl,  and  not  finding  the  Key  of  the 
Shop-door,  he  opened  the  Shop-windows  and  did  let 
in  his  two  Maftcrs,  who  waited  there  for  that  purpofe ; 
they  being  within  the  Shop  were  not  idle,  but  having 
feen  by  day-light  where  the  fineft  Cloth  was  plac'd 
they  now  removed  it,  and  breaking  open  a   Desk 
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wherein  they  had  obferved  the  Draper  did  put  his 
money,  there  they  found  four  hundred  i^/-^«r// Crowns, 
fo  taking  that  money,  and  as  much  of  the  fineft  Cloth 
as  they  could  carry,  they  march'd  off;  neither  did 
the  boy  flay  behinde,  but  leaving  an  empty  Bayl 
covered  with  Canvas,  and  ftuff'd  round  about  with 
Cotton,  he  alfo  loading  himfelf,  went  with  his  maf- 
ters,  the  fame  way  he  had  let  them  in,  and  fo  they 
carried  this  purchafc  to  the  reft.  The  next  morning 
the  Draper,  and  his  Servants  were  foon  fenfible  of 
the  Robbery,  and  feeing  the  hole  cut  in  the  Bayl, 
they  quickly  difcovcred  the  manner  how,  but  it  was 
fuch  a  Novelty  as  had  not  been  heard  of;  and  he 
was  forced  to  reft  himfelf  contented  with  his  lofs,  for 
notwithftanding  all  his  endeavours,  he  could  not  for 
the  prcfent  hear  of  his  Cuftomers,  who  indeed  were 
fafe  enough  in  their  Quarters.  Thefe  Rogues  who 
now  had  money  enough  put  themfelves  in  a  gentle 
habit,  and  kept  company  with  the  beft,  but  ftill  they 
waited  to  do  all  the  mifchicf  they  could,  and  to  that 
end  they  ingratiated  themfelves  into  the  company  of 
Countrcy  Gentlemen,  fuch  as  were  beft  acquainted 
with  the  Cuftoms  and  Humors  of  the  Town;  many 
they  met  with,  and  few  efcapcd  them,  but  that  they 
either  got  them  into  play,  cheated  them,  or  pick'd 
their  pockets  or  made  fome  other  prize  of  tlicm  : 
Among  others  they  met  with  a  young  Country-Gen- 
tleman, who  had  been  unfortunate  enough  alread}', 
for  he  having  had  a  quarrel  about  a  niillrefs,  and 
fighting  with  his  Rival,  had  the  Fortune,  or  Misfor- 
tune rather,  to  kill  him;  Divine  vengeance  feldom 
miffes  to  purfue,  and  overtake  thofe  who  are  guilty 
of  murther;  &  although  thefe  kind  of  murlhers, 
which  are  the  moft  excu fable,  being  as  the}'  term 
them,  fairly  done,  pafs  rather  for  pieces  of  gallantry 
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than  otherwife;  yet  fome  great  misfortune  always 
attends  them,  as  I  have  obferv'd  by  feveral  Prece- 
dents, but  more  efpecially  by  this  Gentlemans  mis- 
fortunes ;  for  no  fooner  had  he  made  his  Enemy  to 
fall  in  the  place  where  they  had  fought,  but  he  was 
forc'd  to  fly  away  for  his  own  fafety,  doubting  elfe 
he  might  fall  in  to  the  hands  of  Juftice;  he  therefore 
with  all  fpeed  retired  to  a  place,  fix  miles  from  thence, 
where  he  had  fought,  to  a  friends  houfe,  and  not  think- 
ing himfelf  fafe,  being  there  provided  with  money 
enough  for  a  long  journey,  he  travelled  on  towards 
Paris,  being  a  place  whofe  large  Circuit,  and  number 
of  inhabitants  might  hide  him  from  all  purfuers;  in 
his  way  thither  hewas  met  by  Thieves,  who  attempted 
to  rob  him,  but  they  being  but  two  and  he  valliant 
enough,  as  he  thought  to  oppofe  them,  drew  and 
defended  himfelf,  he  here  likewife  had  the  fortune  to 
caufc  one  of  them  to  drop  down  by  him,  which  the 
other  feeing,  fled,  but  not  fo  far  but  that  he  foon 
returned  with  three  more  in  his  company ;  The  Gen- 
tleman feeing  this,  and  doubting  that  now  he  fhould 
not  onely  be  robb'd  of  what  he  had,  but  alfo  believ- 
ing that  they  would  kill  him  to  revenge  their  fellow; 
he  therefore  takes  one  Purfe  of  money  and  threw  it 
into  a  Hedge  near  him,  hopeing  that  if  he  did  cfcape, 
he  might  have  that  for  a  referve.  By  this  time  the 
thieves  were  come  up  to  him,  and  all  drew  upon 
him,  he  (knowing  that  odds  did  overcome  Hercules 
and  might  do  him)  therefore  told  them,  that  if  it 
were  his  mony  they  wanted,  he  would  deliver  it  to 
them ;  although  they  were  very  angry  for  the  lofs  of 
their  Companion,  yet  it  being  money  that  they  came 
for,  they  accepted  of  that;  he  giving  them  another 
Purfe  of  money  which  he  had  about  him;  but  in  re- 
gard they  had  fuffcrcd  fo  great  a  lofs  as  the  death  of 
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one  of  their  Companions,  they  ftripp'd,  and  ty'd  our 
young  Gentleman,  and  taking  away  their  Companion 
with  them,  they  departed.  He  lay  not  long  there 
but  was  unty'd,  and  relicv'd  by  fome  Paffengers,  who 
furnifhcd  him  with  an  old  Coat,  and  he  taking  up  his 
Purfe  of  money,  where  he  had  laid  it,  went  along  with 
them  to  the  next  Town ;  there  he  f urnifhed  himfelf 
with  Cloaths,  and  fo  travelled  on  towards  Paris  \  but 
before  he  came  thither,  he  was  again  met  with  by 
Thieves,  who  then  robb'd  him  of  all  his  money;  fo 
that  when  he  came  into  the  City  he  was  in  a  fad  con- 
dition, being  a  Stranger,  moneylefs,  and  friendlefs : 
however  thcfe  laft  Thieves  being  fo  civil  as  to  leave 
him  his  Cloaths,  he  took  a  lodging  in  a  convenient 
place  of  the  Town,  and  prcfently  fcnt  away  to  his 
friends,  acquainting  them  with  his  misfortunes,  and 
defiring  them  to  fend  him  more  money:  Although  it 
was  a  great  way  he  had  to  fend,  yet  in  a  little  time 
he  received  an  anfwer  according  to  his  expe6lations, 
and  although  till  then  he  was  forc'd  to  run  on  the 
Score,  and  keep  houfc,  yet  now  he  honcftly  paid  his 
Hoft,  and  putting  himfelf  in  a  very  good  Garb,  he 
now  went  abroad,  &;  light  into  the  company  of  our 
two  thievifli  Rogues  who  dealt  Roguiflily  with  him  ; 
for  perceiving  him  to  be  a  ftrangcr,  they  took  him 
up,  and  became  his  companions ;  and  that  they  might 
be  able  to  do  him  the  more  mifchicf,  they  fo  far  in- 
gratiated thcmfclvcs  into  his  company,  as  to  take  a 
lodging  where  he  lay,  and  then  finding  that  he  was 
pretty  well  furniflied  with  moneys,  they  tryed  feveral 
waj's  to  get  it  from  him,  they  tempted  him  to 
gameing,  but  he  was  not  guilty  of  that  hazardous 
vanity,  and  would  not  i)lay;  he  carried  but  little 
money  in  his  pocket,  but  he  left  the  reft  in  his  Trunk 
which  was  alfo  lock'd  up  in  his  Chamber;  and  the 
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Landlord  of  the  houfe  being  an  honeft  man,  was  very 
careful  of  it;  however  they  were  refolved  to  be  Mas- 
ters of  it  by  one  means  or  other:  but  they  delayed 
it  a  while  longer  by  an  occafion  that  fell  out ;  he  had 
written  for  more  moneys,  intending  to  pafs  from 
France  into  the  Low-countreys;  and  thereupon  a 
Letter  came  one  day  to  his  hands,  which  acquainted 
him,  that  within  fourteen  days  he  might  receive  fix 
hundred  Crowns  of  a  Merchant  in  Paris,  to  whom  a 
Bill  of  Exchange  was  direfted ;  this  Letter  he  dropt 
by  accident,  and  one  of  thefe  Rogues  met  with  and 
read  it,  but  knowing  that  it  would  advantage  him 
nothing  to  keep  it,  he  foon  gave  it  to  the  owner. 
He  acquainted  his  Companion  with  the  News,  and 
how  he  did  believe  that  the  Gentleman  would,  when 
he  received  that  money,  bring  it  home  to  his  Lodg- 
ing, wherefore  they  would  ftay  until  that  time  & 
then  they  would  rob  him  of  it  all ;  this  refolution  they 
both  continued  in,  and  that  he  might  not  diftruft 
them  in  any  particular,  they  kept  him  company 
very  much,  feldom  permitting  him  to  be  in  any  other 
company;  they  alfo  carried  him  abroad  with  them  to 
feveral  of  their  friends,  who  treated  him  very  well  for 
their  fakes:  In  the  mean  time,  they  being  often  with 
him  in  his  Chamber,  one  of  them  took  the  Key  out 
of  his  Chamber-door,  and  making  an  impreffion  of 
it  upon  Wax,  put  it  in  there  again;  his  Companion 
keeping  our  Gentleman  company  in  the  mean  time  : 
The  fourteen  days  being  come,  he  went  and  received 
his  money,  and  bringing  it  home  lock'd  it  up  in  his 
Trunk ;  And  now  being  furniflied  with  money,  he  was 
refolv'd  to  fit  himfelf  with  Clothes,  and  proceed  on 
his  intended  Journey;  but  he  was  prevented;  as  I 
fhall  prefently  tell  you,  for  thefe  two  Rogues  having 
now  got  the  key  of  the  Chamber-door  made,  and 
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having  tryed  it,  were  refolv'd  to  delay  no  longer,  but 
catch  the  Birds  before  they  were  flown,  as  they  would 
be  in  few  days,  if  they  did  not  prevent  it;  for  this 
caufe  they  invited  him  one  evening  to  go  out  with 
them  to  fupper,  he  diftrufting  nothing  went  with 
them,  where  was  better  cheer  than  Company,  for  all 
the  Entertainers  were  as  very  Rogues  as  thefe  two, 
however  they  treated  him  very  civilly,  and  after  fup- 
per fell  to  drinking,  he  being  dcfirous  to  return  to 
his  lodging,  requefted  his  companions  to  be  going; 
but  they  knowing  it  was  yet  too  early  to  execute 
their  Dcfign;  defired  him  to  ftay  longer,  and  fo  long 
as  he  had  their  companies,  they  told  him  he  would 
be  fafe  enough ;  he  feeing  them  refolv'd  to  ftay,  was 
content,  and  fo  they  drank  on  till  about  eleven  of 
the  clock  at  night;  and  then,  he  not  being  wiUing  to 
ftay  longer,  they  agreed  to  go  with  him ;  and  to  the 
end  they  might  not  be  ftopp'd  by  any  Watch,  they 
agreed  to  go  a  back-way,  which  was  fomewhat  about ; 
this  they  pretended  was  the  reafon  of  their  going 
that  way,  but  it  was  indeed,  that  thofc  who  were  his 
entertainers,  and  who  were  to  affift  them  in  their 
Enterprizc  might  by  going  the  neareft  way,  meet 
them ;  which  accordingly  they  did,  for  at  the  place 
appointed  by  all,  but  our  Gentleman,  they  met,  and 
pretending  themfclvcs  drunk,  joftcll'd  one  another 
fo,  that  their  fwords  were  foon  drawn,  and  they  af- 
faultcd  one  another,  our  Gentleman  feeing  that  thofc 
who  met  them  were  but  four,  and  he  and  his  Com- 
pany were  three,  did  not  qucftion  but  he  might  have 
the  better  on  it,  or  at  lealt  defend  himfelf,  and  there- 
fore being  perfectly  valiant,  he  fo  profecuted  one  of 
the  two  who  affaultcd  him  that  he  laid  him  at  his 
feet;  the  reft  thinking  that  thofe  two  who  affaultcd 
him  would  have  performed  their  Enterprizc  well 
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enough  had  hitherto  only  plaid  with  one  another, 
in  clafhing  of  their  fwords,  but  now  feeing  one  of 
their  Companions  fall,  and  doubting  more  mifchief, 
they  all  four,  as  well  thofe  whom  he  thought  were  his 
friends  as  thofe  whom  he  knew  to  be  his  Affaylants, 
left  their  jefl  and  fell  all  upon  him  in  earneft,  and 
he  being  thus  over-match'd,  was  foon  kill'd.  The 
Rogues  who  were  left  alive,  feeing  him,  and  one  of 
the  Companions  dead,  knew  not  what  refolution  to 
take,  but  after  a  fhort  confultation,  they  refolved  to 
carry  off  their  dead  Companion,  and  leave  the  other 
there ;  but  the  two  who  were  his  Companions,  fearing 
he  might  be  known  before  theyhad  finifhed  theirPro- 
je6l,  and  they  might  be  prevented;  they  therefore 
drew  their  Knives,  and  like  bloody  Butchers  fley'd 
all  the  fkin  from  the  poor  Gentlemans  face,  and  fo 
taking  the  Key  of  his  Trunk  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
all  his  Letters,  that  they  might  leave  nothing  about 
him  to  caufe  him  to  be  known;  they  and  their  Com- 
panions parted :  the  two  Rogues  went  home  to  their 
Lodging ;  where  when  they  were  let  in,  they  were 
asked  where  the  Gentleman  their  Companion  was  ? 
they  reply'd,  they  left  him  prefently  after  they  went 
out;  and  this  anfwer  ferv'd  for  the  prefent:  they  then 
went  into  their  own  Chamber,  but  foon  after  with 
their  falfe  Key  they  got  into  his,  and  opening  his 
Trunk  they  took  out  all  his  money,  and  lock'd  it 
up  in  a  Trunk  in  their  own  Chamber;  and  this  being 
done,  they  went  to  Bed:  The  next  morning  they 
went  out,  and  carried  the  money  with  them  to  the 
place  where  all  their  other  Trcafure  lay  ;  returning 
again,  intended  to  get  away  all  their  other  things 
that  were  of  any  value,  in  the  Trunk;  purpofing  to 
be  gone,  and  leave  that  behind  them,  for  they  knew 
it  would  caufe  fufpition  if  they  remov'd  Trunk  and 
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all,  fo  fuddenly;  in  their  removal  of  their  money, 
they  had  carelefsly  left  their  counterfeit-key  of  the 
Gentlemans  Chamber-door  in  their  Chamber-win- 
dow, wherefore  the  Landlord  coming  in  there,  and 
feeing  a  Key,  which  although  it  was  new  yet  he 
believed  he  had  feen  it,  or  one  like  it;  he  therefore 
comparing  fome  other  Keys  with  that,  found  that  it 
was  like  the  Key  of  the  Gentlemans  Chamber-door; 
he  therefore  try'd  it,  and  found  that  it  would  open  it 
as  well  as  the  other :  he  was  in  fome  kind  of  amaze 
to  think  of  this,  and  the  Gentleman  not  coming  home, 
he  began  to  fufpe6t  that  all  was  not  well;  About 
noon  he  went  in  again  into  the  Gentlemans  Cham- 
ber, and  knowing  that  he  had  lately  received  a  con- 
fiderable  Sum  of  money,  which  he  believ'd  he  had 
put  in  his  Trunk,  he  therefore  lifted  up  the  Trunk 
in  his  hand  to  poize  it,  and  feel  if  it  were  heavy  ;  but 
it  was  light  enough;  they  having  already  taken  out 
all  the  money;  he  having  fct  it  down  again  faw 
lying  by  it  a  pocket-handkerchief,  which,  he  being 
now  grown  curious,  dilligently  looked  for  the  Marks 
of  it,  which  he  found  not  to  be  marked  with  the  two 
Letters  of  the  Gentlemans  name,  but  two  others, 
which  were  the  name  of  one  of  the  others:  Thefe 
things  raifed  further  fcruples  in  his  minde,  whcrfora 
he  was  rcfolv'd  to  obfcrve  his  two  Guefls  with  a 
more  curious  eye;  and  one  of  them  foon  after  re- 
turning, he  watch'd  him,  and  faw  that  he  went  to 
his  Trunk,  and  made  up  a  Bundle  which  he  carried 
out;  no  fooner  was  he  gone  out,  but  he  heard  the 
report  which  had  gone  about  the  Town  all  that  day; 
that  a  Gentleman  in  fuch  a  place  was  barbaroufly 
murthercd,  and  was  fo  much  a  Stranger  that  no 
body  knew  him;  the  Landlord  hearing  this,  his 
heart  leap'd  and  he  was  in  a  very  great  perplex  it}-, 
fo  that  he  could  hardly  ftand  on  his  leggs;  fo  foon 
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as  he  was  come  to  himfelf  he  took  a  Neighbour  with 
him,  and  went  to  the  place  where  the  Gentleman  lay 
murthered :  It  was  to  no  purpofe  to  think  to  know 
him  by  his  face,  for  that  was  quite  disfigured ;  his 
skin  being  fley'd  off;  but  although  his  Cloathes  were 
bloody,  yet  he  could  by  them  know  that  it  was  his 
Gueft,  who  lay  there  murthered ;  he  then  told  his 
Neighbour  what  were  his  thoughts,  and  withal,  that 
he  believ'd  he  knew  the  Murderers,  and  thereupon 
having  acquainted  him  with  all  his  Doubts  and  Jea- 
loufies  of  his  two  other  Guefts;  he  and  his  Neigh- 
bour both  were  of  the  oppinion  that  they  had  hand 
in  this  Murther,  and  therefore  they  hafted  home  to 
fee  what  might  be  further  difcovered;  Juft  as  they 
came  in,  one  of  the  two  went  out  with  a  bundle  un- 
der his  arm,  which  the  Landlord  feeing,  he  caufed 
one  to  follow  him,  and  dilligently  to  obferve  all  he 
did.  He  that  was  fent  was  fo  careful,  that  he  foon 
after  returned,  and  told  him,  that  certainly  there  was 
fome  matter  of  great  coniequence  between  his  two 
Guefts,  and  three  others,  who  were  dividing  and  tell- 
ing of  moneys,  and  he  heard  one  of  the  two  fay ;  that 
now  all  was  well,  for  he  had  brought  off  every  thing, 
and  intended  to  go  no  more ;  where  are  they  ?  faid  the 
Landlord;  they  are  at  fuch  a  houfe,  naming  it,  faid 
the  Meffenger:  but  I  followed  your  Gueft  to  another 
place  firft,  where  he  left  the  parcel  he  carried  out, 
and  waiting  fome  time,  he  came  out  of  that  houfe, 
which  was  a  private  houfe;  and  went  to  the  other, 
which  was  a  Vi6lualing-houfe;  I,  faid  he,  following 
him  thither,  was  permitted  to  go  in  there,  as  he  did, 
to  drink;  he  went  to  his  Companions,  and  I  took  a 
Room  next  adjoyning;  where  I  heard,  faid  he,  what 
I  have  told  you,  and  feveral  other  difcourfcs,  which 
makes  me  think,  that  thefe  perfons  have  lately  been 
upon  fome  Defign;  but  what,  I  cannot  at  prefent 
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imagine.  But  I  can,  reply'd  the  Landlord,  I  doubt, 
what  I  have  imagined  is  true ;  wherefore  Neighbours, 
faid  he,  what  is  beft  to  be  done?  I  pray  advife  me; 
they  told  him  the  beft  advice  they  could  give  him 
was  to  go  to  the  Magiftrate,  and  acquaint  him  with 
what  had  happened;  he  did  fo,  and  they  at  his  re- 
queft  went  with  him;  being  come  before  the  Magif- 
trate, the  Landlord  told  him,  that  not  long  fmce  a 
Gentleman  came  to  his  houfe  to  lodge,  and  foon 
after  him,  two  more  who  being  well  acquainted  to- 
gether, went  out  (fiiid  he)  to  fupper ;  the  two  returned 
home;  but  it  was  fomewhat  late,  and  the  third  not 
coming  home,  raifed  in  me  fome  fufpition,  which 
hath  fallen  out  too  true;  for,  faid  he,  the  poor  Gen- 
tleman is  barbaroufly  murdered,  and  lies  in  fuch  a 
place,  I  have  been  to  fee  him,  but,  although  I  can- 
not know  him  by  his  face;  for  they  have  fley'd  off 
the  fkin,  yet  I  believe  it  is  he  by  his  Cloathes;  and, 
continued  he,  I  very  much  fufpe6l  my  other  tvvo 
Gucfts  are  guilty  of  the  murthcr,  for  I  have  found  a 
falfc  Key  of  the  Gentlemans  Chamber-door  in  their 
Chamber:  and  fo  he  proceeded  in  telling  the  Juftice 
all  the  particular  obfcrvations  he,  and  the  perfon  he 
had  fcnt.had  made :  the  Juftice  was  of  their  oppinion, 
that  thefc  two  men  had  murthercd  the  third;  and 
therefore  fending  for  Officers,  and  a  Guard,  fent  im- 
mediatly  to  the  place  where  they  were  all  together, 
and  fecuring  them,  they  were  brought  before  him,  he 
examined  them  feverally,  and  fo  finding  them  in  fe- 
veral  Talcs,  he  gathered  fo  much  from  their  Exami- 
nations and  Confcffions,  that  he  found  them  guilty; 
and  then  being  inform'd  that  one  of  them  had  left  a 
parcel  at  a  private  houfe;  he  caufed  that  place  to  be 
fearch'd,  and  there  was  found  a  great  deal  of  wealth 
and   goods;    there  was   the  Merchants  Silks;   the 
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Drapers  Cloth;  the  ChalHces,  and  other  Church 
utenfils,  and  the  two  Fryars  weeds,  and  much  other 
goods,  Commodities,  and  Difguifes;  all  which  was 
feized  on,  and  the  report  of  this  murder,  and  the  other 
particulars,  running  about  the  City,  it  came  to  the 
ears  of  the  Merchant  and  Draper,  and  many  others 
who  had  been  lately  robb'd ;  and  they  coming,  knew 
and  owned  their  Goods,  OurRogues  who  were  now 
faft  enough  for  commiting  any  more  Roguries,  and 
feeing  that  they  were  difcovered,  for  they  were  told 
of  all  things  that  had  hapned;  now  faw  it  was  to 
no  purpofe  to  deny  thofe  feveral  fa6ls  that  would  be 
too  plainly  proved  againft  them ;  wherefore  they  con- 
fefs'd  all  this  that  I  have  told  you  of,  and  feveral 
murders  they  have  committed,  among  others  that  of 
the  two  poor  Fryars ;  and  robbing  theChurch, where- 
fore the  Parfon,  and  the  Church-w^ardens  of  that 
Parifh  hearing  of  this  confeffion,  came  to  Paris,  and 
the  Felons  executed,  they  and  the  Merchant,  and 
Draper,  and  all  others  whom  they  had  robb'd  of  any 
thing,  had  their  goods  returned  them ;  and  thus  faid 
the  Gentleman,  was  the  end  of  thefe  wretches ;  and 
I  came  to  be  thus  particularly  acquainted  with  this 
ftory,  becaufe  when  I  was  at  Paris,  I  lodg'd  at  the 
fame  houfe  where  they  had  done,  and  my  Landlord 
acquainted  me  with  all  thefe  particulars. 

The  Gentleman  having  finifli'd  his  difcourfc,  faid 
Miftrefs  Mary,  I  told  him  that  thefe  two  w^crc  cruel, 
and  bloody  minded  Thieves,  and  that  I  did  not  care 
for  hearing  any  fuch  ftories,  for  that  I  was  much 
troubled,  and  methought  fenfibly  concerned  in  his 
relation;  he  replyed,  that  indeed  this  was  bloody  and 
horrible,  but  that  it  was  ufual  to  have  fuch  murthers 
committed  in  Paris;  and  that  very  frequently,  and 
continued  he,  both  the  Thieves  and  Pick-pockets,  arc 
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far  more  cruel  and  bold  than  in  England',  and  al- 
though I  have  given  you  examples  of  both,  yet  I 
could  tell  you  many  more,  and  enlarge  very  much 
upon  this  Subje6l,  for  it  is  ufual  for  Pick-pockets 
there,  to  perform  their  work  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  for  they  are  furnifhed  with  Arms,  and 
Hands  made  with  Wax  or  Wood;  and  by  vertue  of 
thefe,  they  will  frcqucntlyand  without  fufpition,  pick 
pockets  in  the  Church;  for  they  will  hold  two  hands 
with  a  true  Arm,  and  a  falfe  one,  that  is  an  Arm  of 
Wax  or  Wood  up,  and  in  their  hands  they  will  hold  a 
book  and  fcem  to  be  bufily  employ'd  in  turning  over 
leaves,  at  their  Devotions,  when  as  the  third  Arm  and 
hand  is  picking  of  pockets;  and  People  ftanding  by, 
nay,  the  Parfon  himfelf  whofe  pocket  is  pick'd,  will 
have  very  little  caufe  to  fufpe6l  him  that  does  it :  alfo 
if  they  get  a  man  out  of  the  way,  and  are  minded  to 
rob  him,  they  will  put  a  piece  of  Iron  or  Brafs  into  his 
mouth,  Hke  unto  a  Pear,  which  they  call  a  Choak-pcar; 
and  that  properly  enough ;  for  the  party  who  hath  it 
in  his  mouth,  endeavouring  to  get  it  out  cannot,  for 
there  being  a  Spring  within  it  which  forceth  it  open, 
it  is  impoffiblc  to  get  it  out  without  a  Key  to  it, 
which  they  have;  therefore  they  who  put  this  Choak- 
pear  into  the  mouths  of  any, after  they  are  firft  robb'd 
of  what  they  have  about  them,  they  are  told,  if  they 
intend  to  be  rid  of  that  Pear,  they  muft  go  and  fetch 
more  mony,  which  they  muft  bring  to  a  place  they 
appoint,  or  ehc  they  are  like  to  chew  upon  the  Pear, 
without  any  other  Vi6luals,  which  is  like  to  be  hard 
Dj'ct  to  them.  But  continued  he,  I  fliall  tell  you 
one  of  tlicfe  wax  or  wooden-handed-fellows,  and  fo 
conclude. 

A  Gentleman  having  had  his  pocket  feveral  times 
pick'd  of  moneys  and  Watches,  was  much  troubled 
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and  refolv'd  if  poffible  to  find  out,  and  catch  one 
Pick-pocket  that  fhould  pay  for  all;  wherefore  he 
advifes  with  a  Smith,  an  ingenious  fellow  of  that 
quality,  to  make  him  a  band  of  Iron  or  Steel,  with 
fome  prickles  about  the  fide  of  his  pocket,  and  a 
fpring  towards  the  bottom,  which  when  it  Ihould  be 
touch'd,  would  caufe  the  band  of  Iron  or  Steel,  at 
the  top  to  clofe  together,  fo  that  if  a  Pick-pocket 
fhould  come  there,  it  would  catch  and  hold  him  faft 
by  the  hand:  this  he  had  made  to  his  defire, and 
then  he  went  to  the  next  Affembly,  which  was  at  a 
tryal  of  caufes,  and  it  was  not  long  e're  his  proje6l 
took;  he  heard  his  Engine  difcharge,  and  the  fowl 
was  caught;  he  knew  which  Pocket  it  was,  and 
therefore  lookt  on  that  fide  one  flood  with  hat  off,  and 
both  his  hands  were  upon  his  Hat,  which  were  held 
up  as  high  as  his  face ;  he  therefore  wondring  whofe 
hand  he  had  caught,  and  feeing  the  man  in  that 
pofture,  doubted  that  his  Engine  had  deceived  him, 
and  had  given  falfe  fire,  but  putting  his  hand  to- 
wards his  pocket  he  found  a  hand  there,  which  was 
in  vain  flrugling  to  get  out;  wherefore  that  he  might 
know  who  this  hand  belonged  to,  he  got  out  of  the 
prefs  of  people,  and  the  man  who  held  his  Hat  in 
that  pofture  went  with  him ;  when  they  were  gone  a 
little  to  the  one  fide,  the  poor  fellow  cryed  out;  I 
pray  Sir,  let  me  have  my  hand;  how!  replyed  the 
Gentleman,  I  fee  you  have  two  already,  and  therefore 
if  you  have  a  third,  you  may  well  fpare  me  that  to 
guard  my  pocket  for  the  future:  the  fellow  faw  that 
he  was  caught,  and  therefore  replyed  to  the  Gentle- 
man; truly  Sir,  it  is  but  a  tryal  of  skil,  a  new  inven- 
tion, and  I  hope  you  will  not  be  angry  with  a  piece 
of  ingenuity;  but  if  you  are,  rather  than  fail,  if  you 
pleafe  to  let  me  go,  and  not  difcoverme,  ile  give  you 


Part  3-  other  Extravagants.  253 

any  fatisfaflion ;  what  fecurity  (hall  I  have  for  that 
faid  the  Gentleman?  all  that  I  can  give,  faid  the 
Diver;  and  thereupon  he  drew  out  a  purfe  of  money 
from  his  own  pocket,  which  it  is  like  had  an  another 
owner  but  lately,  but  now  it  helped  to  make  his 
compofition,  for  the  Gentle-man  and  Pick-pocket 
going  to  the  Tavern  they  clapt  up  an  agreement ; 
he  not  only  receiving  fatisfa6lion  for  what  he  had 
formerly  loft,  but  alfo  difcovered  to  him  the  Nature, 
Ufe,  and  quality  of  a  Wooden  hand. 


CHAP.    XX. 

MiJlrcfsM-diry  continues  tJie  Jlory  of  tJic young  Goitle- 
nian ;  relates  lioiv  a  Cheat  {with  two  more)  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  Countrcy  man,  performed  a  very  profit- 
able but  viofi  comical  exploit  on  a  Shop  keeper  ;  fiic 
is  inter  rnpted  by  the  Arrival  of  her  comrades ;  Meri- 
ton  Lattroon  enters  into  a  Pleafant  Dialogue  with 
her;  his  Indian  wife  falls  in  love  with  Aliflrefs 
Mary  a)id  Miflrefs  Dorothy,  difguisd  in  mans 
apparel:  and  a  pleafant  Adventure  there  upon. 

THus  (faid  Miftrcfs  Mar))  did  the  Gentleman 
difcourfc  of  the  I'^rench  manner  of  Thieving  and 
Cheating,  which  was  after  a  more  confident  and  bold 
manner  than  that  of  our  Countrey-men;  and  their 
manner  of  picking  pockets  was,  I  told  him  a  great 
Novelty  ;  he  replyed  that  he  could  relate  many  fuch 
tricks  that  were  done  at  his  being  there;  two  more 
whereof,  continued  he,  I  will  tell  you,  and  fo  conclude. 
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Three  Cheats  intending  a  piece  of  roguery,  had 
aparelled  themfelves  like  Countrey-men ;  and  two 
fauntring  in  the  Street,  one  of  the  other  went  into  a 
Shop-keeper,  whom  they  faw  was  alone  in  his  Shop, 
and  tells  him  that  he  was  a  Countrey-man,  and  had 
born  all  offices  in  the  Parifh  where  he  liv'd :  and  was 
now  Church-warden,  and  that  he  was  come  to  Town 
to  lay  out  a  little  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  Parifh  ; 
but  more  efpecially  to  buy  a  Cope  for  the  Parfon ; 
and,  faid  he,  I  would  buy  a  good  one  though  it  coft 
me  the  more  money:  and  thereupon  fetch'd  feveral 
and  iliew'd  him :  he  turn'd  many  of  them  over,  but 
ftill  defired  to  fee  better,  at  length  one  was  brought 
which  he  feemed  to  like;  but,  faid  he  to  the  Shop- 
keeper, I  doubt  it  is  too  fhort:  no,  faid  the  Shop- 
keeper, it  is  long  enough  of  all  confcience,  and  there- 
upon meafured  it  upon  the  Country-man :  who  faid, 
I  cannot  tell  by  this  meafuring,  w^hether  it  be  long 
enough  or  no:  but  our  Parfon  is  a  man  much  about 
your  pitch,  and  therefore  I  pray  do  you  put  it  on, 
and  I  {ball  be  better  fatisfied,  the  Shop-keeper  to 
fatisfie  his  Cuftomer,  did  fo;  and  our  cheating 
Church-warden  did  affift,  and  help  him  to  put  it  on; 
but  in  doing  it,  he  clapt  his  hand  into  the  Shop- 
keepers pocket,  and  drew  from  thence  a  purfe  of 
money,  the  Shop  keeper  perceiv'd  it,  and  caught  hold 
of  his  Cuftomer,  but  he  flipping  out  of  his  hand, 
fliew'd  him  a  fair  pair  of  heels,  and  the  Shop-keeper 
without  putting  off  the  Cope  followed  him ;  in  the 
mean  time  the  other  two  of  our  cheats  Companions 
acted  their  parts,  for  the  one  went  into  the  fliop,  and 
taking  the  next  bundle  of  goods  that  came  to  hand 
went  away,  and  the  third  doubting  that  if  the  Shop- 
keeper kept  his  pace  he  might  overtake  his  Com- 
panion whom  he  purfued ;  he  therefore  having  plac'd 


Part  3.  othef  Extravagants.  255 

himfelf  in  the  way  on  purpofe,  catches  hold  on  the 
Shop-keeper,  and  fayes,  O  Lord  Mafter  Do6lor ! 
what  makes  you  thus  diftra6led?  as  to  run  in  the 
ftrects  in  this  unfeemly  manner:  the  Shop-keeper 
told  him  that  he  was  miftaken,  he  was  no  Parfon, 
and  that  he  was  in  purfuit  of  a  fellow  that  robb'd 
him;  by  this  time  our  Cheat  who  was  purfued,  had 
turned  a  corner  of  a  Street,  and  was  out  of  fight ; 
and  the  Neighbors  coming  out  to  fee  what  was  the 
matter,  pcrfwaded  the  Shop-keeper  to  go  home  again 
and  put  off  that  Garment,  and  then  go  look  for  the 
Cheater;  he  did  fo,  but  there  he  found  that  he  had  a 
fecond  lofs,  which  made  him  more  angry  than  before, 
efpccially  when  he  confidered  that  he  was  without 
all  remedy,  not  being  able  to  difcover  who  they  were 
that  had  fhown  him  this  clenly  conveyance. 

Another  time  faid  the  Gentleman,  a  couple  of 
thefe  bold  rogues  underftanding  that  a  Gentle-man 
was  newly  come  from  travel ;  and  having  enquired 
into  and  been  acquainted  with  many  particulars  in 
his  Journey,  were  rcfolved  to  get  money  out  of  him  ; 
and  therefore  waiting  a  time  and  place  convenient, 
and  feeing  him  walking  with  anotherGentleman,  one 
of  thcfc  bold  rogues  thus  accofls  him :  Sir,  your  very 
humble  fervant,  I  am  very  joyful  to  fee  you  after 
your  return;  although  you  have  travelled  feveral 
Countries  fince  I  faw  you  laft,  yet  you  are  not  one 
jot  alter'd :  but  you  are,  replyed  briskly  the  Gen- 
tleman, if  ever  I  faw  you  before,  for  to  the  bcft  of 
my  remembrance*  this  is  the  firft  time  :  I  fliall  bring 
you,  rcply'd  the  Confident,  to  be  of  another  mind 
when  I  tell  you  that  my  name  is  Monn/icur  Brifack, 
and  that  you  and  I  travcll'd  many  a  mile  together, 
and  were  very  merry  at  fuch  and  fuch  places,  nam- 
ing them ;  I  hope  Sir,  continued  he,  that  you  do  re- 
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member  that  we  ftaid  three  dayes  at  fuch  a  place, 
and  then  departed,  having  very  bad  way,  and  a  te- 
dious Journey  to  fuch  a  place,  ftill  naming  the  places, 
and  there  we  met  with  fuch  and  fuch  Gentlemen,  who 
continued  in  our  companies  a  fortnight,  all  the  while 
we  ftaid  there;  and  we  came  to  fuch  and  fuch  a 
place.  All  this  reply'd  the  Gentleman,  and  all  thofe 
Perfons  I  very  well  remember;  but  indeed  Moimjieur 
Bri/ack,  if  your  name  be  fo,  I  do  not  at  all  remem- 
ber you ;  but  fmce  you  give  me  fo  good  an  account 
of  my  Journey,  I  muft  needs  believe  you  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  me  in  thofe  parts;  and  fmce  you  are 
fo,  I  pray  how  doth  Moimjieur  Langone?  very  well, 
reply'd  our  Cheat;  he  intends  to  be  here  in  fhort 
time,  and  then  I  will  bring  him  to  you  that  we  may 
renew  our  acquaintance:  I  fhall  be  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, reply'd  the  Gentleman,  and  fo  good  Aloiin- 
Jleur  Brifack,  faid  he,  till  then  I  fhall  be  your  humble 
Servant ;  yours  Sir,  reply'd  the  Cheat ;  but  I  pray, 
Sir,  do  you  now  remember  me?  yes,  yes,  reply'd  the 
Gentleman ;  then  I  hope  reply'd  the  Cheat,  you  will 
alfo  remember  that  I  did  you  a  fmall  courtfie  in  the 
time  of  our  acquaintance;  what  was  it?  faid  the 
Gentleman,  that  I  may  acknowledge  it ;  and  thank 
you ;  no  great  matter.  Sir,  faid  the  Cheat,  it  was  but 
a  friendly  office,  we  ought  to  do  fo  for  one  another  at 
fuch  a  diftance;  I  do  not  underfband  you,  faid  the 
Gentleman ;  you  are  very  forgetful,  faid  the  Cheat, 
but  I  hope  that  as  now  you  remember  me,  fo  you  will 
remember  to  pay  me  that  little  money  you  borrowed 
of  me  at  fuch  a  place;  I  know  nothing  of  it,  reply'd 
the  Gentleman ;  I  lent  it  to  you  replyed  the  Cheat,  by 
the  fame  token,  that  your  Horfe  was  taken  lame  in 
one  legg,  and  you  were  forc'd  to  leave  him  behind 
you,  and  take  another:  truly,  replyed  the  Gentle- 
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man,  the  token  is  good,  but  I  do  not  remember  the 
other  matter;  but  I  hope  you  will,  reply'd  the  Cheat, 
and  pay  me  for  your  Credit-fake  before  it  comes  to 
the  hearing  of  our  Fellow-travellers;  how  much  do 
you  fay  it  was,  reply'd  the  Gentleman ;  but  twenty 
Crowns,  a  fmall  fum,  and  foon  paid;  I  know  you  are 
not  without  fo  much  money  about  you,  and  if  you 
pleafe  to  pay  it  me  now,  it  will  do  me  as  great  a  kind- 
nefs  in  receiving  it  now,  as  it  did  you  when  I  lent  it ; 
well  replyed  the  Gent,  if  it  be  fo,  when  Mounfiair 
Langoiic  returns  I  will  pay  you,  which  you  fay  will 
be  in  fliort  time;  I  hope  Sir,  replyed  the  Cheat,  you 
will  not  injure  me  fo  much  as  to  put  me  to  ftay  fo 
long,  when  you  promifed  me  to  pay  it  at  our  next 
meeting,  and  befides,  Sir,  it  will  not  be  for  your  Credit 
to  let  him  or  any  of  our  Fellow  Travellers  know  that 
you  boggle  at  the  payment  of  fuch  a  driblet  as 
twenty  Crowns:  and  thus  did  he  importune  the  Gen- 
tle-man for  payment,  by  telling  him  that  he  had  now 
acknowledged  it  before  witnefs,  and  that  if  he  would 
not  quietly  pay,  he  would  compel  him  to  it :  fo  that 
the  Gentleman  to  purchafe  his  quiet  gave  him  what 
he  demanded,  left,  as  he  faid,  he  fliould  fliame  him, 
AVhilft  Miftrefs  Mary  was  bufied  in  the  recital  of 
what  A\  as  afore  delivered,  and  intending  to  have  pro- 
ceeded in  the  fame  difcourfe;  flie  was  interrupted  by 
the  return  of  the  Captain,  DriigJJcr,  and  Scrivener, 
and   Gregory:  and  her  looks  and  colour  difcovered 
to  the  Capt.  tb.at  Hic  had  play'd  the  extravagant  in 
the   ufc   of  that   liberty  &  freedom  which  he  freely 
gave  her,  and  could  not  contain  himfelf  from  expref- 
fing  fome  refentments  thereof:  and  addreffmg  his 
difcourfe  to  me  in  a  fleering  manner,  come  Mafter 
I\Ierito)i  Latrooii  (faid  he)  I  Ihall  know  you  better  b>' 
degrees,  and  do  fear  I  Ihall  fuid  you  too  much  guilty 
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of  the  humour  of  the  Turks  and  Italians,  who  unatu- 
rally  delight  in  the  fociety  of  young  men :  they  are 
pretty  Smock-fac'd  Lads,  how  do  you  like  them,  Sir, 
if  you  could  procure  a  change  of  their  Sex,  would 
not  either  of  them  ferve  for  fine  play-fellows. 

I  think  (faid  I)  they  are  beft  as  they  are,  without 
any  change;  nay,  with  your  pardon,  good  Captain,! 
know  it  an  undeniable  truth,  which  your  own  fre- 
quent experience  doth,  or  mufl  acknowledge  ;  their 
unfuitable  habits,  I  confefs  at  firft  muffled  up,  or 
quite  darkned  all  former  knowledge  of  them :  but 
you  muft  excufe  them,  if  they  did  unmask  them- 
felves  to  be  known  to  one,  they  once  preferred  be- 
fore their  own  fafeties  and  reputations.  Your  fweet 
William  was  once  my  little  wanton  Mally,  whom 
with  many  more,  I  firft  beguiled  by  hiring  my  felf  in 
womans  apparel,  as  a  Servant  maid  in  a  boarding 
School.  This  other  whom  you  call  George,  was  a 
Country-girl,  whofe  beauty  and  good  feature  difarm'd 
me  in  the  road,  as  I  went  on  the  Pad,  and  although  I 
had  never  feen  her  till  then,  I  was  fo  paffionately  in 
love  with  her,  that  I  never  reftedtill  I  had  obtained  my 
defires  on  her,  which  effe6led,  I  ungreatfully  left  her. 

This  faid  the  Captain,  is  a  thing  I  was  wholly  ig- 
norant of  till  now,  although  from  our  friend  Gregory 
I  have  been  informed  of  the  moft  remarkable  paffages 
of  your  life:  fuch  wonderful  and  unheard  of  tranfac- 
tions  in  one  man's  life,  that  in  his  relation  I  thought 
him  reading  to  me  fome  Legend  of  incredibilities. 

I  replyed  that  I  had  referved  this  fecret  with  fome 
others,  to  be  difcovered  as  occafion  fliould  ferve,  and 
that  in  time,  nothing  {hould  be  hid  from  him.  And 
now  Sir,  faid  I,  you  nor  the  reft  of  your  friends  muft 
not  entertain  a  jealoufie  that  I  participate  and  fhare 
with  them  in  your  Miftrefs's  affc6lions;  to  be  plain  if 
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your  belief  of  that  raife  in  you  any  anger  or  revenge, 
you  will  difcover  thereby  your  folly  mofl  egregioufly; 
for  can  you  expe6l  a  conftancy  from  fuch,  who  know 
they  cannot  live,  but  by  being  inconflant;  they  are 
like  fuch  who  are  upon  a  trading  Voyage,  it  is  not  one 
Port,  but  a  great  many  that  makes  up  their  market ; 
neither  are  they  like  fome  Merchants  who  particu- 
larly trade  to  one  place,  as  to  Gidiicy,  Hambroiigh, 
&c.  They  are  generally  trucking,  or  vending  their 
commodities  through  the  Univerfe:  Mai,  faid  I,  you 
mufl  not  be  angry  that  I  thus  plainly  and  boldly  dif- 
clofe  the  naked  truth;  pray  on.  Sir,  faidflie;  I  fhall 
exercifc  my  patience  in  hearing  your  rallery,  but  I 
pray  tell  me  when  you  are  out  of  breath,  that  I 
may  inform  you  of  the  infirmities  and  frailties  that 
belong  to  your  more  noble  Sex,  and  fpare  not  ours ; 
you  will  not  be  fo  unjuft  to  deny  me  that  liberty  you 
take  your  felf ;  a  match,  quoth  I,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
proceed.  When  you  were  but  fourteen,  you  began 
like  a  Nut  to  grow  brown  at  bottom,  which  you  know 
will  then  drop  or  fall  of  it  felf,  or  I  might  more  pro- 
perly compare  you  to  forward  Summer  fruit,  which 
proves  mellow  in  the  non-age  of  the  fpring,  but  rotts 
by  too  foon  falling,  when  more  follid  fruit  fhall  deny 
the  nipping  frofts  of  an  approaching  Winter.  There  is 
a  Qncoi-apple,  and  a  Bittcr-fzvcct  fo  call'd,  you  re- 
fcmble  the  one  in  the  lovely  colour,  the  other  in  the 
diflaftcful  GuJIo:  but  fmce  I  fpeak  of  fruit,  the  moft 
common  rcfcmblance  is  a  Medlar,  which  is  never 
good  till  rotten;  fuch  are  you,  never  finer  dreft  than 
in  your  winding  fliect.  Several  of  your  Sex  when 
married  are  but  a  parcel  of  Crab  trees,  wall'd  in  at 
a  great  charge.  As  for  thy  part,  thou  art  like  a 
honeycomb  with  a  Bee  in  it,  which  infallibly  rtinj.;s 
him  that  taftes  thereof;  to  be  fliort,  ye  have   fair 
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tongues  and  falfe  hearts ;  fine  faces,  but  foul  Confcien- 
ces;  pride  prompts  ye  to  all  manner  of  prodigality, 
and  luft  leads  ye  to  that  loofnefs, which  ruinates  thou- 
fands  in  the  deftruftion  of  yourfelves.  To  conclude, 
I  could  love  thee,  but  that  thou  art  female,  and  would 
never  have  married,  but  that  I  thought  it  beft  ex- 
pedient to  bring  me  to  repentance.  Now  Sir  faid 
file,  I  believe  it  is  my  time  to  fpeak,  for  I  find  by 
your  ftraining,  you  are  very  needy;  you  have  but 
little  water  left  by  the  fucking  of  your  Pump;  I  fee 
where  your  plot  lies  clearly,  by  undervaluing  me  and 
our  Sex,  you  would  put  our  friends  out  of  conceit 
with  us  and  others,  that  you  might  make  a  Mono- 
poly of  our  Sex ;  be  advifed  Sir,  your  Patent  will  not 
be  worth  the  procuring,  if  we  are  fo  variable  and 
wavering,  as  you  would  falfly  make  the  world  believe, 
you  have  Marfliall'd  up  a  fair  company  of  Meta- 
phors, that  your  wit  might  flutter  in  our  difparage- 
ment.  Our  failing  from  port  to  port  to  advance 
our  profit,  is  not  fo  difcomendable  as  you  would  have 
it,  fince  it  is  rather  our  misfortune  to  meet  with  fuch 
Bank-rupts,  Broken-merchants,  who  have  neither 
ftock  nor  credit  to  barter  with  us  for  our  wares. 
Surely  your  wit  is  mightily  improv'd  (fince  your  poor 
Poetry  }^ou  writ  to  my  friend  Doll,  which  flie  related 
to  me  was  almoft  all  the  reward  fhe  had  for  her  loft 
Virginity)  it  skipt  fo  nimbly  from  Pole  to  Pole,  from 
Sea  to  Land,  to  fetch  a  Lean  flarvelin  of  a  conceit, 
and  that  was  the  comparing  of  us  to  ripe  Nutts,  or 
Nutts  brown  at  bottom  as  you  well  know;  for  all 
we  are  flip-fiiell'd  were  it  not  for  truanting-waggs 
who  rufliing  into  our  Thickets  fliakc  us  down;  we 
might  hang  long  enough,  not  like  your  Crack-ropes: 
and  for  }-our  likening  us  to  fruit  foon  ripe,  and  as 
foon  rotten,  I  dare  confidently  aver  that  we  might 
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remain  a  long  time  on  the  tree,  did  not  fuch  un- 
happy Boys  as  you  are  throw  ftones  at  us.  Laftly, 
you  fay  our  fvveets  are  accompanyed  with  ftings,  I 
know  not  what  you  mean,  but  I  am  fure  you  flung 
this  Gentlewoman  and  my  felf  in  that  manner  that 
the  fweUing  lafted  nine  moneths,  and  by  a  Mid-wife 
was  at  laft  delivered  of  our  pain.  To  conclude,  with 
what  force  can  you  condemn  us  for  inconftancy.^ 
when  every  new  face  you  fee  fhall  change  your  af- 
fe6lion,  variety  fliall  be  as  fo  many  winds  to  blow 
your  amorous  pretences  to  more  points  than  are 
contained  within  a  Compafs,  and  when  you  have 
had,  after  a  long  Seige,  the  Town  (you  fate  down 
before)  furrendered,  you  fall  a  plundring  inftantly, 
and  it  may  be,  after  this,  ingratefully  fet  the  Garri- 
fon  on  fire;  if  not,  at  leaftwife  curfe  the  time  and 
money  you  fpent  in  your  Conqueft,  throwing  it  off 
as  a  thing  not  worth  the  managing  and  keej)ing  : 
No  more  (dear  Mall,  faid  I,)  no  more,  what  hither- 
to I  have  exprefs'd,  was  but  a  tryal  of  thy  wit,  which 
fmcc  I  find  fo  pregnant,  thy  better  parts,  thy  mind, 
I  will  endeavour  to  enjoy  hereafter. 

All  the  Company  was  greatly  pleas'd  with  our 
Drollery,  and  now  faid  I,  Gentlemen,  without  tri- 
fling the  time  away  too  much,  fince  we  know  one  the 
others  paft  lives,  and  prefcnt  intentions;  let  us  enter 
into  a  fcrious  confultation,  how  we  may  advantage 
each  others  intereft  here,  in  order  elfewherc.  Al- 
though you.  Sir  (fpcaking  to  the  Captain)  have  been 
in  thcfe  parts  twice  or  thrice  before,  yet  I  queftion 
not  but  the  knowledge  I  have  of  this  Country  will 
prove  as  ferviceable  to  our  defign,  as  any  others  that 
have  been  here  a  longer  time  befides  the  advantage  of 
my  proje6lions;  the  Captain  with  all  the  rcfl  readily 
confcnted  to  be  advifcd  with  me  in  every  thing,  as 
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giving  me  the  priority  in  all  manner  of  Roguery. 
Gentlemen,  faid  I,  the  love  I  bear  my  own  Countrey 
(although  all  Countries  indeed,  fhould  not  be  fuch 
ftrangers  to  us,  as  not  to  make  them  abfolutely  our 
own,  when  neceffity  compels  us  thereunto)  I  fay,  ha- 
ving a  longing  defire  to  fee  Etcrope,  and  return  for 
England,  having  now  gotten  fomething  confiderable 
for  a  future  maintenance,  I  fhall  make  it  my  whole 
bufmefs  to  take  up  what  commodities  I  can  on 
truft,  and  with  what  I  have,  and  my  felf,  I  refolve 
to  accompany  you  homewards ;  and  that  I  may  be 
the  better  wellcome  among  you,  I  will  be  affiftant 
to  you  in  the  buying  your  commodities,  and  pro- 
curing you  a  credit  withal. 

Thefe  propofals  commanded  both  their  thanks 
and  embraces,  and  to  work  we  vt^ent  immediately. 
But  before  I  proceed  to  tell  you  how,  and  in  what 
manner  we  enrich'd  our  felves  by  cheating  and  de- 
ceiving the  Countrey:  I  muft  give  you  an  account, 
that  my  fhe-black  divil,  my  wife,  had  a  moneths 
mind  to  no  lefs  than  a  brace  of  white  Jafcp/is,  I  mean 
my  two  Girls  in  mans  apparrel ;  I  confefs  the  temp- 
tation was  great  enough  to  have  deluded  any  other 
woman  of  more  Chriftian  principles;  when  I  heard 
of  it,  I  thought  I  fhould  have  dyed  by  the  excefs 
of  laughter,  and  that  I  might  have  the  more  fport, 
I  ordered  my  two  Females  not  to  difcountenance 
her  amorous  defires.  I  have  heretofore  inform'd 
you  that  flie  was  for  feature  and  ftature  as  handfome, 
and  as  proper  as  moft  Europeans,  and  had  a  natural 
genius,  her  Sex  is  not  ordinarily  endued  withal:  in 
the  time  of  my  living  with  her,  I  had  taken  confi- 
derable pains  to  teach  \\qx  EnglifJi  of  which  Hie  hath 
a  competent  underftanding  and  utterance.  Seeing 
me  go  very  gentile  and  gallant,  flie  differted  her  own 
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Country  fafhion,  and  thought  herfelf  obliged  to  be 
cloathed  in  mine,  which  I  condefcended  to,  not  fo 
much  to  pleafe  my  eye,  as  to  fport  my  fancy,  for 
they  became  her  as  well  as  a  Hat  and  Feather, 
Sword  and  Belt,  with  a  Red-coat  would  become  a 
Jack-an-apes  riding  before  the  Bears. 

We  had  not  many  E}igli/Ji-wom.cr\  among  us,  how- 
ever fhe  imitated  every  one  of  them  in  fome  thing 
or  other,  fo  that  fhe  feemed  when  drefl  to  have  bor- 
rowed of  at  leaft;  twenty  women,  and  thofe  Habili- 
ments look'd  as  if  they  had  been  thrown  on  her  with 
a  pitchfork.  She  being  extreemly  fmitten  in  love 
with  thcfe  2  handfome  young  man,  as  fhe  thought 
them,  began  now  to  be  lefs  carelefs  in  her  drefs,  but 
what  diforders  fhe  endeavoured  to  re6tifie  and 
amend,  fhe  made  a  thoufand  times  worfe  ;  fhe  con- 
futed her  glafs,  and  imagining  her  face  was  not 
naturally  fair  enough,  that  is,  not  black  (for  black- 
nefs  is  cfteem'd  by  them  as  beauty,  and  tawninefs 
the  contrary)  I  fay  to  corrcft  that  natural  defe6l  by 
Art,  flic  got  fome  Lamb  black,  or  fome  thing  like 
it,  by  which  paint  fhe  rcfolved  to  be  devilifh  fair. 

I  wondrcd  to  fee  my  pretty  fweetings  face,  all  of 
a  fudden  fo  ftrangely  chang'd,  but  I  concerning  my 
felf  but  little  with  her,  never  demanded  how  it 
came,  but  according  to  my  ufual  Cuftome  went  to 
bed,  and  not  long  after  my  wife  followed  me:  I  had 
drank  very  exccffivcly  that  day,  by  which  means  I 
flept  profoundly  and  was  not  fcnfiblc  what  her  petu- 
lancy  prompt'd  her  to  when  I  was  afleep;  but  cer- 
tain I  am,  (lie  did  io  all  to  bckifs  me,  and  fo  rubb'd 
the  black  paint  off  her  face  upon  mine,  that  none 
could  tell  which  was  the  blacker  of  the  two  in  the 
morning  when  I  arofe. 

I  got  not  out  of  bed  till  an  hour  after  all  the  reft 
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of  the  People  in  the  houfe  were  up,  and  flaying  fome- 
vvhat  longer  above  than  I  ufually  did,  Ihe  came  up 
into  the  Chamber,  and  perceiving  my  face  to  be 
black,  fhe  was  at  a  ftand,  not  knowing  what  to  fay, 
or  do ;  but  at  length  concluded  (as  fhe  confefs'd  af- 
terwards) that  her  God  was  angry  with  her  for  lov- 
ing any  other  white  befides  her  Husband,  and  there- 
fore had  taken  away  his  white  face,  and  had  given 
him  a  black  one  in  the  room :  fhe  retired  down  with 
much  more  reverance  than  ufual,  and  was  fo  amazed, 
that  fhe  fpake  not  a  word  to  any  below.  The  Cap- 
tain and  his  friends,  with  feveral  of  my  own  ac- 
quaintance were  attending  my  coming  down,  who 
feeing  my  face  thus  difcoloured,  knew  me  not,  yet 
knew  my  voice  and  clothes,  and  though  I  bid  them 
good  morrow,  they  returned  me  not  the  like  civilty, 
but  inftead  thereof,  ask'd  me  whether  I  was  not  an 
impudent  fellow  to  counterfeit  another  voice  and 
wear  his  clothes?  Gentlemen  faid  I,  are  ye  all  mad, 
or  have  ye  eyes  that  ye  dare  own  ?  I  am  the  man  I 
was  the  laft  night  I  am  very  certain  ;  you  may  have 
the  fame  body,  faid  the  Captain,  but  the  foul  Fiend 
ftole  away  thy  head  lafl  night  for  being  drunk,  and 
left  his  own  in  its  room;  hereupon  a  Looking-glafs 
was  fetcht,  and  put  it  into  my  hands,  but  I  no  fooner 
faw  my  face  in  it,  but  it  dropt  out  of  my  hands  break- 
ing all  in  pieces,  and  with  the  amazement  of  this  fud- 
den  alteration,  I  was  juft  ready  to  expire;  now  did 
all  my  former  roguries  come  frefh  into  my  memory, 
believing  that  they,  with  what  I  was  now  about  to 
aft,  had  rode  pofte  to  the  Devil  to  inform  him  what 
I  was ;  that  he  was  come  to  fetch  me  away  alive,  and 
that  he  had  lent  me  this  hellifh  face,  that  I  might  be 
the  fitter  for  his  company  in  his  Journey  homeward. 
The  Company  feeing  me  ftand  fo  like  a  change- 
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ling,  could  not  forbear  laughing  till  they  held  their 
fides,  at  length  one  of  them  came,  and  with  a  wet 
cloth  rubbing  my  face,  reftored  it  me  again,  I  could 
not  imagine  who  fhould  ferve  me  this  trick,  or  how  it 
fhould  be  done,  but  at  lafl  recolle6ling  my  thoughts, 
I  remembred  that  my  wife  of  late  feemed  to  me  to  be 
more  than  ufually  black;  whereupon  1  call'd  her  to 
me,  and  with  the  fame  cloth  I  made  her  blacknefs 
vanifh  too.  She  perceiving  I  was  inflam'd  with  rage 
and  fury,  fell  upon  her  knees,  and  begging  my  par- 
don, fhe  told  me  every  circumftance  of  what  flie  had 
done  and  defign'd,  concealing  her  real  contrivance; 
that  fhe  had  painted  her  face  in  that  manner  to  in- 
crcafe  my  lovc,flie  faid,and  that  in  kiffmg  me  and  lay- 
ing her  face  to  mine,  (not  imagining  the  black  would 
come  off)  fhe  had  thus  difcoloured  my  face,  and  would 
never  do  fo  again:  I  was  fo  far  from  being  Angry 
with  her,  that  I  could  not  forbear  laughing  heartily, 
which  renewed  the  like  in  my  friends;  however  I 
charged  her  never  to  make  herfelf  fairer  than  fhe 
was  again,  and  if  I  found  her  pride  extend  that  way, 
I  would  dcvell  her  and  reduce  her  to  the  Clout,  it 
being  all  the  clothes  the  vidians  wear,  an  infignifi- 
cant  fore  covering;  this  troubled  her  more  than  if 
I  fhould  have  galhcd  her  flcfh  and  fill'd  the  wound 
with  fait,  a  punifhmcnt  frequently  ufcd  among  them. 
Notwithftanding  the  ill  fuccefs  of  her  firfb  proje6l, 
yet  flic, was  rcfolv'd  to  profecute  her  love  but  which 
flic  loved  bcft,  Ihe  could  not  tell,  if  there  had  been 
an  half  dozen  more,  ihe  had  room  enough  in  her 
breafts  to  entertain  them,  and  had  affe6lion  to  have 
fcattered  plentifully  among  them  all. 
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Latroon's  Wife  profecutes  her  love,  the  manner  of  her 
extravagant  Horfe-conrtfliip,  inviting  them  to  a 
bowl  of  Punch,  fhe  forcd  them  to  the  Squeak,  is 
difcovered  in  her  amours  by  her  Husband  and  woidd 
have poyfoned  her  f elf  to  ejcape  his  anger.  Latroon 
brings  his  new  Comrades  itito  the  acquaintance  of 
the  Bannian,  zvhom  by  feafling  him  aboard  and 
afhore, they  make  their  friend  i7i  their  knavifJiDefign. 

MY  Wife  was  none  of  thofe  puling,  whining,  lo- 
vers, who  not  obtaining  their  defires,  pre- 
fently  exclaim  againft  the  injuftice  of  Heaven  in  not 
granting  their  wifhes,  and  growing  fullen  to  make 
amends  for  their  Blafphemy,  hang  themfelves,  or 
cut  their  own  throats.  She  had  a  certain  way  of 
Court-fhip  peculiar  to  herfelf,  and  a  kind  of  Horfe- 
play  in  her  kiffmg,  which  was  fo  ftrong  and  eager: 
that  you  muft  have  a  fpecial  care  fhe  did  not  beat 
fome  of  your  teeth  down  your  throat ;  her  embraces 
were  as  foft  as  a  Bears,  I  think  fully  as  ftrong,  fhe  hath 
made  me  fometimes  in  a  merry  humour,  cry  Oh :  and 
therefore  I  cannot  fee  how  thefe  ftriplings  will  efcape 
with  life  fhould  they  be  encirkled  in  her  arms. 

What  kind  of  Rhetorick  fhe  ufed  to  perfwade 
them  with,  I  am  not  yet  acquainted,  but  I  under- 
ftand  fhe  boarded  them  both  at  once  and  put  them 
to  the  fqueak,  without  uttering  a  word,  and  had  not 
they  fled  for  it,  flie  had  ranfacked  their  carcaffes  to 
have  tryed  their  Manhood,  this  made  them  ever 
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after  fhun  being  alone  with  her,  which  made  her  fo 
mad,  that  when  fhe  hath  feen  them  in  company,  if 
by  any  means  fhe  could  come  at  them,  fhe  would 
have  pinch'd  them  by  the  arms,  or  elfe  where,  her 
fingers  being  as  bad  as  a  pair  of  pincers.  She  was 
ignorant  of  the  way  of  winning  them  by  Prefents,  or 
the  fubtle  infmuation  of  fine  words,  varnifhed  with 
love  and  Service ;  fhe  was  downright  with  them,  if 
they  would  not  love  her,  fhe  would  fee  whether  fhe 
could  make  them ;  but  that  not  doing,  fhe  was  re- 
folv'd  to  try  whether  drunkennefs  would  operate 
any  thing  upon  them.  Whilfl  I  and  my  new  Affo- 
ciates  were  gone  abroad  to  haflen  our  purpofes  of 
marching  off"  together,  fhe  had  prcpar'd  a  Bowl  of 
Punch,  with  other  excellent  Liquors,  not  omitting 
fcveral  Difhes  of  Sweetmeats;  flie  ftrained  her  felf 
at  that  time  to  the  utmoft  to  exprcfs  her  civillity 
and  kindncfs,  drinking  often  to  them  till  at  laft  fhe 
perceiv'd  that  the  ftrcngth  of  thofe  feveral  Liquors 
they  drank  had  elevated  them;  then  did  fhe  in  as 
good  Englijli  as  fhe  was  Miftrefs  of,  tell  them  that 
file  lov'd  them,  and  they  mufl  love  her,  that  flie  had 
never  fecn  fuch  pretty  white  men  before,  with  that 
flie  caught  one  of  them  about  the  neck,  the  other 
fearing  tiiey  fliould  be  now  difcovered,  indcavored 
to  afTiH:  her  Comrade,  and  ftrugglcd  to  difcngage 
her  hands  from  about  her  neck,  but  fhe  being  too 
ftrong,  would  not  difengage  her  hold,  but  by  main 
flrength  brought  them  both  down  to  the  ground  to- 
gether witli  her ;  jult  as  my  bufincfs  calling  me  home, 
I  cntred  the  R(wni  wlicrcin  I  found  my  Spoufe  at 
Tantuin  Scantian  with  the  two  fuppofcd  young-men, 
tumbling  all  together  promifcuoufly:  I  knew  they 
could  not  if  they  would,  and  would  not  if  they  could 
make  rac  a  Cuckold,  therefore  I  had  no  caufe  to  be 
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angry  with  any,  but  my  Chriftian  Infidel,  and  yet 
I  had  but  little  reafon  to  be  fo  with  her,  confidering 
the  brutifhnefs  of  her  nature,  and  barbaroufnefs  of 
her  education :  however  fo  fenfible  fhe  was  of  the  in- 
jury fhe  defign'd  to  do  me,  that  taking  a  Dagger  out 
of  her  pocket,  which  fhe  mightily  delighted  to  carry 
always  about  her,  fhe  would  have  ftabb'd  her  felf, 
had  I  not  prevented  her,  by  forcing  it  out  of  her 
■hands.  I  faw  nothing  but  diflruftion  and  diftrac- 
tion  in  her  eyes,  and  therefore,  watcht  her  narrowly 
fhe  would  not  mifchief  her  felf,  or  any  elfe  ;  fhe 
feeing  that  feem'd  better  compos'd,  and  ftepping  afide 
drawing  a  fmall  Box  out  of  her  pocket,  which  fhe 
always  made  her  Vade  inccum,  and  was  fill'd  with 
the  rankeft  poyfon,  fhe  conveyed  fome  of  it  into  a 
Cup,  and  offer'd  to  drink  to  me,  which  flie  would 
have  done,  had  I  not  daflit  it  out  of  her  hand :  flie 
feeing  me  fo  careful  of  her  prefervation,  imagined  I 
.had  no  evil  will  againfb  her,  fhe  fell  upon  her  knees 
again,  and  begg'd  of  me  that  I  would  kill  her,  for 
fhe  deferv'd  it,  or  take  for  my  fatisfaclion  as  many 
wives  as  I  pleas'd  into  the  houfe,  and  flie  would 
not  be  offended  at  it  in  the  leaft ;  I  told  her  I  would 
have  no  morewives  than  fhe,  and  that  I  would  forgive 
her  this  time,  fo  fhe  would  never  do  the  like  again. 
She  now  trebled  her  diligence  at  home,  whilft  I 
exercifed  my  wit  abroad,  among  the  Bajinia/is  I  in- 
vited one  of  the  principal  of  them  home  to  a  treat,  a 
man  of  vaft  fway,  and  great  credit  in  the  Country; 
and  having  acquainted  my  new  Correfpondents,  or 
fellow  Confpirators  of  the  time  of  our  meeting,  I  or- 
dered them  to  appear  as  fplcndidly  as  they  could,  ac- 
cording to  the  Cuftome  of  the  Country;  and  to  be 
noble  in  their  cxpences,  all  which  they  performed  fo 
well,  that  they  gain'd  a  great  efteem  with  the  Ban- 
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nian\  Moreover  I  informed  him  privatly;  that  the 
Captain  (though  an  Interloper)  was  refolv'd  not  to  be 
behind  hand  in  the  lading  his  Ship  homeward,  with 
the  beft  Fa6lor  in  the  company,  having  Gold  enough 
for  that  purpofe,  and  that  thofe  young  men  that  ac- 
companied him  to  the  indies  ^cxq  the  fons  of  Englijh 
Lords,  that  had  brought  with  them   great  ftore  of 
Gold  to  fee  this  Country,  and  lay  it  out  in  the  Com- 
modities thereof:  he  hearkened  to  me  with  much  at- 
tention, and  having  always  had  a  very  good  oppinion 
for  me,  believ'd  what  I  faid  to  be  no  lefs  than  truth, 
and  therefore  dcfired  me  that  I  would  perfwadc  them 
that  he  might  negotiate  their  Affairs  for  them;  this 
was  the  thing  I  dcfired,  which  I  fhould  have  offcr'd 
him,  had  he  not  fo  happily  prevented  me  by  his  own 
voluntary'  motion,  and  to  encourage  his  willingnefs 
therein,  I  whifpered  the  Captain  in  the  ear  afide, 
informing  him  that  the  Bannian  was  fully  wrought 
upon,  and  that  now  he  had  not  need  to  fear  fraught  at 
half  credit,  as  I  fliall  mannage  the  matter,  I  defired 
him  to  invite  him  abroad  to  morrrow,  and  what  friends 
he  Ihould  think  to  bring  along  with  him,  which  ac- 
cordingly he  did ;  after  that  wc  had  been  fufficiently 
merr)' together  in  my  houfe,  and  though  he  was  fome- 
what  elderly,  yet  he  wasa  very  comely  old  man,  and 
had  wit  and  heat  enough  in  him  to  play  the  Good-fel- 
low: \Vc  had  fo  liberally  entertained  him  (and  had  fo 
fitted  every  thing  to  his  humour,  I  knowing  his  hu- 
mour to  a  hair)  that  on  his  going  away,  he  acknow- 
ledged  infinite  fitisfaclion  in  that  he  had  received, 
promifing  for  thefe  civilities  his  utmoft  Service  and 
Affiltance  ;   the  Captain  flopt  him  in  his  further  ac- 
knowledgments, by  affuring  him  they  were  nothing 
to  what  he   and  the  Company  intended   for  him, 
defiring    him    that    he    would     favour    them    with 
his    Company   abroad    the   next   day ;    the   Ban- 
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nian  gratefully  accepted  the  proffer,  for  he  was 
a  perfon  that  lov'd  dearly  his  belly,  and  therefore 
the  more  willing  and  ready  to  accept  our  Englijh 
treatment,  which  he  knew  was  no  niggardly  one ;  but 
had  he  known  what  a  ftale  purgation  he  fhould  have 
had  after  all  his  feafting,  he  would  have  fooner  fwal- 
lowed  a  Pagod,  than  one  fingle  morfel. 

About  noon  I  found  \}ci&Bajinian  at  his  own  houfe„ 
and  telling  him  that  he  was  expe6led  abroad,  he 
made  himfelf  ready  to  go  with  me,  in  our  way  thither 
we  met  with  fome  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  and 
fome  of  mine,  thofe  which  I  thought  would  further 
our  defign  I  fmgled  out,  and  took  them  along  with 
us.  The  Captain  had  made  ample  provifion  for 
us,  and  underftanding  from  me  that  the  Bamiian 
was  obliged  to  abftain  from  fome  fort  of  meat,  he 
had  to  be  fure  provided  none  thereof;  having  feafted 
with  all  the  jollity  imaginable,  firing  feveral  pieces  of 
Ordinance  according  to  Command;  now  Sir,  faid 
the  Captain,  that  you  might  know  we  come  not  into 
your  company  empty-handed,  or  that  we  will  take 
up  any  of  your  Goods  and  Commodities  without 
paying  you  for  them  according  to  contract,  I  will 
fhew  you  fomething  which  fhall  be  a  Secret  to  every 
body  elfe,  fo  unlocking  a  Chefb,  he  fhew'd  them  a 
great  quantity  of  his  own  Gold,  and  his  Underta- 
kers; if  this  be  not  enough,  fee  there  of  this  friend 
of  mine  fifteen  hundred  pieces,  and  of  that  mans 
there,  five  hundred,  with  a  thoufand  more  if  occa- 
fion  fhould  ferve. 

This  made  the  Bannian  and  his  friends  admire  to 
fee  fo  great  a  quantity  of  Gold,  however  he  feem'd  to 
take  but  little  notice,  only  faying,  you  have  a  great 
deal  of  money,  Sir,  and  we  have  a  great  deal  of  va- 
luable Commodities,  which  you  fliall  not  want,  but 
truft  them  to  my  procurement  for  }'0u,  and  you  fhall 
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not  fail  in  your  expe6lation ;  he  fpake  Etiglijh  good 
enough  to  let  us  underftand,  that  he  would  be  our 
Servant  to  do  our  bufinefs,  and  the  Merchant  too,  to 
credit  us  if  we  fo  pleas'd.  What  Goods  we  took  of 
him  at  firft  we  paid  him  ready  money  before  de- 
livered, and  by  degrees  caus'd  him  to  fend  fome 
abroad,  and  paid  him  three  or  four  days  after:  And 
to  the  intent  wc  might  not  be  in  the  leaft  fufpe6led 
for  any  knavery,  I  advifed  the  Scrivener,  Drugfter, 
and  Gregory  (their  Hanger-on)  to  give  out  they  in- 
tended to  flay  in  the  Country  fome  confiderable  while, 
that  what  goods  they  bought,  they  would  fend  for 
England,  when  the  Captain  fhould  return  thither, 
and  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  report,  they  built 
them  an  houfe,  befitting  the  entertainment  of  them, 
and  the  fccuring  what  Goods  they  fhould  procure  by 
way  of  Merchandize,  fervants  I  procur'd  them,  fuch 
as  I  thought  would  be  for  their  turn,  both  Male  and 
Female,  but  if  they  intended  to  have  their  Victuals 
well  drcft,  they  muft  not  cxpc6l  the  Cookery  from 
them ;  however  they  refolv'd  to  try  the  ability  of  their 
new  fervants,  who  handled  the  matter  fo  fcurvily, 
that  when  it  was  brought  to  Table,  there  was  not 
one,  but  was  of  a  different  oppinion  in  giving  a  name 
for  what  was  brought  before  them,  not  knowing 
whether  it  was  boil'd,  bak'd,  broyl'd,  or  roafted;  for 
the  looks  thereof  fcem'd  to  have  a  touch  of  them  all; 
fo  that  it  was  concluded  by  all  that  the  Proverb  was 
never  better  verifi'd  than  now;  God  fends  meat,  and 
the  Devil  fends  Cooks;  and  fo  any  Stranger  would 
have  taken  them,  they  being  of  his  own  fmoaky 
complexion.  Wherefore  to  avoid  thefe  foul  inconve- 
niences of  fluttilh  feeding,  it  was  agreed  on,  that 
Mall  (alias  IVilliani)  Doll  (alias  George)  notwith- 
ftandingtheir Breeches,  fhould  officiateas Cooks,  their 
friends  Ihouldbecaterers,and  their  menials  Skullions. 
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Latroon  iii  order  to  his  returning  to  Europe  gets  a 
great  deal  of  Goods,  mojl  on  credit;  Jie  fufpctts  his 
wife  of  fome  villanous  Defign,  dif covers  her  wicked 
inclination,  and  hints  at  the  eoninion  caufe  of  Cuc- 
koldry.  She  under  pretence  of  loving  vifit  pay fo7i\i 
one  of  the  fuppofed youngmen,  and  had  like  to  have 
difpatcht  the  other,  and  afteriuards  kills  her  felf: 
her  Affiflant  in  this  Mnrtlier  ivas  found  not  far 
diflant  from  Bantam  torn  to  pieces  by  wild  Beafls, 
tJtrec  days  after  the  Facl. 

IN  this  Equipage  our  friends  were  in,  whilfl  the 
Captain,  and  my  felf  were  daily  bringing  in  Grift 
to  the  Mill;  the  Bannian  according  to  his  promife, 
with  fpeedy  fedulityprocur'd  us  what  everwe  defired, 
and  to  encourage  his  Induftry  had  daily  (almoft) 
encouragements  for  his  quick  difpatch.  Our  bufmefs 
now  ran  on  wheels,  neither  did  the  pleafures  of  our 
new  Houfkeepers  flacken  in  their  carreer,  they  had 
every  thing  which  the  Country  afforded,  and  more, 
for  they  had  two  fuch  matchlefs  European  girls,  which 
all  India  could  not  parallel,  whofe  lufter  was  the 
brighter  by  reafon  of  thofe  dark  and  dufl^y  foils 
which  were  always  near  them. 

But  damn'd  be  that  curfed  inftrument  that  totally 
eclipft  the  light  of  thofe  two  IVandringflars,  which 
muft  ne'er  fliine  more  in  our  Hemifphcre.  Who 
would  have  thought  a  wife,  after  fo  much  penitence 
and  fubmiffion  (being  obfequious  beyond  imitation) 
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fhould  renew  her  revenge,  and  profecute  it  to  death. 
It  is  true,  fhe  found  me  remifs  in  the  cooHng  of  her 
amorous  Heats,  but  that  from  the  firft  I  ufed  her  to, 
that  flie  might  not  expe6l  it  when  it  came,  as  a  duty, 
but  a  courtefie,  or  a  very  fignal  favour,  by  reafon 
hereof  fhe  was  void  of  frequent  expe6lation ;  had 
fhe  been  as  white,  and  as  lovely  fair  as  any  of  my 
own  Country-women,  I  would  have  ferv'd  her  in 
the  like  manner;  if  I  intended  to  make  my  wife  ab- 
folutely  my  own.  I"or  in  my  time  I  have  obferv'd 
at  leaf!  an  hundred  Examples  of  this  nature;  Wo- 
men, whom  I  am  confident  might  have  ran  the  Race 
of  their  lives  in  the  way  of  modefty  and  honcfty,  had 
they  not  been  chafed  or  over  heated  at  firft  by  the 
oftentatious  humour  of  their  hot  brained  Bride- 
groome,  ftriving  to  out-do  himfelf,  that  he  might 
purchafe  the  efteem  of  being  a  lufty  man  excelling 
others  in  ftrength  and  vigour;  but  when  the  wife 
fliallfindethe  fatisfa6tionof  her  defires  dif-continued, 
flie  will  be  apt  to  think  her  husband  was  too  prodi- 
gal at  firft,  and  fo  became  Natures  Sjiend-thrift,  and 
now  thinks  of  no  other  thing  than  how  flie  fliallbe 
fupplyed  by  others.  Others  again  are  like  fome 
childifli  appetites,  who  feeding  on  fome  excellent 
Difli,  tliey  never  tafted  of  before,  and  being  exceed- 
ing pleafant,  eat  beyond  meafure,  thinkingthenifeh'es 
never  to  be  fatisfied,  fo  getting  a  furfeit,  ever  after 
loath  what  they  lov'd,  the  very  fight  thereof  will 
even  naufeate  their  lb)machs.  I  fa}'  by  ftinting  my 
wife  after  this  manner,  Hie  could  not  fufpecl  that  by 
rambling  abroad,  I  ilifappoinled  her  expectations  at 
home,  fince  ciidom  made  her  believe  me  indiffe- 
rently honeft.  Hut  her  revenge  was  grounded  on  the 
]5afis  of  equity,  for  fince  flie  was  fo  far  from  being 
jealous,  that  flie  allowed  me  to  make  ufe  of  otiier.s, 

T 
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fhe  judged  I  could  not  in  reafon  dis-allow  her  the 
enjoyment  of  one  or  fo,  efpecially  of  my  own  com- 
plexion. 

The  removal  of  thefe  two  young  men  (as  fhe  fup- 
pofed,  and  in  that  belief  courted  them  to  her  embra- 
ces) Ihe  verily  believ'd  was  occafion'd  by  me,  and  de- 
fign'd  that  fhe  might  have  no  converfe  with  them. 
Whilft  they  were  in  fight  of  her,  fhe  pleas'd  her  felf 
in  viewing  them,  but  being  depriv'd  of  that  hourly 
happinefs,  fhe  had  not  fo  much  prudence  as  to  con- 
ceal the  refentment  of  her  lofs,  and  the  injury  was 
done  her  by  me,  but  exprefl  (in  her  manner)  to  my 
very  face  things  that  carried  with  them  fufpitions 
of  a  dangerous  confequence. 

For  the  prevention  thereof,  I  feemingly  fhow'd 
much  kindnefs  unto  her,  giving  her  a  many  good 
words,  &  granting  her  with  all  leave  to  vifit  thofe 
two  young-men,  with  this  provifo,  flie  would  not 
wrong  me,  and  all  this  was  to  pacifie  for  the  prefent, 
till  I  was  ready  to  go  from  the  implacablenefs  of 
of  her  revengful  fpirit,  which  is  an  Inmate  properly 
not  onely  in  her,  but  in  all  the  Indians  her  Countrey 
people.  She  feem'd  hereat  to  be  very  well  fatisfied, 
but  fo  impatient  fhe  was  to  have  a  review  of  them, 
that  (he  went  from  me  immediately  to  them,  at  the 
fight  of  them  fhe  reprefented  her  joy  in  fo  many 
antick  fhapes,  and  formes,  that  all  which  were  pre- 
fent burfl  out  into  a  great  fit  of  laughter,  which  flie 
conftrued  in  favour  of  her  felf,  fuppofing  from  hence, 
they  were  over-joy'd  to  fee  her ;  and  what  made 
her  believe  it  the  more,  was  their  welcoming  her  to 
their  new  houfe,  in  the  beft  manner  they  could, 
drinking  to  her  fo  often  (in  the  beft  liquors  they 
had)  till  fhe  was  half  Sea-over;  the  heat  of  the 
Perfian-Wvsx^  fhe  drank,  gave  fire  to  the  old  train, 
which  fhould  kindle  the  Magazine  of  Love,  which 
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lay  covert  in  the  Cole-pit  of  her  helHfh  luft ;  and 
now  breaking  like  a  Hand-granado,  the  pieces  of 
the  fhell  could  not  fly  fafter  than  her  arms  did  about 
their  necks,  there  was  no  warding  them,  fo  that  they 
were  forc'd  to  fubmit  to  the  cruelty  of  her  over- 
powerful  afife6lion.  But  when  flie  infifted  upon  the 
complement  thereof,  they  bade  her  then  defift,  for 
they  were  refolv'd  never  to  wrong  her  Husband  in 
that  nature,  and  threatned  her,  that  if  (he  would 
not  be  civil,  they  would  acquaint  him  therewith. 
Hearing  them  menace  her  after  that  fafliion,  fhe 
retreated  and  fate  down  at  a  diftance,  and  feem'd 
fomewiiat  penfive,  but  having  fpokc  fome  few  words 
to  a  Black  that  paft  by  her  in  the  Indian  tongue 
(which  I  would  have  undcrftood  had  I  been  by)  to 
which  there  was  a  fudden  reply;  fhe  feem'd  to  throw 
off  her  melancholly  and  re-affume  her  jolly  attempt, 
telling  them  that  the  next  day  flie  would  come 
again,  if  they  would  make  as  much  of  her  as  they 
had  done  then;  they  told  her  they  would. 

I  vifiting  them  that  evening,  they  acquainted  me 
how  welcome  they  had  made  my  wife  for  my  fake, 
how  ihc  had  renew'd  her  love,  and  how  prepofter- 
oufly  Ihe  had  manag'd  it;  in  recital  thereof  we  had 
good  fport  over  a  Bowl  of  Punch:  to  avoid  the  dan- 
gers of  going  home  late  I  bade  them  goodnight.  In 
the  morning  early  coming  down  I  found  one  of  their 
female  Slaves  clofe  in  difcourfe  with  my  wife,  who 
feeing  me  vaniilicd;  I  fufpecling  nothing,  went  to 
the  Bainiian  about  my  bufinefs,  and  that  day  we  had 
fo  much  bufinefs  to  do,  that  it  was  near  night,  before 
I  could  vifit  our  friends,  to  acquaint  them  what  pro- 
grcfs  I  had  made  therein, and  howncaritwas  brought 
to  confunimation.  Ikit  I  had  no  fooner  cntred 
the  doors,   but   my  cars  were  entcrtain'd  with   the 
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doleful  groans  of  my  two  difguifed  Amazons,  who  lay 
upon  a  Matt  on  the  ground,  foaming  at  mouth  with 
the  Scrivener  &  Drugfter,  &  Gregory  attending  them, 
offering  their  utmofb  affiftance,  which  was  to  little 
purpofe,  fmce  they  were  ignorant  of  what  they  ail'd ; 
as  foon  as  I  faw  them,  I  knew  they  were  poyfon'd, 
having  feen  feveral  in  the  like  condition  (a  common 
pra6lice  among  them  upon  the  leaft  fufpition  of  an 
injury  defign'd,  or  an  offence  already  receiv'd)  but 
knew  not  what  remedy  to  apply,  and  whilft  I  was  in 
confultation  with  myfelf  what  was  beft.to  do,  I  faw 
Malls  teeth  drop  out  of  her  head,  and  Gregory  going 
to  raife  her  head,  the  fkin  and  hair  with  it  came  off 
in  his  hands  like  a  Perriwig,  fo  did  tlie  hair  of  the 
other;  fo  ftrong  was  the  poyfon  adminiftred,  that 
Mall  died  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  after  the  recep- 
tion thereof;  but  Dorothy  efcaped  ever  to  a  miracle. 
This  fad  accident  had  like  to  have  converted  the 
houfe  into  a  Bedlam,  for  the  three  young  men  which 
had  attended  them  in  this  difafter,  were  fo  ftrongly 
diflracled  at  the  fight  of  what  had  happened,  that  I 
thought  the  Devil  had  juft  then  by  a  reentry  took 
poffeffion  of  them,  or  that  they  had  taken  the  fame 
potion  of  Poyfon,  which  was  very  near  as  bad ;  be- 
lieving it  would  work  as  fubtlely  and  as  nimbly  on 
them  as  it  had  already  done,  {Pruicipiis  objla)  I  ran 
with  might  and  main  for  fomeSallad-oyl,a  Jarr  where 
of  I  brought  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  Drink,  drink, 
faid  I,  to  them  all,  quickly,  quickly,  one  after  the 
other,  as  faft  as  you  can,  which  they  did,  not  knowing 
any  reafon  therefore,  but  that  I  commanded  them ; 
having  even  gorg'd  themfelves  with  it,  and  being  not 
able  to  drink  anymore,  I  poured  it  down  their  throats 
till  I  had  almoft  choak'd  them,  or  rather  drowned 
them  therein,  they  cried  out  to  mc,  for  the  love  of 
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God  to  forbear,  or  I  (hould  kill  them,  judging  me  to 
be  mad  indeed :  as  they  were  evacuating  what  they 
had  too  plentifully  received,  the  Captain  whom  I 
had  left  with  the  Bannian  to  follow  after  me,  came 
in,  who  asking  me  what  was  the  matter?  I  told  him 
particularly.  He  could  not  but  fhew  fomcthing  of 
touble,  but  having  been  acquainted  with  all  forts  of 
loffes  and  miferics  from  his  Cradle  in  a  manner  by 
traverfing  to  and  fro  the  Univerfe,  he  bore  this  with 
a  patience  agreeable  to  his  courage  and  Man-hood, 
and  now  our  friends  having  difembogu'd  the  Oyl 
that  was  within  them,  fhew'd  all  the  appearances  of 
perfect  health;  now  feeing  them  in  a  condition 
to  return  an  anfwer  to  what  queftions  I  fliould  pro- 
pound to  them,  I  ask'd  what  ftrangers  they  had  en- 
tertained at  home  to  day?  they  rcply'd,  None;  but, 
faid  Gregory,  let  us  firfl  fee  whether  a  certain  flie- 
devil  of  ours  be  within,  and  then  I  fliall  tell  you 
what  I  have  obferved ;  upon  this  we  fearch'd  for  her, 
but  could  not  find  her,  it  feems  the  fame  Black  I 
found  in  the  morning  dircourfmg  with  my  wife,  when 
having  done  this  execrable  murder,  by  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  my  other  devil  at  home,  was  fled,  as  more 
plainly  by  and  by  will  appear.  Said  Grigory,  not 
full  an  hour  fince;  whilft  wo  were  at  the  farther  end 
of  the  houfe  bufied  about  our  wares,  Miftrefs  Mary, 
and  Miltrefs  Dorothy,  commanded  fome  wine  to  be 
brought  them,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  this 
female  we  now  mifs,  and  brought  in  a  niidling  Co- 
coa-nut bowl;  they  were  juft  drinking  the  third 
time  round,  as  we  came  in,  nay,  iu)w  faid  Mall,  my 
little  merry  Grigg,  iiere's  to  the  Miltrefs  of  thy 
affections,  fpeaking  to  me,  and  drinking  heartily,  I 
looking  into  the  J5o\\i  to  fee  how  much  was  left, 
this  J3lack  datht  the  ]3o\\l  out  of  my  hand,  and  be- 
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caufe  there  was  but  little  in  it,  I  judged  it  onely  to 
be  an  effe6l  of  her  rude  petulancy,  and  fo  did  the 
reft,  taking  no  further  notice.  Prefently  our  two 
friends  grew  extraordinary  ill,  and  though  we  were 
three  to  two  yet  they  would  have  found  work  for  as 
many  more  had  not  death  thus  bound  one  of  them 
hand  and  foot,  and  the  other  feemingly  dead  for  the 
prefent :  I  will  lay  my  life,  faid  I,  I  know  where  there 
is  another  of  the  Confpirators,  fo  taking  the  Captain 
with  me  only,  we  made  all  the  haft  we  could  to  my 
own  houfe,  and  found  by  the  extraordinary  number 
of  people  therein,  that  fomething  more  than  ordi- 
nary was  the  matter,  and  fo  there  was,  for  my  wife 
with  her  beloved  Dagger,  had  with  one  home  ftabb 
made  a  hole  through  her  heart,  Avide  enough  for  hali 
a  fcore  lives  to  go  out  a  breft  without  joftling  one 
the  other. 

I  was  not  troubled  to  fee  her  thus  weltring  in  her 
own  blood,  but  that  fhe  had  not  liv'd  to  be  punifh'd 
luitable  to  the  crime  fhe  committed,  if  any  punifh- 
ment  could  be  invented.  The  Prefident  of  Bantam 
hearing  of  this  horrid  Murder,  fent  for  me,  to  whom 
I  gave  an  ample  relation  as  I  could  by  information, 
or  otherwife,  who  feemed  very  much  concerned,  and 
immediately  difpatcht  feveral  in  the  fearch  of  the 
Coadjutrix  to  the  Murdercfs,  about  three  days  after- 
wards they  found  (fome  ten  miles  diftant  from  Ban- 
tani)  a  female  Carkcafs,  turn  all  to  pieces,  the  limbs 
thereof  were  gnawed  in  that  manner,  that  there  was 
little  flefh  upon  the  bones,  onely  the  head  was  un- 
touch'd,  and  fome  of  the  company  that  had  feen 
her  before,  would  have  fworn  it  was  the  fame,  and 
therefore  it  was  agreed  upon  to  carry  it  to  the  Pre- 
fident, which  they  did,  and  prefently  ordcr'd  to  be 
faftned  on  a  long  Pole,  for  a  future  terror  to  fuch 
like  Malefactors,  cfpecially  the  Natives. 
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CHAP.    XXIII. 


Latroon  and  his  Comrades  about  to  leave  Bantam  and 
go  to  Surrat,  having  done  lading  tlicir  VcJjcl.JJiew 
Jome  tricks  to  prevent  fiijpition  of  marching  oj^^ 
He  fets  fail  from  thence  and  meets  zvith  an 
Enemy,  an  account  of  a  moft  defperate  and  horri- 
ble fght  zvith  him.  He  gives  you  an  cxaft  ac- 
count or  journal  of  that  Voyage  from  Bantam  to 
Surrat. 


HAving  buried  our  dead,  we  refolv'd  upon  a 
General  Counfel,  to  fee  what  we  liad  done, 
and  what  we  had  left  undone.  We  found  that  half 
our  ready  money  was  disburft,  and  that  we  had 
above  half  as  much  goods  upon  Credit,  as  our  whole 
fum  amounted  to,  and  now  refolving  to  make  a  final 
and  fpeedydifpatch  of  all,  I  got  all  my  Eftate  aboard 
not  leaving  any  thing  valuable  behind  me,  except- 
ing only  what  was  in  the  houfe  for  the  acconmio- 
dation  of  my  Guefts,  having  an  happy  opportunity 
of  conveying  my  own  Goods  with  the  Captains,  and 
others  that  were  concern'd  with  us  the  Scrivener,  and 
the  reft  did  the  like. 

That  very  day  that  we  intended  to  fet  fayl,  we 
were  all  merry  at  my  houfe  with  the  Bannian,  and 
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promifing  that  the  next  day  we  would  pay  him  what 
was  in  arrears,  and  alfo  lay  out  five  hundred  peices 
more  ready  money;  he  feem'd  highly  pleas'd,  leaving 
him,  we  fliew'd  our  felves  through  the  whole  Fa6lory 
with  much  Gallantry.  The  reafon  that  we  did  not 
take  in  our  whole  loading  in  this  Port,  was  the  great 
number  of  DiitcJi  Veffels  which  lately  came  into  the 
road,  and  more  daily  expe6led,  which  we  knew  would 
not  only  obftru6l  our  Credit,  but  raife  the  Commodi- 
ties of  that  place.  We  were  fain  to  fcuffle  hard  among 
our  Country-men  for  what  we  had  already,  there  be- 
ing at  that  time  at  Anchor  in  the  harbour  feveralfhips. 
And  having  ready  money  pretty  ftore  we  refolved  to 
take  in  the  refb  at  Surrat,  which  place  would  fecure 
us  well  enough,  and  what  we  had  deceitfully  got. 
Having  fpent  moft  part  of  the  day  in  fliewing  our 
felves  in  the  Town,  about  Three  of  the  Clock  in  the 
afternoon,  it  being  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  we 
got  aboard,  as  if  we  intended  to  feafh  it,  for  there 
was  none  of  the  whole  Factory,  or  our  BcDuiian  ef- 
pecially  would  think  us  fo  indifcreet  to  fet  fayl  with 
half  our  fraught,  that  was  my  policy,  and  being  un- 
fufpe6ted  upon  that  account  we  might  with  the 
greater  facility  and  fecurity  march  off.  Getting  all 
our  Anchors  aboard  in  a  trice,  we  looft  our  Sayls 
away  we  fteer'd  between  the  Main  and  Paulo  pan 
jan,  all  the  next  day  till  fix  in  the  Evening,  being 
then  athwart  the  S outh-f alt-hill,  we  fteered  SontJi- 
lucjl  and  by  ■zcr/?,  and  zvejl  and  hy  font Ji,  but  from 
that  hill  we  fteer'd  ivc/l  foiitJi  zocjl,  having  the  wind 
for  the  moft  part  at  Eaft  foiitJi  cafl  with  much  rain, 
which  afflicted  me  grievoufly,  for  my  fears  of  fome 
purfuing  us  would  not  let  me  quit  the  Decks  till  I 
thought  we  were  out  of  all  danger  in  being  followed. 
The  fixteenth  of  this  moneth  at  noon  we  efpy'd  Hip- 
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phis  Ifland  Eajlward  ten  leagues  off,  having  fteer'd 
all  night  Wejlfoiith  weji.  Latitude  about  6  Degrees 
38  and  Longitude  from  SoutJi-falt-Jiil  6  Degrees  44 
IVe/?,  the  wind  at  /on t/i-ea/I  with  the  help  of  a  Cur- 
rant for  twenty  four  hours,  from  the  fixteenth  to 
the  twenty  ninth  of  this  month,  we  had  the  winds 
between  the  fout/i-ca^,  and  cajl  north  cajl,  with  moft 
intolerable  rains  at  Noon,  being  in  latitude  1 1  de- 
grees 59  foiith,  and  longitude  20  Degrees  35  WcJi, 
the  variation  about  12  Degrees  35  Wcjlcrly;  we 
failed  this  month  on  feveral  Courfes,  four  hundred 
ninty  fix  miles. 

yV\?i.xQ.{i,  Dorothy  being  indifferently  well  recovered 
though  a  bad  fpeclacle  to  look  on  by  reafon  of  the 
skin  of  her  body  all  coming  off  with  her  nails,  fuch 
was  the  malignity  of  the  Venome ;  I  fay,  fpcaking  as 
well  as  fhc  could,  defired  mc  to  write  fome  lines  on 
her  dearly  beloved  dead  Comrade,  knowing  that  my 
fancy  did  ever  incline  to  nieafurc  lines,  and  fo  to 
pleafe  my  fclf,  more  than  to  give  her  fatisfa6lion,  I 
compofcd  thefc  Vcrfcs. 

On  the  death  of  his  Indian  wife,  and  his  old 
Wench. 

Start  not  my  Mufe,  i^'Jiat  Paradox  is  this, 
That  the  fame  caufc  zvorks  both  my  Woe  and  Blifsf 
Here  lies  my  blifs,  a  more  than  bri/tijh  IVife, 
By  her  own  liiitelirin!^  hands  bereft  of  life. 
My  Woe  lies  here,  Jiiy  murder  d  Joy,  Alas  ! 
What  Wicked  hand  durjl  bring  this  111  to pafs? 
Hells  confiftoryy^/A-  loithin  that  brefl, 
WJneh  flit  my  Lo\'c  to  her  Eternal  refl. 
H010  liappy  had  I  been,  had  the  Bleft  Powers, 
Enlarv\l  her  Minutes,  and  have  made  them  Hours. 
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Ttirfid  thefe  Jhort  hours  into  long  days,  that  I 
Might  dread  Deaths  approach,  when  JJie  Jhotdd  dye. 
But  Jlie  is  gone  pajl  all  recal;  and  we 
Can  only  weep  and  Jigh  her  Elegie. 
Tliough  we  don't  niour7iJJie  can  no  Mourners  lack, 
Each  Nature  is  at  her  fad  death  in  Black, 
Methinks  they  re  hoarfe  with  crying,  and  their  votes 
{Being  fad,  and  doleftd)  do  befit  their  Coats. 
The  Clouds  dropt  tears;  the  Ayry-Quire  {which flies 
Over  our  Jieads)  do  fing  her  Obfequies. 
Sfiall  we  be  dumb,  whilfl  Birds  do  ufe  tJieir  Art? 
No  let's  in  Sorrow  bear  with  them  a  part, 
When  that  y've  done  for  Mall,  bereft  of  life, 
Refoyce  with  7ne,  dead,  deads  my  wicked  Wife. 

Auguft  the  ninth,  fteering  NortJierly  forty  two 
Leagues,  we  found  per  obfervationem  the  Ship  to  run 
but  thirty  feven  Leagues,  which  is  five  Leagues  lefs 
by  reafon  of  the  Current  which  fets  us  the  South- 
wards Latitude  at  6  Degrees  24  Longitude  36  De- 
grees 58  Wefl  from  the  SaltJnl.  This  afternoon  we 
were  in  the  Latitude  of  the  CJiangus,  to  the  Weft- 
wards  of  them,  not  feeing  any  fign  of  danger,  the 
variation  is  good  help  if  heedfully  obferv'd,  finding 
about  22  Degrees  when  you  are  in  7  or  8  Degrees 
of  Southerly  Latitude,  a  Northerly  coufe  will  go  clear 
of  all  danger.  The  twelfth  of  this  moneth  we  croft 
^Equator,  fteering  North,  North  eaft,  Latitude  10  De- 
grees, Seconds  85  Digits  Southerly  Longitude  t^G  De- 
grees 5 1  digits  Weft,  the  wind  at  South  and  by  Weft, 
the  variation  19  Degrees,  Seconds  35  Digits  Wft, 

The  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft  we  lay  a  try  with 
main  courfe,  and  mizen  our  Drift  North  9  Leagues, 
the  wind  at  SoutJi  weft,  a  frefh  Gale.  One  of  our  men 
taking  our  main  Top-fail,  cryed  out  a  Sail,  a  Sail.  In 
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a  quarter  of  an  hour  by  the  help  of  my  Profpe6live, 
I  could  difcern  her  to  be  an  Enemy  of  confiderable 
force,  about  fome  forty  four  pieces  of  Ordinance. 
She  made  towards  us  with  all  the  fpeed  fhe  could, 
and  we  to  fhorted  our  way,  bore  up  to  her  with  all 
the  Sail  we  could  make,  fo  that  we  fetch't  up  one  the 
other  quickly  although  we  had  but  thirty  fix  Guns, 
eight  lefs  than  flie  carry'd,  and  having  fewer  men 
withal  we  feared  her  not,  but  ran  up  board  and  board 
with  her  before  we  fir'd  a  Gun,  and  then  we  poured 
in  a  whole  broad-fide  into  her,  whilft  we  pcpper'd 
them  above  with  whole  Vollies  of  fmall  fhot :  they  re- 
turned us  the  like  kindnefs,  which  kill'd  us  four  out- 
right bcfides  what  were  wounded.  Our  Captain  be- 
hav'd  himfelf  very  manfully,  and  fo  bcftirr'd  himfelf 
in  the  fight,  fhewing  fo  clear  a  courage  as  would  have 
animated  a  very  Coward  to  fight,  as  for  my  own  part 
the  meer  obfervation  of  his  magnanimous  behaviour, 
infus'd  into  me  more  valour  than  I  thought  my  felf 
capable  to  contain,  or  able  to  make  ufe  of:  my  Land- 
water  Soldiers,  the  Scrivener  and  his  two  Compani- 
ons, by  the  Captains  example,  and  my  encouraging, 
look'd  Death  as  boldly,  and  as  daringly  in  the  face,  as 
if  they  had  intended  to  look  him  out  of  countenance, 
though  at  firft  no  Ihot,  cither  great  or  fmall  went 
whirling  by  them  but  what  made  them  dap  their 
heads,  as  if  that  would  fecure  them ;  that  Bullet  which 
injures  man  never  tattles  in  his  car  the  enfuing  dan- 
ger; that  Bullet  that  whiflles  in  the  Air,  proclanies 
yourcrown  as  fafe  from  cracking,  as  is  the  Goofc  after 
fhe  hath  paft  through  the  Barn  door  ftooping  left  her 
lofty  head  fhould  knock  the  top  thereof 

There  was  not  any  in  the  Ship  exempted  from  Ser- 
vice, every  man  as  he  was  Quartered  not  budging, 
but  doing  the  utmoft  he  could  to  offend  his  Enemy; 


284  The  Engli/Ji  Rogue ;  And  Part  3, 

a  brave  young  ftout  fellow  (whom  I  fhall  never  for- 
get) ftanding  by  me  and  my  Bantam  Comrades)  a 
fhot  came  and  took  away  his  legg  with  that. fury, 
that  it  rebounded  from  the  fide;  falling,  he  feemed 
not  a  wit  daunted,  but  called  out  aloud,  Courage  Cap- 
tain, I  warrant  you  Viftory,  if  you  will  but  fend  down 
this  Foot  and  Legg  of  mine  to  the  Gunner,  and  let 
him  fend  it  to  them  inftead  of  fhot,  and  I  fhall  laugh 
to  fee  here,  how  it  will  kick  the  Arfes  of  thofe  info- 
lent  Rogues ;  Gregory  ftanding  by  and  feeing  what 
had  paft,  though  fomething  fcar'd,  yet  would  not  dif- 
cover  any  fright,  and  to  hide  it  the  better,  com- 
mended the  brave  refolutionof  the  man,  and  as  he  was 
laughing  at  the  odnefs  of  his  conceit  (poor  Fellow) 
a  fhot  came  and  took  away  one  fide  of  his  face,  fo 
dyed  immediately,  now  it  may  be  faid,  Jie  could  laugh 
at  him  but  with  half  amo2ith.  This  laft  unhappy  Bout 
fo  feared  the  little  valor  which  was  in  the  Scrivener, 
that  he  inftantly  quitted  his  flation,  and  diforder'd 
more  men  in  his  way  to  his  fuppofed  fafety,the  Hold, 
than  twenty  Troopers  could  have  done  in  the  midft 
of  a  Foot-company,  a  little  afterwards  the  Drugfter 
attempted  to  do  the  like,  fome  of  the  men  in  the 
wafte,  feeing  him  upon  his  flight  (jufb  as  I  was  mov- 
ing on  the  fame  defign)  cried  out,  knock  him  down, 
knock  down  that  cowardly  fellow  with  a  handfpike, 
thinking  they  had  meant  me,  being  on  the  motion, 
I  endeavour'd  to  prove  the  contrary  by  giving  him 
a  fore  pelt  over  the  noddle  with  my  Mufquet  which 
laid  him  a  fleep  on  the  Deck  ;  was  highly  commended 
by  our  Captain  for  fo  doing,  telling  me  that  two  fuch 
fellovv's  among  a  thoufand  men,  nay  an  Army  of  ten 
times  the  number,  might  by  their  fear  occafion  their 
total  overthrow. 

The  Drugfter  recovering  got  to    his    Quarters, 
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and  thought  it  better  to  dye  fighting  than  to  be  kill'd 
for  being  afraid  to  dye,  to  work  he  went  with  a  Blun- 
derbufs,  and  fired  it  fo  often  that  he  durfl;  not  charge 
it  again  till  it  was  cooler,  my  Mufquet  was  in  the  like 
condition.  By  this  time  the  Enemy  began  to  ftand  a- 
way  from  us,  but  we  were  refolv'd  to  keep  her  com- 
pany, and  make  her  pay  for  the  trouble  and  cofl  fhe 
had  put  us  to.  We  perceiv'd  fhe  had  much  a  doe  to 
keep  hcrfclf  above  water,  fo  that  we  were  not  long 
before  we  came  to  bear  again  upon  her,  which  we  did 
fo  cfficacioufly,  that  by  a  lucky  fhot  penetrating  her 
powder  room  flie  blew  up,  we  being  fo  near  her,  I  ve- 
rilythought  Hie  would  have  blown  us  into  the  airtoo, 
as  (he  did  her  own  men,  part  of  which  fell  down  into 
our  Ship,  as  if  you  would  have  fcatter'd  faggot  fticks 
off  a  houfc  top :  we  had  not  above  fix  men  in  all 
kill'd,  and  about  nine  wounded,  none  mortally,  which 
were  immediately  committed  into  the  hands  of  an 
excellent  Chirurgion  we  liad  aboard,  who  took  fuch 
a  fpecial  care  of  tliem  that  before  we  came  to  Surrat, 
they  were  all  perfectly  cured. 

Our  Ihip  recciv'd  fome  dammage  wliich  was  rec- 
tifyed  by  our  Carpenters  as  well  as  they  could  for 
tiie  prcfent,  and  fail'd  forward  in  our  vo}'age.  The 
next  day  we  were  forc'd  to  lye  a  Try  again,  which 
we  did  the  thirtieth  day,  the  wind  at  South-weft 
allowing  eacii  days  drift.  The  one  and  thirtieth  we 
fhortnetl  fail  all  but  our  Sprit-fail,  top-fail  bccaufe 
of  falling  too  foon  with  the  Coall  of  India.  This 
month  we  ran  eight  hundred  hl'ty  two  Leagues  on 
fyveral  Courfes. 

From  the  firll  to  the  fourth  of  September,  we  ftood 
away  only  with  a  fprit-fail  top-fail  the  courfc  and  di- 
flances.  ctt.,  obferved  having  a  fair  wind  Wellerly, 
but  the  next  we  lleer'd  Eall  and  b\-  North,  with 
Sprit-fail  and  fore-topfail,     I'he  fifth  from  twelve  to 
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fix  {per  Compafs)  Eafl  five  Leagues,  having  at  four 
of  the  Clock  had  ground  fixty  four  fathome  Oazy 
fand,  then  fet  more  fail  and  flood  in  North,  North- 
wejl  till  fix  in  the  morning,  our  depth  in  running  the 
Courfe  of  feven  Leagueswas  fifty  five,  fixty  and  fixty- 
four  Fathome  inLatitude,about  2oDegrees,  Seconds 
42  and  Longitude  30 Degrees.  Seconds,  3  Digits  Weft. 
On  the  fixthdaywefteer'd  ^«/?and  byA^(3r///,tiIl  four 
in  the  afternoon,  at  which  time  we  faw  Land,  it  was 
low  and  Sandy  banks,  with  fome  Trees,  and  a  white 
Tower  or  Church  which  may  be  feen  four  or  five 
Leagues  off.  This  place  was  judged  by  thofe  men  of 
ours  that  had  fail'd  often  this  way,  to  be  fourteen 
Leagues  to  the  wejlward  of  Diu.  This  evening  we 
took  a  fmall  boat  not  far  o^Poramena,  bound  to  Chi- 
chauho  near  Caule,  they  had  only  three  horfes  in  her, 
having  nothing  in  her  worth  making  prize,  we  difmift 
them  the  next  day  without  taking  ought  from  them. 
The  feventh  and  eight  dayes  we  ftood  off  and  on,  ex- 
pecting to  meet  with  fome  Jonks.  On  the  ninth  we 
met  with  a  Jonk  of  Gogo,  coming  from  Mare  Rii- 
bram,  or  the  Red-Sea,  richly  laden,  which  we  took, 
imagining  we  now  were  made  for  ever,  but  the  Com- 
mander foon  dafht  all  our  joyes,  by  producing  a  pafs 
from  the  Prefident  of  Siirrat,  upon  fight  hereof  our 
Captain  durft  not  detain  her.  I  was  on  board  her 
and  having  feen  fome  part  of  her  Cargo,  I  judg'd  by 
that  the  richnefs  of  the  reft,  and  therefore  perfwaded 
the  Captain  to  make  her  prize  though  flie  had  a  hun- 
dred prefident  paffes,  but  he  would  not  yeiid,  know- 
ing better  the  danger  than  I  did,  and  fo  difmill;  her 
to  my  great  forrow. 

On  the  tenth  we  took  a  Jonk  belonging  to  the  King 
oi  Succatore,  bound  as  they  faid,  toSurrat^i^Xxc  Devil 
was  in  our  Captain  to  believe  a  word  they  faid  if 
ought  might  be  gotten  by  them)  and  had  aboard  of 
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her  little  that  was  confiderable,  faving  fix  horfes,  and 
baft  to  make  Ropes  withal,  wherefore  he  difmift  her. 

On  the  eleventh  we  anchored  in  twenty  fathom 
three  Leagues  off  the  fliore,  to  give  notice  if  any 
Jonks  fhould  pafs  by  in  the  night,  they  flood  to  the 
Wejkvards  ;  and  met  a  Jonk  coming  from  the  Red- 
fea,  but  this  cowardly  Hulk  feeing  our  Boat,  fuppofed 
her  to  be  a  Scout  from  fome  Man  of  War  not  far  off, 
ran  and  flicltcred  her  felf  under  a  Fort  fome  fourteen 
Leagues  to  the  Weft-ward  ofZ>/«-head.  This  Jonk 
had  fome  Europeans  aboard  her,  which  plyed  their 
fmall  fhot  fo  that  our  Boat  was  forced  to  leave  her, 
and  coming  aboard  us  was  fent  out  again  better  pro- 
vided with  men  and  arms  to  lye  as  they  had  done  be- 
fore, to  meet  with  the  faid  Jonk, but  in  the  night  came 
fix  Sayl  of  Friggats  inftcad  of  her  and  anchored  by 
them.  Our  defpcrate  daring  lefs  than  little  Ean  Fan, 
would  not  leave  them  (knowing  who  they  were)  till 
file  had  fpit  that  little  Venom  thatwasinhcr  and  then 
retir'd,  this  fo  allarm'd  us  that  we  got  all  fayls  loofe; 
and  weigliing  up  our  Anchor  the  Cable  broke,  fo  our 
Anchor  was  loft ;  we  ftood  in  and  having  fpcnt  fome 
fiiot  on  thcFriggatsnotwithflandingthcrewasfuchin- 
equality  in  the  number,  they  ftood  away  for  the  fiiore 
and  left  us,  however  we  would  not  let  them  pafs  fo, 
but  being  fome  fcven  Leagues  from  Din-hczid,  in  the 
night  wcltood  in  again amongfl  the  Friggats,  but  there 
being  little  wind  and  a  light  night,  they  crept  under 
tlie  Ihore,  from  the  twelfth  to  the  feventeenth  wc 
plyed  to  and  again,  ftanding  off  in  the  day.  and  in 
again  at  night,  feeing  thcfe  Friggats  every  day,  but 
could  not  come  at  them  ;  tliey  lay  there  to  give  the 
Jonks  n(^tice  of  us  as  wc  fuppofed. 

The  eighteenth  we  made  up  to  the  Land  of  Saint 
Johns  fourteen  or  fifteen  Leagues  off,  near  which 
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we  took  a  boat  that  came  from  Danda  ja-vapore, 
bound  for  a  place  near  Din,  out  of  this  boat  we  only 
took  two  Mcjlicds  and  a  boy,  and  fo  difmift  her  ; 
anchoring  at  eighteen  Fathome  Oazy  (being  high 
water  and  little  wind)  in  Latitude  19  Degrees,  48 
Digits,  about  nine  Leagues  of  fhore,  Valentines  pike, 
Eajl  and  by  South,  per  Compafs. 

The  two  and  twentieth  we  faw  a  Jonk  and  gave 
chafe  to  her,  fetching  her  up  we  found  her  to  be  a 
great  Junk  of  Snrrat,  bound  for  AcJiceji  with  Mer- 
chandife,  having  a  pafs  from  the  Prefidentand  Coun- 
cel,  therefore  he  medled  not  with  them  ;  but  in  the 
afternoon  came  to  an  anchor  in  two  and  twenty  Fa- 
thom, about  thirty  Leagues  of  fhore.  The  weather 
was  gufty  with  much  rain,  but  never  did  I  hear  fuch 
peals  of  Thunder,  nor  fee  fuch  great  and  continued 
flafhes  of  Lightning:  at  four  in  the  evening  the  next 
day  we  anchor'd  at  eighteen  fathom  within  fix  leagues 
of  Damon,  the  wind  at  North  North  eajl,  and  varia- 
ble, with  fuch  terrible  claps  of  Thunder  and  Light- 
ning, that  my  friends,  the  Scrivener  and  Drugfler 
would  have  freely  parted  with  all  they  had  to  have 
been  at  the  bottom  of  a  6(?;v/z///Tinn-mine.  They  en- 
vied now ^^oox  Grcgorics  condition,  accounting  his  mi- 
fery  a  great  happinefs,  for  fince  the  Element  of  Wa- 
ter had  received  him  into  theWomb  of  her  protecti- 
on, the  Element  of  fire  might  as  foon  give  him  a  new 
foulastodetrimenthis body, theirs  being  now  minute- 
ly expos'd  to  the  mercy  of  its  uncontroulable  fury. 

On  the  twenty  fifths  evening  we  anchored  in  ten 
fathom  reddifh  clay,  the  Pagod  Eajl,  North  cajt,per 
Compafs,  and  the  trees  of  old  Szuallcy,  North,  North- 
eajl,  about  three  Leagues  off;  the  next  da}-  the  wind 
being  Ki  North,  A'orth-iue/t,\\Q  turn'd  up  and  anchor'd 
in  ten  fathom,  the  Toddy-trees  Ea/l  and  by  North, 
per  Compafs. 


Part  3.  otJier  Extravagants.  289 

Laftly,  having  laid  one  buoy  on  the  tonge  of  the 
fand  and  another  on  the  point  of  the  Main,  we  came 
over  the  Barr,  the  leafl  water  is  four  fathom  and 
half  at  half  flood,  fo  we  ran  in  till  the  Souther- 
Toddy-tree  bore  South  and  by  Eaft  per  Compafs, 
and  there  anchor'd  in  eight  fathom  water.  This 
month  we  failed  not  above  one  Hundred  and  feven 
Leagues, 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

Latroon  and  his  friends  arrive  in  Swalley  Road, 
they  go  ajliore  at  Surrat,  are  entertained  zvith  other 
Captains  of  Ships  lately  come  to  an  A  nchor,  by  the 
Prefident ;  Jie  difcovers  an  old  Miftrefs  of  his  and 
his  old  felloiu  fervant,  waiting  on  a  Captain  in  a 
difguifing  Juibit ;  he  renews  his  acquaintance  with 
her  ;  Jhe  tells  hint  what  befell  her  after  his  nnwortJiy 
flipping  her  to  Virginia,  aiui  the  caufe  of  her  com- 
ing for  India.  She  enters  into  a  League  tcvV// La- 
troon to  cheat  her  pretended  Mailer,  ikjIucJi  flie  did, 
the  manner  hoiv.  They  fail  together  from  Surrat 
ho)ne'ward. 

THc  next  day  after  our  coming  to  an  Anchor  in 
Swalley  Road,  there  came  in  to  us  fix  fail  of 
Duteh-^\\\^s  froiii  ^Xova  luitavia  ;  and  two  days  after 
came  in  four  J-lngliJh  fliips  more  into  the  fame  Port. 
One  of  the  Captains  meeting  with  a  Fleet  of  Friggats 
entring  in  at  the  Rivers  mouth,  was  boarded  by  them 
and  unhapily  blown  up,  himfelf  and  others  of  his 
Company  efcaped,  but  were  mifcrably  burnt  with 
powder.     The  fhip  drave  into  Swalley  over  the  Bar 
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and  was  tow'd  on  fhore  by  our  Boats  and  Barges, 
but  all  in  a  manner  confumed  by  the  fire ;  there 
was  a  Di{U/i-{hip  fought  with  the  Friggats  this 
while,  which  Sunk  three  of  them,  and  in  the  fight 
there  was  three  more  furpriz'd,  the  firft  by  the 
Charles  Barge,  the  next  by  our  Long-boat,  which  we 
doubly  mann'd,  and  the  laft  by  th&Dtitch  :  they  were 
but  of  little  value,  being  laden  with  Paddee,  Beech- 
leaves  and  other  trifles. 

Now  did  our  Captain  command  the  Skiffs  to  be 
mann'd,  and  taking  me,  the  Scrivener,  Drugfter,  with 
fome  of  the  Ship,  we  went  afhore,  and  prefented  our 
felves  to  the  Prefident,  who  wellcom'd  us  in  the  beft 
manner  he  could,  and  to  fpeak  the  truth,  his  entertain- 
ment was  magnificent;  whilft  we  were  frankly  drink- 
ingHealthstoour  friends  xwEngland,  there  came  into 
us  (who  came  afliore  that  morning)  the  Captains  of 
the  other  three  Ships,  with  their  Chief  Officers,  as 
alfo  a  great  many  Dutch  Commanders  and  their 
Attendants,  we  ufed  to  fay  The  more  the  merrier, 
and  fo  found  it,  for  the  Prefident  as  he  was  a  very 
generous  man,  fo  he  was  prudent,  and  therefore  by 
his  noble  deportment  towards  us,  was  refolved  to 
oblige  us  both. 

We  on  the  other  fide,  fi;rove  to  out-vy  each  other 
in  gallantry  of  Spirit,  and  in  this  manner  we  con- 
tinued feafting  three  days,  fwimming  in  an  Ocean 
of  Liquon 

In  this  time  of  our  Jollity  I  minded  efpecially  a 
young  man  that  waited  on  one  of  the  Captains  ;  he 
had  a  very  Sweet  countenance,  but  his  Complexion 
was  very  much  Sun-burnt  by  travelling ;  I  did 
verily  believe  I  had  feen  the  face  before,  and  there- 
fore very  much  eyed  it,  which  he  perceiving  fixt 
his  eyes  as  often  on   me,  for  I  never  caft  my  eye 
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that  way  where  he  flood  waiting,  but  I  found  him 
ftill  looking  towards  me. 

My  heart  renewed  private  intelligencewhat  hewas, 
but  my  reafon  could  not  fo  much  as  guefs  from 
whence  it  came  ;  for  by  the  extraordinary  motion 
thereof  beating  flrokes  on  my  breft  as  nimbly  as  a 
Drummer  a  Travale  on  his  Drum-head  ;  I  look'd 
on  him  as  one  I  knew,  neither  was  I  alone  thus, 
for  at  that  diftance  I  could  perceive  that  the  fight 
of  me  did  put  him  into  a  ftrange  confufion. 

As  I  was  contriving  how  to  have  fome  private 
conference  with  him,  his  Mafter  commanded  him  to 
take  fome  of  the  Boats  Crew  and  go  aboard  and 
fetch  him  fomething  which  he  wanted,  he  had  no 
fooner  receiv'd  the  Command,  but  cafting  his  Eyes 
on  me  he  endeavor'd  to  tell  me  by  them,  he  had  an 
eager  defire  to  fpcak  with  me. 

He  going  out,  I  withdrew  from  the  Company,  de- 
firing  their  cxxufe  for  a  while  and  follow'd  him,  but 
coming  near  him  he  trembled  fo  he  could  hardly 
move  a  foot  forward,  feeing  him  in  that  agony,  I 
asked  him  what  ailed  him  ?  ]^ade  him  not  be  afraid, 
that  I  came  not  after  him  to  mifchief  him,  or  injure 
him  in  the  leaft.  I  believe,  faid  he,  you  intend  me 
no  harm  now,  but  it  would  have  been  well  if  you 
had  never  done  me  any.  How!  replyed  I,  it  is  im- 
poffiblc  1  fh(Hilcl  be  fo  cruel  as  to  injure  a  face  fo 
innocently  harmlcfs  as  thine  appears  :  yes,  Sir,  you 
have,  faid  he,  and  were  it  not  for  fometjiiu.;-  witliin 
me  1  have  no  name  for,  I  would  be  rcveng'd  on  thy 
very  foul  for  the  abufe  thou  haft:  done  me  ;  I  ha\'e 
now  no  longer  time  left  to  clifcourfc)-ou,  but  to-morrow 
meet  me  under  the  Southern  Toddy- trees,  and  there 
J  fiiall  not  fail  to  let  j'ou  underlland  the  mifcrics 
V    2 
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of ,  and  there  he  dropt  his  tears  fo  faft  that  he 

could  hardly  fee  his  way  before  him.  I  was  fo  amaz- 
ed at  what  I  had  feen  and  heard,  that  there  I  ftood 
as  a  thing  immovable,  fpeechlefs,  and  almoft  fenflefs ; 
ftaying  fomewhat  too  long,  the  Captain  came  out  to 
look  me,  and  found  me  in  this  pofture  ftaring  up  into 
the  Skie  ;  What's  the  matter  man  ?  faid  he,  what 
wonders  doft  thou  fee  there,  thou  dofl  fo  gaze  ?  I 
tell  thee  man,  faid  he,  this  is  no  proper  time  nor 
place  to  take  an  obfervation,  we  are  now  at  Land  ; 
but  he  knew  not  what  obfervation  I  had  taken,  if 
he  had  he  would  have  fpoiled  the  Inftrument  if  he 
could. 

Recolle6ling  my  felf.  Your  pardon  good  Sir,  faid  I, 
I  proteft  you  drink  too  fmartly  within,  fo  that  I  was 
forc'd  to  come  out  to  fuck  in  fome  little  airy  refrefh- 
ment  This  fhall  not  excufe  you,  quoth  he,  therefore 
come  along  with  me.  Coming  in  he  told  the  whole 
company  in  what  a  rediculous  pofture  he  found  me, 
and  did  fo  Romance  upon  it,  that  he  made  them  all 
laugh.  One  while,  faid  he,  he  was  telling  the  Clouds 
he  faw,  pleafmg  himfelf  with  the  feveral  monftrous 
fhapes  they  bore,  though  I  could  not  fee  one  in  all  our 
Hemifphere.  Then  he  turned  his  ear  up  to  the  firma- 
ment, as  if  he  were  hearkening  to  the  Sweet  harmony 
of  the  Sphears,  and  in  my  confcience,  if  I  had  not  pre- 
vented him,  I  had  feen  him  madly  dance  by  himfelf 
without  one  ftroke  of  Mufick.  After  this  he  turn'd  his 
eyes  upwards  again,  and  fixing  them  there  awhile,  the 
nine  heavens  or  firmaments  were  fo  tranfparent  to  his 
fight,  that  looking  through  them,  he  recounted  their 
particular  names  to  himfelf  in  order  as  they  were  po- 
fited.  Hewouldhaveproceeded  butthatthecompany 
would  not  lethim.for  my  own  part  he  might  have  tal- 
ked till  dooms-day withoutanyintcrruption  from  me, 
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my  thoughts  being  wholly  imployed  in  fearching  out 
the  meaning  of  what  theyoungmanlatelyfpaketome. 

I  obferved  after  his  return,  he  could  not  or  would 
not  look  once  towards  me  as  long  as  I  ftaid.  That 
night  we  parted  fome  ftaying  afhore,  others  going 
aboard ;  but  I,  knowing  what  bufmefs  I  had  to  do  the 
next  morning,  lay  all  night  with  one  of  the  Fa6lors, 
a  true  Toper,  and  one  that  I  had  been  formerly  merry 
with  in  Londoti.  I  got  up  early  and  went  to  the  place 
appointed.wherel  ftaid  not  long  e're  I  faw  him  whom 
I  expe6led  advancing  towards  me,  I  arofe  to  meet 
him,  fo  walking  together  we  chofe  a  place  where  we 
fate  down,  which  was  both  convenient,and  fecret  for 
our  purpofe.  As  I  was  about  to  fpeak  he  prevented  it, 
by  calling  me  bafe,  faithlefs,  perjur'd  man  (I  ftarting 
up,  laid  my  hand  on  my  Sword)  Nay  hold,  Sir,  faid 
he,  think  not  to  expiate  your  offence  by  murdering 
the  perfon  againft  whom  they  were  committed,  fo 
pullingoff  hisPerriwigdifcovered  fome  fhort  red  hair? 
do  you  know  this  colour,  faid  he,  which  once  you  told 
me  you  lov'd  beyond  any  other?  Here  is  the  fame 
Dimple  in  the  Chin,  and  Mole  on  the  Lip,  and  the 
famefkin  (ftrippingoi)en  his  doublet)  which  you  have 
unreafonably  praifcd  for  its  excelling  whitenefs; 
thcfe  were  the  flatteries  you  ufed  to  delude  a  poor 
credulous  maiden,  whom  you  not  onely  ftiam'd  but 
ruin'd.  You  cannot  forget  your  matchlefs  treachery 
in  feducing  me  aboard  a  Virginia  fliip,  in  whom  I 
was  carry'd  thither  and  fold,  you  hoping  by  that  vil- 
lany  to  have  been  for  ever  rid  of  me  and  mine. 

I  now  faw  who  fliewas  {my  fellow  fcrvant  when  I 
was  an  Apprentice)  and  knowing  what  (lie  faid  to  be  a 
truth,  I  ask'd  her  forgivcncfs,  acknowledging  all  my 
unworthynefs  to  her,  and  protcfted  if  llic  durft  truft 
me  once  more  I  would  make  her  amends  for  ail,  at 
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which  fhe  fmil'd  (for  fhe  ever  lov'd  me  too  well  to 
be  angry  with  me)  I  taking  hold  of  this  advantage  did 
fo  prefs  her  to  a  forgivenefs,  that  fhe  could  not  deny 
me,  having  feal'd  it  with  a  thoufand  kiffes :  and  now 
dear  Jane,  faid  I,  I  have  a  longing  defire  to  know 
how  you  fpent  your  time  in  Virginia,  and  how  you 
came  hither  .with  this  Captain;  that  I  Ihall  do  briefly, 
fhe  replyed. 

"1  T\  7  Hen  I  faw  that  you  had  fa  cruelly  trappan^d 
V  V  '^ne,  and  that  all  your  love  was  nothijtg  but  a 
deluding  pretence  to  enjoy  what  you  could,  and  befliut  of 
me  afterwards  as  I  faw  you  had  done,  I  attempted  to 
fling  my  Self  into  the  Sea,  but  being  prevented  in  that, 
I  betook  viy  felf  to  my  Cabbin  where  for  grief  I 
lay  the  whole  Voyage  fo  defperately  ill  that  none  had 
any  hopes  of  my  life,  for  my  CJiild  dying  as  I  fuppofe 
for  zuant  of  thofe  that  fJiould  carefully  looke  after  it. 
Arriving  at  Virginia,  and  anchoring  at  Potomack 
River :  feveral  Planters  came  aboard  of  us,  and  made 
a  quick  riddance  of  all  the  Paffengers  but  my  felf ,  none 
offering  a  pipe  of  Tobacco  for  me,  for  I  zvas  grozvnfo 
weak  I  coidd  not  fland,  and  fo  lean  that  I  was  a  nicer 
skinftd  of  bones.  The  Maflcr  fcciiig  me  in  this  con- 
ditioji,  and  judging  I  could  not  live  two  dayes  to  an 
end,  commanded  me  to  be  carried  alhore  to  dye.  A 
Planters  zvife  that  was  very  antient,  feeing  me  lie  in 
that  miferable  and  deplorable  manner,  took  pity  on  me, 
and  took  me  home  to  her  Jwufe,  where  flie  proved  fo 
good  a  Nurfe  to  vie  that  every  day  I  did  fen  fib  ly  a- 
mend.  Being  zucll,  there  was  a  great  contcfi  between  the 
Husband  of  this  good  old  zuoman ,  and  the  Maflcr  zuhofe 
Servant  I  Jhould  be,  a  Suit  zvas  commenced,  and  upon 
tryal  the  M after  zvas  cafl  he  putting  me  afhore  as  ufe- 
lefs  to  him,  acquitted  himfelf  of  all  future  trouble  zvith 
me.  I  being  clear  from  him,  my  good  Patron  and  Pa- 
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tronefs  dif charged  me  in  open  Court  for  having  any 
thing  to  fay  to  me,  for  zvhat  neccffarics  they  had  pro- 
vided for  me  during  my  ficknefs,  being  now  a  frec-zuo- 
fnan  I  had  a  hundred  good  matches  offered  me,  all  luhich 
I  refusd;  there  were  fomc  of  the  great  ones  too  courted 
me  for  tlieir  lufl  {for  I  had  now  recovered  my  com- 
plexion, and  my  eyes  had  Jliaken  off  that  dulnefs  zvhich 
had  clogd  the  fzoiftnefs  of  their  motion)  but  all  thefe 
temptations  prevailed  not,  the  memory  of  you  had 
too  large  a  pozuer  over  my  heart  than  to  yield  to  any  one 
elfe.  But  length  of  time  began  by  degrees  to  extenuate 
that  eficcm  I  had  of  you,  fo  that  I  did  not  behave  my 
fclffo  refcrvedly  as  formerly  I  had,  but  affumed  a  great 
deal  offreedoine.  One  day  my  Mafler  {as  I  nozv  call 
hint)  coining  to  the  houfc  zvhere  I  was  (for  his  Ship 
then  rode  in  the  River  not  far  off  us)  took  fo  great  a 
likeing  to  me  at  the  fir  ft  fight,  that  as  he  hath  coifcfs'd 
fince,  he  zuas  never  at  quiet  but  when  in  my  Jocicty ; 
So  that  in  a  little  time  he  had  fo  zoon  upon  my  affec- 
tiotis,  that  my  carriage  tozvards  him  fufficiently  de- 
monflratcd  hozv  dearly  I  loved  him.  To  conclude,  lie 
made  a  pcrfeft  conqucji  of  me,  and  as  the  earncft  of  a 
perpetual  tye,  he  fully  enjoyed  me,  and  promifed  mar- 
riage if  I  zvould  i^o  zvith  hi>n  as  foon  as  he  came  to 
Weymouth  in  the  zucjl  of  England,  zuhere  flood  his 
Habitation.  I  greedily  fzuallo,.:<ed  all  his  perfiuations 
(although  one  zuould  have  thought  me  more  zoary, 
having  been  fo  notorioufly  cheated  by  you  before,)  & 
the  time  coming  zvhcu  he  zvould fet  fail,  I  marc/id dozvn 
to  his  Ship  zoith  as  ma)iy  as  zvould  have  conipleated  a 
Regiment  zvhich  follozved  me.  looking  upon  me  as  t/w 
mojl  abfolute  mirror  of  Chaflity  zvhich  ever  arrived  in 
tJufe  parts,  joyful  I  zvas  to  return  to  my  native  Coun- 
try, and  as  glad  zvas  viy  overcomer  in  that  lie  had  ob- 
tained fo  pretty  a  play-fclhnv  to  pafs  azvay  his  ti)ne  in 
his  paffagc  homewards.      In  fevcn  zvecks  zve  came 
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upon  the  coaji  of  England,  and  was  by  the  Jlrefs  of 
weather  put  into  YXyxaow'&i-found,  where  we  rode  with 
much  difficulty  betiueen  the  Ifland  and  the  Land.  The 
third  day  after  our  anchoring  there,  the  wind  ceafing 
though  the  weather  wasfom^what  hazy,  he  went  afJiore, 
and  taking  none  with  him  but  my  f elf  Coxjwain  and 
his  Crew.  I  wondred  what  he  mea7it  by  it,  my  fofid 
hopes  prompted  me  to  believe  that  here  he  would  per- 
form the  promife  he  ynade  me  at  Yirginid.,  but  I  found 
my  felf  deceiv  d ;  for  he  difmifi  the  boat  after  he  had 
fiird  their  skins  full  of  wine,  aftd  commanded  them 
to  wait  upon  him  in  the  morning. 

There  being  now  none  left  but  he  and  I  together; 
Deareft,  faid  he,  be  not  troubled  at  what  I  fhall  tell 
you,  and  it  fhall  be  never  the  worfe  for  you.  I  have  a 
Wife  and  Children  at  Waymouth,  although  to  gain 
my  ends  of  you  I  pretended  to  have  none;  fhe  is  the 
moft  jealous  woman  in  the  world,  and  well  fhe  may, 
for  fhe  knows  there  is  no  woman  in  the  Creation 
much  more  deform'd  than  her  felf,  wherefore  this  I 
would  have  you  to  do  that  I  may  continue  your  com- 
pany ;  you  fliall  change  your  feminine  habit  for  what 
is  mafculine,  under  which  difguife  you  fhall  pafs  as  a 
young  man  I  have  met  with  abroad,  which  for  fancy's 
fake  I  have  chofen  to  be  my  Companion  in  my  Tra- 
vels. /  tJwught  I  flioidd  Jiave  fink  into  the  Earth  to 
hear  him  make  this  new  confident  propofition  to  me 
after fo  many  vowes  and proviifes  to  make  vie  his  wife, 
but  gathering  courage,  I  flarted  out  of  his  hand  and 
would  have  gone  doivfi  flairs,  but  pulling  mc  back, 
what  faid  I,  are  all  my  expectations  come  to  this? 
mufi  I  be  only  your  wandring  whore  at  lafif  have  I 
leftfo  many  wealthy  matches  at  Potomack  for  this? 
no,  I  am  in  mine  ozvn  Country,  in  a  place  where  I  am 
not  known,  &  I  zvill  zvafJi  and  fcour  for  a  lively-hood 
rather  than  fubmit  fo  bafely  after  fo  many  icorthy 
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pro;^crs.  NotivithJia7tding  a  thoufand  refolutions  I 
had  to  leave  him;  yet  fuch  was  the  fubtlety  of  mans 

Jly  inJi?t7iation,  that  he  made  me  unfay  all  that  I  had 

/aid  in  lefs  than  half  at  i  hour;  and  I  agreed  to  every- 
thing he  woidd  have  vie  do.  Leaving  me  at  the  7  avern 
he  went  immediately,  and  botight  a  fuite  (which  he 

guefl  would  fit  me)  with  Hatt,  Shooes,  Stockitigs,  and 
whatever  was  rcqnifite  to  cloath  a  young  manfafhion- 
ably,  and  brought  tJicm  to  me  tcpon  tryal,  they  exactly 

fitted  me.  Now  bccaufc  we  would  not  give  any  caufe 
of  fufpition  to  the  people  of  the  Jioufe  where  we  were  in 
cJianging  my  habit,  it  zaas  concluded  on  between  us  to 
walk  out  of  tlu:  town  fomewJiere,  he  beingwell  acquainted 
with  all  the  places  about  the  town,  made  choice  of  Cat- 
down,  where  in  the  cleft  of  an  hollow  rock  I  tmchasd, 
throzving  my  proper  habit  into  the  Sea,  and  although  it 
wasfomewhat  immodefl  I  zvas  forcd  to  beg  his  help  in 
my  nezu  metamorphofis  ;  he  had procur  d  vie  a  veryAU- 
a-mode  Perrizuig,  but  before  that  zvoidd  fit  me  he  mufl 

play  the  Bar  bar  himfelf  zuhich  he  did  by  cutting  my  hair 
offclofe  to  my  head.  Bcitig  now  clad  wit Ji  everything  re- 
quifite  from  top  to  toe,  we  made  towards  the  town  again, 
where  eutring  the  former  houfewcwcrein,  zve  drank  and 
were  very  merry,  having  a  noifcofmufick,  having fupfd 
one  bcdfcrz'd  us  zuithout fufpition  ;  in  thcmorningcame 
the  boat  for  ics  zvith  the  doctor  in  her,  who  asked  my  Maf- 
terveryferioufly  for  the  GentleiuomaJi ,hc replyed Jhe had 
kindred  and  friends  in  this  place  and  tJuitJhc  refolvdto 

flay  with  them  a  zohile ;  t/ien  he  enquired  zuhat  that  young 
man  zvas ;  0,faid  he,  he  is  of  my  former  acquaintance, 
who  having  little  to  depend  on  here,  is  refolvd  to  fee  the 
world  abroad  with  me.  Comitig  aboard  our  Ma  He  meed 
not  make  a  repetition  of  zchat  lie  had  already  faid,  the 
Doctor  did  it  for  him:  now  did  zve  fct  fail  Jlccring  for 
Waymouth  zvhich  zve  did  reach  in  a  little  time. 
J  was  entertained  in  his  Jiouje  zvith  much  civility 
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from  his  wife,  mid  the  ferv ants  obferving  what  refpc6l 
their  M after  JJiew'd  me,  paid  me  the  like.  There  was 
feldom  a  day  wherein  he  had  me  not  to  a  Tavern,  fome- 
times  with  company,  but  mofl  commonly  alone,  and  this 
life  I  led  for  fourteen  moncths;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
my  mafier  being  employ ed  by  fome  Merchants  in  a  Voy- 
agetoEaJi-\nd\2L,  tookmealongwithhim  by  which  means 
we  have  the  wonderful  hap  to  fee  one  another  again. 

My  finny  having  ended  her  difcourfe,  I  endea- 
voured to  endear  myfelf  unto  her  with  all  the  out- 
ward demonftrations  I  could  devife  or  imagine,  pro- 
tefting  for  the  future  I  would  never  violate  my  faith 
to  her,  that  fhe  and  I  would  run  our  fortune,  live 
together,  and  fhe  dying  I  would  voluntarily  do  fo 
too,  to  accompany  her  to  the  other  world. 

Fearing  left  I  fhould  detain  her  too  long,  and  give 
her  Mafter  any  caufe  of  fufpition,  I  difpatch'd  her 
away,  and  foon  after  went  aboard  our  own  fhip,  but 
before  I  went  I  appointed  her  to  meet  me  there  two 
days  after.  The  Captain,  my  felf,  and  all  that  were 
concern'd,  went  roundly  about  our  bufmefs,  forfmce 
he  had  gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  commiffion,  he 
was  refolv'd  not  to  return  home  with  her,  but  con- 
vert Ship  and  goods  to  his  own  ufe;  this  in  fecrethe 
acquainted  me  with,  as  knowing  my  ingenious 
roguefhip  would  be  very  helpful  and  affiftant  to  him 
in  all  his  enterprizes;  and  that  I  might  oblidge  him 
to  me  in  an  abfolute  bond  of  friendfhip,  I  feem'd  to 
make  him  my  Cabinet-counfel  in  all  my  affairs,  and 
did  really  inform  him  of  the  truth  of  the  laft  Ad- 
venture, knowing  I  could  not  carry  on  my  defign 
without  his  privity  and  help. 

He  did  much  wonder  to  hear  me  tell  him  that  I 
had  here  alfo  difcovered  another  of  my  wenches  in 
man's  apparrel,  but  his  wonder  turn'd  into  rcjoycing 
when  I  told  him  how  this  wench  fhould  enrich  our 
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Stock  by  robbing  her  or  his  pretended  Mafler  of  his 
Gold  and  what  elfe  he  had  valuable,  and  could  hardly 
reft  to  think  how  I  would  efifeft  my  defign.  Fear 
not,  faid  I,  his  Gold  is  all  our  own,  therefore  let  us 
lay  out  our  own  as  faft  as  we  can,  in  the  commodi- 
tes  of  this  place.  The  Dutch  thought  we  had  the 
Devil  and  all  of  mony,  to  fee  our  goods  come  tum- 
bling in  upon  us  fo  fafl:,  fo  that  with  what  goods 
we  took  in  at  Bantam,  and  what  we  receiv'd  here,  our 
(hip  wanted  but  little  of  her  full  fraught. 

The  time  was  come  wherein  I  was  to  have  another 
Mefs  of  difcourfe  with  my  Jinny,  who  was  pun6lual 
to  her  time,  and  there  before  me  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed. And  after  fome  few  amorous  ceremonies  I  fe- 
rioufly  told  her  that  it  was  my  intent  never  to  part 
with  her  during  life,  flie  anfwered  that  it  was  her 
defire,  and  that  fhe  would  run  any  hazard  to  bear 
me  company;  well,  faid  I,  make  your  fclf  ready  to 
go  along  with  us,  for  we  are  refolv'd  to  fet  fayl  with- 
in thcfc  two  dayes;  that  I  fliall  (fhe  faid)  and  know 
that  I  will  not  come  with  empty  hands;  my  love 
fhall  neither  be  burthenfome  to  you,  nor  expenfive; 
how  prithee,  how  faid  I,  why  thus,  my  pretended 
Mafter,  as  I  have  told  you  loves  me  dearly,  expref- 
fmg  it  in  whatever  way  I  defire,  and  to  let  me  fee 
how  great  a  truft  he  dares  impofe  upon  me,  and  what 
confidence  he  hatii  of  my  fidelity,  I  have  the  key  of 
his  Cheft  wherein  is  contain'd  8  hundred  Jacobufs's, 
befidcs  a  box  of  rough  diamonds  with  other  flones  of 
price,  all  of  which,  or  as  much  as  I  can  carry  off 
handfomely  will  I  bring  to  thee,  fo  much  efficacy  hath 
my  firft  Lover  over  mc  that  I  could  be  content  to 
undo  all  the  reft  to  raife  thee.  I  told  her  the  notion 
was  very  fuitable  to  our  prefent  affair,  and  that  it 
was  the  belT:  and  eafieft  courfe  I  could  propound  for 
our  happy  living  hereafter,  and  that  when  Ihe  faw 
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any  white  thing  hanging  in  our  fhrowd  fhe  fhould 
then  fall  to  her  work,  which  fhould  be  the  token  of 
our  being  all  ready;  which  fhe  could  eafily  do  at 
any  time,  for  the  Captain  being  almoft  continually 
a  fliore  and  fhe  with  him,  it  was  but  waiting  for  the 
boat  (upon  the  fign  given)  which  at  her  command 
would  carry  her  aboard  and  bring  her  with  the  leafl 
word  afhore.  Moreover  that  having  got  the  prize, 
fhe  fhould  prefently  make  down  to  the  Toddy-trees, 
over  againft  which  we  lay  at  Anchor,  and  upon  the 
fignal  of  a  Handkerchief,  we  would  fend  our  boat  in- 
ftantly  afhore  to  receive  her.  All  which  according 
to  inftru6lion  was  exaftly  perform'd,  the  Captain 
whom  fhe  requited  in  this  manner  for  all  his  love 
being  at  that  time  dead  drunk  by  an  invitation  of 
the  Fa6lors  of  Surrat. 

Having  got  my  double  Treafure  aboard,  and  what 
lading  we  defir'd,  our  Hold  fhut  up,  our  Anchors 
weigh'd,  and  our  Canvas  fpread,  away  we  fail'd  over 
the  Bar,  with  an  hundred  fhot  after  us,  for  our  Coun- 
try-men as  well  as  Hollanders,  concluded  there  mufl 
be  fome  damn'd  inexpreffible  Treachery  in  this  our 
fuddain  failing,  neither  giving  notice  fome  days  be- 
fore, or  fairly  taking  our  leaves  by  fireing  of  Guns  ac- 
cording to  Cuftom ;  befides  they  knew  we  had  not 
taken  in  our  full  Lading.  Let  them  fire  their  hearts 
out  we  valued  them  not,  in  derifion  we  fir'd  a  Gun  at 
ftern,  and  fo  ftood  to  the  Southwards. 

I  knew  very  well  this  female  confident  of  mine 
would  efife6lually  do  the  bufmefs  we  had  plotted  to- 
gether, and  fo  to  divert  my  felf  and  make  fport  with 
the  Captain  of  the  difcovery  of  my  Rival,  I  wrote 
fome  few  Lines  and  nail'd  them  on  a  Toddy-tree  on 
the  fhore  direfted  to  the  faid  Captain,  which  I  knew 
would  be  difcovered  by  fome  or  other,  and  carried  to 
him  the  verfes  were  as  follow. 
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Noble  Captain. 

'Tzvas  a  clo/c plot  /  faith,  but  'twould  not  hide 
From  me  your  \^Qr\ch.,iv/iichJliould  have  bin  my  Bride  ; 
You  changed  her  Garb,  but  could  not  change  her  face  \ 
Nor  change  her  heart,  where  once  I  had  a  place 
Nere  thence  to  be  removed  altJiough  flie  fliow' d 
Some  love  to  you,  the  Debt  to  me  Jlie  ow'd. 
Love  was  aflra^iger  to  her  till  I  catne. 
Whom  feeing  lovd,  and  loving  loft  her  fame. 
Sated  wit  It  her  delights  I  bafely  prov'd 
Tli  ingrate  that  loat/idzvhat  I  fJiould flill  have  lov'd. 
I  turn'd  her  off,  tvell  might  flie  then  perplex 
Hcrfclf,  and  curfe  tJi  inconftance  of  our  Sex. 
To  be  reveng'd,  with  me  fJie  did  confer, 
To  do  her  right  on  thofe  that  wronged  her. 
I  was  the  fir/l,  but  me  flie  did  forgive, 
Bccaufe  as  one,  ive  muft  together  live. 
You  were  the  next,  whofe  crimes  are  many  fold. 
Yet  have  fucd  out  your  pardon  with  your  Gold  : 
Your  fubtlc  W heed  lings  cheated  her  belief 
And  luould  have  filcli  d  her  heart  to  play  the  Thief. 
You  flolc  into  her  Secrets,  fo  that  Jhe 
May  at  Loves-bar  charge  you  with  Felony. 
For  thus  purloyning,flealing  hearts  aivay. 
And  being  caught  you  noiv  Jhall  foundly  pay. 
She  voivs  to  me,fhelfpareyou  not  a  bit. 
But  keep  in  tire  the  Purchafe  of  her  Wit. 
What  Protcftations,  ami  what  Oaths  jj'6'//  made, 
Were  broke  by  you  as  foon  as  tluy  were  f aid. 
Your  great  pretences  and  your  bouncing  Stories  ; 
77/t'  idle  Jlajhings  of  your  fancy' d  glories  ; 
All  zvhichjhe  minds  not,finceJhe  hath  rcquird 
A  Treafure  which  fo  long  lue  both  defir'd. 
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Now  we  are  now  almojl  quits  (againji your  will) 
This  is  the  Sum  tJiat  niiijl  difcJiarge  our  Bill : 
Imprimis  y^?  inueh  ;  lying  by  her  fide. 
And  breaki7ig  promife,  made  her  not  your  Bride. 
Item/^r  cJianging  Petty-coats /<?r  Hofe, 
And  doing  foniething,  whicJi  I  wont  difilofe. 
Item  for  making  fuch  a  pretty  toy, 
Your  wanton  Miflris,  and  your  Cabbin-boy  ; 
Whom  Morning,  Noon,  and  fometinies  very  late, 
Faird  not  to  make  your  eonfiant  Trickry-mate. 
Thus  fiands  tli  Account,  ajid  now  we're  evenjujl, 
Difchari7ig  you  of  what  we  did  vitrtifi, 
If  not  quite  broke,  for  fome  new  Credit  look. 
You  nerc  fiiall  enter  more  into  our  Book. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  the  particulars  of  an 
exact  Journal  of  our  voyage  from  Surrat  till  we 
came  to  Venice,  to  which  part  we  were  bound,  but 
only  give  you  fome  light  touches  by  the  way. 

The  lafl  day  of^/rz7we  crofs'd  the  ^Equator,  and 
the  firft  oiMay  made  a  new  way  by  judgement,  and 
by  obfervation  our  way  was  four  Leagues  to  the 
South- wards,  having  a  rowlingSea  out  of  the  Souther 
board.  The  fourth  oijnnc  in  the  morning  we  faw  the 
Ifland  Mauritius  and  a  little  after  three  or  four  fmall 
Iflands  appeared  alio  ;  we  flood  in  het\\\yitMauritius 
and  thefe  Iflands,  and  when  we  were  thwart  the  point 
of  Rocks  which  lye  on  Mauritius  fide,  we  edg'd  off 
towards  the  Ifland,  giving  that  point  and  breach  a 
good  birth ;  our  depth  was  twenty,  and  two  and  twenty 
fathom  hard  ground,  and  being  within  one  mile  of  the 
weftermoft  rock,  we  had  twenty  four  fathom,  the  wind 
being  at  fouth  eafl,  we  left  into  the  fhore  about  a  mile 
diftant  from  it  we  anchored  that  night.  Herewe  rode 
near  ten  days,  refrefliing  our  felves  with  what  the 
Ifland  afforded,  as  Goats,  Hogs,  and  frcfh  fifli  good 
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(lore.  It  is  reported  here  are  many  fifh  rank  poyfon, 
we  did  eat  all  forts,  as  Mullets, Lantarasks,  Whiskers, 
Rockfifli  and  GarfiPi,  and  many  others,  but  found 
no  harm  by  feeding  on  them.  We  fet  fail  hence  and 
about  28  Leagues  diftance  from  Mai(ritius,-we  pafs'd 
by  an  I  Hand  call'd  t\\Q  Mofchachenas,  near  which  we 
fprung  a  leak,  that  each  hour  we  pumpt  above  two 
hundred  and  fifty  ftrokes,  it  being  gufty  whether  and 
a  great  Sea  out  of  the  South-eaft,  but  by  our  Car- 
penters it  was  happily  ftopt,  although  it  was  under 
the  next  timber  abaft  the  well  near  the  Keel,  which 
by  rummidging  the  Hold  they  found  it  fo  to  be.  The 
next  place  we  anchored  at  was  the  Ifland  o{  Johanna, 
here  we  had  much  lightning  and  thunder,  the  wind 
having  been  out  of  the  Sea  in  the  day,  and  offfliore 
in  the  night.  This  place  affordeth  very  good  flefh 
great  quantity  of  fifh  and  fowl,  we  had  a  Bullock  for 
ten  long  red  Cornclion  heads  ;  we  had  alfo  excellent 
Oranges  3.ndLem7nons,thc  people  are  very  loving  and 
friendly,  having  two  Govcrnours  or  Captains  among 
them,  the  one  call'd  Androni  Pcla,  and  the  other 
JSIaffc  Core,  they  dcfircd  of  us  no  other  money  for 
ought  we  bou<^ht  than  thofe  red  heads.  Sailing  from 
hence  we  fprung  our  main  top-maft,  which  our  Car- 
penters taking  down  fiflit  it  and  got  it  up  again  the 
fame  day.  On  the  third  o f6Vy^/rw/vr  in  latitude  16.  d. 
33  the  wind  at  South  Cc-ilt,  wc  faw  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Jleliiia,  to  the  \\c(l-waRi  <if  the  Chappcl  thereof  we 
anchored  a  mile  diflant.  the  Captain  caufed  the  skiff 
to  be  hoifted  out  and  fo  ni}-  Jinny,  the  Scrivener. 
Druglier,  and  Doftor  &-c.  we  landed  at  Lemmon- 
valley.  Here  with  fomc  Guns  we  carried  with  us  we 
kill'd  Hogs  and  Goats,  otherwife  it  is  hard  to  take 
them,  running  at  the  fight  of  us  uji  inacceffible  crag- 
gy Rocks.     h\  ranging  through  the  Ifle,  our  men 
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found  divers  Oranges  and  Lemmon-trees  but  no  frui; 
thereon,  the  Dutch  having  been  there  as  we  fup 
pofe,  had  gathered  them,  as  appeared  by  their  name; 
on-  certain  Stones  and  Trees  ;  we  caught  here  Mack- 
rel^  Breams  and  Borettoes  good  ftore. 
FINIS. 

To  the  Reader  inftead  of  the  Errata. 
The  A  uthor  hath  his  faults  the  Printer  too 
All  me^i  whilft  here  do  err,  and  fo  do  you. 

ANd  therefore  Reader  pardon  the  Printer,  whc 
proniifes  amendment ;  and  I  hope  thy  acceptance 
of  this  and  the  fourth  part  already  piiblifJied,  will  in- 
duce me  to  finijh  this  Story  with  a  fifth  &  lafi  part 
In  the  mean  time  the  A  uthor  of  this,  hath  lately  writ- 
ten Printed  afid  Ptibliflied,  another  Book  entitled. 

The  Unlucky  Citizen,  cxperimentially  defcribed  i?i 
the  various  misfortunes  of  an  Unlucky  Londoner, 
Calculated  for  the  Meridian  of  this  City :  but  may 
ferve  by  way  of  advice  to  all  the  Comonality  of  Eng- 
land. More  particularly  to  Parents  and  Children, 
Mafters  a7id  Servants,  Husbands  and  Wives.  Inter- 
mixed with  feveral  Choice  Novels,  Stored  with  variety 
of  Examples  and  advice  prcfidcnt  and  precept.  Ilhif- 
trated  with  Pictures  fitted  to  the  feveral  Stories. 

A  ndletmeaffure  tJicc  Read  er  tJiattio  moreispro7nifcd 
i?t  the  Title  than  is  performed  in  the  Book  for  it  not  only 
equals  this  inrelatingvarieiy  of pleajant  extravagancies 
and  other  Novels  but  it  is  profitable  in  the  ma^iy  r  flec- 
tions and  good  advices  givoi  to  the  Reader,  and  is  in- 
tended to  beprofec2ctedin  afecondpart  wherein youfiiall 
have  not  only  real  and  true  examples  and  experiences, 
but  alfo  as  good  and fou?idadviceas  can  becollccled  from. 
any  Book  either  Morall  or  Divine  luhich  this  age  hath 
produced.  Therefore  dcfpife  it  notbcca  ufc  of  the  Unlucky 
Title,  for  it  is  or  will  be  luorthy  of  thy  per u fall. 
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